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Farmington Board of Education 
 
Present:  Mary Grace Reed, Chair      

Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary  
Bill Beckert (absent)    
Ron Janeczko    

   Jon Landry 
   Tim Lodge (absent)   
   Melanie Meehan 
   Ellen Siuta   
   Heidi Steir (absent)   
      
Superintendent:  Kathleen C. Greider 
Assistant Superintendent:  Michael Galluzzo 
Business Administrator:  Michael Ryan 
Recording Secretary:  Dawn Dzubay 
Students, Administrators, Citizens 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Mary Grace Reed called the meeting to order at 7:34 p.m. and led the Pledge 
of Allegiance.  
 
SPECIAL STUDENT RECOGNITION 
 
Mary Grace Reed welcomed everyone to the Board meeting and stated this is the 
Board’s favorite evening. 
 
FHS Class of 2010 Student Recognition: 
 
CABE Student Leadership Awards – Dr. Breslin, FHS Principal, introduced 
Colleen Rock and Greg Santora.  They are recipients of the CABE (Connecticut 
Association of Boards of Education) award based on criteria related to school 
leadership and active participation in the high school program. 
 
Principal’s Award – Dr. Breslin announced that Nick Palen is the recipient of the 
Principal’s award.  He was at college orientation, but Dr. Breslin shared Nick’s 
successes and accomplishments. 
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Superintendent’s Award – Dr. Breslin introduced Albert Tomasso as the 
recipient of the Superintendent’s award.  Albert has an extraordinary intellect, 
seemingly limitless energy, and a commitment to excellence in everything he does. 
 
CAS Art Scholars – FHS seniors, Sebastian Massa and Jessica Phelps, have been 
selected by FHS to receive Art awards from the Connecticut Association of 
Schools (CAS).  The award is presented to two students with outstanding ability in 
the performing and/or visual arts. 
 
Scholar-Athletes – Jennifer Marvin and Yugank “Sunny” Sikka have been named 
Scholar-Athletes of the Class of 2010.  Both excel in a broad range of endeavors 
both in and beyond the classroom. 
 
Salutatorian – Dr. Breslin introduced Jared Sawyer, Class of 2010 Salutatorian.  
Jared has accomplished a great deal in his years at Farmington High. 
 
Valedictorian – Dr. Breslin introduced Yugank “Sunny” Sikka, Class of 2010 
Valedictorian.  Sunny has been a leader and scholar in all areas at Farmington High 
School.  Every teacher who has taught Sunny states the same thing, they have 
never had a student like him before and he defines the term scholar. 
 
Mary Grace Reed thanked the teachers and administrators for all their dedicated 
work.  She thanked Dr. Breslin for shepherding an amazing group of young people.  
She congratulated the parents of the honored students for being role models and 
guiding these talented students. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

VOTED: To approve the minutes of June 7, 2010, Executive Session 
with the following change:  Bill Beckert was present and Jon 
Landry was absent.  (Janeczko-Kaplan) 

 Vote was unanimous.  
 
VOTED: To approve the minutes of June 7, 2010, Regular Session, as 

presented.  (Kaplan-Landry) 
 Vote was unanimous. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT - None 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 
Preliminary Report on School District Goals – Superintendent Greider gave the 
preliminary report on school district goals.  Data is still coming in as end-of-the-
year results are collected.   Melanie Meehan asked about numbers for performing 
arts for grades 5 and 6.  She would like the data to be represented in a way that 
makes it easier to see trends.  Ron Janeczko talked about the high participation in 
crew.  He asked why crew is still non-conference. 
 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT  
 

VOTED: To accept the report of the Business Administrator for the 
month ending May 31, 2010.  (Kaplan-Janeczko) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
Mike explained the SFSF funds and how those funds will be handled. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Personnel/Negotiations – Ron Janeczko had a matter for executive session. 
 
Policy – Betsy Kaplan had items under unfinished business. 
 
Curriculum – Melanie Meehan reported she attended the science review meeting 
and reported it was a fabulous meeting.  She was impressed with the level of 
dedication of the amazing programs.  David Moss of UConn is working with the 
group. 
 
Communications – Superintendent Greider reported the townwide newsletter has 
been delivered to homes. 
 
REPORT OF THE BOARD CHAIR 
 
Mary Grace Reed distributed a program and CD of the Capstone project.  She has 
attended every student council from elementary through middle school.  She will 
visit the high school in September. 
 
June 29 is the joint Town Council meeting with the Board to discuss FASA.  She 
asked Board members to sign up. 
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Mary Grace Reed asked about FHS graduation responses.  Mary Grace discussed a 
summer workshop. 
 
COMMITTEE LIAISONS 
 
CABE Liaison 
 
CREC Liaison  
 
FHS School to Career Committee 
 
Library Council 
 
Farmington FOCUS – Betsy Kaplan reported on the mandatory safety program 
on campus safety held on June 11.  Break-out sessions were held.  The group is 
looking at how to improve the presentation. 
 
