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This past Saturday, April 6th, Farmington High School sent two teams and twenty-two 
students to the Connecticut State Science Olympiad competition held at UConn Storrs.  
Science Olympiad is a national organization that organizes schools to compete 
interscholastically across several fields of science and technology.  At the high school level, 
this is Farmington’s fourth year of competition, and also the fourth straight year that FHS 
has improved their performance and final state ranking. 

 
Thirty-three teams from all across the State of Connecticut were busy competing in 

twenty-three different science and technology events, scheduled in six different time slots 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:45 p.m.  Needless to say, it proved to be a very busy day across the 
campus of UConn.  Farmington claimed a final team ranking of 3rd place in the state.   

 
Beyond earning their highest team ranking, FHS students medaled in seven different 

events including top honors gold medals in Disease Detectives (Epidemiology), Dynamic 
Planet and Experimental Design.  3rd Place Medals were earned in Boomilever (balsa building), 
Elastic Launched Glider, Forestry, Write It/Do It, and Farmington’s B-Team Experimental 
Design. 

 
Each year, many events of Science Olympiad change.  Some of the events in this 

year’s Olympiad included:  Anatomy & Physiology, Circuit Lab, Forensics, Gravity Vehicle, 
Rocks & Minerals & Water Quality.  Farmington’s “A-Team” earned 17 top-ten finishes 
overall, and missed out on the overall 2nd place ranking by the slimmest of margins.  All in all, 
2013 was the strongest showing of Farmington’s Science Olympiad program, placing FHS 
firmly in the top tier of competition across Connecticut.  

 
Farmington will be graduating eight seniors from the program, including:  A-Teamers:  

Giselle Koo, Phil Cho, Aaron Golab, Ann Luo, Brendan Michaelis, Yashee Munshi & Ian 
Shusdock, as well as B-Teamer Jishnu Bhatt. 

 
It will be particularly difficult to see Giselle Koo graduate because Giselle founded 

the Olympiad program at the high school.  Ms. Koo, as a freshman with tremendous 
persistence, got the program up and running with faculty member and head coach Mr. 
Tucker in 2009. 

 



The rest of Farmington’s 2013 Olympians include:   
A-Team:  Rhea Sindvani, Patrick Demkowicz, Joan Bosma, Rachel Gombatz, Dan 

Wackelin, Travis Wong & Ben Green. 
B-Team:  Aditi Agrawal, Sreya Julakanti, Danielle Swanson, Sean Oh, Rahul Sindvani, 

Nimrita Singh, & Shruti Bhatia 
 
 
Medalists (top three event finishes) include: 

Yashee Munshi & Ann Luo (1st place in Experimental Design, 3rd place in Write It/Do It) 

Giselle Koo (3rd place in Boomilever & Forestry) 

Ben Green (3rd place in Boomilever & Elastic Launched Glider) 

Ian Shusdock & Rhea Sindvani (1st place in Disease Detectives) 

Brendan Michaelis & Joan Bosma (1st place in Dynamic Planet) 

Phil Cho (1st Place in Experimental Design) 

Travis Wong (3rd place in Forestry) 

Aditi Agrawal, Danielle Swanson, & Nimrita Singh (3rd place in Experimental Design) 

 
The head coaches of this year’s FHS Olympiad program are Eric Tucker and Andy Marshall, 
but on-going support of the program is provided by the entire high school science faculty, 
most notably Vince Tokarz, Tim Walsh & Dr. Laura Butterfield.  Special thanks also to 
parent, community member and event coach, Dr. Scott Wetstone as well as Middle School 
Olympiad Head Coach Cindy Wilbur. 
 
Farmington’s Science Olympiad Program is looking to keep its competitive advantage going, 
and expand coaching expertise into the community.  They are aiming for two to four 
community coaches with science and/or technology backgrounds -- if anyone is interested in 
helping coach students in nearly any field of science or engineering, please contact Eric 
Tucker at e-mail address:  tuckere@fpsct.org 
 


