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Farmington Board of Education 
 
Present:  Mary Grace Reed, Chair    

Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary  
Brian Collins (absent) 
Tad Diesel  

   Kenneth Koos  
Melanie Meehan 
Nancy Nickerson  
Tory Stempf  
Patty Stoddard  

      
Superintendent:  Dr. Robert Villanova 
Assistant Superintendent:  Dr. Eileen S. Howley 
Business Administrator:  Michael Ryan 
Recording Secretary:  Janine Ransom 
Administrators, Faculty, Citizens 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER
 
Chairperson Mary Grace Reed called the Board of Education meeting to order at 
7:42 p.m. 
 
A moment of silence was held prior to the Pledge of Allegiance in memory of the 
victims of September 11, 2001. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
 

VOTED: To approve the minutes of June 19, 2006.  (Stempf-Kaplan)  
 Vote was 7 yes, with Tory Stempf abstaining. 
 
VOTED: To approve the minutes of August 9, 2006 with the following 

correction:  (Diesel-Koos) 
 pg. 3479:  change second to last paragraph to read, 
 “Board members were due to discuss information from the 

2005-06 School and School District Results and Outcomes 
Booklet and the strategic planning for continuous improvement 
process; however, due to the time constraints, the Board agreed 
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to add this item to a future meeting agenda for further 
discussion.”  Note:  This will be on the agenda for the October 
30 Board meeting. 

 Vote was 7 yes with Nancy Nickerson abstaining. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
Jane Paquet, Dunne Wood Court, thanked Ted Lindquist for the new process of 
completing emergency cards.  She offered congratulations on the selection of Bob 
O’Connor as the Teacher of the Year, stating that his Olympics Program is 
outstanding.  One of her children was in adaptive PE with Mr. O’Connor and has 
now made great strides and participates in varsity athletics.  Mrs. Paquet shared 
crew handbooks with the Board members and invited them to this Saturday’s Erg-
a-thon fundraiser at Tunxis Mead. 
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 
Farmington’s 2006-07 Teacher of the Year – Dr. Villanova introduced Bob 
O’Connor, Physical Education teacher at West District School, as this year’s 
Teacher of the Year.  He highlighted Bob’s many accomplishments over his 29 
years in Farmington, noting that Bob’s interactions with students affect them for a 
lifetime.  Mary Grace Reed offered her congratulations and said that the Board is 
proud to have Mr. O’Connor as a teacher in Farmington.  Mr. O’Connor thanked 
the Board stating that he was honored to be chosen.  He will be entered into the 
statewide competition and honored in November at the Bushnell with Teachers of 
the Year from other school districts. 
 
2006-07 School Opening Information – Dr. Villanova reported on the opening 
day of school which went very smoothly due to the hard work of the administrative 
team.  The number of students registered on opening day was 4,284, with 3,568 
being bused.  A new transportation program was installed this year to help with bus 
routes and scheduling.  SAC has approximately 360 students enrolled in its 
program.  Dr. Villanova shared a sample handbook and crisis manual for the 
Board’s review if desired.  He introduced three new administrators:  Peter 
Cummings, West Woods Principal, Julianne Phelps, IAR Assistant Principal, and 
Mac Campbell, FHS Assistant Principal.  Each of the principals shared their 
experiences and activities from opening day.  Mary Grace Reed expressed the 
Board’s gratitude to the administrators and emphasized that the Board and the 
administrators are a “team” together. 
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September 2006 Professional Staffing Report; Professional Appointments, 
Resignations, and Professional Development Activities – Dr. Eileen Howley 
reviewed the report emphasizing that every new hire was hired by a team of 
professionals.  An online application process was added this year which has greatly 
streamlined the “paperwork” process and is an asset to the district.  New leadership 
positions were noted:  administrators and department leaders.  Dr. Howley 
highlighted the professional development that included new teacher orientation and 
teacher leadership meetings, and also said that the townwide professional 
development held prior to the start of the school year was connected to summer 
curriculum work. 
 
