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Farmington Board of Education 
 
Present:  Mary Grace Reed, Chair        

Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary  
Bill Beckert     
Bernie Erickson  

   Jon Landry  
   Melanie Meehan (arrived at 7:30pm)         
   Paula O’Brien  
   Ellen Siuta 
   Meredith Trimble 
  
     
Superintendent:  Kathleen C. Greider 
Assistant Superintendent:  Michael Galluzzo 
Business Administrator:  Michael Ryan 
Recording Secretary:  Dawn Dzubay 
Principal, Students, Citizens 
 
 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Mary Grace Reed called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. and led the Pledge 
of Allegiance.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Sam Iritano, Birdseye Road, said his comments in the minutes of February 13, 
2012 were untrue.  He asked what does the Dean of Students do that the Principal 
and Vice principal don’t do.  He was told that questions will not be answered.  He 
was told the Superintendent would write to him.  He was told his five minutes were 
up and he rejects what is done to people during public comment.  He asked if the 
position of Dean was filled.  He said the Board takes care of building 
administrators first, teachers second and students third.  He asked that the minutes 
be changed to reflect what he said that day. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

VOTED: To approve the minutes of February 11, 2012 Budget 
Workshop with one correction:  (Siuta-Landry) 

 p. 4161- add “Councilman” Mark Fey   
 Vote was unanimous. 

 
VOTED: To approve the minutes of February 13, 2012 Regular Meeting, 

with the following corrections:  (Beckert-Landry)  
 p. 4177 – FPSF – add “an adult spelling bee” …competition 
 p. 4177 – FOCUS – add …March “21 at IAR.” 
 Vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED: To approve the minutes of February 13, 2012 Special Meeting, 

with the following corrections:  (Landry-Siuta)  
 p. 4172 – Call to order - … special “joint BOE and Town 

Council meeting” was called… “in the Council Chambers”… 
 p. 4172 – Sam Iritano – leave first sentence.  Change remaining 

to:  “He was told questions are not answered during public 
comment.  He asked what the Dean of Students does at FHS 
that the Principal or Vice Principal do not.  He wanted to know 
if the position had been filled.  He was told the Superintendent 
would get back to him.  He said the Board takes care of 
administration first, teachers second and students third.” 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED: To approve the minutes of February 14, 2012 Budget 

Workshop, with the following corrections:  (O’Brien-Landry)  
 p. 4180 and 4181– “Malik” 
 p. 4182 – Beckert – change …year is to year “should be” 
 p. 4812 – …physical plant and “expressed concerns 

regarding”…unfunded 
 Vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED: To approve the minutes of February 15, 2012 Budget 

Workshop. (Siuta-Landry)  
 Vote was unanimous. 
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Mary Grace Reed said that there is only a five minute time limit during budget 
deliberations.  There is not a limit at other times.  She said no one recalls Mr. 
Iritano being told there was a five minute limit.  She explained that the minutes are 
not a verbatim of the meeting.  She said Mr. Iritano does have a right to express his 
concerns but that the Superintendent has done a commendable job and does put 
students first and she will not accept untruths. 
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 
Global Perspectives, Cambridge Pre-U Pilot Update – At the March 28, 2011 
Board meeting, the administration presented a description of the Global 
Perspectives course offered by Cambridge University, noting that Farmington high 
School was one of six schools invited to participate in a pilot of that course.  In 
May, 2011, Dr. Tim Breslin, FHS Principal, presented a proposal for a pilot of the 
course, which the Board approved.  Teachers and students are currently several 
months into the pilot of the course.  There are 31 sophomores enrolled in the 
course.  The expectations that most, if not all, of the students from that group will 
participate in the second year in 2012-2013.  Dianne Holst-Grubbe and Joel Nick 
are the teachers for this course.  They spoke about how the course revolves around 
four areas:  deconstruction, reconstruction, reflection and presentation.  They 
explained how this related to the district’s goals and the Vision of the Graduate.  
Three students enrolled in the course shared their experience thus far.  They 
explained how the course is student driven and teachers guide and help students 
direct their learning.  
 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT  
 

VOTED: To accept the financial report of the Business Administrator for 
the month ending January 31, 2012.  (Landry-Kaplan) 

   Vote was unanimous. 
 
