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Farmington Board of Education 
 

Present:  Mary Grace Reed, Chair  

   Paula O’Brien, Vice Chair  

William Baker    

Jean Baron (absent) 

Bill Beckert  

Mark Blore (absent) 

Bernie Erickson 

   Christopher Fagan 

   Ellen Siuta (arrived at 7:14pm) 

      

Superintendent:  Kathleen C. Greider 

Assistant Superintendent: Kimberly Wynne 

Business Administrator:  Mike Ryan 

Recording Secretary: Dawn Dzubey 

Citizens, Student, Administration, Teachers 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Mary Grace Reed called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. and led the Pledge of 

Allegiance.    

 

RECOGNITION 

Superintendent Greider stated she was thrilled to have the students of the Model UN Club 

present at the meeting with their faculty advisor, Lance Goldberg. Farmington High School 

students were awarded first place for Best Delegation at this year’s Hartford Model United 

Simulation at the University of Hartford, held on December 5
th

 and 6
th

 and sponsored by the 

World Affairs Club in Hartford. This year over fifty Farmington High School students 

participated in their roles as delegates from Bangladesh, Japan, Saudi Arabia, Singapore and 

South Korea. In particular, Adrian Pietrzak, Dan Wackelin and Yeye Li were singled out and 

awarded Best Delegation for their exceptional representation of Japan in the Economic 

Committee. Second place finishers included Allen Haugh, Simrithi Raman, Seey Sodani and 

Veshruthi Palanivel for their representation of Saudi Arabia in the Humanitarian Committee. The 

club is under the guidance of faculty advisor, Social Studies teacher, Lance Goldberg. Ellen 

Siuta surprised the members with a personal letter from Michael Moeller, Director General, U.N. 

Geneva, Switzerland. The Board of Education congratulated the students and their faculty 

advisor, Lance Goldberg, for their many accomplishments.  

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

 

VOTED: To approve the minutes of the February 7, 2015 Board of Education 

Regular Meeting.  

 (O’Brien-Siuta)  

 Vote was unanimous 

 

VOTED: To approve the minutes of the February 10, 2015 joint Board of Education 

and Town Council Meeting.  

 (Beckert-O’Brien)  
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 Six (6) in favor, none opposed, one (1) abstained (Baker due to absence). 

Motion carries. (6/0/1) 

 

VOTED: To approve the minutes of the February 10, 2015 Board of Education 

Regular Meeting.  

 (Fagan-Beckert)  

  

Christopher Fagan said he felt the level of disappointment by Board 

members regarding the letter was not implied in the minutes and he 

reflected over the past weeks and took to heart what was said and 

commented he will work together with members moving forward.  

 

VOTED: To table the minutes of the February 10, 2015 Board of Education 

meeting.  

 (Fagan-O’Brien)  

 Six (6) in favor, one (1) opposed (Erickson), none abstained. Motion 

carries. (6/1/0) 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT  
Christy Mullen, Pembrook Hill, requested for the second time that the Board of Education 

videotape and televise meetings to keep the public fully informed of school-related matters. She 

listed other towns that make video available.  

 

Sarah Kallman, Grosvenor Place, had comments related to the proposed policy change regarding 

the 6000 series. New courses and/or revision she said the word “may” should be changed to 

“require” and the Board of Education should formally approve the superintendent’s 

recommendation.  

 

Olivia Germano, 26 Firenzi Lane, asked about the following items.  

Great Source Schools Partnership – asked what is the basis for this relationship and what is being 

received as well as future plans. 

FHS Accreditation – what are the requirements and what changes can be expected.  

Why are final exams being discontinued 

6000 Policy series do not include grammar and composition in language arts curriculum. She 

feels that is the best place for the learning of these items.  

October 6 minutes – She saw the elimination of student participation class activities, projects and 

assignments . Asked that Board to reinstate what has been eliminated from grading to be sure 

students are receiving a fair grade.  

Policy changes are the Board’s responsibility and they are giving away authority to 

administrators.  

 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

Welcome and Comments from West Woods Upper Elementary School Principal, Alicia 

Bowman 
Principal Bowman welcomed the Board and explained West Woods Upper Elementary School’s 

focus for this year. Assistant Principal, Teresa Giolito, stated the faculty is using the book, 

Leaders of their Own Learning as the faculty’s text reading this year. They are reading it as a 
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faculty and using the book to guide their work. They showed a video of their students leading 

their own learning and showing how it impacts their growth and achievement.  Students shared 

how they are self-directed and reflective of their learning. Mary Grace Reed asked the 

administrators to let the students know how much the Board of Education appreciates this 

presentation.  

