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BOE Meeting     May 18, 2015    Union School 

Farmington Board of Education 

 

Present: Mary Grace Reed, Chair 

  Paula O’Brien, Vice Chair (absent) 

  William Baker (absent) 

Jean Baron 

  Bill Beckert 

  Mark Blore 

  Bernie Erickson 

  Christopher Fagan 

  Ellen Siuta 

 

Superintendent:  Kathleen C. Greider 

Business Administrator:  Mike  Ryan 

Director of Curriculum & Instruction:  Veronica Ruzek 

Citizens, Faculty, Administration, Press 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Mary Grace Reed called the meeting order at 7:04 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

RECOGNITION OF THE HISTORY DAY COMPETITION 

Superintendent Greider provided an overview of the History Day and the impressive recognition 

that was given to FHS at the CCSU History Day Competition.  FHS took the top prize at the 

History Day state-level competition.  Dr. Silva, Principal of FHS, provided an overview and 

commended students and FHS teacher, Louise Campbell.  A group of six students will represent 

Connecticut in Washington at the national competition.  The six award winning FHS students 

attended the Board meeting to discuss their projects—Allen Haugh (Sophomore),  Eric Chiarillo 

(Sophomore),  Alec Bohlman (Sophomore), Sahiti Alavala (Junior), Smrithi Raman 

(Sophomore) and Swati Rath (Senior).  Allen provided an overview of his group’s collaborative 

project.  Allen emphasized the number of extracurricular opportunities that has brought him to 

the Board three times this year.  He felt it was a reflection of his and his teammates self-direction 

and resourcefulness.  He spoke about Mrs. Campbell and how she emphasized the following, 

“Seeing the world through a single grain of sand.”  Eric spoke about the experience and thanked 

Mrs. Campbell for her inspirational teaching of History that promotes critical thinking and 

reasoning as students lead their own learning.  Alec expressed the importance of preparing 

oneself for a competition like History Day. His team interviewed Igor Sikorsky (son of Igor 

Ivanovich Sikorsky founder of Sikorsky Aircraft Corporation) as part of their History Day  
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project.  They were commended by the judges at the competition for their originality in 

interviewing Igor Sikorsky.   

 

Sahiti and Smrithi created a website of Noah Webster as their project for the History Day 

competition.  Sahiti expressed the importance of Noah Webster and how he revolutionized the 

way we communicate.  She shared the biggest take-aways from the project are the scale of the 

project and the independence the project promotes.  Her team is learning coding as part of their 

project and emphasized how the project helped to strengthen their communication skills.  Sahiti 

connected the History Day project to the structure of the CAPSTONE.    Smrithi singled out 

History Day as the project she was most proud of.  She spoke of her pride when she presented to 

the judges.  She is very grateful to Mrs. Campbell and the school district for this opportunity.  

The Board members commended the students.  Bill Beckert commented on the continuity from 

the high school to the elementary schools.  Bernie Erickson thanked the students who presented.  

Ellen Suita commended the students for taking advantage of all the opportunities at FHS.  She 

commented on their theme this year, “Leaders and their Legacies.”  Jean Barron asked if students 

presenting at the Board meeting were always passionate about history.  Chris Fagen commented 

on how the Board looks at the district’s improvement work from a macro-level and our students 

exemplify improvement at the micro-level.  Students from Union School asked questions of the 

FHS students about History Day.   

 

Swati is a senior at FHS and she will be attending Cornell next year.  She also presented at 

History Day.  She highlighted the rewards of working with students from different grade levels.  

Mary Grace asked if the students could share the website with the students of Union School as 

well as the Board.  Mrs. Campbell emphasized the importance of history in schools.  Mary Grace 

Reed talked about the importance of sharing their presentation with elementary-aged students 

and commended Mrs. Campbell on her unwavering dedication to the Farmington Public Schools.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

 

 VOTED: To approve the minutes of the May 4, 2015 Board of Education Regular 

   Meeting. 

