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Farmington Board of Education 
 
Present:  Mary Grace Reed, Chair      

Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary  
Bill Beckert  
Ron Janeczko   

   Jon Landry 
   Tim Lodge 
   Melanie Meehan 
   Heidi Steir 

Ellen Siuta 
      
Superintendent:  Kathleen C. Greider 
Assistant Superintendent:  Michael Galluzzo 
Business Administrator:  Michael Ryan 
Recording Secretary:  Dawn Dzubay 
Principals, Students, Citizens 
 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Mary Grace Reed called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. and led the Pledge 
of Allegiance.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

VOTED: To approve the minutes of January 25, 2010 with the following 
correction:    (Siuta-Landry) 
Pg. 3883 – Landry did not second the motion. 
Vote was unanimous. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
Albert Tomasso, 1 Eaton Place, FHS Student Council President, thanked the Board 
of Education for being here for the students.  He feels the Board has done an 
excellent job in preparing a plan with needs for quality education.  He and a 
number of students were present. 
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Patty Stoddard, Lido Road, Town Council Liaison, asked the Board for the 
questions asked by Mr. Clark regarding numbers for teachers, insurance, etc.  The 
Council would like to go over the numbers for the budget.  She informed the Board 
the representatives came to the Council meeting.  There is a task force being 
formed to see what can be shared between the Town and the Board of Education.  
The Board was asked to send a representative. 
 
Jess Rancowski, Keene Place, asked that the custodial staff be recognized for the 
services they provide and to keep their services in the budget. 
 
Pam Fisher, 5 Jewels Court, asked the Board to restore previous cuts that have 
been made in past years.  She asked that Latin be restored.  She asked that the 
music department be keep intact.  The caliber of the music program has enabled 
many opportunities.  The strength of the school system keeps people coming to this 
town, and it is important to keep programs. 
 
Marissa Bergman, FHS Senior Class Treasurer, asked the Board to keep the budget 
intact to provide quality services for education. 
 
Marni Pollack, 38 Indian Hill Road, represented the Madrigal singers who were 
present at tonight’s meeting.  She spoke of the merits of the music department and 
asked that there be no cuts to the program.  The Madrigal singers performed a 
beautiful piece for the Board members. 
 
Todd Herbert, 2 Windsor Woods Terrace, FHS student, said that the budget and 
school calendar has been debated by students at the high school.  The economy 
puts a burden on everyone and everyone has been making sacrifices.  HE is doing 
research on the impact of higher student achievement. 
 
Shae Adyanka, Sparrow Lane, is a student at FHS and spoke about the impact of 
the budget, opportunities provided in Farmington and the need for teachers to be 
kept and not reduced. 
 
Kim Dumay, Centerbrook Drive, shared an experience she recently had when 
being asked about her Farmington Education.  She feels the education here at the 
high school offers so much and enables students to experience a variety of 
interests.  She asked that the budget not be reduced. 
 



 
 
Regular Meeting February 8, 2010 FHS Library 
 

3898

Sebastian Nasters, FHS student, spoke about the music department and the balance 
Farmington offers in the arts and academics.  He spoke about the importance of the 
standards-led program and how important the quality of education is. 
 
James Siberstein, West View Terrace, spoke about the importance of sports and 
athletics and its meaning for students. 
 
Abby Green, Walnut Farms Drive, FHS student, spoke about the drama 
department.  She is disappointed that there is not funding for musicals at the high 
school especially since there are many opportunities at the high school.  She said it 
was difficult getting help from English teachers for college essays due to the 
student/teacher ratio and asked that teachers be maintained. 
 
Rodrigo Alveres, FHS student, spoke in support of the world language department.  
It is important at this time given what is happening in the world.  Language should 
be looked at as a core class and not an elective. 
 
Melanie Meehan thanked the students who spoke to the Board of Education for 
their input and comments this evening. 
 
Mary Grace Reed responded to Patty Stoddard and said she has followed up with 
Mr. Clark but he is away.  Information will be sent on to the Council. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 
Personnel/Negotiations 
 
Policy 
 
Curriculum 
 
Communications – Heidi Steir reported the newsletter will be going out shortly.  
The committee met to work on the upcoming budget flyer.  Meetings will be held 
with PTOs. 
 
REPORT OF THE BOARD CHAIR AND COMMITTEE LIAISONS 
 
Chair 
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CABE Liaison  
 
CREC Liaison 
 
FHS School to Career Committee 
 
Library Council 
 
Farmington FOCUS – The meeting of January 21 has been rescheduled for 
March 10.  
 
Farmington Public Schools Foundation – Bill Beckert reported a new President 
has been elected.  He will have a more comprehensive report soon. 
 
Superintendent’s Interscholastic Athletics Advisory Committee 
 
Chamber of Commerce 
 
Farmington Town and Board Joint Green Initiative – Ron Janeczko, Mike 
Ryan, and Tim Harris attended the meeting.  The committee voted to move 
forward 
 

VOTED: To add Item X-F Consideration of School District 
Transportation Contract.  (Landry-Janeczko) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED: To approve the fiscal years 2011-2013 School District 

Transportation Contract with M & J Bus Company as 
presented.  (Meehan-Janeczko) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
Thank was extended to the members for their hard work. 
 

