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Farmington Board of Education 

 

Present:  Mary Grace Reed, Chair  

   Paula O’Brien, Vice Chair  

William Baker  (absent)   

Jean Baron  

Bill Beckert  

Mark Blore 

Bernie Erickson (absent) 

   Christopher Fagan 

   Ellen Siuta 

      

Superintendent:  Kathleen C. Greider 

Assistant Superintendent: Kimberly Wynne 

Business Administrator:  Mike Ryan 

Teachers, Students, Administrators  

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Mary Grace Reed called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. and led the Pledge of 

Allegiance.    

 

A moment of silence was held for Madelyn Kiszka, a beloved student who passed away.  

 

SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS 

The Board and Superintendent recognized and commended Mr. Rick Mulcunry and his students 

on their first place award in the Wood Technologies area of concentration in the 2014 

Connecticut Statewide Career and Technical Education Assessment. Mr. Mulcunry and two 

students spoke about the program and the unique skills that are taught and learned.  

 

Ms. Leslie Imse, Director of Music, introduced Ms. Kate Smallidge, Union School Music 

Teacher, and provided a brief overview of Kate’s accomplishments and background. Kate 

addressed the Board and spoke about her program and her students. The Board and 

Superintendent recognized and commended Kate on her exemplary teaching and on being 

awarded the Connecticut Outstanding Young Conductor Award by the American Choral 

Directors Association.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT  
Monique Bannon, 47 Oakridge Road, addressed the Board about class sizes at West District 

School verses the other Farmington elementary schools. She urged the Board to consider adding 

an additional teacher in grade 4 for the 2015-2016 school year at West District School.  

 

Julia Grieco, spoke in support of adding an additional grade 4 teacher at West District School for 

the 2015-2016 school year and explained her reasons for supporting the addition of a teacher.  

 

Lisa Ladurantaye, spoke in support of adding an additional grade 4 teacher at West District 

School for the 2015-2016 school year. She explained her reasons for supporting the addition of a 

teacher.  
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Lisa Nollman, spoke about the growing class sizes at West District School and expressed support 

of adding an additional grade 4 teacher at West District School for the 2015-2016 school year. 

 

Ned Stachen, spoke about class sizes growing at West District School and expressed support of 

adding a grade 4 teacher at West District School for the 2015-2016 school year.  

 

Alma Qirici, spoke in support of adding a grade 4 teacher at West District School for the 2015-

2016 school year and explained her reasons for supporting the additional teacher.  

 

Liz Fitzsimmons, addressed the issue of growing class sizes and expressed her feeling that it is a 

district wide issue. She urged the Board to add additional teachers into their budget plan verses 

having just unassigned teachers factored into the budget.  

 

Yixian Lai, spoke in support of adding an additional grade 4 teacher at West District School for 

the 2015-2016 school year and explained her reasons for supporting the addition of a teacher. 

She asked the Board to please take her opinion into consideration.  

 

Nancy Nickerson, Town Council Chair, congratulated the school district on their achievement as 

a top performing district. She commented that many community members have come to her and 

asked if the Town Council will be approving the addition of the all day kindergarten. She 

explained that the Town Council does NOT make decisions specific to school programs or 

specific changes to the Board’s proposed budget.  

 

Superintendent Greider briefly explained research related to the impact of class size on the 

student.  She went on to explain that unassigned teachers are built into the budget each year to 

address volatile class sizes and potential increasing enrollments.  She explained that the Board 

and administration do their very best to address each and every student’s needs within the 

guidelines of the budget.  

 

Mary Grace Reed explained the budget process and thanked everyone for attending the evenings 

meeting.  

 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

Welcome and Comments from West District Principal 

Mr. Peter Michelson, Principal West District School, welcomed everyone to West District 

School and thanked them for attending the meeting. He spoke about the outstanding learning 

experiences and environments that exist at West District School. He introduced Maryann Mattie, 

West District Music Teacher, who presented a PowerPoint on the schools exceptional music 

program and the various exciting opportunities it offers. Ms. Mattie introduced her colleague, 

Gina Raczkowski, who spoke about the music program at West District School. She created a 

DVD for the Board to which was a collection of wonderful clips of music classes of each grade 

level, Kindergarten through grade 4.  

 

Harvey Dutil and Linda Kime Farmington’s Relay for Life 

Mr. Harvey Dutil and Linda Kime spoke to the Board about what the Relay for Life is and how it 

is a major fundraiser for the American Cancer Society. He went on to outline the success of 
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Farmington’s Relay for Life initiative and he thanked the Farmington Community for their 

growing support of the initiative.  He described the experiences students gain through their 

participation in the program. Mr. Dutil and Ms. Kime reported that two years ago the Farmington 

Relay for Life was third in New England for funds raised and last year they were 42
nd

 out of 

5200 Relays for Life countrywide. The Board and Superintendent recognized, commended and 

thanked Mr. Dutil and Ms. Kime for their service. The Board and Superintendent presented Mr. 

