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Farmington Board of Education 
 

Present:  Mary Grace Reed, Chair  

   Paula O’Brien, Vice Chair  

William Baker (absent)   

Jean Baron  

Bill Beckert  

Mark Blore 

Bernie Erickson 

   Christopher Fagan 

   Ellen Siuta 

      

Superintendent:  Kathleen C. Greider 

Assistant Superintendent: Kimberly Wynne 

Business Administrator:  Gary Shettle 

Recording Secretary: Dawn Dzubay 

Citizens, Administration, Teachers, Press 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Mary Grace Reed called the meeting to order at 7:00p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.    

 

RECOGNITION 

Superintendent Kathleen Greider introduced Mrs. Nancy Ladish, West District School Second 

Grade Teacher, who has been selected as the 2016 Farmington Teacher of the Year. Mrs. Ladish 

has served as a dedicated teacher in the Farmington Public Schools for fifteen years where she 

has taught first and second grade at West District School. During her time in Farmington, she has 

earned the respect and admiration of her students, colleagues, school principals and the parents 

of her many students. Board members congratulated Mrs. Ladish and thanked her for her 

outstanding dedication to the students, parents and entire community of Farmington. 

 

Mary Grace Reed welcomed newly appointed Business Administrator, Gary Shettle. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

 

VOTED: To approve the amended minutes of the August 12, 2015 Board of Education 

Regular Meeting.  

  (Beckert-Blore)  

  Vote was unanimous 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT  
 

Sarah Callman said she feels teachers make all the difference to a child’s education. She asked if 

space had been found for the Robotics Team and the status of the electronic sign.  

 

Superintendent Greider reported that the Robotics Team will be meeting at the location behind 

the teen center in the evenings. She indicated that she will ask for an update on the electronic 

sign from Principal Silva.  
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

2015-16 School Opening 

On Monday, August 31, the Farmington Public Schools welcomed approximately 4,000 students 

back to school. Superintendent Greider commended those who worked so diligently to get the 

new space for the Alternative High School. She commended everyone for their hard work in 

preparing the schools for the new school year. She highlighted several exciting initiatives for this 

school year. 

 

Convocation 2015 

Superintendent Greider showed a clip of highlights from this year’s faculty convocation 

program. 

 

September 2015 Professional Staffing Report 

Assistant Superintendent Kim Wynne updated the Board on the hiring of forty-one new teachers. 

New teacher orientation was held on August 24 and 25. Jean Baron thanked the administration 

for their consideration in adding the teachers to reduce class size in the 4
th

 garde.  

 

Summer School Programs Report 

Vince LaFontan, Director of Extended Care and Learning, served as the operations coordinator 

of the Farmington Summer Learning Academy. In this position, he managed the registration 

process, maintained contact with parents and faculty and supervised the overall functions of the 

Summer Learning Academy. Each summer school program is led by a member of the faculty. 

Vince highlighted the many academic and enrichment programs offered to the Farmington 

Community. Farmington Summer Learning programs had another record breaking year for 

enrollment.  

 

Standards Based Curriculum Work, Summer 2015 

Kim Wynne and Veronica Ruzek commented on the work done this summer. There were 202 

teachers that participated in the offerings. Veronica shared examples of the following summer 

work: curriculum writing maps, development of the all-day kindergarten program and writer’s 

workshop for teachers. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Videotaping of BOE Meetings 

 

VOTED:  To approve the first reading of Policy #9326 Videotaping of Board of 

Education Meetings. 

   (Beckert-Siuta) 

 

Bill Beckert shared the process to date. The Policy Committee met in August as directed by the 

Board. 

 

Mary Grace Reed asked the Policy Committee to look at the agenda policy in the manual. Jean 

Baron asked if it is in the policy to give both name and address when addressing the Board. 

Concerns regarding public comment were discussed. Concern was expressed about privacy of 
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students. Committee members do not want to deter people from being heard. Mary Grace Reed 

recommended the policy include videotaping of the business of the Board in the description part 

of the policy. Chris Fagan said he does not want to delay the policy any longer and it will be 

evaluated asap. Mary Grace Reed said the policy is sensitive to the population the Board is 

serving while still getting out the business of the Board to the public.  

 

 Vote was unanimous 

 

CONSIDERATION OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 

VOTED: To approve the report of the Business Administrator for the month ending 

June 30, 2015 as presented. 

   (O’Brien-Siuta) 

   Vote was unanimous 

 

Gary Shettle commented on the end of year financial report and commended the Board and 

School District.  

 

REPORT OF BOARD CHAIR 

 Mary Grace Reed asked about getting the “Ignite” presentations out to the Board 

members. 

 

 Mary Grace Reed indicated that Board of Education meetings will be begin promptly at 

7:00pm and that microphones need to be utilized for videotaping purposes. 

 

 Mary Grace Reed commented that the continuing education catalogue looks similar to the 

Town’s Recreation catalogue. She suggested that the director may want to change it. 

 

 The Chair expressed interest in now going paperless with regard to Board of Education 

packets.  

  

Jean Baron reported the Capital Ad-Hoc committee will be presenting a report to the Board and 

Town Council in December 2015. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Christy Mullers asked where public comments will be recorded if not on video and when is the 

first videotaping. 

 

Tim Germano said he has been present at BOE meetings and feels people would not be bothered 

to have their comments being videotaped. He said it gives only part of the information if the 

public comment is not taped and recommends adding public comment to the taping. He asked 

about the archive policy for Nutmeg TV and asked if the Town Council videotapes public 

comment and if the Board will archive the meeting tapes. 
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Olivia Germano said many things the Board discussed in the past were brought in by public 

comment. She stated that the Town Council videotapes the entire meeting and said that students 

are videotaped there.  

 

Mary Grace Reed responded to the comments. She has seen parents come to the Board with 

sensitive issues. She said the tapes will be stored at the public library and will be available for 

check out. She explained every town/group has its own guidelines and procedures.  

 

Superintendent Greider said once the Board approves the second reading of the videotaping 

policy, the final details of the contract with Nutmeg TV and logistics will be finalized. Mary 

Grace Reed indicated that public comments will still be recorded in the minutes.  

 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

 VOTED: To move to executive session to discuss legal matters.  

   (Beckert-O’Brien) 

   Vote was unanimous 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

 VOTED: To adjourn  at 10:07p.m. 

   (Beckert-O’Brien) 

   Vote was unanimous 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Paula O’Brien 

Secretary 

 

 


