
Farmington Board of Education 
Farmington, CT 

Special Meeting Agenda 
_________________________________________________________

Monday, November 17, 2014                6:00 pm    Farmington High School Library 
 
I. Call to Order 
 
II. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
III. Approval of Minutes: Approval of the minutes from the October 20, 2014  

Regularly Scheduled Board of Education meeting (VOTE REQUIRED) 
 

IV. Inviting and Receiving Public Comment and Communications 
 

V. Consideration of Superintendent’s Report 
A. Farmington High School Grading  
B. Board of Education 2013-2014 Goal Results for Town Council’s Strategic Plan 
C. Universal Design for Learning Presentation 
D. Enrollment Report (updated from 10/20/2014) 
E. School-based News 
F. Professional Appointments, Resignations and Professional Developments 

 
VI. Unfinished Business 

A. Budget Impact/Budget Update 
B. Approval of Revisions and Updates to 6000 Series Policies (second reading) (VOTE 

REQUIRED) 
C. Approval of Revisions to Policy #9325.2 – Order of Business (VOTE REQUIRED) 

 
VII. New Business 

A. Full Day Kindergarten Update and Discussion (VOTE REQUIRED) 
 
VIII. Consideration of Business Administrator’s Report 

 
IX. Report of Board Chair 
 
X. Consideration of Committee Reports 

A. Personnel/Negotiations – Paula O’Brien, Chair 
B. Policy – Bill Beckert, Chair 
C. Curriculum – Jean Baron, Chair 
D. Communications – Ellen Siuta, Chair 

 
 
 



 
XI. Report of Committee Liaisons 

A. CREC Liaison – Mary Grace Reed/Ellen Siuta 
B. FHS School-to-Career Committee – Jean Baron 
C. FOCUS – Mark Blore 
D. Farmington Public School Foundation – Ellen Siuta 
E. Superintendent’s Interscholastic Athletics Advisory Committee – Paula O’Brien 
F. Chamber of Commerce – Bernie Erickson 
G. Town & Board Joint Green Initiative – Mary Grace Reed 
H. Ad-Hoc Cafeteria – William Baker/Bernie Erickson 
I. Health/Wellness Committee – Christopher Fagan 
J. Capital Ad Hoc – William Baker/Christopher Fagan/Jean Baron 
 

XII. Inviting and Receiving Public Comment and Communications 
 

XIII. Executive Session 
A. Legal Matter 
 

XIV. Adjournment 
 

For the Chair of the Board of Education 
 
 
Kathleen C. Greider 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
Cc: Town Clerk – PLEASE POST 
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Farmington Board of Education 
 
Present:  Mary Grace Reed, Chair  
   Paula O’Brien, Vice Chair  

William Baker    
Jean Baron  
Bill Beckert  
Mark Blore 
Bernie Erickson 

   Christopher Fagan 
   Ellen Siuta 
      
Superintendent:  Kathleen C. Greider 
Assistant Superintendent: Kimberly Wynne 
Business Administrator:  Mike Ryan 
Citizens, Press, Administration 
 
Chair Mary Grace Reed addressed members of the audience regarding the format for the 
evening’s meeting. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Mary Grace Reed called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m. and led the Pledge of 
Allegiance.    
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 

VOTED: To approve the amended minutes of the October 6, 2014 Board of 
Education Regular Meeting.  

 (Beckert-Baker)  
 Vote was unanimous 
 

FULL DAY KINDERGARTEN DISCUSSION 
Assistant Superintendent Kim Wynne invited Farmington High School Principal, Bill Silva, 
Vince LaFontain, EXCL Director, Laurie Singer, Director of Special Services, to the table for the 
presentation. Superintendent Greider spoke about the stellar district that Farmington is and 
explained that the district is a data driven district. She explained that in 2012 the Board of 
Education reviewed comprehensive data to determine if Farmington would change their 
kindergarten programming. Based on the data, it was decided to stay with the half-day 
kindergarten program. Assistant Superintendent Kim Wynne presented an update. She spoke 
about the Hanover Research (meta-analysis study) dated May 2014. Dr. Singer spoke about the 
social and emotional aspects regarding anxiety at the kindergarten level. Research is mixed and 
inconsistent with regard to its impact.  Kim Wynne described the current typical half day 
program. She shared some examples of full-day programs from two other school districts in the 
same DRG as Farmington. She shared the current information for Farmington’s EXCL program 
on how many kindergarten children participate. She then compared instructional minutes for a 
half day verses a full day program. Achievement data was also presented. Farmington 
demographics are changing in the early grades with higher percentages of students designated as 
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in need of full or reduced lunch as well as English Language Learners. Mike Ryan, Business 
Administrator, presented the estimated financial impact. He spoke about projected enrollment 
and facilitating needs at the four elementary schools.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
Lisa McMahon, Old Field Road, thanked the Board for the presentation. She asked about the 
EXCL program and asked if the teachers are certified. She asked why so many towns in the same 
DRG as Farmington are going to full-day kindergarten. She expressed concern that Farmington 
students will get left behind. She feels full day kindergarten would be beneficial.  
 
Sarah Burns, 3 Hidden Spring Lane, said she is very torn on the issue of full day kindergarten. 
She feels Farmington hires the best teachers but she is concerned with the social aspects that kids 
may be missing with a half day program. She feels a full day program allows play-based learning 
which would be beneficial.  
 
Megan Jones, 7 Horseshoe Lane, is a high school educator and spoke about the rigor that 
common core standards require of kindergarten students. There needs to be play time so students 
can develop social skills. She is fully in favor of full-day kindergarten.  
 
Emily Petit, Dunnwood Court, said she sees both sides of the issue. She is concerned that 
implementing a full day kindergarten program may result in cuts to existing programs. She also 
expressed concern over space, student to teacher ratios and possible redistricting. She indicated 
that considering the current data she does not support a full day kindergarten program.  
 
Jonathan Hunkley, 1 Bella Lane, thanked the Board for its leadership. He is in favor of a full day 
kindergarten program to stretch out the day. He is concerned that there is not enough time for all 
that needs to be accomplished in a day.  
 
Sue Clark, Tanglewood Road, spoke about the need for education to be equitable. She spoke 
about West Hartford’s full day program and how it is scheduled. She supports a full day 
kindergarten program.  
 
Rebecca Hollock, is a former Farmington teacher. She asked if there is a way to research the 
social and emotional long term outcomes.  
 
Sarah Winget, Whispering Road, feels her daughter did not get enough time to experience 
kindergarten and had a great deal of anxiety because the day was so rushed.  
 
Monique Bannon grew up in Farmington and moved back to Farmington so her four children 
could attend this school system. She questions whether full day kindergarten is as beneficial as a 
child being home with their parents.  
 
Tim Kelly, West View Terrace, has four children and his youngest is 21 years old. He offered his 
perspective on a child from age 0 to 21. He said parents need to take a holistic approach. He 
expressed his faith in the Board and knows they will watch the data. He urged people not to get 
caught up in small issues but to look at the long term outcomes.  
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Liz Fitzsimmons, Bella Lana, thanked the administrative team for their well-thought out 
presentation. She has faith in the Board. She expressed her support of the EXCL program and 
indicated she would be very disappointed if the program changed due to an all day kindergarten 
program. She wanted to know if any changes would be made to the program. She feels the data 
does not show any need to institute a full day program and the $772,000 that it will cost to 
implement the program needs to be considered. She has faith in the Board.   
 
