
Farmington Board of Education 
Farmington, CT 

Regular Meeting Agenda 
_________________________________________________________
Monday, February 9, 2015                7:00pm             Farmington High School 

 
I. Call to Order 
 
II. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
III. Approval of Minutes:   Approval of the minutes from the January 12, 2015 Workshop 

meeting. (VOTE REQUIRED) 
 

IV. Inviting and Receiving Public Comment and Communications 
 

V. Consideration of Superintendent’s Report 
A. School-based Information 
B. Professional Appointments, Retirements and Resignations 

 
VI. Unfinished Business 

A. Continuation of Budget Review 
 
VII. Report of Board Chair 

 
VIII. Inviting and Receiving Public Comment and Communications 
 
IX. Adjournment 

 
For the Chair of the Board of Education 
 
 
Kathleen C. Greider 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
Cc: Town Clerk – PLEASE POST 
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Farmington Board of Education 
 
Present:  Mary Grace Reed, Chair  
   Paula O’Brien, Vice Chair  

William Baker    
Jean Baron  
Bill Beckert  
Mark Blore 
Bernie Erickson 

   Christopher Fagan 
   Ellen Siuta 
      
Superintendent:  Kathleen C. Greider 
Assistant Superintendent: Kimberly Wynne 
Business Administrator:  Mike Ryan 
Citizens, Student, Administration 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Mary Grace Reed called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. and led the Pledge of 
Allegiance.    
 
SPECIAL RECOGNITION: 
Dr. Krista Bauchman was named Connecticut’s 2015 Middle School Assistant Principal of the 
Year by the Connecticut Association of Schools and the National Association of Secondary 
School Principals.  Dr. Bauchman was congratulated by Superintendent Greider, Board Chair 
Mary Grace Reed and the entire Board of Education for her outstanding work to ensure high-
quality learning opportunities for all students.  Her strong leadership skills and her commitment 
and dedication to the students, faculty, staff and families of Farmington are a true asset to the 
school district.  Board members commended Dr. Bauchman for her strong relationships with 
faculty, students and for her leadership in making students happy to come to school each day.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
Beth Kintner, 24 Farmstead Lane, Farmington; expressed her concern with S.O.S., she 
commented that they do not represent all parents.   She stated they represent a minority of 
parents in Farmington.   She spoke of the many accomplishments of the district and feels the 
improvements have not been sudden or drastic and that it would be a disservice to continue 
teaching the same way we have for generation after generation.   
 
Mike Galluzzo, 3 Fox Run Road, Unionville; Mike Galluzzo spoke of the impressive award that 
Dr. Bauchman received.  He also spoke about the FHS facility and the needs of the auditorium 
due to the high caliber of our music program.  He spoke of the need to make it a true community 
space.  The Farmington Valley Symphony would love to have a home in Farmington.   He also 
spoke about personalized learning.  There will be a major roll out of a paper that will be released 
state-wide which is  aligned to Farmington’s work.   
 
Pam Fisher, 5 Julles Court; Unionville, spoke about Farmington Public School’s stellar music 
program.  She spoke of the condition of the auditorium and the need for renovations.  She 
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expressed concern with the OCR issues, appearance and accessibility.  She also talked about the 
need for music instructional space and the AV room.   
 
Christy Muller, 22 Pembroke Hill, Farmington; requested for the record that Board of Education 
videotape meetings.  She referred to the Board of Education’s bylaws.   
 
Liz Fitzsimmons, 6 Bella Lane, Unionville; spoke about attending Board meetings and the 
information she has received.  She spoke about public comment and the process.  She feels 
Farmington offers the best education.  She expressed concern with the S.O.S. group.  She spoke 
of the website and the amount of information on the website.  
 
Kathy DeVirgilio, 67 Westview Terrace, Unionville; commented that she feels there was not 
enough information about the new grading policies.  She is concerned with the impact the 
changes will have.   
 
Tim Germano, 25 Firenzi Lane; Farmington; requested that an agenda for the next FHS Forum 
be put out a week prior to the meeting and that the meeting be structured to include an open 
Q&A session.   
 