VOTED: To add Item XI-A Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical 
Education Grant.  (Siuta-Steir)  

 Vote was unanimous. 
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VOTED: To accept the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical 
Improvement Act Grant, Project Title:  Innovation Grant at 
Farmington High School.  (Meehan-Janeczko) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
This grant was added to the agenda due to a short timeline of only one month.  
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS – None 
 
Continuation of Budget Deliberations 

 
School-Based Budget Presentations – Process and Priorities: 
 
Elementary – Dr. Diane Cloud asked for consideration of the staffing issues.  She 
spoke about the library cuts and the difficulty that poses.  She spoke about the 
importance of a Literacy Specialist and the duties of a Literacy Specialist.  
Included are teacher training, professional development, training of tutors, 
designing and implementing intervention strategies, coordinating special education 
and regular education, preparing and coordinating assessment and budget.  
Literacy specialists are essential to our schools.  State mandated SRBI 
(Scientifically Research-Based Interventions) implementation is crucial.  
Technology needs are crucial as well.  It is imperative to keep essential staff in 
place. 
 
West Woods Upper Elementary – Dr. Peter Cummings echoed what Dr. Cloud 
said.  The budget is bare bones and staffing is key.  Class sizes are extremely 
important.  Interventions are crucial for achievement.  Technology provides 
resources.  Hardware is old and needs updating to run programs. 
 
Farmington High School – Dr. Tim Breslin agreed with everything said so far.  He 
spoke about the need for relationships and mentors and students finding a “place” 
at the high school.  Students are being turned away from electives; more places are 
needed for kids to go. 
 
IAR Middle School – Kelly Lyman spoke about relationships and meeting the 
needs of all students.  Students need to be engaged in the art of schooling.  Middle 
school teams of 100 are what is strived for and IAR has teams of about 115.  The 
loss of intramural and extramural funding has had a huge impact on students.  
Students learn differently now and technology is crucial to their learning. 
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VOTED: To tentatively approve pages 78-79, Instructional Supplies 

in the amount of $375,199.  (Meehan-Janeczko)  
 Vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED: To tentatively approve pages 80-81, Student Activity 

Supplies in the amount of $245,156.  (Beckert-Steir)  
 Vote was unanimous. 

 
VOTED: To tentatively approve pages 82-83, Office Supplies in the 

amount of $78,114.  (Meehan-Landry) 
 Vote was unanimous. 

 
VOTED: To tentatively approve pages 82-83, Library Supplies in the 

amount of $13,198.  (Meehan-Siuta) 
 Vote was unanimous. 

 
VOTED: To tentatively approve pages 82-83, Health Supplies in the 

amount of $17,866.  (Beckert-Kaplan) 
 Vote was unanimous. 

 
VOTED: To tentatively approve pages 84-85, Testing & Evaluation 

Supplies in the amount of $50,798.  (Meehan-Lodge)   
 Vote was unanimous. 

 
VOTED: To tentatively approve pages 86-87, Custodial Supplies in 

the amount of $111,750.  (Steir-Kaplan)  
 Vote was unanimous. 

 
VOTED: To tentatively approve pages 88-89, Fuel Oil in the amount 

of $84,475.   (Meehan-Kaplan)   
 Vote was unanimous. 

 
VOTED: To tentatively approve pages 90-91, Textbooks in the 

amount of $202,344.   (Janeczko-Beckert) 
 Vote was unanimous. 

 
 VOTED:       To extend the meeting at 10:30 p.m.  (Janeczko-Beckert 
          Vote was unanimous. 
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VOTED: To tentatively approve pages 92-95, Curriculum 

Development in the amount of $115,850.  (Kaplan-Steir)  
 Vote was unanimous. 

 
VOTED: To tentatively approve pages 96-97, Library Books in the 

amount of $47,999.  (Steir-Landry)   
 Vote was unanimous. 

 
VOTED: To tentatively approve pages 98-99, Library Subscriptions 

in the amount of $62,688.  (Beckert-Steir)   
 Vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED: To tentatively approve pages 98-99, Professional 

Subscriptions in the amount of $6,593.  (Landry-Steir) 
 Vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED: To tentatively approve pages 98-99, Professional 

Subscriptions in the amount of $4,400.   (Steir-Lodge) 
 Vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED: To tentatively approve pages 100-101, A-V/Computer 

Materials in the amount of $90,246.  (Landry-Steir)  
 Vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED: To tentatively approve pages 123-124, Memberships in the 

amount of $48,887.  (Kaplan-Beckert) 
 Vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED: To tentatively approved pages 125-126, Liability Insurance 

in the amount of $244,192.  (Kaplan-Beckert) 
 Vote was unanimous. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
Pam Fisher, 5 Jewels Court, spoke about the effect of the larger class sizes on her 
6th grade son.  She spoke about the important information shared by the principals.  
She feels collecting data on activities is so important.  She appreciates all the work 
the Board is doing. 
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VOTED: To move to executive session for personnel.  (Kaplan-Steir) 
 Vote was unanimous. 

 
In attendance:  Bill Beckert, Ron Janeczko, Betsy Kaplan, Jon Landry, Tim Lodge, 
Melanie Meehan, Mary Grace Reed, Heidi Steir, Ellen Siuta, and Kathleen 
Greider. 
 
 VOTED: To adjourn the meeting at 11:38 p.m. (Kaplan-Steir) 
   Vote was unanimous. 

      
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
     Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary 