Heather Volger, West Main Street, has a high school student and is concerned there would be 
cuts made at the secondary level. She expressed concerned over getting a budget passed with the 
addition of an all day kindergarten program.  
 
Joe Jacupko, Long Ridge Court, said he feels school is more important in the early grades. He 
asked for a compromise which would allow parents to choose a half day or full day. He feels the 
town will find the funds just like other towns have. He asked the Board to take the common 
sense approach.  
 
James Rudy, 3 Pastor Way, spoke in support of full day kindergarten.  
 
Beth Kitner, Farmstead Lane, commended the Board on revisiting the topic. Her boys are older 
and she wanted to share her opinion. She spoke about what is developmentally appropriate. She 
commented that this is an expensive program and there have been so many budget cuts already. 
She does not want to see additional cuts. She reminded parents to look at the full picture and not 
focus on just one year. She urged the Board to not base their decision simply on what other 
towns are doing.  
 
Wendy Kenneda spoke about how her children thrived in the half day kindergarten program. She 
is grateful that the Board is really thinking this through and not following the crowd. Young 
children can learn a great deal at home.  
 
Maria Williams, West View Terrace expressed her support of full day kindergarten. She put her 
older child in a full day kindergarten program outside of Farmington. She feels kindergarten 
needs to be a full day to allow children to learn all they need to learn. 
 
Matt Reymold commented that if the full day program were implemented the cost per house hold 
would be approximately $80 annually. He feels that is not a lot. 
 
John Perotti, Old Field Road, stated the common core standards have changed the system and in 
order to meet the needs of kindergarten students, he feels there needs to be a full day program. 
He went on to say that curriculum has changed. He said this is not a funding issue, it is a 
philosophical issue. All children in the country need to meet the standards.  
 
Christen Jacupko, Long Ridge Court, indicated she is a kindergarten teacher and commented that 
Avon has added a full day program without cutting other programs.  She requested that the 
Board look into how other towns have funded their all day kindergarten programs.  
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Carrie Winquist, Tall Ridge Drive, said her child attended half day kindergarten and the EXCL 
program. She was not happy with the EXCL program for her kindergartner. She said if the Board 
does not implement a full day program, it needs to look at the EXCL program and fix it. 
 
Superintendent’s Report: 

A. Full Day Kindergarten – Response to Public Comment 
1. The cost quoted is in addition to current costs.  
2. Standards are rigorous aligned to CCSS and the achievement data shows students 

are meeting those expectations. 
3. Curriculum has been realigned to address the CCSS.  
4. Vision of the Graduate set us up for these higher level learning standards – 

inquiry based learning. 
5. Special needs are provided through an IEP. 
6. Speech can be done in the class or as a pull-out depending upon the need. 
7. Social/emotional stress-research shows it depends on the individual child, not on 

half or full day programing. 
8. EXCL is staffed by a senior group leader with at least a bachelor’s degree.  
9. Kindergarten teachers have personal/collaborative time while students are at 

special area classes. 
10. Redistricting/class size  

• School capacity and utilization  
• All issues are brought to the Board by the administration regarding class 

size and if redistricting is a consideration 
11. Does the data say it’s crucial? Data was presented 
12. Can parents opt out? There are many different kindergarten programs throughout 

the State of Connecticut. Currently Farmington students, who are not meeting 
standards, receive support from an acceleration paraprofessional.  

13. Budget – Mary Grace Reed explained the budget process. 
14. What is lost in the budget if all day kindergarten is approved? The budget is 

aligned to the Board’s Goals and the Vision of the Graduate. The budget is 
responsive to the students’ needs.  

15. How are public opinions factored in? Mary Grace Reed responded that public 
comment matters and the Board listens to gather their perspective and then makes 
thoughtful decisions with its leaders.  

16. Is the decision based on financial impact? The Board has never made a decision 
based solely on finances. Decisions are made on what is best for students. Yes, 
budgets are difficult to get passed but the Board does not base decision on money.  

 
Board Discussion: 
Mark Blore asked if there is research on anxiety based on gender. Bill Beckert asked how towns 
are paying for all day kindergarten. Superintendent Greider stated that some districts put in full 
day kindergarten in anticipation of CCSS. Other towns did it because they had space to add a full 
day kindergarten program due to reduction in enrollment. Another driver was parent desire for 
full day programing. Some districts used Open Choice money but that funding can change based 
on how many students enroll through Open Choice, thus placing stress on the operating budget. 
Bill Beckert asked if space would be available long term. Mark Blore asked about students 
coming back from full day programs elsewhere and the impact on class sizes. Bernie Erickson 
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said there is a great deal of work that goes into decision making and the Board is always focused 
on what is best for the students. He thanked all the parents for attending the meeting. Paula 
O’Brien asked if there is talk at the legislative level regarding the change to the kindergarten start 
age. Vince LaFontain said the new office of Early Childhood is currently studying this subject. 
Paula O’Brien asked about the long day and the way the day would be structured. Kathy Greider 
stated if there was full day kindergarten, they would want it to be developmentally appropriate. 
Ellen Siuta asked with the shift to common core, when will it be known if a half-day 
kindergarten is preparing students.  Superintendent Greider spoke about the integrated units of 
study and how this addresses student knowledge. This spring’s SBAC will reflect third graders 
level of accomplishment. Farmington takes a long range view of a child’s achievement and not 
all children develop at the same rate. Ellen Siuta questioned the facilities and the possible 
displacement of other Board initiatives. She asked about possible need for portable classrooms. 
Bill Baker asked if there is any state funding for all day kindergarten.  Superintendent Greider 
said there is no funding from the state at this time. Bill Baker asked about state implemented pre-
K programs. Jean Baron asked how often a teacher needs to be added due to increased 
enrollment. Christopher Fagan questioned grade retention data. Christopher Fagan commended 
the EXCL program. 
 
Superintendent Greider presented options as follows: 

1. Stay with the half day program and monitor achievement data with options for an 
extended day for students in need. 

2. Mandatory full day kindergarten which parents have expressed a desire for and there are 
changing demographics. 

3. Stay with the half day program and offer free EXCL enrichment for those interested in a 
full day.   

 
Mary Grace Reed asked Board members what type of information they would like as they 
consider various options. She requested an outline of what the day would look like for each 
option and for more comprehensive information on space/facility impact.  
 
Bernie Erickson said the agenda said full day kindergarten discussion. He doesn’t feel other 
options should be addressed. It should be decided whether or not to have half-day or full-day 
kindergarten.  
 
Mark Blore noted the difficulty in budgeting for option 3 due to the unknown factor due to the 
optional feature of attending.  
 
Mary Grace Reed asked Board members to email her or Kathy as questions arise.  
 
At the next meeting the Board will be sharing their input with the Superintendent. 
 
The November 3 Board meeting needs to be changed. The Board will meet on November 17 and 
24.  
 

VOTED: To reschedule the November 3, 2014 Board of Education meeting to 
November 24, 2014. 

 (Siuta-Beckert) 
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 Vote was unanimous  
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Maria Williams said she wants a full day kindergarten, not the EXCL option. She is advocating 
for a full day academic program in one classroom with one teacher. 
 
Sarah Ringet spoke about the implementation of Avon’s full day program. She wants the day for 
kindergarten extended, not EXCL as an option. 
 
Liz Fitzsimmons said full day kindergarten is not a full day of curriculum. She thinks offering 
EXCL for the second half of the day is brilliant. 
 
Lisa McMahon the EXCL options is definitely not what she is looking for. She does not see 
science in the kindergarten program at all now.  
 
