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Farmington Board of Education 
 

Present:  Mary Grace Reed, Chair  

   Paula O’Brien, Vice Chair  

William Baker    

Jean Baron  

Bill Beckert (arrived at 7:25pm) 

Mark Blore 

Bernie Erickson (absent) 

   Ellen Siuta (absent) 

      

Assistant Superintendent:  Kimberly Wynne 

Business Administrator:  Chuck Zettergren 

Michael Galluzzo, Citizens, Students, Administrators 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Mary Grace Reed called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m. and led the Pledge of 

Allegiance.    

 

Lynn Katz, Union School Principal, welcomed everyone to Union School. Six (6) Union School 

students presented a program on seventy-five years of American and Union School history.  The 

students are creating a documentary. They explained how they were chosen for the project and 

how the project was developed.  

 

VOTED: To move agenda item VI-Consideration of Superintendent’s Report to 

agenda item III and to move agenda item III-Recognition of First 

Robotics’ Team to agenda item VI.  

 (O’Brien-Beckert) 

 Vote was unanimous 

 

RECOGNITION OF ROBOTICS’ TEAM 

Mr. Michael Galluzo spoke about the history of the Robotics’ program and how it applies to 

Farmington’s Vision of the Graduate.  The FIRST Robotics’ Team Program continues to thrive 

based on the high levels of student interest in engineering, school and faculty support and strong 

relationships which Farmington High School faculty and students have forged with local 

technology manufacturing companies.  This year the Farmington team was awarded the 

Engineering Inspiration award. This award is presented to the team that celebrates outstanding 

success in advancing respect and appreciation for engineering within a team’s school and 

community. The team is supported by many individuals; central among them are four (4) faculty 

members: Tim Baron, Charles Forstbauer, Michele Hall and Tim Walsh.   The outgoing team 

captain received the Cayman Scholarship which is a very prestigious award.   

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

 

VOTED: To approve the minutes of April 8, 2014 Board of Education Regular 

Meeting.  

 (O’Brien-Baron) 
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 Four (4) in favor, none opposed, one (1) abstained (Beckert). Motion 

carries. (4/0/1) 

 

 

VOTED: To approve the minutes of April 29, 2014 Board of Education Special 

Meeting.  

 (Blore-Baron) 

 Three (3) in favor, none opposed, two (2) abstained (Beckert, 

O’Brien). Motion carries. (3/0/1) 

 

VOTED: To approve the minutes of April 30, 2014 Board of Education Emergency 

Meeting. 

 (Blore-Beckert) 

 Vote was unanimous  

 

VOTED: To approve the minutes of May 6, 2014 Special Meeting. 

 (Baron-Beckert) 

 Vote was unanimous 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT  
Lisa (no last name or address was recorded) spoke in support of full day kindergarten. She was 

hoping to have a dialogue about the full day kindergarten at the meeting. She appreciates the 

study but asked for a discussion that would be widely publicized. She said that people attended 

the March meeting and were hoping things would be moving faster. She did some research and 

suggested conducting a survey to see how people in the town feel. She commented that nine (9) 

out of ten (10) of the top school districts in Connecticut have full day kindergarten.  

 

Chrissy Monk spoke in favor of full day kindergarten. She had one son that attended the CREC 

magnet full day kindergarten and one who attended Noah Wallace half day and shared her 

personal observations and experiences.  She is a realtor and said some of her clients are steering 

away from Farmington because there is not a full day kindergarten program.  

 

Maria Sanchez-William spoke in support of full day kindergarten. She agreed with the earlier 

comments of others and explained her reasons why she feels her child would benefit from all-day 

kindergarten. She is concerned with children not being prepared for 3
rd

 grade testing.  

 

Sarah Ringhead suggested conducting exit interviews with the retiring kindergarten teachers to 

see how they feel about an all-day program verses a half day program.  

 

 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

Full Day Kindergarten Study: Update – Mary Grace Reed said information is on the website 

and apologized for people feeling there was not enough notice. She said the schools will have a 

lot of information and the Board will reach out to PTOs. She explained how the process will go. 

Assistant Superintendent Kim Wynne said they are looking closely at achievement data and that 

will be summarized and evaluated. Administrators are observing in classrooms and talking with 

kindergarten teachers.  There are also conversations with neighboring districts to see how things 



 

BOE Workshop May 19, 2014 Union School 

 

 

4397 

are progressing with their full day programs. Parent input and the EXCL program is also being 

considered.   They are gathering as much information as they can and that will be shared in the 

fall. Mike Galluzzo said it is the responsibility of the schools to meet the students where they are 

and be responsive to them.  

 

Summer Curriculum Process/Projects – Kim Wynne and Veronica Ruzek spoke about the 

summer curriculum work. Farmington’s curriculum is developed and revised on an on-going 

basis. They shared the list of projects on the schedule. Faculty members are invited to apply to 

participate.  

 

Teacher Leadership Appointments – Kim Wynne distributed an updated list of the teacher 

leadership appointments. She thanked the Board for supporting the teacher leader positions. 

 

School-based Information – Mike Galluzzo highlighted the school-based information. 

 

Teacher Evaluation Status Report – This report is required by the State of Connecticut 

Guidelines for Education Evaluation.  William Baker asked about the result of the opt out option.  

  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Course Approvals – 1
st
 Reading 

  

VOTED: To add “vote needed” to course approval and textbook adoption agenda 

items. 

 (Beckert-Blore) 

 Vote was unanimous  

 

VOTED: To approve the first reading of the new course approvals. 

 (Beckert-O’Brien 

 Vote was unanimous 

 

Noah Wallace Fund 

 

 VOTED: To approve the 2014-15 Noah Wallace Fund projects, as presented. 

   (Blore-O’Brien) 

   Vote was unanimous 

 

Review of Revisions to 3000 Series Policies as Recommended – 1
st
 Reading 

 

 VOTED: To approve the first reading of the updated/revised 3000 policy series. 

   (Beceket-Baker) 

 

With regard to policy #34542.31-Free and Reduced School Lunch, William Baker asked about 

abiding by the guidelines to get funding for school lunches.  Discussion was held regarding the 
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state and federal mandates. Mary Grace Reed asked Bill Beckert to look into this specific issue 

and report back to the Board.  

 

Review of Revisions to 4000 Policy Series as Recommended 

 

 VOTED: To approve the first reading of the updated/revised 4000 policy series. 

   (Beckert-Blore) 

   Vote was unanimous  

 

Cafeteria Renewal 

 

 VOTED: To approve amendment #2, dated April 25, 2014 as presented.  

   (Beckert-O’Brien) 

The motion was tabled for the next meeting and the Board requested that 

the business administrator present a document which tracks the changes 

from last year to this year.  

   (Baker-Blore) 

 

 

CONSIDERATION OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 

 VOTED: To approve the financial statement for the month ending March 31, 2014. 

   (Baker-O’Brien) 

   Vote was unanimous 

 

 VOTED: To approve the financial statement for the month ending April 30, 2014. 

   (O’Brien-Baker) 

 

William Baker asked how the recent appointment effects this financial statement. Chuck 

Zettregren said the funding had already been encumbered. 

   Vote was unanimous 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

None 

 

 VOTED: To rescind the motion to approve the minutes of May 6, 2014. 

   (Beckert-O’Brien) 

   Vote was unanimous 

 

VOTED: To move to executive session for the discussion of a personnel matter and 

negotiations. 

 (Beckert-Blore) 

 Vote was unanimous 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 

 VOTED: To adjourn the meeting at 9:58pm. 

   (Baron-O’Brien) 

   Vote was unanimous 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Paula O’Brien 

Secretary 


