
        

FARMINGTON SCHOOLS MAKE NATIONAL
LIST OF “DISTRICTS WORTH VISITING”
The Farmington school district was the only school district in the state to make a list of 25 districts in the country worth visiting by
Education Weekly. Education Weekly, a national newspaper covering K-12 education, listed Farmington as one of the nation’s “high
performing suburban districts with a strong commitment to college and career readiness.”

EXCEPTIONAL LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES IN FARMINGTON
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PARTNERSHIP WITH JACKSON LAB
The Farmington Board of Education announced an exciting partnership 
with Jackson Lab (JAX), in Farmington. This collaboration will involve the
development of innovative and cross-curricular courses focusing on genomics,
health and wellness, technology, and ethics in the area of medical advances.
Farmington schools, in partnership with JAX, will engage faculty and students
in learning alongside top researchers in the country. Through internships,
professional development, and collaborative research, teachers and students 
will build knowledge and skill in the growing and cutting-edge field of
genomics’ research.

A new Farmington Public Schools’ (FPS) logo and tagline will accompany Farmington’s
current FHS cupola symbol on the district’s website. The triangular “F” stands for
Farmington and represents the delta which symbolizes change. In Farmington, we see 
the delta as a symbol of the school district’s commitment to continuous improvement. 
The tagline highlights the FPS Vision of the Graduate by recognizing students as Pioneers,
Scholars, Contributors, and Citizens. The logo is separated from the tagline by a blue line,
which is symbolic of the Farmington River and represents students’ learning and growth.

NEW SCHOOL DISTRICT LOGO & TAGLINE

MAKER SPACES AT ALL ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
Utilizing grant funding, Noah Wallace elementary school was the first to pilot the development
of a Maker Space, a concept which is presently expanding to all Farmington elementary schools.
A Maker Space is intended to be a community gathering site that inspires innovation,
mentorship, creativity, collaboration, and entrepreneurship for exploration across all
curriculum content areas in large and small groups. Noah Wallace has called this concept 
a SMARTE Space because it provides time, space, opportunity, tools, and resources to integrate
learning in the areas of Science, Math, the Arts, Reading, Writing, Technology, and
Engineering (SMARTE). The Maker Spaces will also be utilized before and after school by the
EXCL (Extended Care and Learning) Program and by various school clubs and community
groups. All elementary schools K-6 will have SMARTE Spaces in place this school year.
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FHS MUSICIANS RECEIVE NATIONAL HONORS

FHS NEWS

SENIOR CAFE

The Senior Cafe sponsored by the FHS Music Department and
Friends of Music had a record number of Farmington senior 
citizen participants with over 75 in attendance. This popular
annual event includes dinner served by students and parents
during a musical performance.

FHS Field Trip
to Harlem
The Fine Arts
Department
organized a field
trip to Harlem,
New York, in
order to explore
multiple art and
cultural

perspectives and empower students to draw conclusions while
honoring both visual and analytical skills. The trip included a
visit to the Studio Museum and a tour of important and
historical sites in Harlem.

FHS Art Clubs
Several student-
driven clubs have
expanded the after-
school offerings in
the fine arts at FHS.

The Art
Club works
on
individual
and

collaborative pieces, including theatre set productions and
work with Connecticut Children’s Hospital. Two examples of
new art clubs include the Fashion Club and Photo Club.

Three FHS musicians were selected for All-Nationals Honors
Ensembles in Nashville, TN. Benjamin Aube, bass vocalist,
Priscilla Back, violinist, and Brian Fox, tenor vocalist, were
selected to the All-National Band, Choir and Orchestra which
performed at the Grand Ole Opry.

FHS CONNECT COMMUNITY GIVEBACK DAY
FHS Connect, the
high school advisory
program, conducted a
Community Giveback
Day which inspired the
school slogan, “One

school – one
community –
one us.”
Participating
students

were divided into
groups, highlighting a

variety of service programs with both classroom and after-class
activities. Projects included: Give 2 Troops, Books For Burns, Toys
For Kids, Meals For Farmington, and Campus Crawl.