Joe Jacupko asked if anyone on the Board has a child in kindergarten. He feels he and other 
parents with kindergarten-age children have more information since they are living it.  
 
Kristin Jacupko stated she is unsure whether she is for or against a full day program. She asked if 
it is possible to look at data on kids in Farmington who went to full day kindergarten elsewhere. 
 
Lauren Decaloni, Whispering Rod Road, commented that she supports a full day kindergarten 
program not an extended day with EXCL.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
 VOTED: To add VIIA as a consent agenda item. 
   (Beckert-Baker) 
   Vote was unanimous 
 Pulled out: 
  Administrative Regulation 6154A 
  Administrative Regulation 6124A 
  Policy 6140 
  Administrative Regulation 6146.2A 
  Policy 6155 
 

VOTED: To approve the first reading of the 6000 Series policies with items 
removed 

 (O’Brien-Siuta) 
 Vote was unanimous 
 
VOTED: To table administrative regulations and policies listed above. 
  (Beckert-Baron) 
  Vote was unanimous 
 
VOTED: To review first reading of policy #9325.2 Order of Business 
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  (O’Brien-Beckert) 
  Vote was unanimous 

 
CONSIDERATION OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 

VOTED: To accept the report of the Business Administrator for the month ending 
September 30, 2014. 

 (Beckert-O’Brien) 
 Vote was unanimous 
 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 
October 1 Enrollment Report 
There are 66 more students than projected with an overall decrease of thirteen (13) students from 
2013-14 to 2014-15.  

 
Class Size Report 
Kim Wynne worked on this report with the administrators.  Jean Baron said she really 
appreciates these class sizes especially at the high school. Paula O’Brien brought up the ninth 
grade world history class sizes. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 VOTED: To adjourn the meeting at 11:45pm. 
   (O’Brien-Fagan) 
   Vote was unanimous 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Paula O’Brien 
Secretary 
 

 



CLASSIFICATION:  Superintendent’s Report  Item: V-A      11/17/14 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:    Farmington High School Grading System 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Farmington High School is high school committed to continuous improvement.  We seek to 
provide all students with high-quality learning experiences and assessment practices that allow 
them to demonstrate their learning.  We have relied on years of study with high school students, 
administrators, curriculum leaders and faculty members as well as educational experts in making 
all decisions to implement innovative practices aligned to our mission, core beliefs, FPS Vision 
of the Graduates and Board of Education goals.   

On November 17, 2014 Special Board meeting, Superintendent Greider, Assistant 
Superintendent Wynne and Farmington High School Silva will be available to answer questions 
to discuss grading practices at Farmington High School.   



CLASSIFICATION:  Superintendent’s Report  Item: V-B      11/17/14 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:    Board of Education’s 2013-2014 Goal Results for Town Council’s  
  Strategic Plan 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
The attached document is the Board of Education’s five-year goals and indicators portrayed in 
the format that the Town Council’s Strategic Planning Committee requested.  Content specific 
“results and outcomes” for 2013-2014 are portrayed in the column on the far right.  These are the 
same results portrayed in a different format in the Farmington Public Schools 2013-2014 Results 
and Outcomes Booklet.  This comprehensive booklet is available on the School District’s 
website (www.fpsct.org).  

http://www.fpsct.org/


 

Farmington Public Schools 
Board of Education’s 5-Year Goals for Town Council’s Strategic Plan 

                11-17-14 
 

Farmington Public Schools’ Graduates will acquire an understanding of the essential knowledge and skills in the core 
academic disciplines and develop the thinking and learning skills necessary to meet the challenges of local, national and 
global citizenship in a rapidly changing world. 

 
 

Goal Desired 
Outcome 

Key Indicators  Results -Continuous 
Improvement 

2011-2012 

Results -Continuous 
Improvement 

2012-2013 

Results - Continuous 
Improvement 

2013-2014 
1.  All students will 
demonstrate performance 
standards in critical thinking 
and reasoning and meet 
rigorous core academic 
content* standards by 
accessing, interpreting, 
analyzing, and evaluating 
ideas and information, drawing 
evidence-based conclusions, 
synthesizing new learning with 
prior knowledge and reflecting 
critically on learning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continuous 
improvement of 
student 
performance on 
spotlight 
indicators. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Critical Thinking and 
Reasoning 
 
Grades K – 4 
SS Gr. 3 – Research Project 
 
Grades 5 – 8  
ELA Gr. 6 – Critical Literacy 
Tasks – report card 
 
SS Gr. 8 –Critical Stance 
Tasks – report card 
 
Grades 9 – 12  
SCI Gr. 9 – Physics – 
Research and Advocacy 
Project 
 
ELA Gr. 10 – Critical 
Analytical Essay 
 
Health Gr. 10 – Research 
Project  

  
 
 

94% 
 
 
 

89% 
 
 

85% 
 
 
 

66% 
 
 
 

72% 
 
 

72% 
 

 
 
 

95% 
 
 
 

90% 
 
 

83% 
 
 
 

N/A 
 
 
 

67% 
 
 

69% 
 

 
 
 

88% 
 
 
 

86% 
 
 

86% 
 
 
 

N/A 
 
 
 

67% 
 
 

74% 
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2.  All students will 
demonstrate performance 
standards in collaboration 
and communication and meet 
rigorous core academic 
content* standards by 
participating effectively in a 
variety of teams, actively 
listening and responding to the 
ideas of others, sharing 
responsibility for outcomes, 
articulating ideas clearly in 
multiple formats and using 
technology tools to enhance 
communication. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  All students will 
demonstrate performance 
standards in problem solving 
and innovation and meet 
rigorous core academic 
content* standards by 
recognizing problems, 
analyzing data, asking 
questions, utilizing a variety of 
resources, thinking flexibly, 
making connections and 
seeking practical, innovative, 
and entrepreneurial solutions. 

Communication and 
Collaboration 
 
Grades K – 4  
Math Gr. 4 – Communicating 
Understanding Tasks – report 
card 
 
ELA Gr. 4 – Narrative Writing 
 
Grades 5 – 8  
Sci Gr. 5 – Collaborative 
Inquiry Task 
 
SS Gr. 6 – Advocacy Project 
 
ELA Gr. 7 – Discussion and 
Oral Presentation Tasks – 
report card 
 
Tech Gr. 8 – Technology 
Proficiency 
 
WL Gr. 8 – Oral and Written 
Communication Project 
 
Grades 9 – 12   
WL Gr. 9 FLST Proficiency 
Benchmark Assessment 
 
 
Problem Solving and 
Innovation 
 
Grades K – 4  
Sci. Gr. 3 – Inquiry Lab 
 
Music Gr. 3 Creative 
Composition 
 
Grades 5 – 8  
Math Gr. 7 – Strategic 
Problem Solving Tasks – 
report card 

 
 
 
 

74% 
 
 
 

79% 
 
 

84% 
 
 

96% 
 

90% 
 
 
 

88% 
 
 

80% 
 
 
 

95% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

92% 
 

83% 
 
 
 

83% 
 
 

 
 
 
 

82% 
 
 
 

78% 
 
 

85% 
 
 

95% 
 

89% 
 
 
 

91% 
 
 

89% 
 
 
 

97% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

89% 
 

81% 
 
 
 

91% 
 
 

 
 
 
 

86% 
 
 
 

67% 
 
 

86% 
 
 

95% 
 

90% 
 
 
 

88% 
 
 

93% 
 
 
 

79% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

91% 
 

75% 
 
 
 

87% 
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4.  All students will 
demonstrate performance 
standards in self-direction and 
resourcefulness and meet 
rigorous core academic 
content* standards by 
exploring interests, taking 
initiative, setting learning 
goals, demonstrating persistent 
effort, adapting to change with 
resiliency and exhibiting 
ethical leadership and 
responsible citizenship. 
 

