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FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS ANNOUNCES THE APPOINTMENT OF  

PRINCIPAL OF WEST DISTRICT SCHOOL EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2014 

 

(For immediate release: Farmington Public Schools April 30, 2014)   

 

Superintendent Kathleen C. Greider and the Farmington Board of Education are proud to 

announce the appointment of Peter Michelson as Principal of West District School effective July 

1, 2014. Mr. Michelson will replace Ms. Lowery who is scheduled to retire on June 30, 2014.    

  

After a comprehensive national search, Mr. Michelson was selected from a strong and 

experienced pool of candidates.  Superintendent Greider states, “The Principal Search 

Committee and our District Leadership Council worked diligently to find a leader with the 

knowledge, skills and leadership qualities that matched West District School’s culture of 

collaboration, high expectations and a deep care for all students. Mr. Michelson stood out 

throughout the search process as a strong match for West District. He is a highly dedicated 

educator with a strong instructional leadership background. In his current position as Principal of 

Botelle School in Norfolk, Connecticut, Mr. Michelson has led efforts to implement innovative 

programming in literacy and mathematics as well as in school climate and culture.  He is 

described as a highly visible and supported leader by all members of the school community.” 

 

Board of Education Chair Mary Grace Reed commended the search committee for their work in 

identifying such a highly qualified and compassionate educator to lead West District School.  

Mrs. Reed states, “Mr. Michelson is a highly effective administrator who embraces all aspects of 

Farmington's mission, vision and core beliefs.  He is committed to building strong relationships 

with all stakeholders while continuing West District's focus on innovative and strategic 

improvement.  The Board of Education enthusiastically welcomes Peter to the Farmington 

school district community.” 

 

Assistant Superintendent Wynne states, “Mr. Michelson brings strong knowledge of curriculum 

and assessment as well as an innovative approach to student-centered teaching and learning.” 

 

Mr. Michelson states, “I am honored to be named the new principal of West District School.   I am 

looking forward to getting to know the staff, families and, most of all, the students.  I am extremely 



impressed with the district leadership team and I am excited about the opportunity to collaborate with 

such a talented group of educators, as we strive to continue the tradition of excellence that defines 

Farmington Public Schools. ”  

 

In his current role as Principal of Botelle School in Norfolk, Connecticut, he has worked to 

support staff members in the areas of curriculum, professional development and instruction.  One 

of his primary roles was the integration of technology into the classroom as well as the 

implementation of Responsive Classroom in the district.  

 

Brief Bio: 

 

Mr. Michelson has served as Principal of Botelle School in Norfolk, Connecticut for the past six 

years.  Prior to his tenure in Norfolk, Mr. Michelson was an Elementary Math Coordinator as 

well as a Grade 5 and 6 classroom teacher in Simsbury. 

 

Mr. Michelson earned his Master’s Degree from St. Joseph’s College and his Bachelor’s Degree 

in History from Central Connecticut State University. In addition, he attended the University of 

Connecticut to acquire his Educational Leadership certification.   Mr. Michelson lives in 

Simsbury with his wife and three sons.   

 

Mr. Michelson will begin as the Principal of West District School on July 1, 2014.  
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