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Farmington Board of Education 
 
Present:  Mary Grace Reed, Chair      

Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary  
Bill Beckert (arrived at 8:00 pm)  
Ron Janeczko   

   Jon Landry 
   Tim Lodge 
   Melanie Meehan 
   Ellen Siuta 
   Heidi Steir  
      
Superintendent:  Kathleen C. Greider 
Business Administrator:  Michael Ryan 
Recording Secretary:  Dawn Dzubay 
Administrators, Teachers, Students, Citizens 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Mary Grace Reed called the meeting to order at 7:34 p.m. and led the Pledge 
of Allegiance.  
 
Chair Mary Grace Reed commented on the Public Hearing.  Mary Grace Reed read 
the statement she made last evening at the public hearing. 
 
Superintendent Greider gave a brief overview of the presentation she made to the 
Council last evening focusing on the difficult reduction decisions.  She explained 
the process and impact of the reductions.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Ted Orzeck began teaching in Farmington in 1958.  He retired in 1991 and still 
coaches the boys’ golf team at FHS.  He is against any cuts in education.  He spoke 
about cuts that began in the tech ed programs years ago.  He emphasized the 
obligation to educate all students and not just concentrate on the core subjects.  He 
said electives are important, and he would rather pay more taxes than see programs 
cut. 
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Sam Iritano, Birdseye Road, President of Farmington Taxpayers Association, 
spoke about home foreclosures in 2009 and the first quarter of 2010.  He is 
concerned with the cut of the culinary program at the high school.  He asked why 
department heads are only teaching two classes.  He said there is too much 
administration throughout the schools.  He asked the Board not to talk about the 
salaries as a fixed cost.  He talked about per pupil costs. 
 
Garrett Nulo, FHS student, spoke about the opportunities being for doctors not 
typical jobs like chefs, carpenters, technicians, and other trades.  He asked for 
opportunities for all students to enable everyone to find his or her future interest. 
 
Paige Votto, Wall Street, is a high school senior.  She said she knows many 
students who would not have graduated if they did not have the culinary program.  
 
Ann Kerr, Farmington Avenue, thanked the Board for their diligence in preparing 
the budget.  She asked the Board to reconsider the culinary program and look at the 
success over the past 23 years.  She spoke about the possibility of the culinary 
program as a revenue stream. 
 
Victoria Lathrop, sophomore at FHS, explained culinary as an everyday skill and 
spoke about the passion students have for the program. 
 
Sarah Tafano asked the Board to reconsider cutting the culinary program.  Her 
daughter has received so much through the culinary experience.  She suggested 
parents paying for this program. 
 
Sue Orzeck said she would like to see the culinary program kept and suggested 
cutting administration. 
 
Bob Deasy, Redcoat Lane, spoke about the benefits to students with special needs 
in the culinary program.  He spoke about the benefits of the culinary program for 
all students. 
 
Olivia Lathrop spoke about the students impacted by the culinary program and 
asked the Board to rethink the decision. 
 
Mike Bebo, senior, spoke about the inspiration to go into culinary careers gained 
through the culinary program.  It helps students know what they want to do for a 
career and Chef D teaches students more than just culinary skills. 
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Karen Robotham was at the meeting last night and was very disappointed.  She has 
a daughter at Johnson and Wales who accelerated in Chef D’s program and has 
blossomed thanks to the culinary program.  She feels if not for the culinary 
program and Chef D, her daughter probably would not have gone to college.  High 
standards should be for all students and we need to provide programs.  She asked 
the Board to reconsider the culinary program and save it. 
 
Alana Hashe, student, spoke about the benefit of the culinary program to her 
brother and other students.  Students, who don’t like school, love Chef’s classes.  
She suggested not spending money on the circle reconstruction and putting that 
money to the culinary program. 
 
Frank Flood, Knollwood Road, took the culinary program 20 years ago and went 
on to Johnson and Wales and is now asking the Board to keep the culinary program 
at the high school.  It is important to keep options in the high school for kids who 
need alternatives. 
 
Scott Walquist, Mohawk Drive, spoke of the benefits the culinary program gave 
him back when he was in school and the profound impact Chef D had on him and 
his brother.  He spoke about the benefits the program gave him that can’t be 
measured in a budget. 
 
Tom Kay, 52 Oakbrook Crossing, said culinary is as important as math and 
science.  It is a good alternative for many students. Chef D provides emotional 
support and helps with problems. 
 