Fifteen FHS students have been named Commended
Students in the 2015 National Merit Scholarship

Program. Congratulations to Priscilla Back, Beatrix Bradford,
Shinhui Cai, Abby Corrigan, Rohan John, Jingyu Li, Swati Rath,
Sabrina Rostkowski, Connor Sager, Robert Stolarz, Lucy Tomasso,
Kirsten Turnbull, Dan Wackelin, Mengjie Zhu, and Margaux Zimmerman.

NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP
COMMENDED STUDENTS
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Farmington High School junior Emily Williams
has been appointed to the State Student Advisory
Council on Education, which meets regularly with
the Commissioner of Education and, on occasion,

with the Governor, to reflect student opinion regarding areas of concern
in Connecticut high schools. Members learn about citizenship, leadership,
and responsibility through their discussions and activities.

FHS STUDENT APPOINTED
TO CT STUDENT ADVISORY
COUNCIL ON EDUCATION

FHS ART NEWS

    



BOYSÕ SOCCER had a great season finishing the year with a record 17 wins,
4 losses, and 1 tie.The boys made it to the Class LL State finals, losing in a
thrilling double overtime game to Glastonbury by a score of 2-1.The boys 
also won the CCC West Division title.

GIRLSÕ SOCCER finished the season with a 9-3-5 record.They qualified 
for the Class L Tournament, losing in the first round to Branford.

GIRLSÕ SWIMMING AND DIVING finished the regular season with a 6-5 dual
meet record. The girls placed fourth in the CCC West Championship Meet,
and 15 girls qualified for the Class M State Championship, finishing 10th.

BOYSÕ AND GIRLSÕ CROSS COUNTRY TEAMS were successful in a
competitive CCC League.The boys’ team record was 3-4, and the girls’ team
finished the season 2-5. Palmer Weimann qualified for and competed in the
New England Championship Race at Wickham Park.

FIELD HOCKEY ended their season with a record of 5-9-3. The girls improved
over the course of the season and qualified for the Class M State tournament.

GIRLSÕ VOLLEYBALL TEAM finished the season in outstanding fashion, winning
the Class L State tournament, by defeating a skilled RHAM team in 5 games.
Earlier in the year the team also won the CCC West Division title, and finished
with an overall record of 25 wins and 1 loss.

FOOTBALL finished the regular season with 2 wins and 9 losses.The team
worked hard in a very competitive Central Connecticut Conference schedule.

BOYSÕ AND GIRLSÕ CREW TEAMS had a successful season with over 80
participants.The girls’ crew team won 2 silver medals from the New England Fall
Championships in Worcester, MA. Both teams competed against the best teams
in the nation at the Head of the Charles in Boston, and for the first time, both
boys and girls raced at the Head of the Fish Regatta in Saratoga Springs, NY.

UNIFIED SPORTS FALL SOCCER was very successful and enjoyable for both
the partners and the athletes.They participated in several soccer tournaments
over the fall season.
Thanks to the CHEERLEADERS who brought school spirit to many athletic events!

FHS SPORTING NEWS FALL ATHLETIC PROGRAMS TOTAL STUDENT-ATHLETE PARTICIPATION
Males ~ 272 Females ~ 275 TOTAL ~ 547

2014 FALL ATHLETIC HIGHLIGHTS
Farmington High School athletic programs had another great fall season, competing in the West division 

of the Central Connecticut Conference.

The entire Farmington community celebrated the
Farmington School District’s new artificial turf athletic
field on the FHS campus this fall. The addition of the 

turf field will greatly improve the school’s ability 
to provide a state-of-the-art athletic playing field 

for student athletes. Go Farmington!