Summer School Programs Report – The summer school programs included 
extended learning opportunities for students and also enrichment courses.  Dr. 
Howley thanked Vince LaFontan and Kim Wynne who were instrumental in the 
planning and oversight of this successful program.   The number of students 
attending each course and the results achieved at the end of the course were noted.  
The Board of Education provides the funding for the standards-based programs 
while parents pay for the enrichment courses.  In response to a question by Patty  
Stoddard, Dr. Howley said that the student results are shared with next year’s 
teachers and positive student outcomes are celebrated.   Betsy Kaplan asked if the 
same students attend summer school each year.  Dr. Howley said that the goal is to 
keep students motivated.  Other inventions and resources can be accessed during 
the school year if necessary; however, some students may participate in summer 
school each year as an important part of their learning.  Mary Grace Reed 
questioned whether there are budget requests for next year to consider.  It was 
stated that preliminary planning will be done soon and a thorough analysis will be 
completed.  Dr. Villanova stated that FHS does an excellent job of assuring that 
students who need to attend summer school sessions do so.   
 
Dr. Howley reviewed the work being done on the reading and mathematics 
curriculum, stating that an electronic curriculum format will be accessible in the 
near future. 
 
School Facilities Summer Maintenance and Building Repairs – Dr. Villanova 
informed the Board that a number of projects were completed this summer due to 
the hard work of Tim Harris and Mike Ryan.  Mr. Ryan highlighted the projects 
that were accomplished and noted that he would be available on September 19 at 
7:30 a.m. for a tour of the buildings if any Board members wanted to attend.  He 
thanked the excellent and talented custodial and maintenance staff for their work.  
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If Board members cannot attend on September 19, another date can be arranged.  It 
was noted that most of our schools are now handicapped accessible. 
 
Dr. Currie Invited to be Conference Presenter in the Netherlands – Dr. 
Villanova said he is happy to support Dr. Currie’s involvement in an educational 
leadership opportunity in the Netherlands from November 4-11.  Conference 
participants will focus on developing appropriate and effective inclusive special 
education practices.  In addition to attending and presenting at the conference, Dr. 
Currie will be visiting schools throughout the Netherlands and will be meeting 
with educators and parents during informal evening meetings designed to foster 
dialogue about education, in general, and special education, in particular. 
 
 VOTED: To move items IX-A and IX-B up on the agenda. 
   (Stempf-Stoddard) 
   Vote was unanimous. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Food Allergy Management Plan and Guidelines Related to Policy 6142.101a – 
Dr. Currie reviewed the guidelines that will be used in conjunction with Board 
Policy 6142.101a.  A committee of Dr. Currie, Linda Ingvertsen, Dr. Barbara 
Ziogas, Sharon Lowery, Betsy Kaplan and Rosemary Szot reviewed these 
guidelines and the need for consistency of practice across the school district in 
dealing with food allergies.  The guidelines include identification of students with 
life threatening allergies, individualized health plans, and strategies to minimize 
student’s risk for exposure.  Bus drivers receive some training, but it was noted 
that parents who have concerns about their child’s allergies or health care needs are 
strongly urged to provide all necessary and appropriate information to their child’s 
bus driver.  These guidelines will be disseminated to all school nurses and 
principals who will review them with each school’s faculty members. 
 
Health Food Certification – P.A. 06-63 – This Act (P.A. 06-63) requires that all 
Connecticut public school districts that are eligible to participate in the healthy 
food certification take action to certify whether all food items sold to students will 
or will not meet the Connecticut Nutritional Standards.   
 

VOTED: Move that the Superintendent be authorized to sign the Healthy 
Food Certification Statement indicating the Farmington Public 
Schools will meet the Connecticut Nutritional Standards and 
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amending the Agreement for Child Nutrition Programs (ED-
099). 

