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Farmington Board of Education 
 
Present:  Mary Grace Reed, Chair      

Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary  
Ron Janeczko (absent) 
Jon Landry    
Melanie Meehan  

   Heidi Steir 
Patty Stoddard  (absent)  
Ellen Siuta 

      
Superintendent:  Kathleen C. Greider 
Recording Secretary:  Janine Ransom 
Administrators, Staff 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Mary Grace Reed called the meeting to order at 5:38 p.m. and led the Pledge 
of Allegiance.   
 

VOTED: To move to executive session for confidential student matters, 
personnel matters and negotiations   (Meehan-Kaplan) 
Vote was unanimous. 
 

In attendance:  Betsy Kaplan, Jon Landry, Melanie Meehan, Mary Grace Reed, 
Heidi Steir, Ellen Siuta, Kathleen Greider, and Attorney Tom Mooney. 
 
The Board returned to regular session at 7:08 p.m. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Consideration of the Appointment of a School Administrator –  
 

VOTED: To approve the Superintendent’s recommendation to appoint 
Ted Donahue to the position of FHS Dean of Students effective 
August 10, 2009.  (Kaplan-Meehan) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
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Dr. Tim Breslin, FHS Principal, and Kathy Greider, Superintendent of Schools, 
congratulated Ted Donahue on his appointment.   
 
<short break from 7:10 to 7:15 p.m.> 
 
Consideration of Illumination of FHS Cupola for Class Gift – Tim Harris, 
Director of Facilities, presented the proposal of Albert Tomasso, FHS Student 
Council President, to illuminate the cupola at Farmington High School as their 
class gift.  Albert has done the research on this project and has received letters of 
support from Dr. Breslin, FHS Principal, and Lisa Johnson, Executive Director of 
the Stanley Whitman House.  Mr. Harris explained that he is on the “green efforts” 
committee and it was thought that a solar panel could be utilized to supplement the 
energy used by this light.  He also explained the energy efficiency initiatives that 
the school district is already participating in.  If approved by the Board of 
Education, this project will go before the Town Planning and Zoning Commission 
in September. 
 

VOTED: To approve the illumination of the FHS Cupola as presented by 
the FHS Student Council and to move the proposal forward to 
the appropriate town bodies for approval.  (Landry-Kaplan) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
The Board commended Tim Harris and Dr. Breslin for their work with this student. 
 
2009-2010 Board Meeting Schedule Revision – A revised Board Meeting 
Schedule was presented that is in alignment with the 2008-09 Board Meeting 
Schedule, including a late February meeting date. 
 
 VOTED: To approve the 2009-2010 Board Meeting Schedule, as revised. 
   (Meehan-Kaplan) 
   Vote was unanimous. 
 
Heidi Steir said the Communications Committee is tentatively planning a PTO 
Roundtable meeting for October 15.   
 
<Heidi Steir left at 7:32 p.m.> 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 
Updated Five-Year Goal Development Process – Kathy Greider, Superintendent, 
presented an update of the school district’s five-year goal development process for 
2009-2014.   The District Leadership Council has met and discussed the process 
and a draft of the “Description of a FPS Graduate” has been developed.  A Board 
workshop will be held on August 22 to discuss the five-year goals.  Ms. Greider 
will be soliciting feedback from all levels of staff, parents, students and 
community/business leaders in the fall.  Final approval is anticipated in November 
in time for budget development and school level improvement planning for 2010-
2011. 
 
Superintendent’s Summer Update – Ms. Greider updated the Board on summer 
activities.   
 
A summer planning group has been convened to prepare for the influenza H1N1 
virus relative to the 2009-2010 school year.  Ms. Greider and Dr. Jane Currie 
attended a conference organized by the State Department of Health and shared 
information with school officials.  A parent letter will be sent prior to the 
beginning of school.   
 
Mike Ryan, Business Administrator, has convened a group of administrators to 
review and update Farmington’s Incident Manual.  This was prompted by a DLC 
debrief following the lockdowns that occurred at IAR, East Farms and Noah 
Wallace.  Two levels of lockdown will be included.  The updated Incident Manual 
will be ready in September. 
 
The wiring for the World Language Lab has been completed, and the equipment is 
scheduled to be installed at the end of August.     
 
Ms. Greider updated the Board regarding the Assistant Superintendent search 
stating that two finalists will be going forward to the next level of interviews next 
week.   
 
Ms. Greider reported current enrollment numbers in Kindergarten.  There is a 
concern regarding class size at Noah Wallace.  After discussion, it was the 
consensus of the Board to provide an additional section of Kindergarten to 
accommodate this increase in enrollment.     
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VOTED: To move to executive session for confidential student matters 
and personnel matter at 8:00 p.m.  (Kaplan-Meehan) 

   Vote was unanimous. 
 
In attendance:  Betsy Kaplan, Jon Landry, Melanie Meehan, Mary Grace Reed, 
Ellen Siuta, and Kathleen Greider. 
 
The Board returned to open session at 8:15 p.m. 
 

VOTED: To approve the enrollment and attendance in the Farmington 
Public Schools of Student #1003075 as a non-resident student 
on a tuition-paying basis under the conditions presented in 
Board of Education Policy 5118.  (Landry-Meehan) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED: To approve the enrollment and attendance in the Farmington 

Public Schools of Student #997179 as a non-resident student on 
a tuition-paying basis under the conditions presented in Board 
of Education Policy 5118.  (Siuta-Landry) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED: To approve the enrollment and attendance in the Farmington 

Public Schools of Student #993060 as a non-resident student on 
a tuition-paying basis under the conditions presented in Board 
of Education Policy 5118.  (Landry-Kaplan) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
Discussion was held on the rationale for the Director of Curriculum & Instruction. 
 
Review on policy for strip searching.  Board agreed to send a directive to examine 
the policy on strip searching to the Policy Committee. 
 

VOTED: To adjourn the meeting at 8:35 p.m.  (Landry-Siuta) 
 Vote was unanimous. 
 

     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
     Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary 


