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Farmington Board of Education 
 
Present:  Mary Grace Reed, Chair      

Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary  
Bill Beckert  
Ron Janeczko (arrived at 9:35 pm)    

   Jon Landry 
   Tim Lodge 
   Melanie Meehan 
   Ellen Siuta 
   Heidi Steir  
      
Superintendent:  Kathleen C. Greider 
Assistant Superintendent:  Michael Galluzzo 
Business Administrator:  Michael Ryan 
Recording Secretary:  Dawn Dzubay 
Administrators, Citizens 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Mary Grace Reed called the meeting to order at 7:43 p.m. and led the Pledge 
of Allegiance.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

VOTED: To approve the minutes of April 13, 2010 with the following 
corrections:  (Steir-Lodge) 

 Pg. 3935 – After Call to Order:  Mary Grace Reed added the 
following:  “Chair Mary Grace Reed explained to all present 
that the Public Hearing was held last evening and very few 
people attended.  Only about five parents spoke on behalf of 
saving programs or adding money back in the Board’s budget 
(she gave their names).  She said that she spoke with the 
President of the FEA, Mr. DiBiasio, on April 29 about another 
matter and he indicated that he was coming to the BOE meeting 
Tuesday, April 13.  She said that she had told Mr. DiBiasio of 
the importance of people attending the Public Hearing on 
Monday, April 12 and that the budget was not finalized and 
parents/students needed to attend the April 12 meeting.  She 
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advised him that everyone was welcome to come to the BOE 
meeting as well.  Going forward, it is incumbent upon all of us 
to be clear in communicating what the budget process is and 
that it was a lost opportunity.  Mrs. Reed said that last night’s 
meeting was the final time the Council could make changes to 
the budget.  She described the motion that was made at the 
Public Hearing to shift money from road repair to the BOE.  
She said the budget has now gone forward as one budget.  Mrs. 
Reed read the statement she made to the Council and 
community at the Public Hearing.” 

 Pg. 3939 – After Public Comment, add:  “The board discussed 
at length bringing Culinary back and looking at other items in 
the budget. 

 Pg. 3942 – Bill Beckert’s comment – In response to the Town 
Council inquiry the Superintendent responded she would 
restore funds as prioritized by the Board.  
Vote was unanimous.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENT - None 
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 
Welcome and Comments from Lynn Katz, Principal – Lynn Katz welcomed the 
Board to Union School.  She thanked the PTO for providing refreshments.  She 
shared learning experiences students have received using technology in the various 
grades.  Examples of student work were shared as well as how technology is used 
across grade levels.  Heidi Steir asked how the cuts in technology will impact 
programs.  Jon Landry asked if there is technology safety instruction for students.  
Teachers are trained in I-Safe. 
 
Framework for Teaching and Learning Overview – The districtwide 
Framework for Teaching and Learning Committee was formed in the late fall with 
the charge to define and develop a set of core principles of learning and related 
instructional practices that will articulate Farmington’s guiding beliefs about 
teaching and learning.  One impetus for this project was the development of the 
Vision of the Graduate and the adoption of new five-year district goals.  Mike 
Galluzzo, Assistant Superintendent; Kim Wynne, Director of Curriculum and 
Instruction; and Dr. Peter Cummings, Principal of West Woods Upper Elementary 
School, were primarily responsible for planning and facilitating the work of this 
committee.  The committee came up with a research-based Framework to guide the 
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school system.  Kim and Pete shared the Framework with the Board.  The core 
principles of learning have both student learning expectations and teacher 
expectations.   
 
Summer Learning Academy, 2010 – The Farmington Summer Learning 
Academy is a critical link to ensure that all students have opportunities to meet 
district standards.  It provides learning opportunities to all students and accelerates 
student achievement toward district standards in core academic areas.  The 
enrichment course offerings include Suzuki Strings Academy, a new vocal Camp 
and Band Camp.  There are also a number of additional enrichment classes being 
offering.  Ellen Siuta asked about culinary offerings. 
 
Cafeteria Food Service Program Review – Mike Ryan introduced Janet Calabro, 
Cafeteria Director.  She gave an overview of the cafeteria food service program.  
Her role is to support the students’ academic day with a nutritious meal in a 
friendly atmosphere at a cost that is economical.  They are required by the National 
School Lunch Program to function as a non-profit organization; however, it is also 
necessary to sustain a self-supportive operating position.  
 
