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FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS ANNOUNCES 

PARTNERSHIP WITH JACKSON LAB 

 

The Farmington Board of Education is proud to announce an exciting partnership with Jackson Lab 

(JAX) in Farmington, Connecticut.  This partnership will involve the development of innovative and 

cross-curricular courses focusing on genomics, health and wellness, technology and ethics in the area of 

medical advances.  In addition, the Farmington schools, in partnership with JAX will engage faculty and 

students in learning alongside the top researchers in the country. Through internships, professional 

development and collaborative research, teachers and students will be building knowledge and skill in the 

growing and cutting-edge field of genomics’ research and medical advances.   

JAX will offer on-site learning opportunities at their brand new facility as well as at Farmington High 

School for FPS faculty.  New courses at FHS written by our faculty and the JAX educational experts, 

scientists and researchers will advance students’ understanding of genomics in the context of future 

advances in the medical field.  These courses will fully align to Farmington Public Schools’ Vision of the 

Graduate and Framework for Teaching and Learning.  In addition, competitive internships aligned to 

Farmington’s unique CAPSTONE program will provide opportunities for students to engage in real-

world research in the field of genomics while receiving course credit.  Lastly, JAX and the Farmington 

schools will develop future opportunities for 4-6 week learning modules for students, technology-based 

learning opportunities and other full-year internships along-side the very best scientists and researchers in 

the world.   

This partnership will serve as an exemplar that can be replicated throughout Connecticut.  Our faculty and 

students will work closely with JAX to create cutting-edge learning experiences that will prepare the next 

generation of scientists and researchers in Connecticut.  JAX has a deep commitment to providing 

Connecticut’s students with the knowledge and skills that will prepare them for college and careers in the 

21
st
 century.  Farmington will be a “laboratory site” to develop these innovative programs that will be 

replicated in other schools and serve as a model design for partnerships between schools and 

organizations committed to the future of Connecticut. 



Farmington is well poised for this work due to the work of the FHS Design Team, our partnership with 

the Great Schools Partnership and our community designed Vision of the Graduate that is the basis of all 

of our improvement work. For more information on Farmington’s FHS Design Team recommendations 

and Vision of the Graduate, please visit our website at  

http://www.fpsct.org/page.cfm?p=8 

JAX is an international leader in genomics research and leading the search for tomorrow’s cures.   

Superintendent Greider states, “Jackson Lab is an ideal partner for the Farmington Public Schools.  Their 

commitment to exposing our students and faculty to real-world learning experiences that will advance 

education in Connecticut in the areas of health and genomics is well aligned to our Board of Education’s 

goals, core beliefs and Vision of the FPS Graduate.  As a national leader in 21
st
 century skill (P21 

Exemplar School District), we are so pleased to partner with a Farmington-based international leader 

committed to searching for tomorrow’s cures in the area of life-long health and wellness for 

Connecticut’s and the world’s citizens.”   

Dr. Tom Litwin, Vice President for Education for the Jackson Laboratory commented, “Collaborating 

with the Farmington School District on health and genomics education is a model partnership. Educating 

our students about the role personalized medicine will play in their lives, and having them start thinking 

about career opportunities, are important goals.  By combining expertise and resources, we can jointly 

pilot a program that can be expanded state-wide.”  

“It is very exciting for us at JAX to work with the Farmington School District. Farmington is the ideal 

partner to expand genomics literacy throughout the state. We feel that through our combined efforts we 

will have a deep impact on students and their learning. They will be well positioned to usher in the future 

of medicine.” Walter S. Nakonechny, Associate Director, Genomic Education, The Jackson Laboratory 

stated.  
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