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Farmington Board of Education 
 
Present: Mary Grace Reed, Chair 
 Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary 
 Bill Beckert  
 Bernie Erickson 
 Jon Landry 
 Melanie Meehan 

Paula O’Brien 
 Ellen Siuta 
 Meredith Trimble 
 
Superintendent:  Kathleen C. Greider 
Assistant Superintendent:  Kimberly Wynne 
Business Administrator:  Michael Ryan 
Recording Secretary:  Dawn Dzubay 
Administrators, Students, Teachers, Citizens, Press 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Mary Grace Reed called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. and led the Pledge 
of Allegiance.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 VOTED: To approve the minutes of September 18, 2012. 
   (Kaplan-Landry) 
   Vote was 7 yes with 1 abstention (Reed). 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
Pam Fisher, 5 Julles Court, thanked the Board for its continued support for AP 
offerings. 
 
Amy Rosenfield, 2 Candlewood Lane, spoke regarding all-day kindergarten.  She 
chose to move to Farmington for the education.  She feels strongly about half-day 
kindergarten remaining.  Children are rushed as it is, and she is curious as to why 
this is coming up now. 
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Stephen Kay, 57 Garden Gate, thanked the Board for its service and dedication.  
He is in favor of all-day kindergarten.  He has done some research on the 
advantages of all day which include better parent/teacher relationships and better 
ability to address common core standards.  The common core standards 
expectations are what used to be first grade work in literacy, math and writing.  
Teachers cannot do all that is required in a half day. 
 
Jean Baron, 22 Basswood Road, asked the Board to consider forming a committee 
to discuss early childhood and to have discussions with the public and Board 
members. 
 
Stella Deluca, 3 Harlan Road, asked to hear the reasoning behind the switch over 
to all-day kindergarten.  She doesn’t want it done just because other towns are 
doing it or because it is easier for parents. 
 
Heather Vogler, 76 West Meath Lane, expressed concern with the December 31 
birthday cut off.  Four year olds are young to go all day.  Her first grader comes 
home tired after being in school all day.  She also asked about the impact on the 
budget.  Where is the money going to come from?  It is difficult to pass the budget 
now, and how will we get additional money to hire more teachers? 
 
John Mastrianni, FHS Student Council President, updated the Board on FHS 
activities.  A ceremony was held to honor the student who passed away.  There 
were students, teachers and his parents in attendance.  Students could share their 
feelings during an open mic.  Vic Dumash, FHS Student Council Vice President, 
spoke about how the council is working on improving communication with the 
student body.  Dana Lei, FHS Secretary, reported that the council is also working 
on the upcoming pep rally and homecoming dance. 
 
Chair Mary Grace Reed recognized Pat LeBouthillier and thanked him for all he 
does for Race for the Cure and for the community. 
 
Superintendent Greider responded to why the issue of all-day kindergarten came 
about.  She said there has been a shift in communities Farmington compares itself 
to.  This is an emerging issue and this is an initial discussion brought to the Board 
level. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 
Welcome and Comments from IAR Middle School Principal – Ted Donahue, 
IAR Principal, and Krista Bauchman, IAR Assistant Principal, welcomed the 
Board to IAR.  They had a very positive start to the school year.  They shared the 
plans around positive school climate.  A student video on “The Three R’s” was 
shown. 
 
Initial Discussion – Full-Day Kindergarten - Superintendent Greider stated the 
discussion starts with the Farmington mission statement.  The process of strategic 
planning was shared.  An overview of current end-of-year kindergarten results was 
shared.   Information was presented on kindergarten offerings in other DRG B 
towns.  Implementation of full day in some towns relates to the new common core 
standards, equity and need for additional instructional time.  There is research on 
full day vs. half day, but there is limited consensus on long-term impact.  The 
administration would like to explore full day kindergarten with an initial discussion 
with the Board.  Superintendent Greider provided information on Farmington’s 
current programming at the kindergarten level.  She provided information on 
current achievement data.  This is an initial discussion, so the Superintendent 
provided a brief presentation and asked for Board comments and questions.  The 
following questions were gathered from the discussion. 
 
