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Farmington Board of Education 

 

Members Present: Mary Grace Reed, Chair      

Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary     

Bill Beckert  

Bernie Erickson    

   Jon Landry 

   Melanie Meehan  

   Paula O’Brien  

   Ellen Siuta  

   Meredith Trimble     

 

      

Superintendent:        Kathleen C. Greider 

Assistant Superintendent:  Kimberly Wynne 

Business Administrator:    Chuck Zettergren 

Recording Secretary:        Dawn Dzubay 

Administrators, Citizens, Press 

   

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Mary Grace Reed called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. and led the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  A moment of reflection was observed for the families of the September 11
th

 victims.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

 

VOTED: To approve the minutes of June 17, 2013   

 (Landry-Kaplan)  

 Vote was eight (8) yes with one (1) abstention (Kaplan). 

 

VOTED: To approve the minutes of August 13, 2013 Special Meeting   

 (Landry- Meehan)  

 Vote was seven (7) yes with two (2) abstentions (Meehan, Siuta). 

 

VOTED: To approve the minutes of August 13, 2013 Joint Meeting   

 (Landry- Erickson)  

 Vote was seven (7) yes with two (2) abstentions (Meehan, Siuta). 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT – None 

 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

 

2013-2014 School Opening – Superintendent Greider commended all faculty and staff members 

for a smooth opening to the 2013-2014 school year.  She reported that all the elementary schools 

now have a wireless internet connection, making all schools, K-12, completely wireless.  
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Fourteen hundred new Chromebooks were purchased as part of the technology upgrade.  She 

went on to report that there were many facility upgrades over the summer that curriculum 

continues to be updated to align to the district’s five-year goals and the Common Core State 

Standards.   

 

Standards-Based Curriculum Work – 2013 – Kim Wynne reported that a great deal of work 

was completed over the summer.  She focused on updating the Board on the following 

curriculum development highlights.  

 

 K-8 Curriculum Academy – Professional development and curriculum writing focused 

on inquiring-based units of study, integrating Science or Social Studies content with 

Reading and Writing standards aligned to the CCSS. 

 

 Capstone Development – Professional development was provided to teachers piloting 

new courses. 

 

 7-12 Engineering Practices – Professional development related to the elements of 

engineering design and problem-based learning results in a pilot unit in each grade.  

 

Farmington’s 2013-2014 Teacher of the Year – Mrs. Martha Burr, Library Media and 

Technology Department Chair at Farmington High School, was selected as the 2013-2014  

Farmington Teacher of the Year. Superintendent Greider spoke of Mrs. Burr’s accomplishments 

in Farmington and her commitment to the success of all students through her innovative 

approach to teaching and learning.  

 

Joint Town Council/Board of Education Green Efforts Update – Superintendent Greider 

reported there is a large sum of rebate funds that will be received as a result of the performance 

contract projects.  How the funds are utilized will be discussed in future meetings.   

 

Summer School Programs Report – Kim Wynne overviewed the summer school opportunities.  

She reported that Vince LaFontain, Director of Extended care (EXEL), served as the coordinator 

of the Farmington Summer Learning Academy.  He managed the registration process, 

maintained contact with parents and faculty, and supervised the overall operations of the 

Summer Learning Academy.  Mr. LaFontain recognized Jill Pilon, Sue Woelfel, Krista 

Buchman, Lisa Kapcinski and Cynthia Martin for their efforts in contributing to the success of 

the program.  Following are the Summer Learning Academy highlights: 

 K-6 Academic Workshops – Reading, Writing, Math, ELL 

 Enrichment Programs – Chinese, Strings, Band and Musical Theater (220 students)   

 Middle School  Acceleration Courses – Language Arts/Social Studies, Math/Science, 

Spanish (25 students) 

 High School Courses – Credit recovery and advanced studies (83 students) 

 Multicultural Arts – Teaching writing through the arts (236 students) 

 Extended School Year Programs – Academic support, collaborative social skills, 

preschool, SLC summer support and summer place (62 students) 

 

Jon Landry commented that he was impressed with the offerings.  He commended the staff.  
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Summer 2013 School Maintenance Projects – Chuck Zettergren spoke in detail of the specific 

facility projects that were completed over the summer in each school.  He commended Tim 

Harris, Director of Maintenance, and the entire custodial staff on a job well done.  He presented a 

slide show to the Board highlighting the excellent work that was completed. 

 

Professional Staffing Report – Assistant Superintendent, Kim Wynne, presented an overview 

of the newly hired staff members.  She indicated that the recruitment process has been aligned 

more closely with Farmington Public School’s core beliefs.  There were thirty-five (35) new 

faculty members hired. She said that the new teacher professional development prior to the start 

of school year went very well.  She reminded Board members that the New Teacher Reception is 

scheduled for October 3
rd

.   

 

Design Team Update – Kim Wynne reported that a team of administrators and department 

leaders attended a three-day Connecticut League of Innovative School Institute conference in 

July.  The focus of the conference was “Planning and Implementing a High Quality Mastery 

Based System of Learning”. Consultants from the New England Secondary School Consortium 

led a variety of small group workshops customized to the needs of the districts in attendance.   