 

Breakfast Program Update 

The Farmington Public Schools introduced a breakfast program at Union and West District 

School starting in September 2014. Breakfast is also offered at Farmington High School. Jill 

Donnelly, Director of Dining Services shared the rational for the program and how the program 

was received by students. This program was funded through a grant offered to only West District 

School and Union School by the State of Connecticut. Jill also announced the recent award of a 

grant to fund breakfast smoothies as an option at FHS. The nutritionist and chef were also 

present at the meeting. 

 

 VOTED: To move IV-D up on the agenda. 

   (Beckert-Siuta) 

   Vote was unanimous.  

 

Universal Design for Learning Presentation 

Laurie Singer and Alicia Bowman gave a presentation on Universal Design for Learning (UDL). 

UDL provides a framework for designing curriculum, and differentiating instructional practice to 

meet the needs of all students. The district has formed a committee of general and special 

education teachers, along with interested staff members to promote the development and 

implementation of UDL and improve access and achievement for all students. During the course 

of this year, the committee will be participating in professional development and reviewing 

capacity. Further, they will examine how current practice aligns with UDL best practice and 

formulating a long-term vision for UDL development in Farmington. Bill Baker spoke about the 

importance of fully explaining this approach. This does not change the standards it only changes 

how to get students there. Christopher Fagan asked about implementation.  

 

 VOTED: To move IV-E up on the Agenda 

   (O’Brien-Siuta) 

   Vote was unanimous  

 

SBAC Update 
Veronica Ruzek, Director of Curriculum and Instruction gave an overview of the history of 

Connecticut State Assessment. The CMT started in 1984, CAPT began in 1994. 2015 will be the 

first year in which students, families and the district will receive student scores on the Smarter 

Balanced Assessments.  Last Spring (2014) Farmington participated in the Smarter Balanced 

Field Test. The major benefit in participating was a confirmation that our technology system can 

support online testing at all of the schools. With the help of the technology team, under the 

direction of Matt Ross and the support of the library media specialist team, both teachers and 

students seamlessly navigated through the online testing.  

 

 VOTED: To move IV-F up on the agenda 

   (O’Brien-Beckert) 
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   Vote was unanimous 

 

Agreement between State and Town for Use of Building for EXCL Program 

This agenda item is coming before the Board prior to the Town Council reviewing the 

agreement. Mike Ryan gave an update on discussions to date. Vince LaFontan, EXCL Director, 

spoke about the space located at 1 Depot Place. There would need to be some renovations done 

which EXCL will absorb. There is adequate parking at the location for staff parking. The 

building is owned by the State of Connecticut, who will lease it at no cost for a period of thirty 

years. The Board asked about performing various tests prior to renovations.  

 

Uniform Regional Calendar 

Superintendent Greider distributed the legislation House Bill #5559, Public Act No. 14-38. This 

regional calendar is State initiated. The CREC Uniform Regional Calendar for 2015-16 is based 

on the agreement made by the Greater Hartford committee last year. Adoption of it is voluntary 

next school year, but the uniform regional calendar is mandatory for the 2016-17 school year 

with the exception of school districts who have bargaining agreements in place that will not 

permit adoption for the 2016-17 school year. Since Farmington has contract agreements in place, 

the district will need to push the adoption of the Regional Calendar off until the 2017-18 school 

year.  

 

Design Team Update 

Kim Wynne distributed the February 23, 2015 issue which highlights technology applications.  

This information will be placed on the FHS website under “Engaged Learners”. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Educator Evaluation and Professional Development Plan Report 

Kim Wynne gave an overview of the changes to the plan as well as provided a copy of the final 

Educator Evaluation and Professional Development Plan. 

 

VOTED: To approve the 2014-2015 Educator Evaluation and Professional 

Development Plan. 

 (Siuta-O’Brien) 

 Vote was unanimous  

 

Retable Previously Tabled Approval of Revisions to 6000 Series Policies 

 

           VOTED: To retable the Revisions to the 6000 Series Policies. 