Denise Horen, 34 Pembroke Hill, Farmington; asked for the Board to take time on the 6000 
policy series and encouraged them to look for data on the topics before approving changes.   
 
Olivia Germano, 25 Forenzi Lane, Farmington; commented that Farmington has a fantastic 
school system and she would like to keep it that way.  She wants to be kept informed.  She 
expressed concerns about the lack of a back and forth communication.  She feels if the meetings 
were televised, it would be a good idea.  She expressed concerns about some of the revisions to 
the 6000 policy series.   
 
Sarah Burns, 3 Hidden Spring Lane, Farmington; is a former Farmington teacher and said 
Farmington was at the cutting edge when she taught in the district.  She returned to Farmington 
as a resident.  She indicated that she attended the high school forum and was incredibly 
impressed. She feels Farmington remains on the cutting edge.   
   
Lisa McMahon, 9 Old Field Road, Unionville; asked the Board to continue to support full day 
kindergarten.  She reviewed many of the comments that were made, including the ones that 
Board members made in favor of full day kindergarten.  She spoke about Good Start 
programming and the reasons to support full day kindergarten as it is the foundation of students’ 
education.   
 
Marianne Sanchez; expressed support of full day kindergarten.  
 
Carl Ficks, 7 Belgravia Terrace, Farmington; expressed concern over timing of the FHS Forum 
and the time it will take to describe the grading system in simple and straight forward terms.  He 
asked questions about the 6000 policy series and asked that questions be answered in a straight 
forward manner. 
 

 



 
BOE Meeting January 12, 2015 Farmington High School 
 

4402 

Mary Grace Reed asked the superintendent if she had any information to share. Superintendent 
Greider stated that AP and Honors courses will remain and will not be taken away. She also 
clarified several statements made in public comment and informed the audience all questions 
from the first forum will be answered prior to the next forum. Assistant Superintendent Kim 
Wynne clarified confusion regarding the teaching of grammar. This instruction is currently 
referred to as “language and word study” and it is a required component of the English 
curriculum.   
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 
Special Official Guests: Representative Demicco, Representative Becker, & Senator 
Gerratana: 
Board Chair Mary Grace Reed welcomed our legislators.  She asked about some of their 
priorities for this legislative session.  Senator Gerratana provided highlights of priorities that 
focused on funding, public health and charter school reform.  Representative Demicco expressed 
appreciation to the Board and reviewed focus areas on funding, charter school reform, public 
health and property tax reform.  Representative Becker echoed his colleagues comments.  He 
will be working on several committees.  His work on the Special Education Moore Committee 
focuses upon high-quality programming, especially in the transitional years with data to measure 
effectiveness of these services.  It is a multi-year endeavor.  Superintendent Greider expressed 
appreciation for the grant support the district has received in the areas of the Common Core State 
Standards (teacher grants), technology, art, the new FHS turf field and security from the State of 
Connecticut.  They also provided feedback to the Legislators on areas of need for the Farmington 
school district.  Board members asked questions of Farmington’s Legislators.   
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 
VOTED: To approve the minutes of the December 18, 2014 Board of Education Regular 

Meeting.  
  (Baker-Erickson)  
  Vote was unanimous 
 
Preliminary Technology Budget Information for 2015-2016: 
Matt Ross provided an overview of the 2015-2016 school district technology budget.  Mr. Ross 
provided the technology budget’s goals which were the foundation of the proposed budget.  He 
also detailed the budget proposal for the Board of Education and community for the 2015-2016 
school year.  Board members asked clarifying questions about the technology proposed budget 
across areas of the budget.  Several questions were asked about replacement versus new 
equipment and classroom-based technology to support teaching and learning.   
 
Preliminary Special Education Budget Information for 2015-2016: 
Dr. Laurie Singer provided an overview of the Special Services budget for the 2015-2016 school 
year.  Two priorities emerged from her presentation: 

• The Special Services department is committed to continuous improvement, innovative 
programming and cost avoidance through high-quality specialized programming in-
district with typical peers.  In addition, the department is proposing an increase in mental 
health serves and supports to meet the needs of all students. 
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• A second priority area is continuing to provide meaning inclusion for students with 
disabilities.  Universal Design for Learning (UDL) training for all literacy and math 
specialists is proposed to bring forward the principal of UDL across schools.  

