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Farmington Board of Education 
 
Present:  Mary Grace Reed, Chair      

Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary  
Bill Beckert  
Ron Janeczko   

   Jon Landry 
   Tim Lodge 
   Melanie Meehan 
   Heidi Steir 

Ellen Siuta 
      
Superintendent:  Kathleen C. Greider 
Assistant Superintendent:  Michael Galluzzo 
Business Administrator:  Michael Ryan 
Recording Secretary:  Dawn Dzubay 
Students, Citizens 
 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Mary Grace Reed called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m. and led the Pledge 
of Allegiance.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
Greg Santoro, Windham Lane, FHS student, spoke about budget impact decisions 
on students.  He shared an experience of a teacher who was laid off last year and 
how the personal loss of that particular teacher impacted him.  He expressed the 
importance of what teachers do outside of the classroom to help students 
 
Amy Tomasso, Eaton Place, FHS student in the sophomore class, said she loves 
foreign language and was upset that Latin was cut from the budget last year.  She 
asked not be cut programs so crucial to the budget. 
 
Albert Tomasso, Eaton Place, FHS student, introduced the FHS string quartet.  The 
quartet played for the members of the Board of Education.  It spoke volumes as to 
the impact of the music department.  He spoke in support of the Board’s budget 
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and the comments made by the Farmington administrators last night.  He expressed 
concern at the loss of programs such as Culinary Arts, Construction and Applied 
Technology.  He spoke about the importance of engaging students and 
continuation of a quality education for all. 
 
Sharon Schless, parent and Friends of Farmington Music member, spoke about the 
large student to teacher rtio at the high school.  She spoke about the need to 
continue to offer the programs so important to so many students. 
 
Colin Callahan, Renfield Place, FHS student, spoke about the benefits of music 
and sports programs at the High school and how these offerings have such an 
impact on so many. 
 
Continuation of Budget Deliberations 

 
The thorough review of the budget document has been completed.  Mary Grace 
Reed explained tonight’s process as the budget moves from being the 
Superintendent’s budget to the Board’s budget. 
 
Melanie Meehan spoke about the importance of a strong school system and feels it 
is unwise to deteriorate the education system.  She does not want to go down the 
path of taking apart the budget.  Bill Beckert stated the school system is not a 
corporation, but it is about children.  Education is related to a national security 
issue and needs to be going forward.  Betsy Kaplan spoke about the Board’s 
mission to educate all students.  It is important to keep developing our goals.  Heidi 
Steir spoke about the administrators “bare bones’ requests and the need to 
communicate to citizens what is at stake for education in Farmington.  Strong 
schools make a strong community.  Ron Janeczko spoke about the reputation 
Farmington has and he is concerned for future generations.  Jon Landry thanked 
the students, parents and administrators for all their comments and input.  He does 
not want to see any cuts or see the district diminished at all.  Ellen Siuta spoke 
about the responsibility the Board has as elected officials to provide a quality 
education.  She feels the Board needs to have courage and keep the schools 
excellent.  Heidi Steir spoke about the administrator’s points regarding class size 
and technology and feels any cuts would be too detrimental.  Mary Grace Reed 
spoke about areas of impact versus areas of need in the budgeting process and how 
things have changed. 
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Bill Beckert asked about Replacement of Equipment and New Equipment.  
Discussion was held on the fact many computers are nine years old and updated 
computers are needed to run new software.  The multiple past years of cuts have 
been so great and this area has been hard hit.  Jon Landry stated he is opposed to 
cutting any technology. 
 
Discussion was held on requiring students to have their own laptops.  Melanie 
Meehan asked for a cost to bring Latin back into the high school.  She feels it 
should be a continuum grade 7-12 for Latin or not offer it in the middle school.  
She talked about Culinary Arts.  Ron Janeczko asked about any areas to charge a 
“participation cost” for students such as in Culinary Arts supplies.  Melanie 
Meehan asked about Latin offerings at the high school instead of the middle 
school.  Betsy Kaplan asked about the major repair requests in the Repairs to 
Buildings account.  Heidi Steir questioned the transportation costs.  Ron Janeczko 
asked about town space to house the alternative high school program. 
 

VOTED: To reduce pg. 98 Library Subscriptions by $14,722.  
(Meehan-Steir)  

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED: To increase pg. 96 Library Books by $4,000 for the 

elementary schools ($1,000 per school).  (Kaplan-Steir)  
 Vote was unanimous. 

 
VOTED: To reduce the network monitoring system from systemwide 

accounts by $11,400 on pgs. 100-101 A-V/ Computer 
Materials.  (Meehan-Landry) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED: To reduce pgs. 100-101 A-V/Computer Materials by 

$1,900 due to a lower bid for the backup system.  
 (Kaplan-Steir) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 

Ron Janeczko asked about the costs for “game help and police” on pg. 81 – 
Student Activity Supplies.   
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VOTED: To assign the .5 unassigned teacher to Kindergarten (pgs. 5-
7) due to kindergarten enrollment numbers.  (Meehan-Steir) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 

Discussion was held on self-insurance.  It is funded at 100% of paid claims.  Mike 
Ryan said that this is still inadequate.  Ellen Siuta asked about the intramurals at 
IAR.  She is concerned with the drop in participation due to the cost. 
 
At this point, the budget if $52,086,940, a 5.2% increase.  The increase in self 
insurance represents 1.85% of the increase. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
Albert Tomasso, FHS student, told the Board that the teachers’ union has vowed 
not to give up their raises this year. 
 
 VOTED: To add executive session for personnel/negotiations. 

(Janeczko-Kaplan)    
Vote was unanimous. 
 

VOTED: To move to executive session for personnel/negotiations. 
(Beckert-Landry) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
In attendance:  Bill Beckert, Ron Janeczko, Betsy Kaplan, Jon Landry, Tim Lodge, 
Melanie Meehan, Mary Grace Reed, Heidi Steir, Ellen Siuta, and Kathleen 
Greider. 
 
The Board returned to regular session. 
 

VOTED: On behalf of the Farmington Public School System, the 
Farmington Board of Education recommends to the Farmington 
Town Council a budget of $52,086,940 that reflects a 1.85% 
increase in self-insurance and a 3.35% increase in the operating 
budget for a total increase of 5.2%.   (Kaplan-Steir) 

 Vote was unanimous.  
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 VOTED: To adjourn the meeting at 11:33 p.m. (Kaplan-Steir) 
   Vote was unanimous. 

     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
     Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary 