   (Beckert/Blore)  
   (Seven (7) in favor, none opposed, one (1) abstained.  Motion carries. (7/0/1) 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Christy Muller, Pembroke Hill, asked a question about when Nutmeg TV will come to speak to 

the Board of Education.  Superintendent Greider shared the date of the presentation (June 1, 

2015). 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

 

Welcome and Comments from Union School Prinicpal:  Principal Caitlin Eckler introduced 

the Union School presentation.  She expressed the importance of the Vision of the FPS Graduate, 

Framework for Teaching and Learning and Farmington’s Core Beliefs.  She invited 3
rd

 and 4
th

 

grade students up to present what they are learning.  Union School is providing students with 

opportunities to learn how to give and receive meaningful feedback to improve their work.  

Students talked about the importance of feedback in order to learn from their mistakes and the 

ways in which they use feedback to improve student outcomes.  The presentation also included a 

1
st
 grade student sharing his writing.  He demonstrated how feedback from a partner in class to 

improve his writing.  Students shared ways that feedback improves outcomes.  Students talked 

about the importance of specific feedback.  They demonstrated the use of Chromebooks and how 

feedback is received using this technology tool.   Students asked if the Board had any questions.  

Mark Blore commended the students for explaining the importance of feedback.  Bill Beckert 

expressed his pride in all of the students.  Bernie Erickson felt the students reflected similar skills 

as the FHS students.  Ellen Suita asked about publishing their writing in bound books.  Jean 

Baron asked about how feedback is given to students.  Students shared how they receive 

feedback within partnerships.  Christopher Fagan asked about their favorite subject.  Mary Grace 

Reed asked if one of the students who wrote the story about the snake to stand up.  Students were 

also asked about the most challenging part of receiving feedback.  Students responded to 

questions posed by Mary Grace Reed.  Superintendent Greider commended the students and 

asked if Principal Eckler could introduce the students’ teachers in attendance at the meeting.   

 

 VOTED:  To approve the addition of the Art Presentation to the Board Agenda 

       (Beckert/Baron) 

       Vote was unanimous 

  

The Arts in Farmington 

Julie Sawyer, the Department Chair of the Art Department, provided an overview of the work 

that has occurred this year in the Art Department, including a grant awarded to the district by the 

State Department of Education.  She described the interactive map project of Farmington to be 

displayed at the Farmington library.  They provided a video of how the Vision of the FPS 

Graduate has been implemented across grade levels in the Art Department.   The video 

highlighted teacher and student reflections on the Vision of the FPS Graduate.   Examples of 

student art work and student reflections on their art work were included in the video.  Maker 

spaces were highlighted in the video.  The joy of learning was evident throughout the video.  

Students expressed the importance of the arts in their lives.  All elements of the Vision of the 

FPS Graduate were highlighted throughout the video.   
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Julie Sawyer invited the Board to attend the many art events occurring throughout the district.  

Board members expressed how much they enjoyed the video.  They commended the Art 

Department for their openness and for creating a district-wide positive learning environment for 

our students.   

 

Superintendent Greider talked about the importance of STEAM (Science Technology, Arts, 

Engineering and Math) in Farmington.  The integration of Art in Science, Technology,  

Engineering and Math continues to be seen throughout the school district.   The Board of 

Education and Superintendent commended the Art Department for their innovative approach and 

for an impressive video.   

 

Summer Curriculum Process/Projects 

Director of Curriculum and Instruction, Veronica Ruzek, shared an overview of the Summer 

Curriculum Process/Projects.  The projects were divided by grade levels.  She asked if the Board 

had any questions.  She highlighted the way in which Farmington provides training to teachers in 

developing curriculum.    Mary Grace Reed asked about how many teachers will be involved in 

the projects.  Ms. Ruzek estimated that over 80 teachers are involved in this work.  Mary Grace 

Reed asked if the number of teachers could be included in the cover page.  Bill Beckert 

suggested that every project have a summary included above each project within the cover page.   

Ms. Ruzek thanked the Board for the support they have provided through the addition of 

secondary substitutes for professional learning.  The impact has been significant.   

 

Teacher/Program Leadership Appointments 

Director of Curriculum and Instruction, Veronica Ruzek, provided an overview of the 

Teacher/Program Leadership Appointments.  Teacher leadership is a vital part of Farmington’s 

improvement work.  Teachers are leaders in Farmington.  In addition, the appointments are a 

reflection of the Board of Education’s commitment to teacher leadership.  Board members 

commended administration for these appointments and the coherence and buy in throughout the 

district.   

