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Farmington Board of Education 
 
Present:  Mary Grace Reed, Chair      

Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary  
Brian Collins   
Ron Janeczko   

   Kenneth Koos    
   Melanie Meehan 
   Heidi Steir 

Patty Stoddard  
Ellen Siuta 

      
Superintendent:  Dr. Eileen S. Howley 
Business Administrator:  Michael Ryan 
Recording Secretary:  Dawn Dzubay 
Citizens, Principals, Students, Press 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Mary Grace Reed called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. and led the Pledge 
of Allegiance.  Mary Grace Reed thanked the massive audience for being present 
this evening.  She assured everyone that the Board will be working to make the 
decisions best for every member of the community.  She spoke of the economic 
crisis.  She spoke about the collaboration between the Town Council and the Board 
of Education.  She explained the dedication of Jeff Hogan, Town Council liaison to 
the Board of Education.  A history of the self-insurance account was distributed for 
information purposes.  Mary Grace Reed thanked the union and non-union workers 
who stepped forward and offered a pay freeze.  She explained the process with the 
teachers’ union and said the discussions continue.  The teachers are the best in the 
state and the Board stands behind their teachers.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
John LaForest-Roys, 51 Tanglewood Road, brought his son to see government at 
work.  He asked everyone to have faith in the Board members they all voted in.  He 
thanked Mary Grace for the 30-year self-insurance fund information.  He feels it is 
disappointing that the teachers did not come forth and take a freeze to save 
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teaching jobs.  He spoke about the difficulty in cutting programs and asked not to 
cut into programs in progress. 
 
Michael Bergin said his family moved to Farmington this summer from 
Washington, D.C. and chose Farmington because of the excellent schools.  He 
spoke about programs that lay a foundation and the benefits. 
 
Laura DiLullo, 54 Knollwood Road, said this is the best education system.  She 
spoke about the music and band program.  Education is more than reading, writing 
and math. 
 
Darlene Beckert, 14 Hemlock Notch, is a Farmington teacher and parent.  She 
spoke about the first-rate education in town.  She spoke about the devastation that 
will occur if the cuts take place.  She asked the Board to delay any action. 
 
Marney Pollack, 38 Indian Hill Road, is a Farmington High School student.  She 
explained the importance music has played throughout her school years and the 
development of passion.  She feels children should experience music from a young 
age.  She explained the importance of music and read an original poem. 
 
Albert Tomasso, 1 Eton Place, a junior at FHS, explained the importance of the 
music and arts programs to the future of students.  He does not feel any programs 
should be put against each other.  He asked the teachers’ union to make the 
sacrifice and save colleagues’ jobs. 
 
Priscilla Mapelli, 20 Stonegate, is a senior at FHS.  She is a member of the 
symphonic band.  She explained the importance of music to the development of 
leadership and feeling part of the school family. 
 
Alex Medvedovsky, Knollwood Road, asked the Board to think in terms of goals 
before making any cuts to the budget.  He also spoke about adding programs to 
enhance the system such as gifted and talented and foreign language programs for 
the elementary schools.  He asked the Board to delay any decision and keep 
negotiating with the teachers’ union. 
 
Leonid Malakh, 15 Dunne Wood Court, said his family moved to Farmington for 
the education system.  He is disappointed with the teachers’ union and hopes they 
can negotiate.  Many people everywhere are taking salary freezes.  He does not 
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want programs pitted against others as they are all beneficial.  He said pay-to-play 
may be a viable option. 
 
Marina Bobylov, 35 Canterbury Lane, said many people choose Farmington for the 
excellent education.  She spoke about the need for programs above reading, writing 
and math.  She said to cut anything will mean it may take 10-15 years to get back, 
if ever. 
 
Erin Corcoran and Prachi Vitwans represented the students at Farmington High 
School and expressed concern about the proposed budget cuts.  They shared the 
devotion of the teachers and the incredible opportunities Farmington has provided 
and expressed concern that future students will not have the opportunities they 
have experienced. 
 