Dr. Laurie Singer provided an overview of her budget report.  Board members asked questions 
about identification rates.  A request for the number of students who receive interventions was 
made by Bill Beckert.  Dr. Singer provided an overview of the identification levels.  The Board 
commended Dr. Singer on her work as Director of Special Services.   
 
 
EXCL Preschool Expansion: 
The Director of EXCL and Continuing Education provided a presentation on the expansion of 
preschool in Farmington.  The program will offer additional seats at the preschool level to 
address the many students that are currently on the waiting list for preschool programming 
through EXCL.  This expansion is a financially self-sustaining expansion of preschool 
programming in the Farmington school district.  The Board asked questions about enrollment 
and programming.  The plan is to have a preschool open at Union Elementary School 2015-16.   
 
FCD  Survey Results: 
Assistant Superintendent Kim Wynne, Principal Silva, Nancy Parent, and Department Leader for 
Health and Physical Education presented the FOCUS FCD Survey Results.  This survey is 
distributed every few years and provides insights into behaviors and choices that impact student 
health and wellness.  Farmington is fortunate to have an ongoing partnership between the 
Farmington Public Schools, Farmington FOCUS, the Town of Farmington Social Services’ 
Department, and FCD (Freedom from Chemical Dependence).   The team provided an overview 
of the program, the survey, the findings of the survey and key efforts to address areas of need.  If 
parents are interested in joining FOCUS, the group urged parents to get in touch with Ed 
Manfredi at Farmington High School.   
  
FHS Design Team Update: 
Assistant Superintendent Kim Wynne and Principal Bill Silva presented a Design Team Update.  
These updates have been provided since the Design Team recommendations were created by a 
cross-role group of parents, students, teachers, Board of Education members, administrators and 
educational experts.  This updated included information on redefining graduation standards in 
World Languages, using instructional coaches to accelerate instructional innovation and a new 
report from CAPSS that advocates for student-centered learning in Connecticut classrooms. 
 
School News:   
School news included in the Board packet is posted on the front page of the school district’s 
website.  News is provided from all schools in Farmington and the news items speak to 
Farmington’s commitment to our Vision of the FPS Graduate, Core Beliefs, Mission and Design 
Team recommendations.   
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Budget Update/Impact: 
Superintendent Greider provided an overview of the status of the FHS Review.  On January 26, 
2015, the Board will be provided a formal presentation of the findings of this review.  

 



 
BOE Meeting January 12, 2015 Farmington High School 
 

4404 

Superintendent Greider reviewed the themes that have emerged from the review as a preview to 
the next Board meeting’s presentation: 

• Teaching and Learning Needs (undersized cafeteria, media center, science lab spaces, 
multiple issues with the auditorium, 30% unusable space, lack of flexible learning spaces, 
lack of art studios impacting programming and a lack of faculty meeting space for 
professional learning) 

• Lack of Efficiencies/Space Needs (issues with energy efficiency due to school “spread,” 
efficiency of faculty, staff and student work, need for central office space, need for 
emerging programming space and needs for community use) 

• Security (compliance issues with the State of Connecticut’s facility security 
recommendations) 

• Facility (30% unusable space, additions based on enrollment increases only, aging 
equipment, parking issues, 1928 building aging and in need of updates) 

• Multiple OCR compliance issues throughout the building 
• NEASC Standards (four standards are not adequately addressed in the current facility) 

 
A statement of need is being developed for the Board’s review and approval at the January 26, 
2015.   
 
Approval of Revisions/updates to the 6000 Policy Series: 
 
Bill Beckert made a motion to table the 6000 series for the next Board meeting 
 

VOTED: To table the recommended revisions and updates to the 6000 policy series 
to the January 26, 2015 Board meeting. 

 (Beckert-Erickson) 
 Vote was unanimous  
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Mary Grace Reed made a motion to table the Business Administrator’s report due to the late 
hour. 

