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Farmington Board of Education 
 
Present:  Mary Grace Reed, Chair    

Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary  
Brian Collins  
Tad Diesel  
Kenneth Koos  
Melanie Meehan  
Nancy Nickerson   
Tory Stempf (absent) 
Patty Stoddard  
   

      
Superintendent:  Dr. Robert Villanova 
Assistant Superintendent:  Dr. Eileen S. Howley 
Business Administrator:  Michael Ryan 
Recording Secretary:  Dawn Dzubay 
Administrators, Teachers, Students, Citizens 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairperson Mary Grace Reed called the Board of Education meeting to order at 
7:45 p.m. 
 
SPECIAL STUDENT AND CITIZEN RECOGNITON 
 
FHS Girls Soccer Team – Dr. Breslin introduced Jack Phelan, Athletic Director.  
Mr. Phelan introduced the FHS Girls’ Soccer Team.  He indicated that the entire 
team played like champions throughout the year with hard work and effort, good 
sportsmanship and dedication. Coach Jarvis thanked everyone in the district for 
their support.  He introduced the FHS Girls’ Soccer Team captains Kay Berger, 
Kelly Boudreau and Taylor Escajeda.  He also introduced the entire team and 
spoke of the accomplishments made this year.  Mary Grace Reed congratulated the 
team on behalf of the Board for their most successful season – completing the year 
as Class M State Semifinalists. 
 
Steven Silk – Garden Volunteer – Mike Galluzzo, East Farms Principal, 
welcomed the Board of Education to East Farms School.  A slide show of images 
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of the garden designed by Steve Silk was presented.  Kelly Lyman, IAR Principal, 
shared the work Mr. Silk had done at Noah Wallace and IAR and read a “Green 
Frog” award dedicated to Mr. Silk.  Mary Grace Reed thanked Steve Silk for all his 
work and dedication.  Mr. Silk shared his experiences and said he hopes children 
will always have an awareness and appreciation for nature.  Melanie Meehan said 
the community is very lucky to have someone with Steve’s gifts share himself with 
the schools.  Mary Grace Reed read a Proclamation commending Steven Silk for 
his work in the Farmington Public Schools. 
 
 VOTED: To move Item XI-A up on the agenda.  (Nickerson-Stoddard) 
   Vote was unanimous. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Recognition of Service and Contribution of Retiring BOE Members – Tad 
Diesel and Nancy Nickerson – Ted Lindquist spoke as a parent and said he has 
always appreciated the work both Tad and Nancy have done to improve the lives 
of his children and the children of Farmington.  Mike Clark, Town Council Chair 
speaking on behalf of the entire Town Council, said how proud everyone is of the 
excellent job Tad and Nancy have done and what fine examples of public servants 
they are.  Bea Stockwell, former BOE and Town Council Chairperson, spoke to 
honor both Tad and Nancy.  She spoke about how Nancy came on as a new BOE 
member when she was Chairperson and how much Nancy has accomplished over 
the years.  Mike Galluzzo said both Tad and Nancy are representative of a special 
Board of Education that supports the vision of the district and they have both 
helped improve the lives of Farmington’s children.   
 
Tad Diesel stated how proud he is to be honored with Nancy.  He said Nancy is 
one of our town’s best dedicated public servants.  He has loved serving on the 
Board of Education and thanked the citizens for the opportunity.  Mary Grace Reed 
read a Proclamation honoring Tad Diesel. 
 

WHEREAS, the Farmington Board of Education is committed to providing an 
educational program that will enable all students to attain high levels of achievement in 
preparation for productive, rewarding lives and responsible citizenship; and  
 
WHEREAS, students in the Farmington Public Schools effectively learn important 
academic content, demonstrate skills and achievement at high levels, and develop their 
individual talents and interests in an atmosphere that promotes cooperation, respect, and 
lifelong learning; and  
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WHEREAS, Tad Diesel has served as a member of the Farmington Board of Education 
for seven years and as Chairperson of the Policy Committee and has shown a tireless 
commitment to high quality education in the public schools by his dedication to the Board 
of Education; and  
 