Tom Johnston, 27 Wyndwood Road,  expressed concern with the vote and the need 
to get the vote out and pass it the first time.  He spoke about Shannon Cunningham 
and the importance of keeping her in her position. 
 
Stephanie Coppen, 37 Tanglewood Road, said she has listened tonight and finds it 
disheartening that the teachers’ union has not come through.  She is very 
concerned with class sizes and the negative effect on learning. 
 
Andrea Ficks, 34 Basswood Road, stated her support for the Board.  She was very 
impressed with the students who spoke tonight.  Her main concern is class size. 
 
Kerry Doherty Laberge, 15 Edgewood Street, said class size and strings are the two 
most important things to keep.  She suggested making a two-mile radius for 
walking or eliminating busing. 
 
Kristin Chisholm, 34 Wildwood Road, asked to keep education and strings. She 
would consider hearing more about paying for busing.  She is impressed how many 
people move back to Farmington after college. 
 
Marisa Spineti, 5 Riverwood Road, said she is proud of the young people who 
spoke tonight and hopes her children will be afforded the same opportunities.  She 
supports small class sizes.  Students of the 21st century need an excellent education 
and Farmington has a reputation for excellence. 
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Jean Baron, 22 Basswood Road, thanked the students who spoke tonight.  She is a 
former Board of Education member and talked about the budget history of the self-
insurance.  She spoke about the importance of getting out to vote and passing the 
first budget.  The Board of Education has its back against the wall.  Programs cut 
do not come back. 
 
Liz Pollack, 38 Indian Hill Road, works in a local school system and spoke about 
the rising special education costs.  She spoke about mandated goals and test scores 
and the stress put on teachers and students.  Overall achievement should be the 
priority, not test scores. 
 
Jenny Cheryl, Wood Pond, thanked the Board for taking on this challenge.  She 
spoke about the band program and supports it being kept.  The program is already 
very lean and must be maintained.  She asked to not take any opportunities away 
from children. 
 
Pam Fisher, Jewels Court, stated music is a universal language.  The music 
program is a huge value service that offers so much to students.  Studies show 
music improves test scores.  She shared some studies with the Board regarding the 
success of music students.   
 
Christopher St. James, Lovely Street, stated everyone wants the same for their 
children. He said class size needs to be kept at a minimum above all else.  Teacher 
dedication is crucial and is impacted by class size.  The benefits of the music 
programs are valuable in many facets of education.  He is happy to pay for 
programs if need be to save education. 
 
Ron White, 19 Wells Drive, said it is time to get together and take the town back.  
Losing budgets makes it difficult to make programs up.  He doesn’t think it is fair 
to ask the teachers to take a pay cut. 
 
Jean Patrica, Westview Terrace, spoke about the opportunities provided by the 
music program. 
 
Eric Tregash, Kent Lane, spoke about the national recognition of the excellence of 
our schools.  We need to invest in the quality of education and keep cuts away 
from kids.  He challenged everyone to lobby and learn about education.  He told 
the audience they are preaching to the choir. 
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Amy Zuckerdin, High Street, said anything cut will never come back.  She does 
not feel the Board should go forward until they hear from the teachers’ union.  She 
said the Board needs to think outside the box and not accept 28 in a classroom. 
 
Marlene Shirado, Carrington Lane, asked the Board to delay the deliberations until 
working with the teachers’ union.  Why not cut buses, pay for garbage and look for 
other options. 
 
Cheryl Demharter, 18 Michael Drive, said she cannot believe we have reached this 
point.  She stayed in Farmington to ensure her children had the best education.  She 
spoke about a program in Maryland receiving money from the stimulus package 
and asked why Connecticut is not on the list.  She shared information with Mary 
Grace Reed.  She said no star programs should be cut and the cuts should not be 
done tonight.  She spoke about the music program and French program.  She 
suggested a pay to play option.  If class sizes are increased, volunteers need to be 
found. 
 