VOTED: To table the November 2014 Financial Report to the January 26, 2015 
Board meeting. 

   (O’Brien-Baker) 
   Vote was unanimous 
 
REPORT OF BOARD CHAIR 
Board Chair Mary Grace Reed provided the CAPSS report to all Board members on Personalized 
Learning.  This report aligns to elements of Farmington’s Vision of the Graduate and Design 
Team recommendations.  
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PUBLIC COMMENT 
Denise Horen, 34 Pembroke Hill, Farmington; asked about what was tabled and commented on 
the high level of dedication exhibited at the Board meeting. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 VOTED: To adjourn the meeting at 12:27 a.m. 
   (Baker-Erickson) 
   Vote was unanimous 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Paula O’Brien 
Secretary 
 
 

 



CLASSIFICATION:  School-Based Information  Item: V-A  2/9/2015 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

TITLE:  Farmington High School Musicians Qualify in All-Conference Music Competition 

On Saturday evening, January 17 the best and brightest high school musicians from the 
Connecticut Northern Region gathered to perform at New Britain High School. 
This music festival is sponsored by the Connecticut Music Educators Association (CMEA.) This 
is a highly competitive, audition-only music festival.  To earn a spot in the festival, students must 
practice many hours independently after coaching with their music teachers to qualify for the 
All-Conference ensembles.  The audition music is collegiate level solo literature.  
Amongst this talented group of musicians were a large number of students from Farmington 
High School.    

Band:  Alexandra Appel, Annie Sherrill, Sarah Tritman, Eric Want, Katja Zoner, Ryan Forsythe 

Chorus: 
Benjamin Aube, Shruti Bhatia, Brandon Biney, Katie Byrne, Griffin Cecil, Matthew Cheng, 
Jessica Colwick, Shannon Connolly, Caroline Cullen, Sarah Davis, Mason DeMilo, Noah 
Floeser, Brian Fox, Tyler Galske, Danielle Gan, Ashley Grady, Michael Griffin, Jonathan 
Hammond, Thomas Heath-Ringrose, Caleb Juers, Heather Kirkness, Christian Knight, Ethan 
Kula, Yea Jin Lee, Catherine MacKay, Stephanie Mailhot, Marisa Melluzzo, Anusha Mohan, 
Hannah Phelps, Smrithi Raman, Katharine Rhee, Sarah Rua, Alexandra Rumpf, Kysa Sager, 
Matthew Scalzo, Navva Sedigh, Chirag Sikka, Kyle Sopelak, Morgan St. James, Catherine 
Steffens, Robert Stolarz, Srah Tritman, Francesca Trofimov, Emily Williams, Caroline Zeiser, 
Margaux Zimmerman 

Orchestra:   
Priscilla Back, Katie Byrne, Janet Chen, Shayamal Datta, Alexandra Goldblatt, David Hua, 
Yehoon Kang, Jungtaik Kwon, Sungtaik Kwon, Jared Omangino, Daniel Luo, Katrina Mason, 
Rita Monahan, 
Nimrita Singh, Navreeta Singh, Shruthi Voleti, Emery Wegh, Emily Williams, Nathaniel 
William, Austin Zhu 



FHS All Conference Choir 

FHS All Conference Orchestra 



CLASSIFICATION:  School-Based Information Item:  V-A       2/9/2015 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

TITLE:   IAR Language Arts Students Ask “What is Beauty?” 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Seventh grade Language Arts students are currently engaged in the 
“Breaking with Traditions” unit in which they read the historical 
novel Ties That Bind, Ties That Break by Lensey Namioka.  Ties is 
the story of a young girl living in China during a time of tremendous 
cultural upheaval who is faced with the decision of whether to bind 
her feet or break with tradition.  Part of the unit involves a fascinating 
study of the conception of beauty in culture.  Students explore three 
questions:  What is beauty? What price would you pay for beauty? 
How does the media influence our conception of beauty?  Students 
examine these questions by looking at images in print, listening to 
songs, viewing various video clips, and engaging in much discussion. 
They also read several nonfiction articles about child beauty pageants 
and form an opinion on the topic.  In addition to developing their 
reading, writing and critical thinking skills, students seek to 
understand how the term “cultural relativism” relates to the notion of 
beauty.  



