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Farmington Board of Education 
 
Present:  Mary Grace Reed, Chair      

Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary  
Bill Beckert 
Ron Janeczko  
Jon Landry    
Melanie Meehan  

   Heidi Steir 
Patty Stoddard    
Ellen Siuta 

      
Superintendent:  Kathleen C. Greider 
Assistant Superintendent:  Michael Galluzzo 
Recording Secretary:  Janine Ransom 
Administrators, Faculty, Citizens 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Mary Grace Reed called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and led the Pledge 
of Allegiance.  A moment of silence was held for the victims of September 11, 
2001.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

VOTED: To approve the minutes of June 15, 2009 as presented.  
(Meehan-Stoddard) 

 Vote was 8 yes with 1 abstention (Beckert). 
 
VOTED: To approve the minutes of August 7, 2009 as presented. 
 (Meehan-Stoddard) 
 Vote was 6 yes with 3 abstentions (Beckert, Janeczko, 

Stoddard) 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – None  
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Mary Grace Reed announced that the Town Council was officially notified of a 
trust left by Alma Bailey Taylor King, a retired Farmington Public Schools 
teacher.  This trust, in the amount of $800,000 is specifically to be used for 
scholarships for Farmington students.  Mary Grace Reed read the following: 
 

“Teachers impact lives in so many ways; moment to moment in the 
classroom; years later then as an adult we are recounting a “teacher story” 
– the stories we all have about a teacher who changed our lives.  Teacher 
impact when it is at its least; is powerful; and at its height; life altering. 
 
The Board of Education is moved by this gift, this profound generosity of a 
teacher, Mrs. Alma Bailey Taylor King.  As former Superintendent of 
Schools Bill Streich told me recently, Alma was a woman who probably was 
“a no nonsense teacher.”  Dr. Streich said that she retired a long time ago 
and that Alma was dedicated every day to the job of teaching.  While I didn’t 
know Alma, I know that this gift will be a continuation of what she did every 
day in the classroom:  made a difference in a life through education.  In 
providing this trust, Mrs. King continues her work; students will leave this 
district that she must clearly have loved with scholarships that will allow 
continued studies in higher education.  On behalf of the Farmington 
community and the Farmington Board of Education, we recognize and 
celebrate tonight the gifts of Alma Bailey Taylor King.  
 

A moment of silence was held in her memory. 
    
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 
Superintendent of Schools, Kathleen Greider, introduced Frank Amara as the 
Interim Principal at East Farms School.  Michael Galluzzo will begin his position 
as Assistant Superintendent on September 14.  Kathy Greider shared the opening 
day activities at all schools.   
 
Farmington’s 2009-2010 Teacher of the Year – Superintendent Greider 
introduced Bonnie Frascadore, Farmington’s 2009-2010 Teacher of the Year.  Mrs. 
Frascadore has 24 years of teaching in Farmington at IAR Middle School.  She is a 
“model Farmington teacher” whose focus is always on her students.  Bonnie 
thanked the Board of this honor and is honored to have been selected to represent 
the Farmington Public Schools. 
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2009-2010 School Opening (Preliminary Enrollment) – Kathy Greider shared 
preliminary enrollment information showing 4,079 students enrolled for the 2009-
2010 school year.   
 
Summer School Programs Report – Kim Wynne, Director of Literacy K-12, 
reported on the very successful 2009 Summer School Programs and provided 
information on each program held.  These learning opportunities support the 
district standards in the core academic areas, promote student learning in alignment 
with the district’s goals, and create an important link in the yearly cycle of 
learning.  Early identification is very important as well as a commitment to the 
program by parents and students.  This year’s program worked well with CREC 
transportation to allow the Choice Program students from Hartford to attend.  
Vince LaFontan was also acknowledged for the extended day service of the 
summer school program as well as serving as the Coordinator of the Summer 
Learning Academy.  Discussion was held about repeat enrollees, students meeting 
standard, as well as identified students vs. students who actually enrolled in our 
summer program.    
 
September 2009 Professional Staffing Report; Professional Appointments, 
Resignations, and Professional Development Activities – The Board was 
updated on 12 new teachers, staff development that was held last week, and given 
information regarding various vertical teams.     
 
A New Teacher Reception will be held on October 1st at the Country Club of 
Farmington to welcome new faculty members. 
 
School Facilities Summer Maintenance and Building Repairs – Ms. Greider 
thanked the custodial staff led by Tim Harris, Facilities Coordinator, for the work 
they completed this summer.  A facilities tour will be held on September 16 and 23 
beginning at 7:30 a.m. 
 