Gary Higgins, Hemlock Notch, said he came tonight to get facts.  He is concerned 
with teachers and the impact from large class sizes.  He is concerned that not all 
teachers’ voices are being heard regarding the negotiations. 
 
Debbie McGinnis, Michael Drive, commended the music department for its 
dedication.  Music teachers are with the kids before school, after school and are 
very dedicated. 
 
Sharon Alexander, 5 Hinchley Wood, spoke about the benefits of the music 
program and the importance of starting at an early age. 
 
Debra Zimmerman-Herz, New Britain Avenue, commended the Board.  She asked 
the Board not to take any action tonight. 
 
Ken Koos said the people at the Board of Education are the strongest advocates for 
the children.  The budget has been cut to the bone and they have worked many 
hours.  A budget has to be given to the Town Council tomorrow and the cuts have 
to be made tonight.  He spoke about the previous budgets being defeated over the 
past years.  Ellen Siuta said it is with deep regret that she sits here to make cuts to 
the budget.  She has listened to all the comments and takes them to heart.  Brian 
Collins said he is humbled by the comments, and the Board is taking this very 
seriously and has hard work to do.  Heidi Steir said she will do the best she can.  
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Patty Stoddard said in all her years, this is the toughest budget but work has to be 
done this evening.  Betsy Kaplan thanked Mary Grace Reed for her eloquent 
comments about keeping the town together.  She has listened to all the comments 
and thanked everyone for coming.  Melanie Meehan thanked everyone for coming 
tonight.  She urged everyone to talk to Rob Huelin to help get out the vote.  Ron 
Janeczko said he was blessed with a Farmington education and thankful for all the 
benefits he has received.  His children have also benefited from a wonderful 
education.  The Board understands all the comments made tonight and has been 
thinking outside the box and working on this budget.  Mary Grace Reed thanked 
everyone for the positive tone and manner in which all conducted themselves this 
evening. 
 
 VOTED: To move Item X-A up on the agenda.  (Kaplan-Stoddard) 
   Vote was unanimous.  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
School District Budget Development 2009-2010 – Dr. Howley thanked the 
principals for their work and for being here this evening.  The budget is driven by 
the mission and five-year goals.  She gave an overview of the budget process to 
date.  Dr. Howley cut $1.5 million out of the proposed budget.  She reminded the 
Board of its other reductions to date.  Dr. Howley distributed information the 
Board requested for tonight’s discussion. 
 

VOTED: To accept the four early retirement incentives for a reduction of 
$50,000.  (Meehan-Collins) 

   Vote was unanimous. 
 

VOTED: To reduce the curriculum budget by $40,000. 
(Kaplan-Stoddard) 

   Vote was unanimous. 
 

VOTED: To remove Pay to Play from the table.  (Kaplan-Stoddard) 
   Vote was unanimous. 
 

VOTED: To amend the motion to institute Pay to Play for high school 
students:  $75 per season per sport.  (Kaplan-Stoddard) 

 Vote on the amendment was unanimous. 
 Vote on the motion as amended was unanimous. 
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VOTED: To reduce Elementary Math Specialist (0.1) - $5,314. 
 (Meehan-Collins) 
 Vote was unanimous. 

 
VOTED: That elementary class sizes will be no greater than 26 (reduce 

2.0), $106,288.  (Stoddard-Kaplan) 
 
Melanie Meehan said that is too many students in a classroom. 
 

VOTED: To table the motion.  (Stoddard-Koos) 
   Vote was unanimous. 
 
Discussion was held on possible reductions to high school class offerings. 
 

VOTED: To extend the meeting.  (Kaplan-Steir) 
   Vote was unanimous. 
 
Ron Janeczko asked about culinary arts offered as a club or in another way. 
 

VOTED: To reduce Latin (0.6), FHS - $42,515.   
(Stoddard-Kaplan) 

   Vote was unanimous. 
 

VOTED: To reduce World Language (0.4), FHS - $21,257.   
(Stoddard-Kaplan) 

   Vote was unanimous. 
 