Farmington’s Plan for Scientific Research-Based Interventions (SRBI) – All 
Connecticut districts are responsible for preparing a comprehensive plan that meets 
the criteria for the SRBI initiative by July 1, 2010.  Farmington’s plan will be 
submitted to the state in June.  Kim Wynne shared this plan with the Board. 
 
Race to the Top (RTTT) Grant Program – Second Submission – 
Superintendent Greider updated the Board on this grant program and Farmington’s 
participation. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Personnel/Negotiations  
 
Policy – Betsy Kaplan reported the next meeting is tomorrow for calendar, IT 
regulations, AED’s and green initiatives. 
 
Curriculum – Melanie Meehan reported a meeting will be held soon on science 
initiatives.  Program eliminations will be reviewed so there can be a history. 
 
Communications – Heidi Steir reported Ellen Siuta has recently sent out 
reminders to remind people to get out to vote. 
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REPORT OF THE BOARD CHAIR 
 
Chair – June 25 is graduation for the high school.  Board meetings will be 
changed to a 7:00 p.m. start time for the remainder of this year. 
 
COMMITTEE LIAISONS 
 
CABE Liaison 
 
CREC Liaison 
 
FHS School to Career Committee 
 
Library Council 
 
Farmington FOCUS  
 
Farmington Public Schools Foundation – Bill Beckert reported that a meeting 
was held tonight to elect leadership.  They will be working on moving forward. 
Superintendent’s Interscholastic Athletics Advisory Committee 
 
Chamber of Commerce   
 
Farmington Town and Board Joint Green Initiative – Ron Janeczko reported 
they have received responses to the RFP’s and the process is continuing. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
2010-2011 Budget Update – Kathy Greider notified CREC about the magnet 
school bus, and CREC may be able to provide the bus for those students.  Also, 
kindergarten numbers are being watched at West District School. 
 
Self-Insurance Committee – Discussion was held on a Board of Education/Town 
Council Self-Insurance Review Committee. 
 

VOTED: That the Farmington Board of Education enter into joint 
appointment of the Joint Farmington Town and Board of 
Education Self-Insurance Review Committee with the 
following charge: 
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 The Farmington Board of Education and Town of Farmington 
will appoint a Self-Insurance Review Committee.  The purpose 
of this committee is to work collaboratively to review the Town 
of Farmington’s Joint Self-Insurance fund operation and to 
make recommendations to the Board of Education and Town 
Council for consideration.  The charge of the committee: 

 Periodically review self-insurance financial reports and 
employee usage trends;  

 Consult with Board and Town business Administrators 
and consultants to develop recommendations to the 
Board and Town for appropriate annual budget levels 
and reserve levels; and 

 Discuss and recommend to the Town Council and Board 
of Education any policies for consideration. 

 
Any actions based on the recommendations of this committee 
will be considered by the Board and Town through each 
individual governing bodies’ policies and procedures as 
outlined by statute.  The Chairs of the Town Council and Board 
of Education will each make appointments to the Joint 
Farmington Town and Board of Education Self-Insurance 
Review Committee.  The Town Council and Board of 
Education will annually review the charge of the Joint 
Farmington Town and Board of Education Self-Insurance 
Review Committee; and 
 
As part of this charge, the following are appointed to serve on 
this committee: 

    Ron Janeczko, Co-Chair 
    Betsy Kaplan – BOE Representative 
    Superintendent Kathleen Greider 
    Business Administrator Michael Ryan 
   Vote was unanimous. 
 

VOTED: To add item XI-D to the Agenda:  Noah Wallace Plans and 
Specifications for Roof Project.  (Kaplan-Beckert) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
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VOTED: To approve the plans and specifications for the replacement of 
the slate roof at Noah Wallace School.  (Beckert-Landry) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
NEW BUSINESS – None  
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS – None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – None   
 

VOTED: To move to executive session for personnel and negotiations.  
(Meehan-Kaplan) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
In attendance:  Ron Janeczko, Betsy Kaplan, Jon Landry, Tim Lodge, Melanie 
Meehan, Mary Grace Reed, Ellen Siuta, Heidi Steir and Kathleen Greider.  Bill 
Beckert recused himself prior to discussions regarding personnel. 
 
The Board returned to regular session. 
 
 VOTED: To adjourn the meeting at 11:15 p.m. (Steir-Lodge) 
   Vote was unanimous. 
        

     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
     Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary 