Farmington Public Schools Foundation – Kathy Greider reported the next 
meeting is June 28. 
 
Superintendent’s Interscholastic Athletics Advisory Committee 
 
Chamber of Commerce   
 
Farmington Town and Board Joint Green Initiative – Ron Janeczko requested 
notification on subcommittees and any other meetings to be sure the Board is 
represented. 
 
Joint Town and Board Self-Insurance Review Committee – Ron Janeczko and 
Betsy Kaplan will attend the meeting on June 29.    
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
2010-2011 Budget Update – Superintendent Greider distributed the enrollment 
projection class size projections for 2010-2011 and reviewed areas of concern.   
 
Enrollment numbers were presented for all elementary schools.   Three areas of 
concern were highlighted to the Board of Education: 
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Union School’s 1st grade:  Enrollment of 23, 23, 24 
East Farms’ Kindergarten:  Enrollment of 22, 22, 22, 23 
Noah Wallace’s 1st grade:  Enrollment of 23, 23, 23 
 
These were the class size enrollments as of June 18.  It does not include additional 
enrollment that comes in over the summer which is likely to occur.  The 
Superintendent had these student enrollments verified.   Board members also 
commented on the Farmington Schools’ adherence to lower class sizes in the lower 
elementary school grades.  Lower class sizes at this level serve the variety of needs 
presented by students including students with various special needs. 
 
Betsy Kaplan commented that Kindergarten and 1st grade are most critical to early 
numeracy and literacy and a critical time in early learning.  She indicated that 
students will cost the district much more in special services if they do not receive 
the foundation that Farmington has provided through lower class sizes at these 
grade levels. 
 
Given the current push up enrollment numbers, the Superintendent recommended 
an additional 2.5 teachers be added to address class size at this time.  These are not 
budgeted positions in the 2010-2011 school district budget.  The Superintendent 
advised the Board that it would be difficult, given the tight budgets, to anticipate 
finding this money in the upcoming budget.  The Superintendent advised the Board 
that new information had been received from the Special Education Department 
related to special education outplacements.  Outplacements were contracted and 
encumbered prior to year end.  Due to unanticipated changes in special education 
needs, there was a savings in tuitions.  After a thorough discussion and exchange 
of data, the Board of Education then authorized the administration to pre-purchase 
$70,000 in textbooks and equipment out of the 2009-2010 budget to specifically 
increase the 2010-2011 salary account to address the hiring of additional teachers 
to reduce class size. 
 
Board members asked the Superintendent to begin hiring procedures to insure that 
the best teachers are hired early.  The Superintendent will monitor the class sizes 
closely and deploy teachers at the schools and grade levels as necessary. The 
Board asked that the Superintendent keep them advised of any other class size 
problems that may occur through the summer. 
 

VOTED: To authorize the Superintendent to pre-purchase $70,000 from 
the Textbooks and Technology accounts and for the 
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Superintendent to recruit for the additional needed teaching 
positions immediately. (Kaplan-Meehan) 

 Yes – Janeczko, Kaplan, Meehan, Reed, Siuta 
 No – Landry  
 Motion Passes 5-1. 

 
Policy 0200 Five-Year Goals –  
 

VOTED: To approve Policy 0200 – Five-Year Goals, as presented.            
(Kaplan-Siuta) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED: To extend the meeting.  (Meehan-Kaplan) 
 Vote was unanimous. 
 

Policy 5141.27 and Regulations – Use of Automatic External Defibrillators –  
 

VOTED: To approve Policy 5141.27 and Regulations – Use of 
Automatic External Defibrillators, as presented. 

 (Kaplan-Siuta) 
 Vote was unanimous. 

 
Joint Town of Farmington and Board of Education Environmental (Green) 
Guidelines Amendment –  
 

VOTED: To adopt the amendment to the Joint Town of Farmington and 
Board of Education Environmental (Green) Guidelines, as 
presented.  (Kaplan-Landry) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 
BOE Meeting Schedule for 2010-2011 –  
 

VOTED: To approve the 2010-2011 Board of Education meeting dates as 
proposed.  (Kaplan-Meehan) 

   Vote was unanimous. 
 
Superintendent Greider distributed the 2010-2011 Board of Education Agenda Plan 
for input and review. 
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FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS – None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – None   
 

VOTED: To move to executive session for negotiations and personnel.  
(Kaplan-Meehan) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
In attendance:  Ron Janeczko, Betsy Kaplan, Jon Landry, Melanie Meehan, Mary 
Grace Reed, Ellen Siuta, Kathleen Greider, and Michael Ryan.   
 
The Board returned to regular session. 
 
 VOTED: To adjourn the meeting at 11:35 p.m. (Kaplan-Meehan) 
   Vote was unanimous. 
        

     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
     Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary 


