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Farmington Board of Education 
 
Present:  Mary Grace Reed, Chair    

Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary  
Brian Collins  
Tad Diesel  
Kenneth Koos  
Melanie Meehan 
Nancy Nickerson   
Tory Stempf (absent)  
Patty Stoddard  

      
Superintendent:  Dr. Robert Villanova 
Assistant Superintendent:  Dr. Eileen S. Howley 
Business Administrator:  Michael Ryan 
Students, Parents, Teachers, Citizens 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairperson Mary Grace Reed called the Board of Education meeting to order at 
7:34 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

VOTED: To approve the minutes of May 7, 2007 with the following 
correction:   

 p. 3562 – “next” should be “net” in last paragraph 
(Collins-Stoddard) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED:   To approve the minutes of May 8, 2007 with the following 

correction: 
 p. 3570 – the motion should have been (Stoddard-Kaplan) at the 

top of the page 
 Vote was unanimous. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
Jane Paquet, Dunne Wood Court, said she is proud of the students who participated 
in crew, noting that the team finished 4th out of 12 teams.  Dr. Butterfield is doing a 
great job as coach.  She also commented about the mathematical pathways being 
revisited and her concern about the geometry program.  Mrs. Paquet also 
commented on the healthy food initiative and felt that what the schools are doing is 
effective.   
 
Marybeth Petersen, 38 Litchfield Road, commended the Board for their work on 
the budget and urged the Board to review the current 1st and 2nd grade enrollment 
numbers.  She asked if the unassigned teacher could be used at West District to 
improve these class sizes. 
 
Cindy Curtis, 31 Old Village Lane, encouraged the Board to add a teacher at West 
District for the 2nd grade class due to large class sizes.   
 
Barbara Jackie, 20 Jupiter Drive, voiced her concern for the large class sizes at 
West District. 
 
Cathy Gregory, 30 Walnut Farms, urged the Board to add a teacher as 1st grade 
classes are large. 
 
Mary Grace Reed said that the Board will ask the Superintendent of Schools to 
provide an update on class sizes. 
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 
Dr. Villanova reviewed current class sizes at West District School.  This will 
continue to be monitored and an additional teacher may be assigned based on the 
Board’s class size policy and the availability of one unassigned teacher in the 
budget.  Principal Lowery will decide which grade will have the teacher.  He also 
noted that one Kindergarten class will move from Noah Wallace to East Farms as 
well as .2 art, music and PE. 
 
Summer Learning Programs, 2007 – This program provides support for students 
to accelerate.  The Board is interested in the number of students targeted and the 
number of students that take advantage of the program. 
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Update on Accelerated Algebra II/Geometry – Dr. Villanova summarized the 
history of sequence and pathways.  Middle level placement has been a challenge.  
Advanced Topics was perceived by parents as “holding” pattern.  This year 
developed a bolder and more innovative program.  Questions arose concerning 
what direction 8th graders take after taking Algebra in 7th grade.   Betsy Kaplan 
noted her concern about pushing too hard too fast.  Nancy Nickerson expressed 
support for the elimination of the Advanced Topics and also raised a question 
about whether students are receiving tutoring in order to keep pace with the 
program.  
 
Dr. Howley provided a comprehensive overview of the current program status and 
specific plan to address the issues raised through summer curriculum work and 
adjusted pacing in the second Algebra II course.  
 
Teacher/Program Leadership Appointments – A list of appointments for these 
positions was presented. 
 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT  
 

VOTED: To accept the report of the Business Administrator for the 
month ending April 30, 2007.   (Nickerson-Meehan) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 

CONSIDERATION OF COMMITTEE REPORTS – None 
 
(Personnel/Negotiations will be covered in Executive Session.) 
 
REPORT OF THE BOARD CHAIR AND COMMITTEE LIAISONS 
 
Mary Grace Reed noted that the Negotiations Committee will meet at 5:00 p.m. on 
May 24.  The 25 Year Teacher Recognition Dinner is scheduled for May 24.  
Student Achievement Night will be at the June 18 Regular Board meeting and a 
Special Board Meeting will be held on June 25 at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Town Council Strategic Planning – Mary Grace reviewed the strategic planning 
document and the recent revisions made by the subcommittee.  The Board 
discussed the document and shared feedback for the subcommittee.   
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CREC Liaison – Mary Grace Reed and Dr. Howley attended the annual meeting.  
One more meeting is scheduled in June. 
 