Michael Ryan pointed out some concern in the cafeteria account. 
 
REPORT OF BOARD CHAIR  
 
Budget Presentation – Mary Grace Reed asked Board members for any information 
related to the budget presentation. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Personnel/Negotiations 
 
Policy – The Policy Committee will be meeting on February 28 at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Curriculum – The Curriculum Committee will be scheduling their next meeting 
tonight after the regular meeting. 
 
Communications – Ellen Siuta reported they met prior to tonight’s meeting and 
discussed the Superintendent’s Parent Leadership Forum and the budget 
newsletter. 
 
COMMITTEE LIAISONS 
 
CREC – Mary Grace Reed said CREC is following what is going on at the Capital.  
Mandates that are too burdensome to the district are being reviewed by Kathy and 
Mike. 
 
FHS School-to-Career – A meeting will be scheduled in the spring. 
 
FOCUS – Ellen Siuta will be helping them this week on the letter fundraising.  
March 7 is the next FOCUS meeting.  On March 21, 7pm, at IAR, a program will 
be held “Raising Our Teens – Bridging the Gap.  Mary Grace Reed stated that 
Gene Chamberlin reports that credit cards can be used for donations. 
 
Farmington Public Schools Foundation – Meredith Trimble reported there is a May 
11 event – an Adult Spelling Bee.  She asked for a three-person team to represent 
the Board. 
 
Superintendent’s Interscholastic Athletics Advisory Committee 
 
Chamber of Commerce  
 
Farmington Town and Board Joint Green Initiative  
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Budget Impact – Superintendent Greider reported on the funding of Math in 
Focus.  Mary Grace Reed said this will be revisited at the next Board meeting.  
Melanie Meehan will have the Curriculum committee look at it. 

      
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Discussion and Consideration of School district Capital Improvement projects 
(2012-2013) –  
 

VOTED:  To approve the 2012-2013 Capital Funding projects, as 
presented.  (Kaplan-O’Brien) 

 
Mike Ryan, Tim Harris and Ted Lindquist were available for questions.   
 
IAR Roof – Mary Grace Reed asked about leaks in the IAR roof. 
FHS & IAR Wireless – Bill Beckert thanked Ted for his dedication. 
IAR Boiler – Future a/c would be a component of the design. 
Underground Storage Tanks – Jon Landry asked about grants.  Mary Grace Reed 
asked about talking to Ameresco.  Discussion was held to push it out a year.   
 
Bill Beckert asked about the IAR furnaces and if they could be phased in over 
more time.  Superintendent Greider explained the need for the items in capital and 
the potential risk. 
 
Mary Grace Reed thanked Tim and Mike for their hard work on the capital 
presentation. 
 

VOTED:  To amend the motion to change item C-4 and move it up 
one year with the recommended amounts adjusted by the 
Superintendent.  (Landry-Beckert) 

 Yes – Beckert, Landry, O’Brien, Reed, Siuta, Trimble 
 No – Erickson, Kaplan, Meehan 
 Motion Passes 6-3. 
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 Vote on the amended motion was: 
 Yes – Erickson, Kaplan, Landry, Meehan, O’Brien, 

Reed, Siuta, Trimble 
 No – Beckert 
 Motion Passes 8-1 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT – None  
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Melanie Meehan asked about a future presentation on supports for at-risk students. 
 

VOTED:  To move to executive session at 11:15 p.m. for personnel.  
(Kaplan-Beckert) 

                                      Vote was unanimous. 
 
In attendance:  Bill Beckert, Bernie Erickson, Betsy Kaplan, Jon Landry, Melanie 
Meehan, Paula O’Brien, Mary Grace Reed, Ellen Siuta, Meredith Trimble and 
Kathleen Greider. 
 

The Board returned to regular session. 
 

VOTED:  To approve the Superintendent’s recommendation to 
appoint Kimberly Wynne to the Assistant Superintendent 
position, effective July 1, 2012.   
(Kaplan-unanimous second) 

                                      Vote was unanimous. 
   
 
  VOTED:        To adjourn the meeting at 11:45 p.m.  (Meehan-Kaplan) 
         Vote was unanimous.      

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
     Betsy Kaplan, Vice Chair/Secretary 
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