ELA Gr. 8 Social Activism 
Multimedia Presentation 
 
Grades 9 – 12  
Math Gr. 10 – Complex 
Problem Solving Tasks   
 
 
Self-direction and 
Resourcefulness 
 
Grades K – 4  
ELA Gr. 3 – Independent 
Reading 
 
Grades 5 – 8 
ELA Gr. 5 – Inquiry Project 
 
WL Gr. 6 – Reflection and 
Evaluation Portfolio 
 
Sci Gr. 7 – Design an 
Experiment 
 
Health Gr. 8 – Decision 
Making and Wellness Tasks – 
report card 
 
 
SS – Gr. 11 US History 
Research Project 
 
Health Gr. 11 Personal 
Improvement Project 
 
 
 
 

86% 
 
 
 

69% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

92% 
 
 
 

83% 
 

93% 
 
 

90% 
 
 

57% 
 

 
63% 

 
 

66% 
 
 

 

88% 
 
 
 

68% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

90% 
 
 
 

83% 
 

90% 
 
 

92% 
 
 

83% 
 

 
92% 

 
 

72% 
 
 

 

95% 
 
 
 

67% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

91% 
 
 
 

86% 
 

92% 
 
 

94% 
 
 

92% 
 
 

82% 
 
 

72% 
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Goal Desired 
Outcome 

Key Indicators  Results - Continuous 
Improvement 

2011-2012 

Results - Continuous 
Improvement 

2012-2013 

Results – Continuous 
Improvement 

2013-2014 
1. All students will 
meet established 
performance in core 
academic subjects: 
 
English/Language  
  Arts 
Mathematics 
Science 
Social Studies 
World Language 
Health/PE/Wellness 
Music and Fine and    
  Performing Arts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continuous 
improvement of 
student performance 
in English/ 
Language Arts, 
and World 
Languages 

1. Students meeting the 
State Goal in reading 
on the Connecticut 
Mastery Test in grades 
4, 6, 8 

 
2. Students meeting State 

Goal in writing on the 
Connecticut Mastery 
Test in grades 4, 6, 8 

 
 
3. Students meeting the 

State Goal on 
Connecticut Academic 
Performance Test - 
Reading Across the 
Disciplines 

 
4. Students taking 

Advanced Placement 
English courses 

 
5. Students scoring 3 or 

above on AP English 
tests 

 
 
 
6. FHS juniors taking 

SAT-I 
 
7. SAT-I Verbal mean 

score 

 1.  2012 administration of 
CMT Reading 
Gr 4  #296       85.1% 
Gr 6  #295       93.6% 
Gr 8  #307       94.2% 
 
2.  2012 administration of 
CMT Writing 
Gr 4   #242       81.8% 
Gr 6   #239       83.0% 
Gr 8   #246       78.3% 
 
3.  2012 administration of 
CAPT – Reading Across 
the Disciplines subtest 
Gr 10 #334 69.1% 
 
 
 
4. 2011-12 AP English 
    #219 
 
 
5. AP English score of 3 or 
greater 
(*Some students take 
multiple exams) 
#152  83% 
 
6.  2011-12 SAT-I 
#273  93% 
 
7.  SAT-I Verbal mean 
 539 

1.  2013 administration of 
CMT Reading 
Gr 4  #267     84.76% 
Gr 6  #251     92.62% 
Gr 8  #282     93.69% 
 
2.  2013 administration of 
CMT Writing 
Gr 4  #252     78.26% 
Gr 6  #222     82.84% 
Gr 8  #225     77.05% 
 
3.  2012 administration of 
CAPT – Reading Across 
the Disciplines subtest 
Gr. 10 #243         74.5% 
 
 
 
4.  2012-13 AP English 
     #230 
 
 
5.  AP English score of 3 or 
greater 
(*Some students take 
multiple exams) 
#160                    79% 
 
6.  2012-13 SAT-I 
#282                     88% 
 
7.  SAT-I Verbal mean 
     552 

1.  2014 administration of 
CMT Reading 
Gr 4            N/A 
Gr 6            N/A 
Gr 8            N/A 

 
2.  2014 administration of 
CMT Writing 
Gr 4            N/A 
Gr 6            N/A 
Gr 8            N/A 

 
3.  2013 administration of 
CAPT – Reading Across the 
Disciplines subtest 
Gr 10.         N/A 
                   N/A 

 
 

4.  2012-13 AP English 
      #176 
 
 
5.  AP English score of 3 or 
greater 
(*Some students take multiple 
exams) 
#128               82% 
 
6.  2013-2014 SAT-I 
#298                 90% 
 
7.  SAT-I Verbal mean 
      548 
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8. FHS juniors scoring 

600 and above on SAT 
 
 
9. Students taking 5 years 

of World Language by 
graduation 
 

 
8.  % on SAT scoring 600 
or above 
 25% 
 
9.  World Language 5 years 
or more by Gr 12 
#167  56% 
 

 
8.  % on SAT scoring 600 
or above 
      33% 
 
9.  World Languages 5 
years or more by Gr 12 
#183                    58% 
 

 
8.  % on SAT scoring 600 or 
above 
      29% 
 
9.  World Languages 5 years 
or more by Gr 12 
#189                    57% 

 Continuous 
improvement of 
student performance  
in Mathematics 

1. Students meeting State 
Goal in mathematics 
on the Connecticut 
Mastery Test in grades 
4, 6, 8 

 
2. Students meeting the 

State Goal on the 
Connecticut Academic 
Performance Test – 
Mathematics 

 
3. Students completing 

one or more high 
school mathematics 
courses by the end of 
Grade 8 

 
4. Students completing 4 

or more years of 
mathematics in high 
school by graduation 

 
5. Students taking 

Advanced Placement 
mathematics courses 

 
 
6. Students scoring 3 or 

greater on AP 
mathematics tests 

 
 
 
 

 1.  2012 administration of 
CMT Mathematics 
Gr 4   #296      85.8% 
Gr 6   #293       92.8% 
Gr 8   #330       90.9% 
 
2.  2012 administration of 
CAPT Mathematics 
Gr 10 #334 78.5% 
 
 
 
3.  2012 high school 
mathematics courses by 
Grade 8 
#246                     74% 
 
 
4.  2012:  students taking 4 
or more years of 
mathematics in high school 
#255  86% 
 
5.  2011-12:  students 
taking AP mathematics 
courses 
#183 
 
6.  2011-12:  students 
scoring 3 or better on AP 
mathematics   
(*Some students take 
multiple exams) 
#143  78% 
 

1.  2013 administration of 
CMT Mathematics 
Gr 4  #273     86.94% 
Gr 6  #227     84.39% 
Gr 8  #260     86.96% 
 
2.  2013 administration of 
CAPT Mathematics 
Gr. 10 #250    77.2% 
 
 
 
3.  2013 high school 
mathematics courses by 
Grade 8 
#229                 73% 
 
 
4.  2013:  students taking 4 
or more years of 
mathematics in high school 
#272                   86% 
 
5.  2012-13:  students 
taking AP mathematics 
courses 
#223 
 
6.  2012-13:  students 
scoring 3 or better on AP 
mathematics 
(*Some students take 
multiple exams) 
#155                    76% 
 