Superintendent’s Interscholastic Athletics Advisory Committee – There is a 
meeting scheduled for May 30.   
 
FOCUS – There is a meeting tonight. 
Library Council – The final meeting of the year is June 4. 
 
Farmington Public Schools Foundation – A reception will be held on June 7, 6-
8:00 p.m. to thank outgoing Board members and recruit new members. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Cafeteria Food Services Program Review – Dr. Villanova reviewed highlights of 
this program review.  Dr. Villanova said they are working hard to upgrade the 
quality of food provided.  The limitation of healthy foods is having an impact.  
Revenue is down and labor costs have increased resulting in a possible deficit by 
the end of the fiscal year.  Mr. Ryan, Business Administrator, described a program 
funding adjustment that would address the anticipated deficit.  The Board did not 
object to the funding plan as presented.  Improvements and management strategies 
are being put into place and a more comprehensive review of the program is 
planned for January 2008.  Board members offered comments and Ken Koos 
suggested surveying the students about food choices.  Mr. Ryan and Mrs. Collins, 
Cafeteria Services Director, agreed with the suggestions and will continue to 
implement program improvements.   
 
Connecticut Healthy Food and Beverages in Schools Act –  

 
VOTED: To remove the proposed motion from the table. 

(Kaplan-Stoddard) 
 Vote was unanimous. 

 
The Board discussed participation in the Healthy Food and Beverages in Schools 
program.  Participants in this program must certify each year that all food items 
made available for sale to students during the school day meet the nutrition 
standards set forth by this statute.  Additional funding is provided for school 
districts that meet this requirement.  Board members discussed this program at 
length noting pros and cons.   
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VOTED: Move that the Superintendent be authorized to sign the Healthy 

Food Certification Statement indicating the Farmington Public 
Schools will meet the Connecticut Nutritional Standards and 
amending the Agreement for Child Nutrition Programs (ED-
099), and  

  Move that the Farmington Board of Education, pursuant to 
Section 10-215f and Section 10-221q of the Connecticut 
General Statutes, excludes from certification food and beverage 
items that do not meet the Connecticut Nutritional Standards 
provided (1) such sale is in connection with an event occurring 
after the end of the regular school day or on the weekend, (2) 
such sale is at the location of the event, and (3) such food is not 
sold from a vending machine or school store.  

  (Meehan-Stoddard) 
   Vote was 6 yes with 2 no (Diesel and Nickerson) 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Textbook Adoption – First Reading –  According to Board of Education Policy 
6161, the list of textbooks was submitted for its first reading.  This will be voted on 
at the June 4 meeting. 
 
Noah Wallace Fund Proposals – Dr. Howley presented the projects 
recommended by the Noah Wallace Fund Advisory Committee (totaling $26,579): 
 

1. Learning Tutorial – Supporting Learners and Building Understanding of the 
Learning Process. 

2. Continued Support for West Woods Science Program 
3. Transition Academy 
4. Farmington Teachers Writing Study Group 

 
VOTED: That the Board approves the 2007-08 Noah Wallace Fund 

projects, as presented.  (Nickerson-Meehan) 
 Vote was unanimous. 

 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - None 
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PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
Maureen Bittner updated the Board about the Boundless Playground.  Fundraising 
has reached $193,000, enough to build Phase I.  They are continuing to plan for the 
future phases which would require an additional $42,000 in funding. 
 

VOTED: To move to executive session for personnel and negotiations.   
(Nickerson-Kaplan) 
Vote was unanimous. 

 
In attendance:  Board members (Mary Grace Reed, Brian Collins, Betsy Kaplan, 
Ken Koos, Tad Diesel, Melanie Meehan, Nancy Nickerson, and Patty Stoddard), 
Dr. Villanova, Dr. Howley and Michael Ryan. 
 
After discussion regarding personnel matters and negotiations, the Board returned 
to public session. 

 
VOTED: To approve the recommendation of the Superintendent to 

appoint Kimberly Wynn as Director of Literacy K-12, effective 
July 1, 2007.  (Meehan-Nickerson). 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
 VOTED: To adjourn the meeting at 11:17 p.m.  (Collins-Nickerson) 

Vote was unanimous. 
      

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

     Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary 
 


