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Farmington Board of Education 
 
Present:  Mary Grace Reed, Chair        

Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary  
Bill Beckert (absent)                      
Bernie Erickson  

   Jon Landry  
   Melanie Meehan  
   Paula O’Brien  
   Ellen Siuta (arrived at 7:40 pm)         
   Meredith Trimble  
  
Superintendent:  Kathleen C. Greider (absent)         
Assistant Superintendent:  Michael Galluzzo 
Business Administrator:  Michael Ryan 
Recording Secretary:  Dawn Dzubay 
Students, Administrator, Citizens 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Mary Grace Reed called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. and led the Pledge 
of Allegiance.  A moment of silence was observed in honor of Superintendent 
Greider’s brother, Tim Conlin. 
 
SPECIAL STUDENT RECOGNITION 
 
Mary Grace Reed told students present that Superintendent Greider is so very 
proud of each and every one of them.  She invited Dr. Breslin, FHS Principal, to 
the table and thanked him for all he and the fellow administrators have done for the 
students of Farmington.  Assistant Superintendent Galluzzo talked about the Vision 
of the Graduate and welcomed the honored students. 
 
Superintendent’s Award Winner – Dr. Breslin introduced Amy Tomasso.  Amy 
was selected as the 2011-12 Superintendent’s Award winner.  She has impressed 
teachers and peers with her diligence and leadership.   She will attend Stanford in 
the fall.  Mary Grace Reed asked Amy to present her Capstone Project to the Board 
at its next meeting.   
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Principal’s Award – Jennifer Whaley was not able to attend tonight’s meeting.  
Dr. Breslin stated Jennifer has excelled in every facet of her life and is a role model 
to everyone around her. 
 
CABE Student Leadership Award – Jennifer Whaley (see above) and Gunnar 
Moll were selected to receive this award. Gunnar is an intelligent, focused and 
driven young man.  In addition to challenging himself in the classroom, he 
embodies core characteristics of one who is steadfast in achieving his goals.  
Gunnar appreciated the opportunity to develop his interest in the arts.  He thanked 
his father for his guidance and support.  He will attend the University of Michigan.  
 
CAS Art Scholars and Scholar-Athletes – Karina Marvin and Stephen 
Zaksewicz have been named Scholar-Athletes of the Class of 2012.  Karina has an 
impressive record of achievement and school involvement.  Stephen is a leader in 
the classroom, community, as an athlete and in music performance.  Steve 
Zaksewicz and Jeff Maynard have been selected to receive Art awards from the 
Connecticut Association of Schools (CAS).  Jeff is described as a very thoughtful 
and capable young man. 
 
FHS Salutatorian – Dr. Breslin introduced Edward Fouad, FHS’s graduating 
Class of 2012 Salutatorian.  Edward is a rare student who constantly impresses 
everyone around him with his intellect and passion for learning.  He is brilliant, 
inquisitive and limitless.  He will be attending the California Institute of 
Technology. 
 
FHS Valedictorian – Benjamin Spar has been named Valedictorian of Farmington 
High School’s graduating Class of 2012.  Not only has he earned superior grades 
but he has also established himself as a student who truly loves to learn.  He will 
be attending Princeton University. 
 
Heidi Zaksewicz thanked the Board for allowing the students to develop in various 
areas.  She also thanked the teachers for all their guidance and dedication.  She 
expressed the value of the arts to all students and the various opportunities for 
students to excel in not only academics. 
 
Mr. Ira Spar is in the medical field.  He has been asked many times by colleagues 
why Ben is not in private school.  He said he believes Farmington is as good, if not 
better, than private school. 
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Cheryl Demharter, Edward’s mother, is happy he was able to finish his education 
in Farmington and is especially grateful for the Robotics program.  She also 
stressed the importance of the arts and foreign language. 
 
Mrs. Tomasso spoke about the importance of the hours of dedication at every level 
which contributes to the success of so many students in Farmington.  She thanked 
the Board for its time and service. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

VOTED: To approve the minutes of May 21, 2012, special session.  
(Trimble-Kaplan) 

 Vote was 6 yes with 2 abstentions (Landry, O’Brien). 
 
VOTED: To approve the minutes of May 21, 2012, regular session.  

(Kaplan-Erickson) 
 Vote was 7 yes with 1 abstention (O’Brien). 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Diane Turner, River Road, spoke on behalf of cafeteria workers who are concerned 
with saving their jobs. 
 