1.  2014 administration of 
CMT Mathematics 
Gr. 4              N/A 
Gr. 6              N/A 
Gr. 8              N/A 
 
2.  2014 administration of 
CAPT Mathematics 
Gr. 10             N/A 
 
 
 
3.  2014 high school 
mathematics courses by  
Grade 8 
#213                  72% 
 
 
4.  2014:  students taking 4 or 
more years of mathematics in 
high school 
#282                  85% 
 
5.  2013-14:  students taking 
AP mathematics courses 
#216 
 
 
6.  2013-14:  students scoring 
3 or better on AP mathematics 
(*Some students take multiple 
exams) 
#155                   77% 
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7. Juniors taking SAT-I 
Math 

 
8. SAT-I Math mean 

score 
 
9. Students scoring 600 

or above on SAT-Math 

7.  2011-12:  SAT-I Math 
#273  93% 
 
8. 2011-12 SAT Math mean 
#559 
 
9.  2011-12 Math score of 
     600 or above 
 36% 

7.  2012-13:  SAT-I Math 
#282                    88% 
 
8.  2012-13 SAT math 
mean  #571 
 
9.  2012-13 Math score of  
     600 or above 
     44% 

7.  2013-14:  SAT-I Math 
#298                   90% 
 
8.  2013-14 SAT math mean 
#571 
 
9.  2013-14 Math score of   
     600 or above 
     43% 

 Continuous 
improvement of 
student performance 
in Science 

1. Students meeting State 
Goal in Science on the 
Connecticut Academic 
Performance Test 

 
2. FHS students 

completing 4 or more 
years of science 
courses by graduation 

 
3. Students taking 

Advanced Placement 
science courses 

 
 
 
4. Students scoring 3 or 

better on science 
Advanced Placement 
tests 

 

 1.  2012 administration of 
CAPT Science 
Gr 10 #334 73.4% 
 
 
2.  2011-12 FHS Science 
courses 
      76% 
 
 
3.  2011-12 students taking 
AP science courses 
(*Some students take 
multiple exams) 
#203 
 
4.  2011-12 Science AP 
Scoring 3 or better 
#153  75.4% 

1.  2012 administration of 
CAPT Science 
Gr 10 #239          72.6% 
 
 
2.  2012-13 FHS Science 
courses 
      71% 
 
 
3.  2012-13 students taking 
AP science courses 
(*Some students take 
multiple exams) 
#221 
 
4.  2012-13 Science AP 
Scoring 3 or better 
#154                       69.1% 
 

1.  2013 administration of 
CAPT Science 
Gr 10 #224        69.8% 
 
 
2.  2013-14 FHS Science 
courses 
      69% 
 
 
3.  2013-14 students taking 
AP science courses 
(*Some students take multiple 
exams) 
#176 
 
4.  2013-14 Science AP 
Scoring 3 or better 
#131                    71% 

 Continuous 
improvement of 
student performance 
in Social Studies 

1. Students meeting State 
Goal on the 
Connecticut Academic 
Performance Test – 
Writing Across the 
Disciplines 

 
2. Students taking 

Advanced Placement 
courses in social 
studies, world 
language, music and/or 
art 

 

 1.  2012 Administration of 
CAPT – Writing Across the 
Disciplines 
Gr 10 #334 84.6% 
 
 
 
2.  2011-12 AP 
participation in social 
studies, world language, 
music and art courses 
#287 
 
 

1.  2013 Administration of 
CAPT – Writing Across the 
Disciplines 
Gr 10 # 279           85.6% 
 
 
 
2.  2012-13 AP 
participation in social 
studies, world language, 
music and art 
courses 
#278  
 

1.  2013 Administration of 
CAPT – Writing Across the 
Disciplines 
Gr 10                     N/A 
 
 
 
2.  2013-14 AP 
participation in social  
studies, world language, 
music and art 
 courses 
#292 
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3. Students scoring 3 or 
better on social studies, 
world language, music 
and/or art Advanced 
Placement Tests 

 
4. Students participating 

in fine and performing 
arts 

3.  2011-12 AP in social 
studies, world language, 
music and art courses 
scoring 3 or better 
#220  76.7% 
 
4.  2011-12 participation 
     Fine Arts      Perf Arts 
Gr 7 100% #238 76% 
Gr 8 100% #212   63% 
Gr 9 #84 25% #174 52% 
Gr 10 #92 27% #123 35% 
Gr 11 #74 23% #75 24% 
Gr 12 #84 29% #71 24% 
 

3.  2012-13 AP in social 
studies, world language, 
music and art courses 
scoring 3 or better 
#279                        75.9% 
 
4.  2012-13 participation  
     Fine Arts       Perf Arts 
Gr 7 100%         #200   67% 
Gr 8 100%         #207   68% 
Gr 9 #99  30%   #190   58% 
Gr 10 #112 35%  #132 41% 
Gr 11 #69  21%   #98   29% 
Gr 12 #103 32%  #76   24% 

3.  2013-14 AP in social 
studies, world language, 
music and art courses scoring 
3 or better 
#235                        81% 
 
4.  2013-14 participation in  
     Fine Arts          Perf Arts 
Gr 7 100%             #194  70%  
Gr 8  100%            #169  57% 
Gr 9  #76   23%     #148  45% 
Gr 10#101 30%     #140  42% 
Gr 11#76   23%     #98    30% 
Gr 12#74   22%     #83    25% 

 Continuous 
improvement in the 
development of 
students as 
productive and 
responsible citizens 

1. Students meeting State 
Goal in Physical 
Fitness on state 
assessment 

 
 
 
2. Eligible FHS seniors 

registered to vote 
 
 
3. FHS students 

participating in career-
oriented internships 

 
4. FHS students 

participating in the 
interscholastic athletic 
program 

 1.  2011-12 State Goal in 
Physical Fitness 
Gr 4       #247       64% 
Gr 6       # 95        33% 
Gr 8       #230       72% 
Gr 10 #194 59% 
 
2.  2011-12 seniors 
registered to vote 
#55  51% 
 
3.  2011-12 internships 
#44 
 
 
4.  2011-12 participating in 
interscholastic athletics at 
FHS 
#821  64% 

1.  2012-13 State Goal in 
Physical Fitness 
Gr 4     #210        66% 
Gr 6     #104        38% 
Gr 8     #222        74% 
Gr 10   #185        61% 
 
2.  2012-13 seniors 
registered to vote 
#77                       58% 
 
3.  2012-13 internships  
#50 
 
 
4.  2012-13 participating in 
interscholastic athletics at 
FHS 
# 807                 61% 

1.  2013-14 State Goal in 
Physical Fitness 
Gr 4      #259          62% 
Gr 6      #115          42% 
Gr 8       #206         73.3% 
Gr 10     #194          66% 
 
2.  2013-14 seniors registered 
to vote 
#76                           55% 
 
3.  2013-14 internships 
#65 
 
 
4.  2013-14 participating in 
interscholastic athletics at 
FHS 
#818                           63% 

 Maintain and 
continue to improve 
on indicators 
associated with 
superior 
performance 

1. National Merit 
Scholarship 
Commended Students 

 
2. National Merit 

Scholarship 
Semifinalists 

 
3. National Merit 

Scholarship Finalists 

 1.  2012   #7 
 
 
 
2.  2012    #3 
 
 
 
3.  2012    #3 
 

1.  2013    #16 
 
 
 
2.  2013    #3 
 
 
 
3.  2013    #3 
 

1. 2014     #8 
 
 
 