Dutil with a certification of appreciation.  

 

Introduction of David Freedman, Farmington’s New Recreation Director 

Superintendent Greider introduced Mr. David Freedman, Farmington’s new recreation director. 

Mr. Freedman presented a brief overview of his background and credentials. He spoke about the 

types of programs that are in place and described some new initiatives. He expressed that he will 

continue to partner with the schools and how important that partnership is.  His commented that 

the department’s goal is to move forward with providing something for everybody in the 

community.     

 

Strategic Planning & Accountability for Continuous Improvement (SDP, 2014-15) 

Assistant Superintendent Kim Wynne presented a review of Farmington’s strategic planning 

process, learning at all levels, and this year’s priority goals at the school and district level.  

 

Assistant Superintendent Kim Wynne, addressed the Board’s questions as they related to the 

group approach to improvement work and the next level of work within the district’s and 

school’s plan.  

 

School News 

Superintendent Greider expressed her excitement over being named one of the nation’s school 

districts worth visiting by Education Week, a national newspaper covering K-12 education. She 

also expressed excitement over Farmington Public Schools’ partnership with The Jackson Labs.   

 

Assistant Superintendent Kim Wynne distributed an overview of the upcoming FHS Educational 

Forums.  

 

Chair Mary Grace Reed commended the superintendent on the recent national recognition of the 

school district as a result of her fine leadership.  

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Superintendent Greider commented that the decision was made to eliminate the pay to participate 

in Intramural sports at the middle school level. She said as a result, there has been a significant 

increase in participation. She thanked the Board for their leadership in addressing low 

participation in IAR intramurals in recent years.  

 

Farmington Board of Education Capital Improvement Ad Hoc Committee 

Chair Mary Grace Reed explained this is an addition to the evening’s Board agenda.  

 

She explained the work of the Farmington Board of Education Capital Improvement Ad Hoc 

Committee will meet the goals set forth in the Town’s Capital Improvement Policy as it relates to 



 

BOE Meeting November 24, 2014  West District School 

 

 

4394 

Board of Education’s capital improvement projects. The Ad Hoc Committee will prepare a 

summary of needs related to facilities, infrastructure and equipment for all schools and Board 

offices.  

 

VOTED: To add Farmington Board of Education Capital Improvement Ad Hoc 

Committee to the agenda. 

   (Beckert-Baron) 

   Vote was unanimous 

 

VOTED: To approve the Board of Education Capital Improvement Ad Hoc 

Committee as presented. 

(Blore-Baron) 

Vote was unanimous 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

2015-16 School District Budget Development Guidelines, Priorities, Timeline 

Business Administrator, Mike Ryan, presented the budget development guidelines and timeline 

for the 2015-2016 school year and explained the planning and development process and 

overviewed the preliminary budget forecast. The timeline and priorities, once approved, will 

guide the development of the 2015-16 school district budget. Mr. Ryan addressed the Board 

questions as they related to the timeline and the impact of the facility review. 

 

VOTED: To approve the 2015-16 School District Budget Development Guidelines, 

Priorities  and Timeline as presented.  

 (Siuta-Beckert)  

 Vote was unanimous 

 

Approval of Proposed 2015-16 School Year Calendar 

 

VOTED: To approve the 2015-16 school year calendar as presented.  

 (Beckert-Fagan)  

 Vote was unanimous 

 

 

CONSIDERATION OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

Mike Ryan provided an overview of the financial report as well as emerging areas of need such 

as the need for the addition of an ELL tutor and a vehicle issue that must be addressed.  

 

VOTED: To approve the financial report dated October 31, 2014.  

 (O’Brien-Beckert)  

 Vote was unanimous 

 

REPORT OF BOARD CHAIR 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Personnel/Negotiations – No items to report.  
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Policy  - No items to report. 

Curriculum – No items to report. 

Communications  - Presented a review of today’s parent forum and commended Jill Donnelly of 

Chartwells on her presentation to the parents at the forum. The budget materials were also 

distributed to the parents at this forum with an overview of the materials presented.  

 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE IAISONS 

CREC – No report.  

FHS School-to-Career – No report.  

FOCUS – No report. 

Farmington Public School Foundation  - No report 

Superintendent’s Interscholastic Athletics Advisory Committee – No report 

Chamber of Commerce -  

Town and Board Joint Green Initiative – No report 

Ad-Hoc Cafeteria – No report.  

Health/Wellness – No report.  

NEASC Committee- No report.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Liz Fitzsimmons amended her early comments and asked to have a plan for K-2 and another for 

3-4.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

 VOTED: To adjourn the meeting at 9:52pm. 

   (Beckert-Blore) 

   Vote was unanimous 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Paula O’Brien 

Secretary 


