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Farmington Board of Education 
 
Present:  Mary Grace Reed, Chair    

Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary (absent)   
Brian Collins  
Tad Diesel  
Kenneth Koos (absent) 
Melanie Meehan 
Nancy Nickerson  
Tory Stempf  
Patty Stoddard  

      
Superintendent:  Dr. Robert Villanova 
Assistant Superintendent:  Dr. Eileen S. Howley 
Business Administrator:  Michael Ryan 
Recording Secretary:  Janine Ransom 
Students, Parents, Teachers, Citizens 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairperson Mary Grace Reed called the Board of Education meeting to order at 
7:35 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

VOTED: To approve the minutes of March 19, 2007. 
(Diesel-Collins) 

 Vote was 6 yes with 1 abstention (Tory Stempf). 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT - None 
 
SPECIAL STUDENT AND/OR FACULTY RECOGNITION 
 
The Farmington High School literary magazine, The Fine Line, was selected to 
receive a Superior rating in the 2006 National Council of Teachers of English 
(NCTE) Program to recognize excellence in student literary magazines.  Dr. Eileen 
Howley, Assistant Superintendent, introduced Patti Guignino, English Department 
Chair, who explained this award.  The Fine Line was also presented with a first 
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place award by the American Scholastic Press Association.  Honored were student 
editors:  Rachel Gaudette, Michelle Schloss and Beth Soucy; along with faculty 
advisors:  James Carter and Deb Jeffers.  The students spoke about the process 
used in publishing the literary magazine. 
 
The National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) has recognized Jeffrey 
Schafer, Elizabeth Reeves and Laura Michet with a Certificate for Superior 
Writing.  The students were honored and also explained this national competition.  
Mr. Carter complimented the excellent writers at FHS.  
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 
Farmington’s Writing Program K-12 – Dr. Howley updated the Board members 
regarding the program review and evaluation of Farmington’s writing Program K-
8.  She said that the curriculum contains a very strong writing program, stating 
“The challenge is to get all students to communicate well through the written 
word.”  The BOE Curriculum Committee recently heard a presentation by Roberta 
Kurlantzick and Kim Wynne who reported on the writing improvement efforts.  An 
action plan has been developed to strengthen or address programmatic needs.   
 
Dr. Howley also reported on FHS’s graduation requirement that all students must 
meet a performance graduation requirement in literacy.   Students who have not 
met the goal standard on the CAPT are assigned to special tutorials in their junior 
year and then take the Farmington Junior Literacy Performance Assessment.  If 
they still do not meet the FHS Graduation Standard in Literacy, they take an 
additional English course, “College Composition” in their senior year.  In answer 
to Nancy Nickerson’s question, Dr. Howley reported on this year’s seniors.  In 
answer to Tad Diesel’s question, it was stated that teachers welcome using multiple 
texts and having a tremendous amount of choices and resources.  There is broad-
based support for curriculum development.  Tad said he is very proud of the   
leadership in this area and feels that going through this writing program greatly 
benefits the students.   The Board and Dr. Villanova thanked Dr. Howley for her 
work and she said (in speaking about the success of students at the Alternative 
High School), “Sometimes achievement can bring success with students who are 
struggling and in danger of dropping out.”    The focused and purposeful efforts to 
improve writing curriculum and instruction K-12 and the faculty work to help all 
students meet Farmington’s standards are important aspects of the district’s efforts 
to improve student writing performance. 
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Dr. Villanova invited the Board members to attend the dress rehearsal performance 
at the magnet school on May 9 at 5:00 p.m. (Greater Hartford Academy of the 
Arts). 
   
Dr. Villanova reported that the Noah Wallace Search Committee is currently 
reviewing applications. 
  
CONSIDERATION OF COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 
Curriculum – Patty Stoddard added that the Curriculum Committee had a great 
meeting with Roberta Kurlantzick; it was a great use of her resources. 
 
Personnel/Negotiations – Will be discussed in executive session. 
 
Policy – There was no report at this time, however, Dr. Villanova noted that the 
Policy Committee may be considering a modification to the calendar policy to 
incorporate the determination of the high school graduation date. 
 
REPORT OF THE BOARD CHAIR AND COMMITTEE LIAISONS 
 
Ad Hoc Communications/Public Relations – The newsletter has been delivered 
to all residents in town; the timeline worked great and should continue next year.  
This edition was well organized and included great pictures.   
 
Town Council Strategic Planning – Goal 1 Education Sub-Committee – Mary 
Grace Reed reported that a few minor revisions were made to the document.  It 
was presented to the Sub-Committee and passed unanimously.  It will now be 
forwarded to the Town Council Strategic Planning Committee. 
 
CREC – Mary Grace Reed reported that she was lobbying at the Capitol last week. 
 
Services for the Elderly – Nancy Nickerson reported that students in grades K-6 
raised $3,500 for the Meals on Wheels program.  Students have also made cards 
for seniors.  She commended teachers, students and administrators for their 
cooperation and generous contributions. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
Establish Farmington High School 2007 Graduation Date –  
 

VOTED: To approve the administration’s recommendation to establish 
Thursday, June 21, 2007, as the date of the Farmington High 
School graduation ceremony.  (Stempf-Nickerson) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
Discussion and Recommendations Regarding the Town Council’s Proposed 
Ethics Ordinance – A draft of a revised Ethics Ordinance proposed by the Town 
Council was presented and discussed due to a request for the Board’s feedback on 
these revisions.  A question of clarification was discussed concerning how Board 
members as elected officials are affected by ordinances passed by the Town 
Council – how does this differ from appointed officials?  It was the consensus of 
the Board that legal advice should be obtained prior to giving any feedback to the 
Town Council.  Dr. Villanova will request a legal review from Attorney Tom 
Mooney.   
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS – None  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – None 
 
 
 VOTED: To move to executive session at 8:56 p.m. for legal matters.  

(Kaplan-Nickerson) 
Vote was unanimous. 

 
 
In attendance:  Board members (Mary Grace Reed, Brian Collins, Tad Diesel, 
Melanie Meehan, Nancy Nickerson, Tory Stempf and Patty Stoddard), Dr. 
Villanova, Dr. Howley and Michael Ryan. 
 
After discussion regarding negotiations and a student matter, the Board returned to 
public session. 
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VOTED: To approve the enrollment and attendance in the Farmington 

Public Schools (East Farms) of a Kindergarten student for the 
2007-2008 school year as a non-resident student on a tuition 
paying basis under the conditions presented in Board of 
Education Policy 5118.  (Kaplan-Diesel). 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 

 VOTED: To adjourn the meeting at 10:10 p.m.  (Nickerson-Stoddard) 
Vote was unanimous. 

      
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

     Mary Grace Reed, Chair 


