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Farmington Board of Education 
 
Present:  Mary Grace Reed, Chair    

Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary  
Brian Collins  
Tad Diesel  
Kenneth Koos  
Melanie Meehan (arrived at 8:00 pm)   
Nancy Nickerson   
Tory Stempf  
Patty Stoddard    

      
Superintendent:  Dr. Robert Villanova 
Assistant Superintendent:  Dr. Eileen S. Howley 
Business Administrator:  Michael Ryan 
Recording Secretary:  Dawn Dzubay 
Citizens, Teachers, Principals 
 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairperson Mary Grace Reed called the Board of Education meeting to order at 
7:38 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

VOTED: To approve the minutes of June 18, 2007.   (Kaplan-Koos) 
 Vote was 7 yes with Tad Diesel abstaining. 
 
VOTED: To approve the minutes of June 25, 2007.   (Stoddard-Stempf) 
 Vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED: To approve the minutes of August 16, 2007.   

(Nickerson-Diesel) 
 Vote was 7 yes with Tory Stempf abstaining. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
Michele Petrucelli, 95 Somersby Way, was representing her husband, herself and 
other parents via email.  They are concerned with security in the schools and want 
locked doors or a buzzer system so it is known who is entering the school.  
 
Kay Goldfarb, Exeter Park, said she has the same concerns as Michele Petrucelli, 
but her child is at East Farms.  At East Farms, the front doors are open and anyone 
can get into the building.  She asked for a security system.   
 
Sebina Grady, 34 Maple Ridge Drive, has two children at East Farms.  She spoke 
about the lockdown last year and her security concerns.  One day she went to pick 
up her son and saw her five-year-old son walking by himself at dismissal time.  
She asked for something to be done with security. 
 
Concettina Mangiafico, 23 Lakeview Drive, expressed concern with security and 
asked what a big deal it is to shut the doors and lock them. 
 
Nancy Rahmig, 69 West View Terrace spoke about how as a parent she cannot 
walk her child to his classroom and has to go to the office.  The school has 
monitors in the office and that is great, but anyone can get in at anytime. 
 
Betty Ferrigno, 81 Somersby Way, said she has a first grader at Noah Wallace.  
She is a Brownie leader and has concerns with security not only during school 
hours but after hours as well. 
 
Mari Giarnella, 9 Meadow Lane, said she is very pleased with the school system 
but has concerns with security issues at the schools.  She would feel more 
comfortable with added security measures. 
 
Marti Rothe, 57 Portage Crossing, has a son at Noah Wallace.  She loves the 
school, but needs to be realistic.  This is not a simple world anymore and we need 
security for our kids. 
 
Michele Petrucelli added that her group had met with the Police Chief and his 
recommendation was to lock the doors at the schools.  Many surrounding 
communities do lock their school doors. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 
Farmington’s 2007-2008 Teacher of the Year – Dr. Villanova introduced Diana 
Petro as Farmington’s 2007-2008 Teacher of the Year.  She is a first grade teacher 
at Noah Wallace School and has been in Farmington for 35 years.  Dr. Villanova 
and Dr. Howley shared Diana’s contributions and successes over the years.  Board 
members thanked Diana on behalf of all the students’ lives she has touched over 
the years. 
 
2007-2008 School Opening Information – Dr. Villanova reported a great school 
opening for the 2007-2008 school year.  He shared preliminary enrollment 
information.  More information will be available at the October meeting.  Busing 
went very well.  A segment of the high school’s “9:05 News” was shown.  It 
featured Principal Curt Pandiscio welcoming students back to school and 
encouraging all students to become involved in the high school.  Mr. Pandiscio 
spoke about the preparation prior to the opening of school and how that contributed 
to a successful opening.  Mary Grace Reed expressed thanks to the entire 
administrative team for a successful opening. 
 
School Safety and Security Planning Update – Dr. Villanova said Farmington 
has taken a proactive approach to security.  Child safety has always been a top 
concern.  Dr. Villanova said after the meeting with Chief Rio last spring, security 
measures were reviewed again.  Cameras were previously installed at several 
schools.  Other towns were contacted to see what they have done.  Ideas were 
explored and the recommendation is to use funding from this year’s budget to 
purchase two systems to use at Noah Wallace and East Farms Schools on a trial 
basis.  Dr. Villanova, Mike Ryan and Tim Harris are prepared to move forward 
with this two-school initial implementation plan.  The principals of Noah Wallace 
and East Farms will implement procedures necessary with the new security system 
equipment.  Dr. Villanova will update the Board in time for the 2008-09 budget.  
Mary Grace Reed thanked Dr. Villanova for his follow-through on this topic.  Patty 
Stoddard expressed concern with getting a false sense of security.  She said she 
also received emails asking for things to remain as they are as well as asking for 
change.   
 
Dr. Villanova introduced Diane Dugas, who is serving her UConn Executive 
Leadership internship with Dr. Villanova.  She serves as the Curriculum Director 
in the East Windsor Public Schools. 
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School Facilities Summer Maintenance and Building Repairs – Michael Ryan 
overviewed the major accomplishments at each school.  He commended Tim 
Harris for his expertise in all he has accomplished.  Tim Harris highlighted areas of 
projects completed.  He complimented the district’s maintenance and custodial 
staff. 
 
Summer School Programs Report – Dr. Howley said there were extraordinary 
numbers of students participating in the summer programs.  She commended Vince 
LaFontan for the EXCL, Kim Wynne for the PEIL program and Karen Berasi for 
special services.  There was a tremendous amount that went on over the summer.  
 
Standards-Based Curriculum Work – Summer 2007 – Dr. Howley highlighted 
the wonderful work done this summer.  The majority of curriculum development 
that took place during the summer of 2007 focused on aligning curriculum to 
district-established standards and assessments. 
 
 VOTED: To move executive session (X-A and B) up on the agenda. 
   (Meehan-Nickerson) 
   Vote was unanimous. 
 

VOTED: To move to executive session for personnel.   
(Meehan-Nickerson) 
Vote was unanimous. 

 
In attendance:  Board members (Mary Grace Reed, Brian Collins, Tad Diesel, 
Betsy Kaplan, Ken Koos, Melanie Meehan, Nancy Nickerson, and Tory Stempf, 
Patty Stoddard), Dr. Villanova, Dr. Howley, Michael Ryan and Diane Dugas. 
 
After discussion regarding personnel matters, the Board returned to public session. 

 
VOTED: That the Board approves a partial leave of absence with reduced 

proportionate compensation for Cindy Wilbur for the 2008-
2009 school year.  (Nickerson-Stempf) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
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VOTED: To approve the Superintendent’s recommendation to appoint 

Dr. Timothy Breslin to the position of Farmington High School 
Principal effective as soon as a starting date is confirmed. 

 (Stempf-Kaplan) 
 Vote was unanimous. 

 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT (continued) 
 
No Child Left Behind:  Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) Reports – Dr. 
Villanova overviewed the report. 
 
September 2007 Professional Staffing Report – An update on staffing was 
shared. 
 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT  
 

VOTED: To accept the report of the Business Administrator for the 
month ending June 30, 2007.   (Nickerson-Meehan) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED: To accept the report of the Business Administrator for 

July/August 2007.   (Stoddard-Stempf) 
 Vote was unanimous. 

 
CONSIDERATION OF COMMITTEE REPORTS -None 
 
REPORT OF THE BOARD CHAIR AND COMMITTEE LIAISONS 
 
Mary Grace Reed asked for a CREC alternate. 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT - None 
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 VOTED: To adjourn the meeting at 11:07 p.m.  (Collins-Kaplan) 

Vote was unanimous. 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
     Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary 


