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Farmington Board of Education 
 

Present:  Mary Grace Reed, Chair  

   Paula O’Brien, Vice Chair  

William Baker    

Jean Baron  

Bill Beckert arrived at 7:20pm 

Mark Blore 

Shawn Curtis 

Bernie Erickson  

   Ellen Siuta 

      

Superintendent:  Kathleen C. Greider 

Business Administrator:  Chuck Zettergren 

Citizens, Student, Administrators, State Representatives 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Mary Grace Reed called the meeting to order at 7:12 p.m. and led the Pledge of 

Allegiance.    

 

SPECIAL GUEST OFFICIALS 

Chair Mary Grace Reed thanked Representative Demicco and Representative Becker for coming 

to the Farmington Board of Education meeting. She commented that their being there is an 

opportunity to highlight legislative changes with regard to education.  Representative Becker 

spoke briefly about special education and the M.O.R.E. Special Education Committee and how 

the committee is looking at ways to provide more efficient services.  He also commented that the 

committee is looking at a Michigan program which addresses an individual’s special education 

needs until age 26.  

 

Representative Demicco indicated that he was asked to serve on a task force which will work to 

create a uniform regional school calendar. He explained that the task force is not looking to 

impose a specific calendar but is looking at a regional calendar coordinated with RESCs in the 

State.   

 

Superintendent Greider commented on proposed legislation to add curriculum to various courses 

offering additional curriculum expectations. She explained the challenges of the additional 

expectations when it comes to Farmington’s already rigorous curriculum. She went on to explain 

that even though school districts are being told there is no cost associated with the 

implementation, there are, in fact,  expenses associated writing curriculum, training staff, etc.  

 

Bill Beckert expressed the feeling of a disconnect between what is being done in Hartford and 

what is already being done in many school districts. He asked the legislators to be mindful of 

what is already in place and commented that no new mandates are necessary.  

 

Jean Baron addressed the legislators with regard to the challenges that unfunded mandates place 

on town budgets.  
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Shawn Curtis commented on data with regard to Common Core and what how it is being 

protected. He also spoke about the growing trends in special education such as stress and anxiety 

and asked if additional mandates could be increasing stress.  

 

Mark Blore asked legislators if any thought was given to developing a statewide calendar for 

individual towns and a regional calendar for regional school districts. He commented that he 

feels the school calendar should be a local decision.  

 

Representative Demicco spoke about the practical issues of a regional calendar such as 

coordinating transportation.  

 

Jean Baron asked the legislators if there is any consideration as to changing the cutoff date for 

when a child is eligible to begin kindergarten.  

 

Paula O’Brien asked legislators to comment on any discussion on whether to mandate full day 

kindergarten programs and pre-kindergarten in the State.  

 

Mary Grace Reed thanked Representative Demicco for his commitment to education. She 

thanked both representatives for meeting with the Board of Education and for all they do for the 

Town of Farmington.  

 

RECOGNITION OF BETSY KAPLAN 

A citation from the Connecticut General Assembly was presented to Betsy Kaplan recognizing 

her years of service to the Farmington Board of Education. 

 

Chair Mary Grace Reed presented Betsy Kaplan with a proclamation from the Farmington Board 

of Education recognizing her contributions and service to the Board.  (see attached) 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

Pam Fisher thanked the Board of Education for all their hard work in preparing the budget. She 

commented on the furniture purchases for the high school. She thanked those Board members 

who attended the FHS spring musical.  

 

Farmington High School Student Council President, Bradley Durzinski, presented an update to 

the Board. He reported that the high school is planning a trivia night/movie night. He went on to 

report that eligible students are being provided the opportunity to complete the process at their 

school to register to vote.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

VOTED: To approve the minutes from the March 10, 2014 Board of Education 

meeting.  

 (Curtis-O’Brien) 

 Seven in favor (Reed, O’Brien, Baker, Blore, Curtis, Erickson, Siuta). 

None opposed, two abstained (Beckert, Baron) (7/0/2) Motion carries. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

Annual Audit Report for Fiscal Year 2012-2013 

Vanessa Rossitto from the accounting firm of Blum Shapiro, LLC reported that she performed 

the Farmington Public School audit for FY 2012-2013 in accordance with U.S. generally 

accepted auditing standards and that Blume Shapiro, LLC has issued an unqualified “clean” 

opinion with respect to the district’s financial statements. In addition, federal and state single 

audits were performed in accordance with OMB Circular A-133, OMB Circular A-133 

compliance supplement, CT State Single Audit Act and applicable grant and contract 

agreements.  She reported that with regard to compliance and internal control there were no 

instances of noncompliance. No internal control weaknesses were noted.  Ms. Rossitto outlined 

the government-wide financial highlights, governmental funds financial highlights, general fund 

budgetary highlights and BOE specific funds and grants. Ms. Rossitto answered Board members’ 

questions.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Capital Transfers 

 

VOTED: To recommend to the Town Council the reallocation of Capital line items: 

Oil Tank Replacement $4,747, School Pipe Replacement $56,005, 

Underground Storage Tanks $45,899 to the school furniture capital line 

item in the amount of $106,651.  

 (Siuta-Beckert) 

 Vote was unanimous 

 

REPORT OF BOARD CHAIR 

Mary Grace Reed reminded Board members to respond to Mary Paganini with RSVPs to school 

events. 

 

Board identification picture IDs were requested. 

 

There is a Pizza Contest on April 29
th

 to support the Chamber of Commerce scholarship fund. 

 

FPSF Spelling Bee was a huge success 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

None 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

 VOTED: To move to executive session at 10:10 pm. 

   (Blore-Baker) 

   Vote was unanimous  
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In attendance:  William Baker, Mark Blore, Shawn Curtis, Bernie Erickson, Paula O’Brien, Mary 

Grace Reed, Ellen Siuta, Kathleen Greider, and Chuck Zettergren. 

 

The Board returned to public session at 10:39pm 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

 VOTED: To adjourn the meeting at 10:40pm. 

   (Curtis-Blore) 

   Vote was unanimous 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Paula O’Brien 

Secretary 