New Turf Field at FHSFHS Builds With Habitat For Humanity
Farmington High School Habitat For Humanity Club recently
completed two projects: one in Enfield and Hartford. Student
volunteers worked on painting, siding, and assembling parts of roofs
and decks. FHS is one of seven high schools in the state that has
achieved the Campus Chapter designation from Habitat for
Humanity International, a non-profit organization which builds
affordable homes for qualified first-time buyers. FHS has been
working with Hartford Area Habitat for Humanity for over 15
years, and the “builds” are open to all FHS students age 16 and over.



FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOL FOUNDATION
For almost 20 years, the non-profit Farmington Public School Foundation has provided innovative
educational grants to all Farmington public schools. With this year’s Innovative Initiative Grant,
FPSF has committed to grant nearly $95,000 to build and support engineering programs in 
grades 5-12. Funding from this grant will create a new Engineering Design and Prototyping Lab 
at FHS. Additionally, the grant will support new engineering programs and provide 
technological resources at IAR Middle School and West Woods Upper Elementary School.

For more information and to make a donation, visit http://www.fpsfoundation.org/labs.php.

SAVE THE DATE: Farmington Public School Foundation’s annual fundraiser –
TRIVIA BEE, March 27th, 6:00 P.M. at Farmington Gardens. 

Tickets are on sale now: www.fpsfoundation.org.

NNEEWWSS FFRROOMM OOUURR SSCCHHOOOOLLSS ..

BAND BUDDY NIGHT

For the third annual Band Buddy Night, students in
the FHS Wind Ensemble were “buddied up” with
members of the West Woods 6th grade band. 

FACULTY IN THE NEWS

CONGRATULATIONS CARL SHUGART 
and DR. KRISTA BACHMAN!

IAR Strings teacher for over thirty years,
Carl Shugart, was honored as Farmington Public
Schools 2014-2015 Teacher of the Year.

Irving A. Robbins Middle School Assistant
Principal, Dr. Krista Bauchman, was recently
named Connecticut’s 2015 Middle School 
Assistant Principal of the Year by the Connecticut
Association of Schools (CAS) and the National
Association of Secondary School Principals.

March 10 ............7:00 P.M. – Town Manager’s Hearing on Budget –
Town and School Present

March 11 ..............4:00 P.M.-9:00 P.M. – First Budget Workshop
on Town and School Budget 
(Board and Town Council Workshop)

March 12 ............4:00 P.M.-9:00 P.M. – Town Council Budget
Workshop   

March 14 ............9:00 A.M.-12:00 NOON – Town Council
Budget Workshop

March 16 ............4:00 P.M.-9:00 P.M. – Town Council Budget
Workshop (if needed)

March 17 ............4:00 P.M.-9:00 P.M. – Town Council Budget
Workshop (if needed)

April 6..................7:00 P.M. – Town Council’s Public Hearing
on Town/School Budget

April 20 ................7:00 P.M. – ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

April 30................BUDGET REFERENDUM VOTE

Important 2015 BOE Budget
Meeting Dates:

STUDENTS DEMONSTRATE
LOCAL CITIZENSHIP 
Science students worked with school
custodians to develop student-
created “picker-uppers” to help
with the Farmington River Clean
Up. This was a self-directed
student project.

CITIZENSHIP DAY
All students participated in a day long project to learn about the democratic
process and the three branches of the U.S. government. The task was to
develop new laws/rules to use the school’s new Chrome Books with respect,

responsibility, and safety. Together, students
and faculty created a “bill” regarding the
Chrome Book use.  A student “News Crew”
covered the process throughout the day and
included discussions about the US
Constitution, government, laws, and
citizenship. A live interview with US Veteran
Lieutenant Daninhirsch was also featured.

WWEESSTT WWOOOODDSS UUPPPPEERR EELLEEMMEENNTTAARRYY SSCCHHOOOOLL
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WEST DISTRICT IS A MASTERPIECE

All West District students
participated in a beautiful

art assignment. Each grade level art class used a different
age-appropriate material to create one sunflower inspired
by Vincent Van Gogh’s Sunflowers. The results were
colorful masterpieces displayed throughout the school.

