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Farmington Board of Education 
 
Present:  Mary Grace Reed, Chair      

Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary (absent) 
Bill Beckert (left at 8:45pm)  
Ron Janeczko  
Jon Landry  
Melanie Meehan 
Paula O’Brien  
Heidi Steir 
Ellen Siuta 

      
Superintendent:  Kathleen C. Greider 
Business Administrator:  Michael Ryan 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Mary Grace Reed called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. and led the Pledge 
of Allegiance.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – None  
 
Presentation of Report from Best Practice in Technology Funding Ad Hoc 
Committee/Capital Recommendation - Superintendent Greider reviewed 
Farmington’s technology plan costs, technology funding options that were 
presented to the Best Practice in Technology Funding Ad Hoc, and the 
“Farmington Classroom” document that outlines the technology needs of 
classrooms K-12.  The Best Practice in Technology Funding Ad Hoc 
recommended option 4.  Option 4 recommends funding of technology hardware 
and infrastructure in both capital and operating funds.   
 
Superintendent Greider presented the revised capital plan to the Board of 
Education to include an additional $470,000 for technology funding.  Bill Beckert 
highlighted the priority list, stating that roof repair is a high priority for the school 
district.  Bill Beckert believes that all items are absolute needs but wants to make 
sure these are all seen as priorities.  
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Melanie Meehan asked why completed capital projects were still listed on the 
capital plan.  Mike Ryan explained that projects remain on the list, however, those 
items could be taken off the list of capital projects once they have been complete 
for 4 or more years.  The Board asked Mike Ryan to remove the project 
descriptions #9-13 and put these items in a capital history document.  This update 
to the capital projects will be reflected in what goes to the Town Manager.   
 
The Board discussed the best way to display the technology hardware, 
infrastructure and wireless requests that are included in the capital request.  It was 
decided it would be displayed in the following way: 

• Technology hardware and infrastructure 
• Wireless infrastructure 

 
Paula O’Brien asked about the Union School façade’s completion.  Mike Ryan 
stated that the project is ongoing, however, the original recommended product was 
under review.  Mary Grace Reed requested that Mike Ryan and Tim Harris come 
to the Board of Education with an update on the project.   
 
Ron Janeczko highlighted the capital projects that would be considered “Green 
Efforts” projects.  The list will go to Town Council with reference to “Green 
Efforts” projects.  In addition, a long term “Green Efforts” project plan will be 
presented over the next few months to the Board of Education for their review and 
approval.   
 
Heidi Steir highlighted “The Farmington Classroom” document and asked to 
utilize this document in presentations.   
 
Mary Grace Reed thanked Superintendent Greider, Mike Ryan, Jon Landry, Ted 
Lindquist, Mike Clark and the committee members for their diligent work.  She 
stated that the revision to the capital projects will be a hopeful action for the future 
of our schools.   
 

VOTED: To submit a revised 2011-2012 capital request of $470,000 for 
technology and infrastructure equipment with a five-year life 
reflecting the Board of Education’s adoption of the 
recommendations of the Best Practice in Technology Funding 
Ad Hoc Committee.  (Landry-unanimous second) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
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VOTED: To move to executive session at 8:30 p.m. for student matters.  
(Meehan-Steir) 
Vote was unanimous. 
 

In attendance:  Bill Beckert (left at 8:45 pm), Ron Janeczko, Jon Landry, Melanie 
Meehan, Paula O’Brien, Mary Grace Reed, Ellen Siuta, Heidi Steir, Kathleen 
Greider and Michael Ryan. 
 
The Board returned to regular session. 
 

VOTED: The Farmington Board of Education approves the 
recommendation of the Superintendent to expel Student 
#300837 from school from the day following his suspension 
through January 13, 2012, as detailed in the Stipulated 
Agreement signed by the parents, the student and Kathleen 
Greider on January 14, 2011.  The Board directs the 
Superintendent to communicate this decision to the parents of 
the expelled student as soon as possible.  (Meehan-Steir) 
Vote was unanimous.   

 
VOTED: To adjourn the meeting at 9:00 p.m.  (Siuta-Steir) 

Vote was unanimous. 
 

     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
     Mary Grace Reed, Chair 