H1N1 Update – Ms. Greider updated the Board on H1N1 stating that a 
communication was sent to parents in August and principals will be sending a 
letter home this week.  Hand sanitizers will be used with an emphasis on hand 
washing.  Nursing orders have been revised to align with CDC recommendations.   
If there is an increase in ill students at a certain school or grade level, parents will 
be notified by the school principal.  Information on H1N1 as well as guidelines for 
parents are posted on the website at www.fpsct.org.  A resource packet was 
distributed to key administrators at each school that included parent, faculty and 
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student presentations as well as preventative measures being implemented across 
the district.  The virus is in our community, and the district continues to take 
proactive steps to reduce the spread of the H1N1 virus.   Linda Ingvertsen, School 
Nurse, is in contact with Dr. Barbara Ziogas, district physician, and also the 
Farmington Valley Health District and the CT Department of Health. 
 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT  
 

VOTED: To accept the report of the Business Administrator for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 2009.   (Steir-Kaplan) 

 Vote was unanimous.  
 
Mike Ryan reported that the excess cost grant is decreasing as an impact of the 
state budget.  He also reported on the ARRA funds, stating that 2.9 positions were 
brought back and 2.2 additional positions were added.   
 

VOTED: To move to executive session for confidential student matter at 
9:10 p.m.  (Beckert-Kaplan) 

   Vote was unanimous. 
 
In attendance:  Bill Beckert, Betsy Kaplan, Jon Landry, Mary Grace Reed, Ellen 
Siuta, Heidi Steir, Patty Stoddard, Kathleen Greider and Attorney Peter Murphy. 
 
The Board returned to open session at 9:54 p.m. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Personnel/Negotiations  
 
Policy – Betsy Kaplan reported that a meeting is scheduled for September 14 at 
1:00 p.m. 
 
Curriculum – Melanie Meehan reported that a meeting will be scheduled in 3-4 
weeks to discuss science curriculum and the effects of the budget cuts. 
 
Communications – Heidi Steir reported that a PTO leaders meeting on the budget 
will be held on October 15 at 2:00 p.m.  A meeting of this committee will be held 
prior to that date.  New options for a newsletter consultant are being considered as 
Carole Kleinfeld is no longer able to serve in this capacity.     
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REPORT OF THE BOARD CHAIR AND COMMITTEE LIAISONS 
 
Board Chair – Mary Grace Reed stated that a dinner sponsored by CAS is being 
held on November 5 in recognition of Dr. Breslin’s selection as Principal of the 
Year.  Subscriptions are available for Board members; information will be sent out. 
 
CABE Liaison  
 
CREC Liaison  
 
FHS School-to-Career Committee – Bill Beckert has been appointed to serve on 
this committee. 
 
Library Council  
 
Farmington FOCUS  
 
Farmington Public Schools Foundation – A concert fundraiser is scheduled for 
November 14 to benefit technology.  About 400 supply kits were completed thanks 
to the work of Gene Chamberlain.     
 
Superintendent’s Interscholastic Athletics Advisory Committee  
 
Chamber of Commerce – Patty Stoddard will attend tomorrow night’s meeting. 
 
Farmington Town and Board Joint Green Initiatives Committee – Ron 
Janeczko reported that interviews for a facilitator will be held on September 9 and 
10.  Funding options are being explored and some capital projects could be 
incorporated. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Update on Five-Year Goal Development – Kathy Greider updated the Board.  
This will be a standing agenda item.  A one-hour workshop will be included in the 
October 5 Board of Education meeting to discuss the goals and provide an 
opportunity for suggestions and feedback. 
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FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Patty Stoddard asked that the Board have a discussion about the school calendar.  
Information will be gathered regarding local districts and also national research on 
the advantages of beginning school earlier. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – None  
 

VOTED: To move to executive session for personnel at 10:21 p.m.  
(Kaplan-Steir) 

   Vote was unanimous. 
 
In attendance:  Bill Beckert, Ron Janeczko, Betsy Kaplan, Jon Landry, Melanie 
Meehan, Mary Grace Reed, Ellen Siuta, Heidi Steir, Patty Stoddard, and Kathleen 
Greider. 
 
The Board returned to open session at 10:59 p.m. 
 

VOTED: That the Board approves a leave of absence without 
compensation for Stacy Hacker for the 2009-2010 school year.  
(Kaplan-Steir) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 

VOTED: To adjourn the meeting at 11:00 p.m.  (Kaplan-Steir) 
 Vote was unanimous. 
 

     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
     Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary 