VOTED: To reduce Library (0.5), FHS - $26,572.  (Stoddard-Kaplan) 
   Vote was unanimous. 
 

VOTED: To reduce Health/PE (1.0), FHS - $53,144.  (Kaplan-Collins) 
   Vote was unanimous. 
 

VOTED: To reduce Art (0.7), FHS - $32,942.  (Steir-Stoddard) 
   Yes – Collins, Janeczko, Reed, Siuta, Steir, Stoddard 
   No – Kaplan, Koos, Meehan 
   Passes 6-3    
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VOTED: To reduce Music (0.5), FHS - $26,572.  (Koos-Kaplan) 
   Vote was unanimous. 
 

VOTED: To reduce Guidance (0.3), FHS - $23,977.  (Kaplan-Collins) 
   Yes – Kaplan, Reed, Siuta, Steir 
   No – Collins, Janeczko, Koos, Meehan, Stoddard 
   Fails 4-5 
 

VOTED: To reduce Math (1.0), FHS - $53,144.  (Koos-Stoddard) 
 Yes – Collins, Janeczko, Kaplan, Koos, Reed, Siuta, Steir, 

Stoddard 
 No – Meehan 
 Passes 8-1 

 
VOTED: To reduce Science (1.0), FHS - $53,144.  (Stoddard-Kaplan) 
 Yes – Collins, Janeczko, Kaplan, Reed, Siuta, Steir, 

Stoddard 
 No – Koos, Meehan 
 Passes 7-2 
 
VOTED: To reduce Social Studies (1.0), FHS - $53,144.   

(Collins-Kaplan) 
 Yes – Collins, Janeczko, Koos, Reed, Siuta, Steir, Stoddard 
 No – Kaplan, Meehan 
 Passes 7-2 
 
VOTED: To reduce Culinary Arts (2.0), FHS - $127,104.  

(Steir-Stoddard) 
 

VOTED: To amend the motion to reduce Culinary Arts (1.0), FHS - 
$63,552.  (Koos-Steir) 

 Vote on the amendment was unanimous. 
 Vote on the motion as amended was unanimous.  
 
VOTED: To reduce PE/Art/Music (0.6), Union School - $31,886. 
 (Koos-Meehan) 
 Vote was unanimous.  
 

 



 
 
Regular Meeting March 9, 2009 FHS Library 
 

3791

VOTED: To reduce Gifted & Talented (0.2 FTE + Resource), WWUES - 
$15,113.  (Kaplan-Stoddard) 

 Yes – Collins, Kaplan, Koos, Meehan, Reed, Siuta, Steir, 
Stoddard 

 No – Janeczko 
 Passes 8-1 
 
VOTED: To reduce General Music (0.8), WWUES - $39,870. 
 (Steir-Kaplan) 
 Vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED: To reduce Reading (0.5), WWUES - $40,433.   

(Meehan-Kaplan) 
 Yes – Koos, Meehan 
 No – Janeczko, Kaplan, Reed, Siuta, Steir 
 Abstain – Collins  
 Fails 2-5 
 
VOTED: To reduce PE (0.5), WWUES - $22,433.  (Kaplan-Stoddard) 
 Vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED: To reduce Technology Application Specialist (0.5), WWUES - 

$28,155.  (Koos-Steir) 
 Yes – Collins, Kaplan, Koos, Meehan, Reed, Siuta, Steir, 

Stoddard 
 No – Janeczko 
 Passes 8-1 
 
VOTED: To reduce Intramurals, WWUES - $21,848.  (Meehan-Steir) 

 
Discussion was held on pay for play for intramurals for elementary, WWUES and 
IAR. 