Pam Fisher, 5 Julles Court, said it would have been nice if this was all said last 
night.  She asked the Board to look again to see if culinary can be restored.  She 
would also like to see Latin and music restored.  She asked to look at 
administration to see if changes could be made.  She doesn’t think the Town 
Council would mind if the money is spent differently. 
 
Heather Rasmussen, 2007 graduate, spoke about the experience she had with the 
culinary program and how it was a home for her and a place to fit in for her. 
 
Casey Novack, Trotters Glen, FHS student, spoke about the impact cutting the 
culinary program would have on teachers and students.  It helps everyone. 
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Lauren DeMatto, Butternut Drive, spoke about the importance of Chef not only for 
his teaching of culinary, but what life lessons he has taught her.  She said Chef 
taught her more than anything and cutting this program would be horrible. 
 
Molly McKenna, West District Road, said this would be a horrible mistake to cut 
this program.  It is so important for so many students.  Chef provides a different 
path to help many kids get through school and some kids would not have made it 
without Chef.  She said culinary is a life changing program. 
 
Edmon Cooper, FHS student, has attended many meetings.  He asked the Board to 
go back and find other areas to cut and put culinary back in. 
 
Patty Lathrop, Field Stone Run, is a parent of a high school student.  She feels high 
school is a difficult time and the culinary program provides a need for students.  
Chef is a life coach as well as a teacher and impacts way beyond the cost of the 
culinary program.  She asked the Board to fund the money. 
 
Barbara Kasha, Meadow Road, moved here 30 years ago for the school system.  
The culinary arts program had a positive impact on her son, but Chef had more of 
an impact on not only her son but her entire family.  This man, Chef D, has done so 
much for the children of Farmington.  She is sad for everyone if Chef is no longer 
here.  
 
Hannah Kerr, Farmington Avenue, spoke about what Chef has taught her and how 
special he is to all his students.  He is the teacher she will always remember. 
 
Joan Morin, Berkshire Drive, has four children who have gone through the system.  
She feels Chef is part of her family.  The life skills he teaches students are 
outstanding.  She has used the services of Chef and students in her work at The 
Exchange.  This year, Chef was not able to help her due to changes in the program 
and kids not being prepared as in the past.  She feels the benefit of the program to 
kids is worth any amount of money.  The program guides children.  She 
understands budgets and is asking the Board to reconsider this program and not cut 
programs for the kids. 
 
Dustin Ratcliff, Garden Gate, is a student at FHS.  He spoke about Chef D as his 
hero.  He has taught him not only cooking but the desire to learn and do well in 
school.  He has an amazing gift and is always there for his students. 
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William Lathrop, Field Stone Run, spoke about the inspiration Chef D is to his 
students.  He asked the Board to relook at the budget and save the budget. 
 
Dennis Dorio, Tunxis Village, thanked the Board for the opportunity to teach in 
this town over the past years.  He spoke about following a late bus that drove all 
over town with only three students on it. 
 
Mary Grace Reed informed the public that the circle work and wall is not part of 
the budget.  The cost of the culinary program reduced is $72,500.  She explained 
the personnel cuts last year.  Per statute, the school district cannot charge for 
graded curricular programs.  The Board has asked the unions to consider some 
level of concessions and will continue to do so.  The Board has taken all retirement 
money out of the budget. 
 
 VOTED: To move Item XIII-B up on the agenda.  (Siuta-Meehan) 

Vote was unanimous.  
 

VOTED: To approve the Superintendent’s recommendation to appoint 
Renee St. Hilaire as Principal of East Farms School effective 
May 17, 2010.  (Meehan-Siuta) 
Vote was unanimous.  
Bill Beckert recused himself for deliberations and voting. 

 
 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

VOTED: To approve the minutes of March 22, 2010.  (Kaplan-Beckert)  
Vote was unanimous.  
 

VOTED: To approve the minutes of March 24, 2010.  (Lodge-Janeczko)  
Vote was unanimous.  

 
 VOTED: To extend the meeting past 10:30 p.m. (Landry-Kaplan) 

Vote was unanimous.  
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 
Science Review Update – Dr. Pete Cummings, West Woods Upper Elementary 
School Principal, updated the Board on the science review.  Members of the 
internal Science Evaluation Committee have conducted two recent meetings with 
Dr. David Moss of the University of Connecticut.  The evaluation of the science 
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program will be extended so the curriculum review and the subsequent 
recommendations align with the new national standards.  The program evaluation 
will be completed during the 2010-11 school year. 
 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 

VOTED: To accept the report of the Business Administrator for the 
month ending February 28, 2010.  (Kaplan-Beckert) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED: To accept the report of the Business Administrator for the 

month ending March 31, 2010.  (Kaplan-Beckert) 
   Vote was unanimous. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Personnel/Negotiations – Executive Session 
 
Policy 
 
Curriculum 
 
Communications – Heidi Steir said they are working with the parent groups to get 
out and vote. 
 