2.  2014    #6 
 
 
 
3.  2014     #6 
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4. Advanced Placement 

Scholars 
 
 
5. Advanced Placement 

Scholars with Honors 
 
6. Advanced Placement 

Scholars with 
Distinction 

 
7. FHS All State Music 

Festival 
 
8. FHS Northern 

Regional Music 
Festival 

 
9. FHS Seniors Accepted 

at Most Competitive  
& Highly Competitive 
Colleges (Barons) 

 
10. FHS Seniors Accepted 

at Ivy League Colleges 
 
11. Elementary Students 

Participating in 
Orchestra Program 

 
12. Students Performing in 

the “Advanced” Level 
on CMT and  CAPT  

 
4.  2012 
#162 27% of Jrs/Srs  
 
 
5.  2012  #27 
 
 
6.  2012  #60 
 
 
 
7.  2012 #32 
 
 
8.  2012  #74 
 
 
 
9.  2012 
#133  45% 
 
 
 
10.  2012 
#4  1% 
 
11.  2012 #789 
   52% total Gr 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 
 
 
12.  2012 % total 
      Gr 4, 6, 8, 10 = 51% 
In math, reading and 
writing 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4.  2013 
#162       25 % of Jrs/Srs    
 
 
5.  2013  #27 
 
 
6.  2013  #60 
 
 
 
7.  2013  #15 
 
 
8.  2013  #72 
 
 
 
9.  2013 
#151                    48% 
 
 
 
10.  2013 
#6                        2 % 
 
11.  2013  #879 
  57 % total Gr 2, 3, 4, 5 6 
 
 
12.  2013 % total 
      Gr 4, 6, 8, 10 =   49% 
In math, reading and 
writing  
 
 
 

 
4.  2014      
#187                29% of Jrs/Srs 
 
 
5.  2014     #40 
 
 
6.  2014     #58 
 
 
 
7.  2014     #21 
 
 
8.  2014     #86 
 
 
 
9.  2014 
#153                     46% 
 
 
 
10.  2014 
#7                            2% 
 
11.  2014  #852 
   56% total Gr 2,3,4,5,6 
 
 
12.  N/A 
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CLASSIFICATION:  Superintendent’s Report  Item: V-C      11/17/14 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:    Universal Design for Learning Presentation 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Universal Design for Learning (UDL) provides a framework for designing curriculum, and 
differentiating instructional practice to meet the needs of all students.   The effective use of new 
technologies and digital resources are an integral part of UDL supporting students learning with 
multiple means of representation, engagement and expression. 
 
The district has formed a committee of general and special education teachers, along with 
itinerant staff members to promote the development and implementation of UDL and improve 
access and achievement for all students.  During the course of this year, the committee will be 
participating in professional development and reviewing research in order to build our own 
internal capacity.  Further, we will be examining how our current practice aligns with UDL best 
practice, and formulating a long term vision for UDL development in Farmington. 
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UPDATED SCHOOL ENROLLMENT REPORT 
 

OCTOBER 1, 2014 
 

Presented on 11/17/2014 to replace the report 
Presented on 10/20/2014 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Kathleen C. Greider 
Superintendent of Schools 

October 1, 2014 
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I.  OCTOBER 1, 2014 ENROLLMENT 
 
The October 2014 Enrollment Report indicates that there were 3,946 students 
registered in the Farmington Public Schools on October 1, 2014. This enrollment 
report includes 3,799 resident students, 120 Choice students (not including 10 
preschool Choice students), and 30 Special Education Out of District students (3 
of the 30 Special Education Out of District students are Choice students).  There 
are 13 fewer students than were registered on October 1, 2013.  The distribution of 
students by school for October 1, 2014 is shown below.   
 

School Total Enrollment 

East Farms Elementary School 445 

Noah Wallace Elementary School 334 

Union Elementary School 305 

West District Elementary School 315 

West Woods Upper Elementary School 673 

Irving Robbins Middle School 570 

Farmington High School 1,274 

Special Education Out of  District 30 

TOTAL* 3,946 
 
*This total includes:  120 Choice Program students; 13 students attending FHS Alternative High School; 17 students 
attending Greater Hartford Academy of the Arts (partial day); 1 student attending Greater Hartford Academy of 
Math and Science (partial day); 1 tuition student 
  
*This total excludes: 8 students attending E.C. Goodwin Technical; 3 students attending Bristol Tech; 4 students 
attending Farmington Valley Diagnostic Center; 7 students attending Farmington Valley Transitional Academy;1 
student attending Southington Vo-Ag; 0 students attending the Greater Hartford Academy of Math and Science (full–
time); 2 students attending Greater Hartford Academy of the Arts (full-time); 64 students attending CREC Magnet 
Schools (of the 64; 27 preK & 12 K); 39 students attending Hartford Host Magnet Schools (of the 39; 10 preK & 3 
K); 78 preschool students at IAR/NW (28 special education students and 50 community students) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



II.  ENROLLMENT HISTORY  
The October 1 enrollments: 

 
 

October Enrollments 1994-2014 
     
 

October K-4 5-6 7-8 9-12 K-12 #/% Change 
Year to Year 

2014 1399 673 570 1,274 *3,946 -13/.33% 
2013 1428 620 571 1306 *3959 -55/1.4% 
2012 1479 578 610 1319 *4014 +5/0.12% 
2011 1459 575 652 1291 *4009 -59/1.5% 
2010 1453 603 688 1306 *4068 -40/1.0% 
2009 1417 658 686 1323 *4108 -37/.9% 
2008 1413 676 671 1360 *4145 -21/.5% 
2007 1408 687 652 1390 *4166 -55/1.3% 
2006 1455 664 674 1398 *4221 -36/1.0% 
2005 1497 646 718 1375 *4257 -87/2.0% 
2004 1545 654 747 1374 *4344 +66/1.5% 
2003 1513 703 717 1319 *4278 +70/1.7% 

 

October K-5  6-8 9-12 K-12 #/% Change 
Year to Year 

2002 1508 714 677 1279 *4208 +56/1.4% 
2001 1871  1018 1236 *4152 +33/1.0% 
2000 1908  1029 1159 *4119 +55/1.3% 
1999 1910  1007 1121 *4065 +121/3.1% 
1998 1911  924 1088 3944 +153/4.0% 
1997 1888  878 1005 3791 +179/5.0% 
1996 1851  843 904 3612 +171/5.0% 
1995 1789  820 817 3441 +104/3.1% 
1994 1724  797 806 3337 +127/4.0% 

 
*This number includes Special Education students attending out-of-district programs and Choice 

Program students. 
 
On October 1, 2014, thirty-four (30) special education students were enrolled in out of district 

programs.  
 

 



The chart below compares the actual enrollments from October 1, 2005 through 
October 1, 2013.   

