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Farmington Board of Education 
 

Present:  Mary Grace Reed, Chair  

   Paula O’Brien, Vice Chair (arrived at 7:08pm) 

William Baker (absent)   

Jean Baron (arrived at 7:58) 

Bill Beckert  

Mark Blore 

Bernie Erickson 

   Christopher Fagan 

   Ellen Siuta 

      

Superintendent:  Kathleen C. Greider 

Assistant Superintendent: Kimberly Wynne 

Business Administrator:  Gary Shettle 

Citizens, StudentS, Administration 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Mary Grace Reed called the meeting to order at 7:00p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.    

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

 

VOTED: To approve the minutes of the September 8, 2015 Board of Education 

Regular Meeting.  

 (Siuta-Beckert)  

 Vote was unanimous 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT  
none 

 

 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

Welcome and Comments from East Farms School Principal, Renee St. Hilaire 

Principal Renee St. Hilaire introduced Mrs. Bren, and her students Kecia and Kevin who 

presented to the Board of Education on the East Farms ELL program. They spoke of the specific 

aspects of the program and its overall effectiveness. The students spoke in detail about the 

strategies they used to improve their English skills.  

 

The Board members asked questions of the students, Mrs. Bren and the Superintendent regarding 

student entry-level ability, curriculum and data on the ELL program. The Board commended and 

thanked the students and Mrs. Bren. 

 

School Facilities Summer Maintenance & Building Repairs 

Mr. Gary Shettle presented a brief overview of the Summer 2015 school maintenance projects. 

Mr. Shettle commented that a great deal was accomplished in a short period of time. He 

commended the maintenance staff on a fine job. Board members asked questions about the 

placement of the IAR generator and the upcoming East Farms School room divider project and 
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possible disruptions to the school day. The business administrator addressed their questions in 

full. A brief discussion was held about the scheduling of the school facility tours.  

 

Superintendent Greider updated the Board members on a question that was asked at the last BOE 

meeting regarding the proposed electronic sign. She indicated the Town Planning and Zoning 

Board approved the project and it has now moved to the next level of approval. Mr. Johnson, 

Student Council Advisor, will keep the superintendent updated on new developments. 

 

FHS Engaged Learning Update 

Assistant Superintendent Kim Wynne presented the Engaged Learning Update. She spoke of the 

name change from Design Team Update to Engaged Learning Update and that the new name 

comprehensively reflects the district’s commitment to continuous improvement districtwide K-

12. She outlined the various articles in the community update.  

 

School-based Information 

Superintendent Greider spoke of the common theme of the school news entries for this meeting. 

She pointed out that they are all in some way about supporting positive behavior. 

  

Professional Appointments, Retirements & Resignations 

Professional Appointments and Resignations were presented to the Board. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Budget Update/Impact  

 

Approval of Policy 9326 Videotaping of Board of Education Meetings (Second Reading) 

 

VOTED: To approve policy 9326 Videotaping of Board of Education 

Meetings.  

(Beckert-Blore) 

 

The Board discussed the policy briefly. 

 

Vote was unanimous.  

  

NEW BUSINESS 

Review of 2015 Policy Updates (First Reading) 

 

VOTED: To move Business Item A approval of 2015 policy updates to 

consent agenda. 

    (Beckert-Blore) 

    Vote was unanimous. 

  

VOTED: To approve the consent agenda as presented which included the 

first reading 2015 Policy Updates listed below.  

 

 Policy 1331 Prohibition Against Smoking 
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 Policy 4118.231 Alcohol, Tobacco and Drug-Free Workplace 

 Policy 4120 Reports of Suspected Abuse or Neglect of Children or Sexual 

Assault of Students by School Employees 

 Policy 5131 Student Discipline 

 Policy 5134 and Regulation 5134A Student Use of the District’s Computer 

Systems & Internet Safety 

 Regulation 5141.3A Administrative Regulations Regarding Health 

Assessments/Screenings 

 Regulation 5141.4A Administrative Regulations Regarding Immunizations 

 Regulation 5141.21 Administration of Student Medication in the Schools 

 Policy 6153 and Regulation 6153A Field Trips 

 Policy 6155 Curricular Exemptions 

 

(Beckert-Erickson) 

    Vote was unanimous.  

 

Review and Consideration of 2015-16 School District Annual Report 

 

VOTED: To approve the amended 2015-16 School District Annual Report.  