EEAASSTT FFAARRMMSS SSCCHHOOOOLL

“OH THE PLACES WE READ”
East Farms students
participated in the
annual “Oh The
Places We Read” back
to school tradition.
The project allows
students to share a
picture on a large
display board showing
a special place they
read a book during

the summer. The photos from students, staff, and their families
highlight the love of reading that all students are taught to cultivate.

SHARING AND CARING  
Students at Noah Wallace
demonstrate one of their core
beliefs, Relationships Matter, in 
a variety of ways. Fourth grade
students volunteer to help in
kindergarten and first grade
classes during reading and math.
Third and fourth grade students
are regular “book buddies” to
younger students, and students
are regular volunteers in the
library and school office. 

STUDENTS GIVING BACK  
IAR Student Council sponsored a
friendly competition among
classrooms to collect more than
1600 food items to be delivered to
the Farmington Food Pantry and
also create several special holiday
boxes for IAR families in need. IAR
Community Service Club collected
over 500 gently used toys, books, and games for donation to My

Sister’s Place in Hartford and
The Bridge Family Center in
West Hartford to help children
living in shelters or experiencing
hardships.

REACHING ACROSS
THE OCEAN
For the fourth year, eighth grade
French students actively engaged

in a SKYPE exchange with a middle school in France. Twice a
month, students share information, pictures, and videos in French
and English. The French-American exchange provides all
participants with a unique and rich cultural experience.
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MUSICIANS PRESENT “GOLDIROSEN AND THE THREE BEARS”

Union School’s Fairytale Theater
presented an original Suzuki drama

written and directed by strings teacher
Janet Fantozzi. The successful
production allowed students to

develop performance skills including
instrumental and vocal music, 

dance, and dramatic arts.
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VETERANS HONORED
IN FARMINGTON SCHOOLS

For more than 25
years, West District
has honored all
Veterans with a
ceremony featuring 
a variety of patriotic
music and songs
performed by all
students and faculty.
This year included

remarks from veteran and BOE member William
Baker, and a presentation of flowers to Corporal
James Rider, USMC,
and brother of West
District student Chris
Erasmus. Students also
contributed money to
purchase additional
flowers for a display 
at the Veterans
Memorial at Farmington
Town Hall.  

IMPORTANT:
The School Start Date 

for the 2015-16 school year 
is Monday, August 31, 2015.
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IAR math teacher
Jim McNamara
addressed students
about the
significance of
Veterans Day. 
Mr. McNamara
spent 28 years in 
the United States
Air Force Reserves
serving multiple
tours of duty
overseas. 

He urged students to thank veterans for defending the United States and
protecting our freedoms. Mr. McNamara also introduced students to
IAR/FHS graduate Lance Corporal Kyle Burt who joined the Marines
and was deployed overseas in 2011. LCpl. Burt was injured in the line of
duty and subsequently awarded the Purple Heart. He now serves in the
U.S. Marine Reserves. During the assembly, LCpl. Burt addressed the
students and visited with students in classes and shared how grateful
veterans are to be acknowledged by civilians for their service.

FORMER IAR STUDENT WELCOMED BACK A WEST DISTRICT TRADITION

FARMINGTON SCHOOLS CONTINUE FORWARD-
THINKING APPROACH TO LEARNING
P21 is a national organization that advocates for 21st century readiness for every student.
P21 is a broad coalition made up of education nonprofits, foundations, and businesses 
working together to make 21st century education a reality for all students in the United States.
Superintendent Kathleen Greider recently wrote a blog for P21 entitled: “Beyond 21st Century
Teaching and Learning for All”. To read the entire blog, please visit: www.p21.org/news-
events/p21blog/1560-beyond-the-vision-21st-century-teaching-and-learning-for-all.