Mary Grace Reed asked about extended day. Betsy Kaplan asked if the schools 
that went to all day had strong preschool programs.  Superintendent Greider said 
many districts have moved to full day due to common core standards.  Meredith 
Trimble asked about the financial implications to the budget would be.  Jon Landry 
asked about the physical plant.  Superintendent Greider said space would have to 
be studied across all schools using enrollment projections.  Jon Landry asked for a 
breakdown of the EXCL students (1 day, 2 days, etc.).  Betsy Kaplan asked if there 
is a difference in students who attend EXCL vs. those who do not.  Ellen Siuta 
asked about the implications on the EXCL program.  Melanie Meehan asked about 
the lineup of the current standards to the core standards in math and writing.  She 
asked about available interventions for students in kindergarten and grade 1 not 
meeting standards.  Kim Wynne, Assistant Superintendent, said there is currently a 
tutorial where students come an hour earlier or stay longer to receive intervention.  
Bernie Erickson said people in the community are asking about budget 
implications.  Paula O’Brien asked what the teachers felt about the issue.  Bill 
Beckert asked the timeframe other towns used.  He expressed concern with the 
space issue in the schools.  He asked about the research issue relating to fewer 
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behavior problems, remediation and retention rates.  Bill asked to hear from Vince 
if this does go forward.  Superintendent Greider explained how Simsbury is 
funding their all day program which they implemented late in the year and are 
using Open Choice funds.  Mary Grace Reed asked about class size in the current 
all-day classes in other towns and would his change our model.  She asked about 
reading recovery.  Jon Landry asked about research on how much is too much” for 
4 and 5-year-olds.  Paula asked about Farmington students who attend outside all-
day kindergarten programs and how they come into first grade.  
 
Mary Grace Reed said Farmington does not rush decisions and will look 
thoughtfully at this issue.     
 
College Board Testing Report – Dr. Breslin, FHS Principal, said these results are 
human beings with hopes and dreams.  The results seem to change with the make-
up of the class.  These scores are important for kids’ lives.  The Advanced 
Placement is why Farmington is always in the top listing of schools.  Kids are 
encouraged to take AP courses.  Paula O’Brien asked about the Cambridge and 1B 
and asked if this would change our ranking.  Betsy Kaplan asked about the AP Bio 
book and the change. 
 
Dr. Breslin spoke about the SAT results – 93% of students took the exams.  
Melanie Meehan asked if the numbers are a sign of the economy and families not 
affording SAT prep courses.  Results of SAT Subject Test and ACT were also 
shared. 
 
Common Core State Standards – Veronica Ruzek, Director of Curriculum, gave 
the Board an update on the Smarter Balanced Assessment System.  She explained 
the SBAC Implementation timeline.  She talked about the new online assessment 
system and implications for the school district. 
 
Connecticut’s New Accountability System – Superintendent Greider provided an 
overview of Connecticut’s new Accountability System.  Last school year, the 
Connecticut State Department of Education submitted a No Child Left Behind 
waiver to the U.S. Department of Education.  As a result of the approval of the 
NCLB waiver, Connecticut will no longer use the Adequate Yearly Progress 
(AYP) calculation to determine school and district progress toward NCLB student 
achievement targets.  Instead, an updated progress monitoring system has been 
established by the CSDE that reflects a new approach to calculating school and 
district achievement growth and progress. 
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Discussion of School Calendar Options – Superintendent Greider presented an 
overview of the work the Policy Committee had done to date.  Feedback was given 
on consideration of: 
 

• Monday before Labor Day start 
• Five 90-minute release days (second Tuesday beginning in September and 

proceeding every other month) 
• 181 school days 

 
REPORT OF BOARD CHAIR 
 
October 29 will be the Board of Education yearbook photo. 
 
UPDATE OF COMMITTEE MEETING DATES 
 
Personnel/Negotiations 
 
Policy 
 
Curriculum 
 
Communications – Ellen Siuta reported the committee has met and has a plan. 
 
COMMITTEE LIAISONS 
 
CREC – Mary Grace Reed said the state directive to open new magnets is 
overwhelming. 
 
FHS School-to-Career Committee – Bernie Erickson reported there is a Career 
Day on October 17. 
 
FOCUS – Ellen Siuta reported the first meeting is October 17. 
 
Farmington Public School Foundation – Meredith Trimble reported they are 
strategic planning and working at committee level to set specific goals. 
 
Superintendent’s Interscholastic Athletics Advisory Committee 
 
Chamber of Commerce 
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Town and Board Joint Green Initiative – Bernie Erickson reported things are on 
schedule and moving along. 
 
Ad-Hoc Cafeteria – Jon Landry reported there was a meeting.  A parent survey 
has been sent out to gather parent feedback. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None  
 
NEW BUSINESS - None 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS – None  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Jean Baron asked about the after school programs on early days, the yearly fees for 
EXCL and how that would be handled.  She told the board that all-day 
kindergarten is a hot topic with preschool families.  She thought the things cut 
from the budget should be looked at before a full-day kindergarten. 
 

VOTED: To adjourn the meeting at 11:00 p.m.   (Beckert-Meehan) 
 Vote was unanimous. 

 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
     Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary 