 (Beckert-Siuta) 

 Six (6) in favor, one (1) opposed (Baker), none abstained. Motion 

carries (6/1/0) 

 

          VOTED: To approve Administrative Regulation #6124A – Publications. 

 (Beckert-Erickson) 

 Vote was unanimous 

 

          VOTED: To approve Policy #6140 – Curriculum and 6140A – Curriculum 

Administrative Regulation.  
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 (Siuta-Beckert) 

 Vote was unanimous 

 

          VOTED: To approve Administrative Regulation 6146.2A Testing. 

 (Siuta-Beckert) 

  

Bill Baker said he is not comfortable moving this policy forward at this time. There are still more 

parent forums coming up. He feels this should wait until after those forums.  

 

VOTED: To table Administrative Regulation 6146.2A Testing until the next 

Board meeting. 

 (Fagan-Baker) 

 Four (4) in favor (Beckert, Reed, Siuta, Erickson), three (3) 

opposed (O’Brien, Baker, Fagan), none abstained. Motion carries. 

(4/3/0) 

 

VOTED: To approve Administrative Regulation 6150A – Instructional 

Departments. 

    (Beckret-Fagan) 

 

VOTED: To amend Administrative Regulation 6150A – Instructional 

Departments to include Grammar. 

 (Reed-Erickson) 

 Vote was unanimous 

 

VOTED: To approve Policy 6154. 

 (Beckert-Fagan) 

 Vote was unanimous 

 

VOTED: To approve Administrative Regulation 6154A – Homework 

 (O’Brien-Siuta) 

 Four (4) in favor (O’Brien, Reed, Siuta, Fagan), three (3) opposed 

(Beckert, Erickson, Baker), none abstained. Motion carries. (4/3/0) 

 

VOTED: To approve Policy #6155 Curricular Exemptions 

 (O’Brien-Beckert) 

 Vote was unanimous 

 

VOTED: To approve Policy #6212, Parent-Teacher Communication 

 (Siuta-Erikcson) 

 

 

CONSIDERATION OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 

VOTED: To approve the report of the Business Administrator for the month 

ending January 31, 2015. 

 (O’Brien-Beckert) 



 

BOE Meeting February 23, 2015 West Woods Upper Elem. School 

 

 

 

 Vote was unanimous 

 

REPORT OF BOARD CHAIR 

Mary Grace Reed reminded Board members of the following meetings: 

 February 24 – Town Council Review of Capital 

 March 10 – Public Hearing  

 March 11 – Meeting with Council at 4:00 – Budget Presentation 

 March 14 – Town Council Budget Workshop 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Personnel/Negotiations –  none 

Policy  - Bill Beckert reported the committee will be meeting Thursday, March 5 @ 4:00pm.  

Curriculum – None 

Communications  - Ellen Siuta reported they need to reschedule two PTO visits (NW & WD). 

She also reported the community newsletter should be mailed out in the coming days.  

 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE IAISONS 

CREC – Mary Grace Reed reported they are diligently working on a replacement for Executive 

Director, Bruce Douglas.  

FHS School-to-Career – None 

FOCUS – None 

Farmington Public School Foundation  - Ellen Siuta distributed information on the Trivia Bee 

fundraiser. It will be on March 27
th

.  

Superintendent’s Interscholastic Athletics Advisory Committee – None 

Chamber of Commerce - None 

Town and Board Joint Green Initiative  - None 

Ad-Hoc Cafeteria – The AdHoc Cafeteria Committee met before 2/23/2015 meeting.  

Ad-Hoc Capital –Bill Beckert reported the next meeting is scheduled for March 3 at 5:00pm 

and the FHS facility tour for the Board members is scheduled for 7:45am on March 3
rd

.  

Health/Wellness –  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

None 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

 VOTED: To move to executive session to discuss negotiations.  

   (Siuta-O’Brien) 

   Vote was unanimous 

 

In attendance:  William Baker, Bernie Erickson, Christopher Fagan, Paula O’Brien, Mary Grace 

Reed, Ellen Siuta, Kathleen Greider, and Mike Ryan. 

 

The Board returned to public session at 11:00pm 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 

 VOTED: To adjourn the meeting at 11:00pm. 

   (O’Brien-Beckert) 

   Vote was unanimous 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Paula O’Brien 

Secretary 