WHEREAS, Tad Diesel has provided dedicated service to the Board for the school 
district’s strategic planning for continuous improvement process, including an 
accountability system grounded in measurable student achievement, provided an 
unwavering stewardship and oversight of the funds provided by the community in support 
of its public education system and worked diligently in the development of annual 
budgets that aligned with and supported the five-year goals established by the Board and 
that are the foundation of teaching and learning in the Farmington Public Schools; and 
 
WHEREAS, Tad Diesel has applied his expertise in the area of communications in order 
to provide a foundation for community-based understanding of the accomplishments of 
the Farmington Public Schools in their mission to achieve a high quality education for all 
students; and 
 
WHEREAS, Tad Diesel has served on numerous committees during his tenure including 
ad-hoc and search committees, as well as provided his trademark brand of wit, wisdom 
and wise guidance to the Board and administration along with his consistent steady hand 
and firm conviction in his steadfast belief in public education. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, I, Mary Grace Reed, on behalf of the Farmington Board of 
Education and the Farmington community, hereby commend Board of Education member 
Tad Diesel for his excellent work on behalf of our community; and I hereby thank him for 
his selfless dedication and commitment to quality education for the children of 
Farmington. 

 
Nancy Nickerson thanked everyone for their comments.  She said she and Mary 
Grace begin serving with Bea Stockwell, and she learned a great deal from Bea.  
She and Mary Grace have served together for 16 years, she feels honored serving 
with the Board members she has over the years, and has loved being on the Board.  
She said Dr. Villanova is an excellent administrator, colleague and friend.  She 
said the respect among everyone is unique to Farmington, and she is proud to have 
been a part of it.   Mary Grace Reed read a Proclamation honoring Nancy 
Nickerson.  
 

WHEREAS, the Farmington Board of Education is committed to providing an 
educational program that will enable all students to attain high levels of achievement in 
preparation for productive, rewarding lives and responsible citizenship; and  
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WHEREAS, students in the Farmington Public Schools effectively learn important 
academic content, demonstrate skills and achievement at high levels, and develop their 
individual talents and interests in an atmosphere that promotes cooperation, respect, and 
lifelong learning; and  
 
WHEREAS, Nancy Nickerson has served as a member of the Farmington Board of 
Education for 16 years and as the Chairperson for 10 years and has shown a tireless 
commitment to high quality education in the public schools by her dedication to the 
Board of Education; and 
 
WHEREAS, Nancy Nickerson has provided dedicated service to the Board for the school 
district’s strategic planning for continuous improvement process, including an 
accountability system grounded in measurable student achievement, provided an 
unwavering stewardship and oversight of the funds provided by the community in support 
of its public education system and worked diligently in the development of annual 
budgets that aligned with and supported the five-year goals established by the Board and 
that are the foundation of teaching and learning in the Farmington Public Schools; and 
 
WHEREAS, Nancy Nickerson has provided Board leadership during a time of 
unprecedented school enrollment growth that led to the need for expanded and new 
school facilities, including two Farmington High School addition/renovation projects and 
the construction of the new Grade 5-6 West Woods Upper Elementary School; and 
 
WHEREAS, Nancy Nickerson has worked with the Board and administration to organize 
and coordinate the work of task forces, study groups, Board standing and ad-hoc 
committees in support of the Board’s work and has also served as the Board liaison to 
the Town Council’s Strategic Planning Committee; and   
 
WHEREAS, Nancy Nickerson has applied her broad and deep knowledge of the Town of 
Farmington in support of community-based Board leadership to achieve a high quality 
education for all students.  
 
NOW THEREFORE, I, Mary Grace Reed, on behalf of the Farmington Board of 
Education and the Farmington community, hereby commend Board of Education member 
Nancy Nickerson for her excellent work on behalf of our community; and I hereby thank 
her for her selfless dedication and commitment to quality education for the children of 
Farmington. 