 

Convocation Highlights – Superintendent Greider reported that this year’s convocation was 

very well received and that it was an exceptional way to begin the school year. Mary Grace Reed 

spoke at the convocation as a representative of the Board of Education.  Faculty members were 

selected to present Ignite sessions.  Brad Druzinski spoke on behalf of the student body as FHS 

Student Council president.  In addition, Kelly Sanders, 2012-2013 Teacher of the Year, 

addressed the faculty with an inspirational presentation.   

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

Budget Impact – Chuck Zettergren, Business Administrator, reported that he received notice 

that there may be a slight reduction in IDEA funding which is typically sent to public school 

districts in October.  He went on to report that there are currently 112 Open Choice students 

enrolled in Farmington Public Schools and there are currently eight (8) seats available.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Annual Report  

 

VOTED: To approve the Farmington Public Schools 2012-2013 Annual Report as 

presented.   

 (Siuta-Kaplan)  

 Vote was unanimous. 

 

Review of Policy #1146.1 Award of Diplomas to World War II Veterans 

 

VOTED: To add to the Board agenda “vote needed” for item VII-B – Review of 

Policy #1146.1 Award of Diplomas to WWII, Korean Conflict and 

Vietnam Conflict Veterans.   

 (Kaplan-Meehan)  
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 Vote was unanimous. 

 

 

VOTED: To approve the first reading of the Policy #1146.1 Award of Diplomas to 

World War II Veterans with the following modification: to reflect the 

inclusion of Korean Conflict and Vietnam Conflict veterans in the title of 

the policy.   

 (Kaplan-Meehan)  

 Vote was unanimous. 

 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 

VOTED: To accept the report of the Business Administrator for the fiscal year 

ending June 30, 2013.   

 (Beckert-O’Brien)  

 Vote was unanimous. 

 

REPORT OF THE BOARD CHAIR 

 

Mary Grace Reed thanked the Negotiations Committee, Ms. O’Brien and Ms. Suita for the fine 

work they have done with negotiations. She indicated that a letter was received from Stephen 

Kay regarding full day kindergarten and the letter is attached to the minutes. Chair, Mary Grace 

Reed, went on to report that the Board will be getting additional microphones to facility future 

meetings more effectively and that the dates of the facility walk throughs will be coming soon.  

She also reported that an Ad-Hoc Capital Committee will be formed.  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Personnel/Negotiations – Paula O’Brien thanked the Chair for her time spent on negotiations 

and for her guidance.   

 

Policy Committee – Betsy Kaplan reported that the committee held its first meeting last week. 

 

Communications Committee – Ellen Siuta reported that the Superintendent’s first Parent 

Forum is coming up on October 23
rd

.  

 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE LIASON 

 

Focus – Ellen Siuta reported there is new leadership this year.  She is waiting to hear more on 

this topic.  

 

FPS Foundation – Meredith Trimble reported the committee met last week for its annual 

strategy planning meeting.   

 

Town & Board Joint Green Imitative – Mary Grace Reed reported they had a meeting but she 

and Superintendent Greider were unable to attend due to a prior business commitments.   
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AdHoc Cafeteria Committee – Bernie Erikson reported there has been a change in leadership 

for Chartwells.  Mr. Tim Cipriano is the new director.  He went on to report that Chartwells will 

be catering each school’s open house and the director will be in attendance.   

 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 

Jon Landry asked about how to handle the school bus issue.  Superintendent Greider referred to 

the transportation policy. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT – None 

 

VOTED: To enter into executive session at 9:20pm for the purpose of discussing 

personnel and negotiations.   

 (Landry-Kaplan)  

 Vote was unanimous. 

 

In attendance:  Bill Beckert, Bernie Erickson, Betsy Kaplan, Jon Landry, Melanie Meehan, Paula 

O’Brien, Mary Grace Reed, Ellen Siuta, Meredith Trimble, and Kathleen Greider. 

 

The Board moved out of executive session. 

 

VOTED: To adjourn the meeting at 9:50pm.   

 (O’Brien-Kaplan)  

 Vote was unanimous. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary  
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Dear Board Members, 

 

I am writing regarding full day Kindergarten.  As I reviewed my notes from last year's meetings, I was left 

hopeful that the topic would be on your agenda for the first meeting of the school year.  Last year there seemed 

to be two hurdles to investigate in determining if full day K was in Farmington's best interest: whether it is in 

the best interest of children and there is space for it.  You expressed the need to study the research and look 

into the topic in the future.  So as a Board member suggested, I presented research (via email) on the topic in 

June.  You also question Kim Wynne's report that there was adequate space in all the schools and desired to re-

examine her assessment.   I am assuming you have had enough time to examine the research and the spacing 

issues.   

 

Since the topic is not on our agenda, can you advise me as to when (or if) you will tackle the topic?  I am also 

curious as to your opinion of the research I presented and your assessment of the spacing issues.  

 

Unfortunately, I am unable to attend Monday's meeting as we have Curriculum Night in the school where I 

teach.  So I would be appreciative if you were to read my message at Monday's meeting.  As always I want to 

thank you for your continued efforts to serve our town and especially our children. 

 

Respectfully, 

Stephen Kay 

57 Garden Gate 

 