CLASSIFICATION:  School-Based Information Item: V-A      2/9/2015 

TITLE:  West Woods Upper Elementary School Music Concerts 

West Woods students shined on stage, demonstrating their musical talents.  Our January 
concerts featured the 5th and 6th grade bands, orchestras, and choirs.  In addition, the West 
Woods after school musical clubs—Silver Strings and Jazz Cats—shared special 
performances.  Four sixth grade students played piano solos transitioning from one 
performance group to the next. 







CLASSIFICATION:  School-Based Information  Item: V-A  2/9/2015 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TITLE:  East Farms School Team Building in Physical Education 

All students at East Farms School began the year with a team building unit.  Team building was first introduced 
to the physical education world 45 years ago and the benefits last a lifetime!   The activities teach children how 
to be supportive members of a team while struggling to solve a problem.  One major advantage seen in team 
building challenges is the open exchange of ideas.  Self-confidence is given a boost as all team members are 
given opportunities to take a leadership role.  Students learn to listen to one another, deal with failures and to 
persevere as a team.  Throughout each challenge, students learn to value teamwork and see that success most 
often begins with a series of failed attempts.  They learn to brainstorm solutions, develop a plan of attack 
(strategize) and provide both physical and emotional support to others.   



CLASSIFICATION:  School-Based Information  Item: V-A  2/9/2015 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

TITLE:    Noah Wallace School Winter Orchestra Concert 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

The Noah Wallace Fourth Grade Orchestra, conducted by Maryanne Mattie and Katie Marsan, 
presented two concerts on January 7, 2015. The afternoon was held in the gym for the student 
body and the evening concert was for family and friends.  Both were an excellent display of the 
students’ hard work, individual responsibility, and persistence.  Selections included America, 
America, the Beautiful, Coronation Scene, Gavotte by Handel, Nutcracker March and First 
Finger Pachelbel.   



CLASSIFICATION:  School-Based Information  Item: V-A  2/9/2015 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

TITLE:    Union School’s Pajama Story Night  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Union School’s Pajama Story Night 
January 15, 2015 

Kindergartners and first graders returned to Union School in their pajamas on the night of Jan 15 
to enjoy a traditional story hour. The theme of the night was cats, and began in the library with 
several interactive whole group stories, including Pete the Cat and Kitten's First Full Moon. 
After a movement activity to the tune of "Happy," students split into smaller groups to enjoy 
more stories told by Reading Specialist Kim Giesing, Reading Interventionists Erin Nock and 
Kathy Jorge, and Farmington librarian Paula Montes. The night concluded with a fun cat craft 
and snacks.    



1 

CLASSIFICATION:  School-Based Information  Item: V-A   2/9/2015 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

TITLE:  Third Grade Writers Hold Open House 

Some very promising writers held an “Open House” in the third grade classrooms at West 

District.  Students each displayed a published personal narrative on their desks and all the 3
rd

grade classes rotated to read others’ work and leave compliments for the authors.  Kids love to 

see other readers enjoying their writing and receiving a compliment from a peer, or an adult, are 

like the icing on the cake! 



CLASSIFICATION:  Superintendent's Report         Item:  V-B  2/9/2015 
             
              
TITLE:  Professional Appointments, Resignations and Professional Development 

Activities 
              
 
 
 
Professional Appointments 
Sean Mongillo, Math Teacher at Farmington High School, graduated from Central Connecticut 
State University with a B.S. in Secondary Mathematics Education.  Sean completed his student 
teaching in Connecticut. 
 
Barry Nolan, Math Teacher at Farmington High School, graduated from UCONN with a 
Master’s degree in Education.  Barry comes to Farmington with 15 years of teaching experience 
in Connecticut. 
 
 
 
 
Resignations 
None 
 
 
 
 
Leaves of Absence 
None 
 
 
 
 
Retirements 
None 
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