 
A short reception was held for the honorees. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

VOTED: To approve the minutes of November 26, 2007, as presented. 
(Kaplan-Collins) 
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 Vote was 7 yes with Melanie Meehan abstaining. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT - None 
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 
Dr. Villanova announced that U. S. News and World Report identified 21 
Connecticut high schools out of 18,000 for special recognition, and Farmington 
was honored as one of only 17 with a Silver Award for having a high performing 
high school. 
   
Comprehensive Prevention Planning and Programs in the Farmington Public 
Schools – Assistant Superintendent, Dr. Eileen Howley, explained the Farmington 
BOE philosophy supports and promotes the healthy development of our students.  
Dr. Howley reviewed the report and introduced Ginny Mulpeter of Farmington 
FOCUS (Focus on Communities Understanding Substance Abuse).  FOCUS has 
helped to catapult a partnership with school and families.  FOCUS works closely 
with the Farmington Public Schools to sponsor prevention education for students, 
faculty and parents.  FOCUS has enabled the Farmington Public Schools to utilize 
the services of FCD (Freedom from Chemical Dependency).  FCD is a nonprofit 
substance abuse prevention organization.  A valuable FCD Survey was 
administered to students in grades 8-12.  Results of the survey were highlighted.  
Perception vs. reality was an interesting finding and the curriculum in health 
classes works to change perception.  Mary Grace Reed thanked FOCUS for their 
work and efforts.   
 
Technology and Data Systems Updates and Initiatives:  Preliminary Budget 
Information for 2008-09 – Dr. Howley said this report summarizes how 
technology supports student learning.  Mike Ryan said technology enhances all 
aspects of the school operations.  Dr. Villanova informed the Board it was 
necessary to issue a request for proposals in October 2007 for a new financial 
system and human resource system.  The current system runs on technology 
systems that are outdated.  The school district administration was informed in April 
2007 that the current financial and human resource systems would no longer be 
supported by Microsoft and our current vendor.  It is now necessary to purchase 
and implement a new system over the next six months.  This unanticipated 
requirement will need to be funded through the current operating budget.  Possible 
budget re-allocations and fund-re-directing were described. 
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Ted Lindquist gave a presentation on the current state of technology and where we 
are headed.  A proposed budget for townwide technology was presented and 
discussed.  Tad Diesel said he feels the budget for technology should be split 
between administrative uses and curriculum applications. 
   
 VOTED: To extend the Board meeting past 10:30 p.m.   (Diesel-Kaplan) 
   Vote was unanimous. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Curriculum – Patty Stoddard reported that there will be a meeting December 13 to 
discuss new course proposals. 
 
Personnel/Negotiations  
 
Policy  
 
Ad Hoc Communications/Public Relations – Melanie Meehan stated a meeting 
will be scheduled after the new year.  Also, Jean Jeanfavre requested assistance for 
the 50th reunion.  
 
REPORT OF THE BOARD CHAIR AND COMMITTEE LIAISONS 
 
Board Chair - Mary Grace Reed reported she is trying to schedule January 21 to 
meet with Attorney Tom Mooney for a legal workshop. 
 
A reception to honor Dr. Villanova as Connecticut’s Superintendent of the Year for 
2008 has been scheduled for January 14 at 5:00 p.m. at West Woods Upper 
Elementary School. 
 
Town Council Strategic Planning – Nancy Nickerson reported that this is 
completed and will be presented. 
 
CABE Liaison  
 
CREC Liaison 
 
FHS School-to-Career Committee  
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Library Council   
 
Farmington FOCUS  
 
Farmington Foundation  
 
Superintendent’s Interscholastic Athletics Advisory Committee 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 
First Reading – Policy 4212.42 – Drug and Alcohol Testing for School Bus 
Drivers – 
 
 VOTED: To accept Policy 4212.42 – Drug and Alcohol Testing for  

School Bus Drivers as presented for a First Reading.   
(Kaplan-Meehan) 

   Vote was unanimous. 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – None 
 
 VOTED: To adjourn the meeting at 11:07 p.m.  (Nickerson-Diesel) 

Vote was unanimous. 
      

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
     Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary 