 
Move that the Farmington Board of Education, pursuant to 
subsection (b) of Section 3 of Public Act 06-63, excludes from 
certification food items that do not meet the Connecticut 
Nutritional Standards provided (1) such sale is in connection 
with an event occurring after the end of the regular school day 
or on the weekend, (2) such sale is at the location of the event, 
and (3) such food is not sold from a vending machine or school 
store.   Such food would include cookies, baked items, ice 
cream, snack chips, candy, gum and other items deemed 
acceptable by the Superintendent or his designee. 

 
Move that the Farmington Board of Education, pursuant to 
subsection (b) of Section 3 of Public Act 06-63, excludes from 
certification beverage items that do not meet the Connecticut 
Nutritional Standards provided (1) such sale is in connection 
with an event occurring after the end of the regular school day 
or on the weekend, (2) such sale is at the location of the event, 
and (3) such beverage is not sold from a vending machine or 
school store.  Such beverage items would include soda, flavored 
water, sports drinks, fruit juice drinks and other beverages 
deemed acceptable by the Superintendent or his designee. 
(Kaplan-Stoddard) 
 

Dr. Villanova stated that the Farmington Public Schools instituted more healthy 
snacks in schools a few years ago.  This new law states that schools can no longer 
sell soda, etc. but can only sell water, 100% fruit juice drinks, and low fat milk.  
An optional part of the law states that snacks must meet state nutritional 
guidelines.  If the school district abides by the guidelines in our snack program, we 
would be entitled to a $36,000 grant.  These guidelines are only for items sold 
during the school day.    Outside of the school day, school districts can allow other 
snacks to be approved (such as at athletic events or school plays).  If the Board 
approves the recommended motion, all food sold during the school day at each 
school will now need to meet the established nutritional standards.    This moves 
the district forward but does not change our current procedures except for offering 
reduced-fat chip products, reduced-fat cookies and a change in the ice cream 
products offered last year. 
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Ken Koos asked how often the state will change their nutritional guidelines and 
would we be “locked into” this.  It was stated that the Board could “opt out” of the 
program at any time, if desired.   Mr. Ryan said that this grant will be in effect each 
year and a decision to remain in the program could be made each year.  It was 
noted that the industry will likely be developing more products that meet these 
nutritional guidelines in the near future.  The Board discussed snacks being 
brought in by parents.  Tad Diesel stated that it is his hope that this discussion and 
action will put the nutrition issue to rest. 
 

The vote on the motion was 5 yes with Tad Diesel, Melanie 
Meehan and Nancy Nickerson voting no.   

   Motion passes 5-3    
 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 

VOTED: To accept the report of the Business Administrator for the 
month ending June 30, 2006.  (Stempf-Diesel) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
Mike Ryan reported that there was a surplus of $521.  The auditors are currently 
working on the audit.  This financial statement was the basis for the annual ED001 
report. 
 

VOTED: To accept the report of the Business Administrator for the 
month ending August 31, 2006.  (Nickerson-Kaplan) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
Ken Koos noted that the June Balance Forward amount needs to be moved to the 
proper column.   
 
REPORT OF THE BOARD CHAIR/COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Mary Grace Reed noted the following committee assignments: 
Town Council Strategic Planning (Goal 1 Education Sub-Committee) – Betsy 

Kaplan and Ken Koos 
Ad Hoc Communications/Public Relations Committee – Brian Collins, Tad Diesel, 

Melanie Meehan, and Tory Stempf  
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Personnel/Negotiations – This will be discussed in executive session.   
 
Ad Hoc Communications/Public Relations – This committee met and came up 
with a charge which will be presented to the full Board at tonight’s meeting.     
 