  
School      2006   2007    2008    2009     2010      2011    2012    2013       2014 
East Farms 422 430 428 438 470 465 436 433 445 
Noah Wallace 376 330 345 335 346 341 358 338 334 
Union 316 298 295 294 299 306 320 316 305 
West District 341 350 345 350 338 347 365 341 315 
West Woods 664 687 676 658 603 575 578 620 673 
Irving Robbins 674 652 671 686 688 652 610 571 570 
Farmington High           1398 1390 1360 1323 1306 1291 1319 1306 1,274 
Special Education   30 29 25 24 18 32 28 34 30 
Total 4221 4166 4145 4108 4068 4009 4014    3959 3946 
         
 
 
 
 

ENROLLMENT BY SCHOOL 
As of October 1, 2014 

 
  

EAST FARMS SCHOOL 

 

Grade Local Choice Total 

K 61 7 68 

1 70 6 76 

2 101 3 104 

3 97 0 97 

4 100 0 100 

    

TOTALS 429 16 445 
Excluded – preschool students 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NOAH WALLACE 

 

Grade Local Choice Total 

K 57 0 57 

1 70 3 73 

2 60 3 63 

3 69 1 70 

4 65 6 71 

    

TOTALS 321 13 334 



 
ENROLLMENT BY SCHOOL 

As of October 1, 2014 
 
 

UNION SCHOOL 

 

Grade Local Choice Total 

K 47 4 51 

1 60 1 61 

2 53 4 57 

3 69 4 73 

4 62 1 63 

    

TOTALS 291 14 305 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEST DISTRICT SCHOOL 

 

Grade Local Choice Total 

K 46 2 48 

1 55 5 60 

2 65 0 65 

3 68 0 68 

4 71 3 74 

    

TOTALS 305 10 315 

 



ENROLLMENT BY SCHOOL 
As of October 1, 2013 

WEST WOODS UPPER ELEMENTARY 

 

Grade Local Choice Total 

5 337 3 340 

6 328 5 333 

    

Totals 665 8 673 
 

IRVING A. ROBBINS  MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 

Grade Local Choice Total 

7 280 9 289 

8 271 10 281 

    

Totals 551 19 570 
        Excluded – preschool students 
 

FARMINGTON HIGH SCHOOL 

 

Grade Local Choice Total 

9 284 8 292 

10 313 11 324 

11 322 10 332 

12 318 8 326 

    

Totals 1237 37 1274 

 

SPECIAL EDUCATION (Out of District) 

Grade Local Choice Total 

All 27 3 30 

 
 



 
III.  ENROLLMENT PROJECTIONS 
 
A retention ratio statistical formula was used to project enrollments for the next 
five years.  The October 1, 2013 Enrollment Report projected 3,888 students to 
attend Farmington Schools in 2014-15.  The October 1, 2014 Enrollment Report 
indicates that 3,946 students are actually enrolled.   
 

Grade 
Projected for 

2014-15 in 
October 2013 

Actual  
October 2014 
Enrollment 

Difference 

K 233 224 -9 
1 263 270 +7 
2 275 289 +14 
3 295 308 +13 
4 310 308 -2 
5 328 340 +12 
6 335 333 -2 
7 285 289 +4 
8 279 281 +2 
9 295 292 -3 
10 316 324 +8 
11 318 332 +14 
12 321 326 +5 

Sp. Ed 27 30 +3 
    

TOTAL 3880 3946 +66 
 
The number of Choice Program students enrolled in a given year and the shifting 
number of out-of-district Special Education and interdistrict magnet school 
students must be carefully noted in any year-to-year comparisons.   
 
The retention ratio projection formula used for more than 30 years to project local 
enrollments provides conservative yet reliable projections.  The local enrollment 
projection table used to derive the projections in this report is attached.  
 
For comparison and reference purposes, an additional enrollment projection source 
was utilized.  This enrollment projection study (Enrollment Projections Through 
2021, February 2012, by Dr. Peter Prowda) used slightly different methodologies 
to derive its projections.  
 
There are minor differences in projections at various grade and school levels due 
to the projection method used, the inclusion of out-of-district students, and other 
methodological factors.  Overall the projections are quite consistent and do allow 
 



for school space and facility planning.  For the past thirty (30) years, the 
recommendations presented by the school administration and approved by the 
Board of Education have been based in large measure on the enrollment analyses 
summarized in the annual October Enrollment Report. 
 
 Enrollment Projections and School Space  
A comprehensive School Space Report was developed by the school district 
administration and presented to the Board of Education on October 21, 2002.  
After reviewing this report and considering current and projected school 
enrollments and the uses of school space at the time, the Board directed the 
Superintendent in 2005 to modify the school capacity figures to reflect the 
addition of West Woods Upper Elementary School and to more accurately reflect 
the space needed for required and continuing school programs including special 
education services.  The completion of the previous addition to Farmington High 
School changed the capacity of Farmington High School from 1200 to 
approximately 1450.  A Facilities Utilization Overview was conducted in 
December 2009 and presented to the Board of Education on January 25, 2010.  
The capacities reflect the regular classrooms available at that time.  The revised 
capacities are listed below:      
      
    2002   2005   2010 
 East Farms  400   440   420 
 Noah Wallace 460   460   420 
 Union  340   340   340 
 West District  380   380   380 
 West Woods  700   700   700 
 IAR   740   700   700 
 FHS             1200              1450              1450 
 
The Fall 2005 move of the Special Education and School Age Care Preschool 
Program from East Farms School to IAR Middle School changed the estimated 
capacity of these two school facilities.  The 2006 and 2007 expansion of the 
Special Education Preschool Program at IAR, the 2007 addition of a Townwide 
Elementary Special Education Class at West District School, and the addition of 
an SLC classroom at Union School do impact the capacities listed above.  In 2013-
14 FHS is utilizing two classrooms for a Specialized Transition Education 
Program (STEP).  In addition, a new preschool was added at Noah Wallace School 
in the 2013-14 school year. This impact is not taken into account in these 2005 or 
2010 school capacity figures.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
The chart below summarizes enrollment and school capacity information: 
 

School 
October 1, 2013 

School 
Enrollment 

School Capacities 

Enrollment Projections for   
2015-16 from 

10/14 Enrollment Report 
(retention ratio chart) 

Enrollment Projections for   
2014-15 from 

10/13 Enrollment Report 
(push up) 

East Farms 445 420 427 408 
Noah Wallace 334      * 420 331 316 
Union School 305 340 304 289 
West District 315 380 300 286 
West Woods 673 700 654 648 
IAR 570 700 622 622 
FHS 1274 1450 1217 1229 

*Noah Wallace capacity number was changed in 2009 to reflect the addition of the Preschool. 
 
The analysis identifies six (6) schools as having sufficient capacities.  East Farms 
is the only school over capacity at this time. In 2010-2011 East Farms repurposed 
two special education resource rooms for additional classroom space due to 
enrollment.  In 2011-2012 at East Farms, a shared music space was established to 
free up space for an additional classroom.  In 2012-13, one of the above 
classrooms was able to be returned to a special education resource room and to 
date it continues to be used as a special education resource room. Given the 
elementary school enrollment projections, established capacities, and housing 
developments currently under consideration, annual analyses of school attendance 
zones over time will continue to be important. 
 
 
*Changes noted in bold and italic. 

 



IV.      SUMMARY ANALYSIS OF FACTORS INFLUENCING  
           PROJECTIONS  
 
Changes in school enrollments are related to many factors, including the birth rate, 
in-migration of students, housing availability, local economic factors, and the 
attractiveness of the town.   
 

