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Farmington Board of Education 
 
Present:  Mary Grace Reed, Chair    

Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary  
Brian Collins 
Tad Diesel  
Kenneth Koos (arrived at 8:08 pm)  
Melanie Meehan 
Nancy Nickerson  
Tory Stempf  
Patty Stoddard  

      
Superintendent:  Dr. Robert Villanova 
Assistant Superintendent:  Dr. Eileen S. Howley 
Business Administrator:  Michael Ryan 
Recording Secretary:  Janine Ransom 
Administrators, Faculty, Citizens 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairperson Mary Grace Reed called the Board of Education meeting to order at 
7:36 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

VOTED: To approve the minutes of November 27, 2006. 
(Collins-Kaplan) 

 Vote was 7 yes with 1 abstention (Stempf). 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT - None 
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 
Dr. Peter Cummings, Principal of West Woods Upper Elementary School, 
welcomed the Board.  He thanked Anne-Marie Sladewski, Assistant Principal, and 
Colleen Peluso, PTC, for their assistance.  He briefly commented on the activities 
that West Woods students have been involved with over the past four years that the 
school has been open.  This year’s theme is “Community is Key.”  Goals for the 
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future include:  distributed leadership, a focus on instructional practice, updating 
standards, reading improvement, writing development, math alignment and science 
CMT in 2008.   
 
 VOTED: To move item IX-A up on the agenda. (Nickerson-Collins) 
   Vote was unanimous. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Welcome to Jay Johnston, New Librarian of Farmington Public Library – 
Mary Grace Reed welcomed Jay Johnston, the new librarian of Farmington Public 
Library, and stressed the collaborative relationship that the schools and the public 
library have developed.  Mr. Johnston is looking forward to continuing that bond 
and also enthusiastically supports initiating new activities for students at the 
library.   Kim Wynne, Townwide Reading Consultant, explained the function of 
the Townwide Library Council which has members from the public library, the 
school district, the Board of Education, Tunxis Community College, and area 
bookstores. 
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT (continued) 
 
Special Services Transition Academy at University of Hartford – Dr. Currie, 
Director of Special Services, gave a brief overview of the Farmington Valley 
Transition Academy (FVTA), a joint program of the Farmington and Simsbury 
public school systems serving needs of students 18-21 years old who require 
additional special education services beyond high school.  It is proving to be an 
excellent transition to adult life for these students and is currently funded by the 
IDEA grant with others towns paying tuition to send students.  Dr. Currie 
introduced the program’s teacher, Gretchen Nelson, who has developed the 
program into one of the most widely respected programs statewide.  A short video 
presentation was shown (with appreciation to Evan Foreman, AV Director) that 
illustrated how the program provides comprehensive instruction in functional 
academics, daily living skills, vocational activities and community living both on 
and off the University of Hartford campus.  There are currently 10 students in the 
program with students from the University of Hartford also gaining valuable 
experience as they “work” with these students.   
 
Districtwide Technology Plan 2007-08 – Dr. Villanova stated that this is the first 
of various budget presentations that will take place over the next month, noting 
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that significant increases in the technology budget are being proposed due to cuts 
that were made in previous years.  Dr. Howley reported on the various ways that 
technology is used including data-driven analysis and classroom use to enhance 
teaching and learning.  Michael Ryan, Business Administrator, shared how 
technology is used in various business functions, such as financial reporting, 
human resources, student information system, email communication, website 
information, ParentLink and maintenance/security systems.  It was noted that Ted 
Lindquist, Technology Coordinator, wrote an infrastructure grant this year which 
awarded the school district $147,000 to use for technology improvements. 
 
Ted Lindquist reviewed the technology plans for the 2007-08 school year.  He 
noted that an Internet Safety Program will be held for the community on January 9 
at the Farmington Public Library.   Recent highlights include:  full implementation 
of PowerSchool; implementation of IEP Direct; infrastructure grant for $147,000, 
ParentLink; FHS Alumni Site; online registration of continuing education 
programs; upgraded hubs, etc; upgraded Internet lines at FHS.   In answer to a 
question from Nancy Nickerson, Ted said the alumni program will be a way to 
survey alumni and the site will be password protected.  Brian Collins noted that 
this will be an excellent resource for alumni planning reunions.   
 
Mr. Lindquist gave a history of the data system currently being used and reviewed 
the number of computers per school.  Tad Diesel requested more detailed 
information about where these computers are located within the schools and what 
their intended uses are.  This will be prepared for the Board’s budget preparation 
workshop.  Ted also reviewed the current personnel in the Technology Department 
and the rationale for the staffing increase for next year.   This increase will reduce 
the time it takes for repairs to be made on districtwide computers.  Plans for the 
future were also shared.    The Board members discussed how best to communicate 
these needs to the public and suggested listing visible benefits parents receive from 
these technology improvements. 
 
