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 Farmington Board of Education 
 

Present:  Mary Grace Reed, Chair    
Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary 
Brian Collins   
Tad Diesel  

   Kenneth Koos (arrived at 8:20 pm) 
   Melanie Meehan 
   Nancy Nickerson 

Tory Stempf   
Patty Stoddard  

      
Superintendent:  Dr. Robert Villanova 
Assistant Superintendent:  Dr. Eileen S. Howley 
Business Administrator:  Michael Ryan 
Citizens 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairperson Mary Grace Reed called the Board of Education meeting to order at 
7:32 p.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  - None 
 
Budget Deliberations – The Board discussed the proposed work at IAR Middle 
School.  The special education costs at West District for the new townwide special 
education program were reviewed.  The “generic” repairs to buildings in each 
school were discussed, i.e. broken tiles, locker parts, bleacher boards, etc.  Dr. 
Villanova was asked to review the self-insurance account.  
 
Nancy Nickerson asked for information regarding the “unassigned funding” 
projected for the Open Choice Grant in 2007-08.  Dr. Villanova stated that using 
this year’s formula (not the Governor’s projected budget), there is $66,000 not yet 
allocated in this grant account.  
 
 VOTED: To reduce p. 76, Tuition, by $66,000.  (Nickerson-Kaplan) 
   Vote was unanimous. 
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VOTED: To reduce p. 52, Repairs to Buildings, by $100,000.  
(Nickerson-Diesel) 

 Yes:  Diesel, Reed, Meehan, Nickerson 
No:  Kaplan, Stempf, Stoddard 
Abstain Collins. 

 Motion carried 4-3, with 1 abstention. 
 

VOTED: To reduce p. 102-111, Replacement of Equipment, by $40,000.  
(Nickerson-Kaplan) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
  
VOTED: To reduce p. 112-122, New Equipment, by $60,000.  

(Nickerson-Stoddard) 
 
Tad Diesel spoke about the major new initiative of technology and stated that he is 
yet to be convinced that it adds to the foundational goals of the school district.   
 
 VOTED: To amend the motion to reduce the account by $159,000.   
   (Diesel-Kaplan) 
   Yes:  Diesel 

No: Collins, Kaplan, Koos, Meehan, Nickerson, 
Reed, Stempf, Stoddard 

   Amendment fails 1-8. 
   Vote on the original motion was unanimous. 
 

VOTED: To reduce p. 26, Self-Insurance, by $100,000.   
(Koos-Kaplan/Stoddard) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 

VOTED: To add p. 96, Library Books, by $7,000 ($1,000 per school).  
(Diesel-Meehan/Nickerson) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
The Board discussed extracurricular activities (late bus, additional clubs).  Tory 
Stempf asked that in the future a round table discussion regarding the budget be 
done early.  This discussion would include areas of interest for the administration 
to consider.  Dr. Villanova suggested that the time to do this would be at the 
November meeting where the Board’s new budget goals and priorities for the 
upcoming budget are discussed. 



 
 
Regular Meeting February 13, 2007 FHS Library 
 

3544

 
VOTED: In order to maintain the quality of education of the Town of 

Farmington, the Farmington Board of Education recommends a 
school district budget for 2007-2008 of $48,511,432, an 
increase of $1,926,887 (4.14 %).  (Stempf-Collins) 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
Dr. Villanova congratulated the Board and thanked Mike Ryan, Business 
Administrator, for his work on preparation of this budget.  He reminded the Board 
that there is a budget philosophy in place for many years of the Board working 
with the Superintendent based on the Superintendent’s recommended budget 
reflecting a zero-based approach along with a detailed description of requests tied 
directly to Board goals and priorities.  This process results in the Board of 
Education recommending a thoroughly reviewed and analyzed budget to the Town 
Council with enthusiasm and confidence. 
 
 VOTED: To adjourn the meeting at 9:20 p.m.  (Nickerson-Stoddard) 
   Vote was unanimous. 
      
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary 
    
 
 
 
 