REPORT OF THE BOARD CHAIR AND COMMITTEE LIAISONS 
 
Chair – Chair Mary Grace Reed reviewed the meeting schedule. 
 
CABE Liaison 
 
CREC Liaison 
 
FHS School to Career Committee 
 
Library Council 
 
Farmington FOCUS – Betsy Kaplan reported the program last week was very 
well attended. 
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Farmington Public Schools Foundation – Bill Beckert reported the leadership 
will be unveiled May 3, 2010. 
 
Superintendent’s Interscholastic Athletics Advisory Committee 
 
Chamber of Commerce – Bill Beckert reported the next meeting is tomorrow at 
the Hill-Stead Museum.  
 
Farmington Town and Board Joint Green Initiative – Ron Janeczko and Jon 
Landry will be representatives to the Town and Board Joint Green Initiative. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Safety and Security – FHS Circle Pilot 
 

VOTED: To approve the closure of the circle at FHS and to forward the 
plan to Planning and Zoning for review. (Kaplan-Beckert) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
FHS Graduation Date 
 

VOTED: To approve the administration’s recommendation to establish 
Friday, June 25, 2010 as the date of the FHS graduation 
ceremony. (Kaplan-Siuta) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
CT Healthy Foods and Beverages in School Act 
 

VOTED: To approve that the Superintendent be authorized to sign the 
Healthy Food Certification Statement indicating the Farmington 
Public Schools will meet the Connecticut Nutritional Standards 
and amending the Agreement for Child Nutrition Programs 
(ED-099); and 

 
To approve that the Farmington Board of Education, pursuant 
to Section 10-215f and Section 10-221q of the Connecticut 
General Statutes, excludes from certification food and beverage 
items that do not meet the Connecticut Nutritional Standards 
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provided (1) such sale is in connection with an event occurring 
after the end of the regular school day or on the weekend, (2) 
such sale is at the location of the event, and (3) such food is not 
sold from a vending machine or school store. (Steir-Kaplan) 

 Vote was 8 yes (Kaplan, Janeczko, Landry, Lodge, Reed, 
Siuta, Steir) and 1 no (Meehan) 

  
Jon Landry asked about pizza being a second choice everyday.  He also asked 
about alternatives. 

 
Educational Specifications – Noah Wallace Roof 

 
VOTED: That the Board of Education approves the Educational 

Specification for the Noah Wallace Partial Roof Replacement 
project. (Kaplan-Steir)  

   Vote was unanimous. 
 

VOTED: On behalf of the Farmington Public School System, the 
Farmington Board of Education is submitting a revised budget 
to the Farmington Town Council of $51,491,192 that reflects a 
1.85% increase in self-insurance and a 2.15% increase for all 
other operating expenses for a total increase of 4%.   
(Janeczko-Steir) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
Bill Beckert asked the Superintendent of her intentions to restore any funding 
restored by Town Council toward prioritized list.  She stated she would honor 
prioritized list. 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS – None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – None   
 

VOTED: To move to executive session for confidential student matter, 
security and personnel.  (Meehan-Kaplan) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
In attendance:  Bill Beckert, Ron Janeczko, Betsy Kaplan, Jon Landry, Tim Lodge, 
Melanie Meehan, Mary Grace Reed, Ellen Siuta, Heidi Steir and Kathleen Greider. 
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The Board returned to regular session. 
 

VOTED: The Farmington Board of Education approves the 
recommendation of the Superintendent to expel Student 
#993251 from school from the day following his suspension 
through March 28, 2011, as detailed in the Stipulated 
Agreement signed by the mother, the student and Kathleen 
Greider on April 1, 2010.  The Board directs the Superintendent 
to communicate this decision to the parents of the expelled 
student as soon as possible.  (Kaplan-Steir) 
Vote was unanimous.   

 
 VOTED: To adjourn the meeting at 1:20 a.m. (Kaplan-Steir) 
   Vote was unanimous. 
        

     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
     Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary 