 VOTED: To continue the meeting.  (Kaplan-Stoddard) 
   Vote was unanimous. 
 
Farmington Public Schools Case Studies Included in Two National Reports – 
Farmington has recently contributed to two key research studies:  (1) The 
Cornerstone-to-Capstone Approach:  Creating Coherence in High School Science, 
and (2) In Search of Quality:  Recruiting, Hiring, and Supporting Teachers.   These 
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both support the work of the Board in these two areas, and the school district is 
very proud to be included in these two national reports. 
 
FHS Students Selected for the MENC All-Eastern Honors Ensembles – Dr. 
Villanova reported that five FHS students have been selected for the MENC All-
Eastern Honors Ensembles:  Vocalists:  Carolyn Berlandy, alto; David Grabowski-
Clark, tenor; David Sawicki, tenor; Christopher Weigel, bass and instrumentalist; 
Joshua  Marks, tuba.  They will be performing at the Bushnell Center for the 
Performing Arts on March 11, 2007 along with 650 of the top high school 
musicians from the Eastern Division of the U.S.    
 
CONSIDERATION OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – None 
 
REPORT OF THE BOARD CHAIR AND CONSIDERATION OF 
COMMITTEE REPORTS –  
 
Mary Grace Reed attended the recent FHS Football Banquet. 
 
Ad Hoc Communications/Public Relations – The Committee’s recommendation 
is to have a BOE member attend every meeting of the Town Council to provide an 
update on Board activities and make connections on behalf of the Board.  It was 
felt that positive “bullets” need to be shared; the Committee is still developing this 
approach.  Mary Grace Reed will attend the December 12 meeting.  It was noted 
that it would be helpful if the Town Council’s responses to Public Comment came 
closer to the Public Comment rather than later in the meeting. 
 
Copies of the Community Newsletter were shared and feedback given.  
 
Curriculum – Patty Stoddard said they are meeting on Thursday, December 14, at 
9:15 a.m. 
 
Personnel/Negotiations – No report 
 
Policy – Betsy Kaplan noted that a first reading of policy revisions is under New 
Business.  
 
Superintendent’s Advisory Committee on Interscholastic Athletics – Melanie 
Meehan reported that they met on November 27 and reviewed the fall programs 
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(including many successful scholar athletes).  The committee also reviewed a 
newly-revised FHS Student-Athlete Code of Conduct. 
 
Farmington Endowment for Educational Innovation (FEEI) – Melanie Meehan 
said they are continuing to move forward. 
 
Ken Koos said he attended the Swimming Banquet and was very impressed with 
our scholar-athletes. 
 
Library Council – Patty Stoddard said that they met today. 
 
Farmington FOCUS – Patty Stoddard said they are working on spreading the 
word about the January 9 Internet Safety Program. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None 
 
NEW BUSINESS (continued) 
 
General Next – School-to-Career Grant 
 

VOTED: To accept the Generation Next Grant to expand the Farmington 
High School Cutting Edge Bioresearch Internship Program at 
the University of Connecticut Health Center as presented. 

 (Stempf-Nickerson) 
   Vote was unanimous. 
 
This grant will expand the FHS Cutting Edge Bioresearch Internship Program at 
the UConn Health Center, a School-to-Career program that provides hands-on, 
work-based learning opportunities to students interested in biotechnology and 
medical research.  The FHS proposal is designed to support two teacher 
externships and two counselor externships and will enable them to work with 
scientists on cutting edge research projects.  Grant funds will be used to support 
stipends to UCHC graduate students to plan and supervise the program.  Dr. 
Sandra Weller, the head of Molecular, Microbial and Structural Biology at UCHC, 
is an active member of the FHS School-to-Career Business Advisory Committee. 
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First Reading – Policy 5131.911 – Bullying Behavior in the Schools –  
 
 VOTED: To accept Policy 5131.911 – Bullying Behavior in the Schools,  
   as presented for a First Reading.  (Meehan-Nickerson) 
   Vote was unanimous. 
   
The Policy Committee reviewed the sexual harassment and bullying policies.  
These recommended changes are due to state-mandated requirements to bullying 
policies.  There are no changes in the regulations.  This is a first reading and a vote 
on this policy will be at the next meeting. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT –  
 
Ellen Siuta, Canterbury Lane, gave her positive feedback on the new newsletter 
style.  Farmington Future will partner with the Board of Education in making 
positive comments. 
 
 VOTED: To adjourn the meeting at 10:55 p.m.   (Nickerson-Kaplan) 

Vote was unanimous. 
 

     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

     Betsy Kaplan, Vice-Chair/Secretary 