Kathy Eisenhauer, Lexton Drive, spoke about how she left her job to be a stay at 
home Mom and then a food service worker.  She asked that the food service 
workers’ jobs be saved and an outside service not be brought in.  A three-week 
notice is unfair.  She asked for a chance to provide input and address issues. 
 
Mary Glanovsky, Avon, food service worker at FHS, said it was unfair to get a 
three-week notice that they may be out of a job and asked for a chance. 
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 
Contining Education Annual Report – Vince LaFontan, Director of Farmington 
Extended Care and Learning, spoke about the program and the Continuing 
Education Annual Report for the 2011-2012 school year.  FCE provides 
instructional programs as mandated by the Connecticut Department of Education 
and enrichment classes to child and adult lifelong learners in Farmington and 
surrounding communities.   
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EXCL Annual Report – Vince LaFontan reported EXCL has had a very good 
year.  The program is open from 7:00 am to 6:00 pm throughout the year, on many 
holidays and during school vacations.  EXCL provides full and half-day preschool, 
extended kindergarten, before and after school care and before and after school 
programs.  In addition, EXCL runs full day summer camps, a Counselor-in-
Training program for Farmington High School students and short-term extended 
learning enrichment opportunities in languages and arts and sciences entitled 
“Extra-Special Activities.”  
 
Educator Evaluation and Professional Development Plan Report – Mike 
Galluzzo gave an overview of the report and elaborated on the accountability and 
professional development aspects of the EEPD process.  He spoke about the 
changes and revisions that are in process to incorporate the Vision of the Graduate, 
Framework for Teaching and Learning, and Common Core.  Mary Grace Reed will 
work to get this on a future agenda with the Superintendent.   
 
Summer Curriculum Process/Projects – Annually, Farmington’s curriculum is 
developed and revised at a multi-day institute that includes training and coaching 
in curriculum design for all teams.  Kim Wynne explained how the process 
develops and continues through the year.  Melanie Meehan asked about sharing 
within and across disciplines.  Mary Grace Reed questioned the Policy Committee 
regarding a suicide policy. 
 
REPORT OF BOARD CHAIR 
 
If anyone is interested in volunteering on the IAR Assistant Principal Search 
Committee, please let Mary Grace Reed know.   
 
UPDATE OF COMMITTEE MEETING DATES 
 
Personnel/Negotiations – Executive session. 
 
Policy 
 
Curriculum 
 
Communications 
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COMMITTEE LIAISONS 
 
CREC – Mary Grace Reed and Kathy Greider attended the Annual Meeting.  
Three schools need to be opened by September. 
 
FHS School-to-Career Committee 
 
FOCUS – Ellen Siuta said they wrapped up in May and will reconvene in 
September.  Fundraising is a big issue. 
 
Farmington Public School Foundation – Meredith Trimble reported on the 
success of the Spelling Bee.  It was a sell-out.  The next meeting is June 14. 
 
Superintendent’s Interscholastic Athletics Advisory Committee 
 
Chamber of Commerce 
 
Town and Board Joint Green Initiative – The next meeting is June 5. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
Textbook Adoption –  
 

VOTED: To approve the adoption of new textbooks, as presented.  
(Kaplan-Meehan) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
NEW BUSINESS – None  
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS – None 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT – None  
 

VOTED:  To move to executive session for negotiations and student 
matter.  (Kaplan-O’Brien) 

                                      Vote was unanimous. 
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In attendance:  Bernie Erickson, Betsy Kaplan, Jon Landry, Melanie Meehan, 
Paula O’Brien, Mary Grace Reed, Ellen Siuta, Meredith Trimble and Michael 
Galluzzo. 
 

The Board returned to regular session. 
 

VOTED: The Farmington Board of Education approves the 
recommendation of the Superintendent to expel Student 
#300942 from school from the day following his 
suspension through May 24, 2013, as detailed in the 
Stipulated Agreement signed by the mother and Michael 
Galluzzo on June 1, 2012, as amended.  The Board directs 
the Superintendent to communicate this decision to the 
mother of the expelled student as soon as possible.   
(O’Brien-Erickson) 

       Vote was unanimous.  
  
  VOTED:        To adjourn the meeting at 10:30 p.m.  (Meehan-Erickson) 
         Vote was unanimous.      

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 
     Betsy Kaplan, Vice Chair/Secretary 
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