Town Council Strategic Planning – Goal 1 Education Sub-Committee – Betsy 
Kaplan updated the Board.  Members of this committee include:  Rob Huelin 
(Chair), Betsy Kaplan, Ken Koos, CJ Thomas, Tim Reagan and Chris Barnes 
(Facilitator).   The Education Sub-Committee is working with the Economic 
Development Committee and will be discussing and setting metrics.  Three general 
measures were considered:  academic achievement, communication, and funding.  
Nancy Nickerson expressed her hope that this committee work will be viewed as a 
positive step.  The Board discussed how this committee’s work will coordinate 
with the Board’s mission, goals and philosophy and the direction the committee 
should take.   The next meetings are scheduled for September 19 and October 3 at 
8:00 a.m.  
 
Farmington Endowment for Educational Innovation (FEEI) – Melanie Meehan 
reported that a meeting is scheduled for September 12 at 7:00 p.m. at the Country 
Club of Farmington. 
 
Farmington FOCUS – Patty Stoddard reported that the next FOCUS meeting is 
September 20 at 7:30 p.m.  The Freedom from Chemical Dependency (FCD) 
program will be coming to FHS for a four-day program the week of October 10 
with a parent forum on October 11 from 7-9 p.m. in the FHS auditorium.    
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
 
Charge for Ad Hoc Communications and Public Relations Committee -  
 

VOTED: To approve the charge of the Ad Hoc Communications and 
Public Relations Committee as presented: “To plan, 
recommend, and implement strategies and actions to more 
effectively convey the positive value of the school district to the 
Farmington community.”     (Nickerson-Kaplan) 

   Vote was unanimous. 
 
Mike Ryan suggested the use of public access television. 
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CONSIDERATION OF FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
 
Nancy Nickerson suggested a discussion of cell phone use in school and whether 
or not this is disruptive in the classroom.  Dr. Villanova said that the use of cell 
phones is prohibited in school classrooms.  There is no Board policy on this matter.  
Dr. Villanova will discuss this issue with principals to determine if a 
recommendation for a Board policy would be helpful.  
 
Melanie Meehan made the Board aware of a recent Washington Post article about 
offering Chinese in public schools.  This could be discussed by the Curriculum 
Committee – or at the next Board meeting when visitors from Shandong Province 
will be visiting.   
 
Patty Stoddard asked for an update on the parent link call reporting system.  Dr. 
Villanova said that a letter will be sent out to parents and a “trial call” will be done 
soon. 
 
Patty Stoddard asked if parents are receiving the CMT/CAPT scores.  It was stated 
that the CAPT scores went out already and the CMT scores are due to go out this 
week. 
 
The Board requested copies of the IAR and FHS handbooks. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
Rosemary Szot, 20 Gail Road, said she has received positive feedback on the new 
emergency card system.  She has had to cancel the five-sense garden due to the 
unavailability of the person who was due to work on the project.  Her son attended 
the Mandarin section of summer school and had a great experience.  Mrs. Szot 
thanked Betsy Kaplan and Jane Currie for their work on the food allergy 
guidelines, but she is still concerned about eating on the bus.  She also noted that 
elementary students are losing recess as a disciplinary action. 
 

VOTED: To move to executive session at 10:28 p.m. to discuss 
negotiations and confidential student matter.  (Stempf-Kaplan) 

   Vote was unanimous. 
In attendance:  Board members (Mary Grace Reed, Tad Diesel, Betsy Kaplan, Ken 
Koos, Melanie Meehan, Nancy Nickerson, Tory Stempf and Patty Stoddard), Dr. 
Villanova, and Michael Ryan 
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Board members discussed negotiations and a confidential student matter.   
 
The Board returned to public session. 
 

VOTED: To approve the enrollment and attendance in the Farmington 
Public Schools of student #10647 as a non-resident student on a 
tuition paying basis under the conditions presented in Board of 
Education Policy 5118.  (Meehan-Kaplan) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED: To approve the agreement between the Farmington Association 

of School Administrators (FASA) and the Farmington Board of 
Education for the period July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2010, as 
presented.   (Diesel-Nickerson) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
 VOTED: To adjourn the meeting at 11:10 p.m.   (Nickerson-Kaplan) 

Vote was unanimous. 
 

     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

     Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary 
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