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Farmington Board of Education 
 
Present:  Mary Grace Reed, Chair      

Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary  
Bill Beckert  
Bernie Erickson    

   Jon Landry 
   Melanie Meehan   
   Paula O’Brien  
   Ellen Siuta      
   Meredith Trimble     
      
Superintendent:  Kathleen C. Greider 
Assistant Superintendent:  Kim Wynne 
Business Administrator:  Michael Ryan 
Recording Secretary:  Dawn Dzubay 
Administrators, Teachers, Citizens, Students, Press 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Mary Grace Reed called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led the Pledge 
of Allegiance.  
 
SPECIAL STUDENT  RECOGNITION 
 
Bob Deasy sent a letter of recognition for Mr. Mulcunry and his students (see 
attached).  Rick Mulcunry and FHS students from Construction I, II, and Wood 
Technology were present. They were ranked #1 in the State of Connecticut on the 
2012 CTE assessment .  Pat Blake and Joe Butler were two of the students who did 
well on the test. Drew Ingvertsen and Katherine Janiszewski, along with Pat and 
Joe, were present, representing Habitat for Humanity.  Ted Brown, 
President/Board of Directors of Rebuild spoke to the Board about Rick Mulcunry 
and his talent, leadership and dedication to the Habitat for Humanity and Rebuild 
projects over the past years. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 VOTED: To approve the minutes of February 11, 2013.  (Kaplan-Landry) 
   Vote was unanimous. 
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 VOTED: To approve the minutes of February 12, 2013.  (Trimble-Siuta) 
   p. 4296 – Instead of “foreign language” - Latin 
   Vote was unanimous. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
Pam Fisher spoke about the wonderful job Chartwells did for the music department 
activities providing food. She said they have been very accommodating and 
competitively-priced. 
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 
Welcome – Dr. Cloud welcomed the Board to Noah Wallace School.  She told the 
Board about a program they have purchased called “Units of Study on Opinion, 
Information, and Narrative Writing – A Common Core Workshop Curriculum” by 
Lucy Calkins.  Thomas Wildhack, a third grader, shared his writing with the 
Board. 

 
Cafeteria Update – Chartwells highlighted some of the positive initiatives as well 
as the challenges.  USDA regulation changes have given a challenge this year, and 
they continue to work on this. Cancellation delays due to weather has also been a 
challenge.  A la carte sales are up at this time.  They are working on June make-up 
days to design a good program.  They are working on parent communication. 

 
*At this time, the cast of “Footloose” from Farmington High School 
performed for the Board.   (8:15p.m.) 
 

Open Choice – Farmington Public Schools has participated in the Open Choice 
program since 1966.  Superintendent Greider provided a brief update on the Open 
Choice program.  There are currently 97 students participating for the 2012-2013 
school year. 

 
Superintendent Greider is proposing an additional preschool class at Noah Wallace 
School for Open Choice students which would open up 10-12 slots for Farmington 
students. This would assist with the Pre-K waiting list for Farmington residents. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Budget Update – The budget will be presented to Town Council tomorrow 
evening.  Mike Ryan updated the Board on what he knows about the sequester and 
his best estimate is $75,000. 
 
NEW BUSINESS – None  
 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 

VOTED: To accept the financial report of the Business Administrator for 
the month ending January 31, 2013.   (Kaplan-Landry) 

   Vote was unanimous. 
 
UPDATE OF COMMITTEE MEETING DATES 
 
Policy – Betsy Kaplan reported the Committee met last week to talk about some 
upcoming policies.  Mary Grace Reed asked the Committee to update the policy on 
veteran diplomas. 
 
Communications – Ellen Siuta reported Board members are attending the PTO 
meetings. 

 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE LIAISONS 
 
CREC – Mary Grace Reed and Kathy Greider attended the meeting with the 
Commissioner of Education to share concerns and questions regarding Pre-K 
tuition, teacher evaluation, and unfunded requirements. 
 
Farmington Public School Foundation – Meredith Trimble reported the Spelling 
Bee was successful. 
 
Town and Board Joint Green Initiative – Bernie Erickson reported about the last 
meeting on the status of projects. 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS – None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – None  
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VOTED: To move into executive session for negotiations and personnel.   
(Kaplan-Landry) 

   Vote was unanimous. 
 
In attendance:  Bill Beckert, Bernie Erickson, Betsy Kaplan, Jon Landry, Melanie 
Meehan, Paula O’Brien, Mary Grace Reed, Ellen Siuta, Meredith Trimble and 
Kathleen Greider. 
 
The Board returned to regular session. 
 
 VOTED: To adjourn the meeting at 10:15 p.m. (Meehan-Beckert) 
   Vote was unanimous. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 
     Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary 
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Attachment to minutes: 
 
February 28, 2013 
 
 
Dear Mary Grace: 
 
Rick Mulcunry asked that I speak at a future specific BOE meeting in support of his community programming, 
allowing FHS students to “give back” to the greater Farmington and Greater Hartford communities.  Due to BOE 
meeting cancellations and my being out of the country from March 11-22, 2013, I am writing this letter in support of 
Rick. 
 
It has been my pleasure for many years to be part of the construction teams that Rick has assembled.  As a school 
van driver and chaperone, I have been a firsthand witness to the continuing development of so many FHS students 
as they gave up personal time to be a part of construction teams in support of working with the Farmington 
Alternative High School, Rebuild Together Hartford and Habitat for Humanity. 
 
Our students volunteer their time and talents to truly make a difference in all the projects that they invest their time. 
Under his leadership, Rick has set the bar high for our students to be challenged. 
 
And challenged they have been.  In almost all of the construction sites our students are equal in talent or better than 
the adult groups that work alongside us. This is due in part to Rick’s ability to prepare his students both 
educationally and emotionally.  For those construction sites through Rebuild Together Hartford, our students have 
shown not only construction skills but also the ability to show empathy and compassion to the homeowners. 
 
We are fortunate to have Rick as an educator in the Farmington School System.  For his dedication in the classroom, 
his leadership in working with his peers at FHS and his intentional support in preparing his students and students 
outside of his classroom, Rick continues to improve these lives through multiple volunteer opportunities. 
 
Congratulations to Rick and his many student volunteers for making a difference in the lives of so many that they 
have served as well as making a difference in their own lives. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Bob Deasy 
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