 

School-Based Information 

Jean Baron commended East Farms for their field study at East Farms.  Ms. Ruzek explained that 

this district-wide focus.  She described the collaborative partnership between the school district 

and Winding Trails.   

 

Turf Field Lighting Request 

Superintendent Greider gave a brief overview of the request to increase night games on our turf 

field at FHS from 10 nights to 14 nights.  Principal Silva provided additional information on the 

interscholastic teams who would benefit from this request.   The Board asked questions about the 

process and the request.   

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Budget Update/Impact 
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Superintendent Greider and Business Administrator Mike Ryan shared an overview of Medicaid 

reimbursements and other accounts that will address areas of need in technology and facility 

projects in this fiscal year.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Graduation Policy #6146  

Superintendent Greider provided an overview of the updates to the Graduation requirement.   

VOTED:   To approve the policy update as presented to Policy #6146 – Graduation 

Policy 

   (Siuta/Erickson) 

   Vote was unanimous 

 

New Courses 

Superintendent Greider provided an overview of the new pilot courses and courses for approval 

as a first reading.   

 

 VOTED: To approve the new courses as outlined for approval as a first reading. 

   (Baron/Beckert) 

   Vote was unanimous 

Textbook Adoption 

Veronica Ruzek provided a quick overview of the textbook requests for a first Reading.   

 

 VOTED: To approve the text adoption requests for approval as a first reading. 

   (Siuta/Fagan) 

   Vote was unanimous 

Noah Wallace Fund Proposal 

Veronica Ruzek provided an overview of the Noah Wallace proposals.  There are several 

exciting projects that are proposed: 

 Student Contributors:  Leading their own Learning through Communication and 

Collaboration 

 TinkerCad and 3DPprinting in the West Woods MakerSpace 

 FHS Community Forum 

 Economic Empowerment Through Global  Crafting 

Mark Blore commented on last year’s project with MakerSpaces and the impact these spaces 

have had on student learning.  The fund keeps giving each year.  The Board expressed their 

gratitude to the Noah Wallace fund.   
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VOTED: To approve the Noah Wallace proposals as presented. 

    (Baron/Fagan) 

 Vote was unanimous 

            

Financial Report 

Mike Ryan reviewed the April financial report and shared an overview of where we are as a 

district relative to district-wide financials.  Mr. Ryan highlighted areas of opportunity when it 

comes to addressing needs in facility projects and technology this year.   

 

He provided an overview of the self-insurance account.  Mr. Ryan has requested a report from 

Cigna on the catastrophic claims for this school year. 

 

VOTE:  To approve the financial report as presented. 

(Beckert/Baron) 

Vote was unanimous 

 

 

VOTE:   To approve the addition of the Education Specifications for the partial 

 roof replacement areas, L, Q, T to the Board Agenda 

        (Beckert/Erickson) 

         Vote was unanimous 

 

Education Specifications (IAR Roof) 

Mike Ryan provided a quick overview of the Educational Specifications for the IAR partial roof 

replacement.  He explained the need to review the specifications at this Board meeting due to the 

timing of the project.   

VOTE:  To approve the Educational Specifications for IAR for the partial roof  

   replacement, areas L, Q, T. 

  (Baron/Beckert) 

   Vote was unanimous 

 

REPORT OF BOARD CHAIR 

 Mary Grace Reed shared the date of the 25 Year Dinner and asked the Board of Education to let 

her know who is attending.  She reviewed upcoming dates for the Farmington’s Alternative High 

School Graduation and the Cafeteria Ad Hoc Committee meeting.  Mary Grace Reed asked if the 

Board meeting location of FAHS was rescheduled.  It was not.  Jean Baron asked if we could 

have a Board of Education meeting at FAHS early next school year.   Mary Grace provided an 

overview of upcoming dates and Board meeting timing.  She shared the FHS date of graduation 

for the Class of 2015.  June 17
th

 is the FHS graduation.   

 

 

 

 

 



4462 

Executive Session:   

VOTE:  To move to executive session for negotiations and a personnel matter. 

            (Blore/Siuta)  

                                   Vote was unanimous 

 

The Board returned to public session at 9:45 p.m. 

            

ADJOURNMENT  

Vote:   To adjourn the meeting at 9:45 p.m. 

(Beckert/Suita) 

    Vote was unanimous 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Paula O’Brien 

Secretary 

 

 

 