(Siuta-Beckert) 

Vote was unanimous.  

 

Approval of Chartwells Addendum per SDE & USDA Changes 

 

VOTED: To approve the addendum to the Food Service agreement between 

Compass Group USA, Inc., by and through its Chartwells division 

(FSMC) and Farmington Public Schools as presented) 

(Siuta-O’Brien) 

 

Mr. Gary Shettle, Business Administrator, explained that the State Department of Education was 

under investigation by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and upon review 

found items in forty-nine school districts’ contracts that they feel do not belong in the contract 

because it may not be fair to other companies who bid on contracts.  The changes affect FSMC 

Investment, Scholarships, and Nutrition Grants. Therefore, all forty-nine school districts, 

including Farmington, who were impacted by the change, will have to go out to rebid cafeteria 

services for the 2016-17 school year.  

 

Vote was unanimous.  

 

CONSIDERATION OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

Approval of July/August 2015 Financial Report as Presented  

 

VOTED: To approve the report of the Business Administrator for the months 

ending July/August 2015 as presented. 
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 (Beckert-Siuta) 

 

Mr. Shettle indicated that they are monitoring the staffing and special education accounts 

because there were significant impacts to these two accounts that were out of the district’s 

control. He went on to explain the district anticipates savings with regard to energy costs.  

 

 Vote was unanimous.  

 

REPORT OF BOARD CHAIR 

Mary Grace Reed reminded BOE members that the NEASC accreditation review will begin on 

Sunday, September 27
th

 and the New Teacher Reception will be held October 8
th

 from 4:00pm – 

6:00pm. The Board discussed their availability and confirmed which members are available to 

attend each event. Finally, Mary Grace Reed updated the Board on the Search for the Executive 

Director of CREC.  

 

Jean Baron reported that a Curriculum Meeting is scheduled for September 22 at 4:00. 

Ellen Siuta updated the Board Members on the FPSF strategy meeting which was held last week. 

She commented on the great potential that lies ahead. 

The dates for the Ad-Hoc Cafeteria meetings were sent out today.  

Jean Baron reported that she will be meeting with the superintendent in the coming days 

regarding the Ad-Hoc Capital Committee.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Tim Germano asked a question about the NEASC visit regarding who is accrediting the school, 

what the criteria is and how long the accreditation lasts.  

 

Olivia Germano commented that the schools’ facilities look great. She asked a question about the 

regional school calendar and when Farmington will adopt it. She also asked a question about the 

changes to the FHS 9
th

 grade American History curriculum.  

 

Superintendent Greider provided details on the NEASC visit and the accreditation the process.  

 

Superintendent Greider went on to answer the question regarding the Regional School Calendar. 

She indicated that some districts have aligned their school year calendar with the regional 

calendar already and that Connecticut legislation calls for all districts to align their calendars 

with the Regional Calendar by next year (2016-17). However, there is a provision for districts 

that may be bound by bargaining unit contracts that would prevent them from aligning. In this 

case a one year extension will be granted.  

 

Veronica Ruzek, Director of Curriculum and Instruction, described the changes that were made 

to the American History curriculum and how the vertical teams  prioritized the curriculum.   

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

VOTED: To move to executive session at 8:26pm and to invite Attorney 

Thomas Mooney into the Executive Session. 

    (Beckert-Baron) 
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In attendance:  Jean Baron, Mark Blore, Bernie Erickson, Christopher Fagan, Paula O’Brien, 

Mary Grace Reed, Ellen Siuta, Kathleen Greider, Attorney Thomas Mooney.  

 

The Board returned to public session at 10:56pm. 

 

VOTED: That the Board directs its attorneys to attend the Wetlands and TP 

and Z hearings related to the development proposed adjacent to 

Union School and to take action necessary to protect the Board's 

interests and to gather information so that the Board can consider 

and formulate its position on the proposed development 

and further moved that the Board directs its attorneys to prepare 

and deliver to the Town their legal opinion on whether the 

easement granted by the Town Council to the developer on 

September 8, 2015 conflicts with the statutory rights and 

responsibilities of the Board of Education 

 
(Suita-Unanimous second) 

Vote was unanimous  

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

 VOTED: To adjourn the meeting at 11:00pm. 

   (Beckert-Baron) 

   Vote was unanimous 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Paula O’Brien 

Secretary 