 
VOTED: To amend the motion to give the Superintendent authority to do 

Pay to Play if necessary.  (Koos-Meehan) 
 Vote on the amendment:  Passes 7-2 
 Yes – Collins, Janeczko, Koos, Meehan, Reed, Steir, 

Stoddard 
 No – Kaplan, Siuta 
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 Vote on the motion as amended:  Passes 7-2 
Yes – Collins, Janeczko, Koos, Meehan, Reed, Steir, 
Stoddard 

 No – Kaplan, Siuta 
 
VOTED: To reduce Math (0.4), IAR - $32,571.  (Stoddard-Kaplan) 
 Vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED: To reduce Reading (0.5), IAR - $40,433.  (Kaplan-Stoddard) 
 Vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED: To reduce Latin (0.8), IAR - $42,515.  (Kaplan-Stoddard) 
 Yes – Janeczko, Kaplan 
 No – Collins, Koos, Meehan, Reed, Steir, Stoddard 
 Abstain – Siuta 
 Fails 2-6 
 
VOTED: To reduce Gifted & Talented (0.2 FTE + Resource), IAR - 

$15,113.  (Kaplan-Stoddard) 
 Yes – Collins, Kaplan, Koos, Meehan, Reed, Siuta, Steir, 

Stoddard 
 No – Janeczko 
 Passes 8-1 
 
VOTED: To reduce Technology Application Specialist (0.5), IAR - 

$28,155.  (Kaplan-Stoddard) 
 Yes – Collins, Kaplan, Koos, Meehan, Reed, Siuta, Steir, 

Stoddard 
 No – Janeczko 
 Passes 8-1 
 
VOTED: To reduce Intramurals, IAR - $41,865 with direction to 

Superintendent to explore pay to play.   (Stoddard-Siuta) 
 Yes – Collins, Janeczko, Koos, Meehan, Reed, Steir, 

Stoddard 
 No – Kaplan, Siuta 
 Passes 7-2 
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VOTED: To reduce Grade 5 (1.0), WWUES - $53,144.    
(Kaplan-Stoddard) 

 Yes – Collins, Janeczko, Kaplan, Reed, Siuta, Steir, 
Stoddard 

 No – Koos, Meehan  
 Passes 7-2 
 
VOTED: To reduce Grade 6 (1.0), WWUES - $53,144.   

(Janeczko-Stoddard) 
 Yes – Collins, Janeczko, Kaplan, Koos, Reed, Siuta, Steir, 

Stoddard 
 No – Meehan 
 Passes 8-1 

 
Melanie Meehan expressed great concern with increasing class sizes at the 
elementary schools, and West Woods is still an elementary school. 
 

VOTED: To reduce Intramurals, Elementary - $20,796 with direction to 
Superintendent to explore pay to play.   (Meehan-Steir) 

 Yes – Collins, Janeczko, Koos, Meehan, Reed, Siuta, Steir, 
Stoddard 

 No – Kaplan 
 Passes 8-1 
 
VOTED: To reduce Guidance (0.3), FHS - $23,997.  (Meehan-Collins) 
 Vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED: To reduce teacher turnover - $13,946.  (Meehan-Kaplan) 
 Vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED: To forward to the Town Council a revised 2009-2010 school 

budget of $50,010,762.  This budget reflects a decrease of 
$1,078,769 from the budget submitted to the Town Council on 
February 13, 2009.  Overall, the revised budget reflects an 
increase of 2.97% over last year’s approved budget.   
(Collins-Steir) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
Educator Evaluation and Professional Development Plan – Non-Tenured 
Teachers Report 
 

VOTED: That the contracts of employment for teachers listed in Section 
B of the report not be renewed for the following year upon their 
expiration at the end of the current school year, and the 
Superintendent of Schools is directed to advise such persons, in 
writing, of this action.  (Kaplan-Meehan) 

   Vote was unanimous. 
  
Computer Purchase Plan for School District Employees 
 

VOTED: That the Board of Education approve offering an employee 
computer purchase plan for the 2009-2010 school year through 
the Board of Education’s payroll deduction plan.   

 (Kaplan-Meehan) 
 Vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED: To adjourn the meeting at 1:35 a.m.  (Collins-Steir) 
 Vote was unanimous. 

      
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 
     Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary 