1.  In-Migration of New Students - Predicting grade-to-grade changes after a 
cohort actually enrolls in kindergarten is difficult, and the persistence ratio 
included on the local enrollment projection chart is intended to reflect future 
changes based on past patterns.  As cohorts of students actually move through the 
grades, the in-migration of students as the cohort moves through the system 
consistently shows a pattern of gradually increasing enrollment grades K through 
eight (8).  The chart below portrays the changes in selected Kindergarten class 
cohorts: 
 
The cohort that started Kindergarten in 2003-04 changes as follows: 
Year Grade  Enrollment Year  Grade Total 
2003-04 Kinder. 281 2009-10 Grade 6 342 
2004-05 Grade 1 310 2010-11 Grade 7 344 
2005-06 Grade 2 321 2011-12 Grade 8 343 
2006-07 Grade 3 330 2012-13 Grade 9 329 
2007-08 Grade 4 331 2013-14 Grade 10 328 
2008-09 Grade 5 340 2014-15 Grade 11 332 
 
The cohort that started Kindergarten in 2006-07 changed as follows: 
Year Grade  Enrollment Year  Grade Total 
2006-07 K 241 2011-12 Grade 5 282 
2007-08 Grade 1 274 2012-13 Grade 6 281 
2008-09 Grade 2 279 2013-14 Grade 7 276 
2009-10 Grade 3 281 2014-15 Grade 8 281 
2010-11 Grade 4 281    
 
The cohort that started Kindergarten in 2009-10 changes as follows: 
Year Grade  Enrollment Year  Grade Total 
2009-10 K 278 2014-15 Grade 5 340 
2010-11 Grade 1 301    
2011-12 Grade 2 301    
2012-13 Grade 3 322    
2013-14 Grade 4 322    
Cohorts fluctuate in size after kindergarten due to the in-migration of students 
across grade levels over the years.   

 



 
 
 
2.  Births - Each year, the number of births recorded in the Town Clerk's Office is 
determined by actually counting each of the birth records on file in Town Hall.  
The recorded births are a key variable in enrollment projections.  Over the past ten 
years, approximately 45-60 more students enrolled in Grade 1 than were born to 
local residents six (6) years earlier.   For analysis purposes, annual births are 
portrayed:   
 
 
 Birth    Recorded Births         
 Year              Town Clerk’s Office         
       1993 230   
  1994 246   
  1995 252   
  1996 230   
  1997 231   
  1998 253   
  1999 243   
  2000 227   
  2001 231   
  2002 213   
  2003 224   
  2004 235   
  2005 217 
  2006 206 
  2007 215  
  2008 206 
  2009          192 
  2010                   192  
  2011 199 
           2012 202 
           2013  163 
           2014 (to 9/1/2014) 134 

 

3.  Building Permits and Housing Developments – Developments that have 
been recently approved but have not yet been constructed are Saw Mill Court 
with five (5) lots off of Sanford Avenue in the Union School district and Tanbark 
with eleven (11) lots off of Plainville Avenue in the West District School district. 
There are four (4) lots to be approved at the end of Wakefield Road off of 
Meadow Road in the Noah Wallace School district.  Presently there are approved 
building lots on the following streets: New Britain Avenue; four (4), Plainville 
Avenue; two (2), Prattling Pond Road; two (2), and Pinnacle Road also; two (2).   

 
 



 

 

The chart below portrays local housing permits: 
 Year  Housing Permits Issued      Year Housing Permits Issued          Year Housing Permits Issued 

1993   106        2002    112               2011     38 

1994   88        2003    88          2012      45 

1995   104        2004    63          2013      47 

1996   111         2005    74          2014      18 (1/2-10/4) 

1997   150         2006    68 

1998   127        2007    43 

1999   124        2008    41 

2000   100         2009    48 

2001  109       2010     59 

Country Club Drive is located off of Town Farm Road and is comprised of one 
(1) lot with 7 homes, with two (2) students attending Farmington High, two (2) 
students attending West Woods Upper Elementary School and three (3) students 
attending East Farms School.  The third phase of Somersby Way is in the final 
stage of development with eleven (11) homes, with five (5) students attending 
Farmington High, one (1) student attending Irving Robbins Middle School, three 
(3) students attending West Woods Upper Elementary School, and five (5) 
students attending Noah Wallace School.  Hendrickson Lane is a development off 
of River Road with one (1) lot and eighteen homes, with three (3) students 
attending Farmington High, three (3) students attending Irving Robbins Middle 
School, four (4) students attending West Woods Upper Elementary School, and 
seven (7) students attending Union School.  Snowberry Cobble is located off of 
Plainville Avenue with fifteen (15) students attending Farmington High, eight (8) 
students attending Irving Robbins Middle School, sixteen (16) students attending 
West Woods Upper Elementary School, and thirty-three (33) students attending 
West District School.  Bridgehampton Crossing is located off of River Road and 
is in the process of being developed. Thus far one (1) student attends Farmington 
High, two (2) students attend Irving Robbins Middle School, two (2) students 
attend West Woods Upper Elementary School, and seven (7) students attended 
Union School. Washington Farms development located off Burlington Road is 
under construction at this time with one (1) student at Farmington High and one 
(1) student at Union School.  Jefferson Crossing is located off of Ely Road in the 
East Farms School district and currently there are no students attending our 
schools.  Metro Realty has developed a 120 unit apartment complex behind the 
Hampton Inn on Colt Highway that is now fully permitted and has one (1) 

 



Farmington High School student and three (3) students attending East Farms 
School .   
West District School and Union School have the greatest potential for new 
students to enroll in grades K-4 due to the increasing number of developments in 
the areas of River Road and Plainville Avenue.  
 
4.  K-12 Private School Enrollments – The Connecticut State Department of 
Education collects data annually on the enrollment of students in private schools 
from each town.  The percentage of students residing in Farmington and enrolled 
in a Connecticut private school has remained relatively consistent over the past 25 
years.  The percentages range from 6% in 2000 to 9% in the mid 1980’s.  The 
chart below summarizes this information for the most recent eight years.  These 
totals do not include private preschool or post-graduate enrollments.   
 
 

Farmington Students Enrolled in CT Private Schools 
 

 K 1-4 5-6 7-8 9-12 Total 
Private 

Public K-
12 

Enrollment 

%  of total  
K-12 

Enrollment 
2005-06 24 44 45 36 145 294 4257 6.9% 
2006-07 22 55 30 35 135 277 4221 6.6% 
2007-08 14 54 31 48 142 289 4166 6.9% 
2008-09 17 41 32 32 130 252 4108 6.1% 
2009-10 12 48 23 33 144 260 4068 6.4% 
2010-11 13 43 29 39 130 254 4009 6.3% 
2011-12 15 37 25 34 146 257 4014 6.4% 
2012-13 13 52 24 37 137 263 3959 6.6% 
2013-14 16 42 29 42 130 259 3946 6.6% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
V. RECOMMENDATION 
 
Board policy requires the Superintendent to report on enrollments each October as 
follows: 

Bylaws of the Board 
Legal Responsibilities of the Board – 9012 
Regulation 9012 
 
“Each October the Board of Education shall receive a report of the actual 
and the projected enrollments for the Farmington schools.  The 
Superintendent shall make the Board aware of the need for school 
expansion, renovation, consolidation, and closing.  In the event that there 
is a need to add, renovate, or close facilities, the Board of Education 
shall establish guidelines for the effective and efficient use of school 
facilities.  These guidelines shall address the quality of education, 
economic factors, and community impact.  The Superintendent of 
Schools shall then submit to the Board of Education, for approval, a plan 
for meeting the established guidelines." 
 

 
Based on the information presented in this report and prior enrollment and school 
space studies, the following recommendations are presented for review, 
discussion, and possible action by the Board of Education:   
                          
To monitor current facility utilization for future planning of special education 
programs as well as adjustments to current programming to meet the needs 
of students in Pre-K through Grade 12.  As enrollment and student need 
increases, there are space and space planning implications for any future 
consideration of specialized programming expansion as well as other 
programming within the school district that align to the district’s priorities, 
Vision of the Graduate, goals, FHS Design Team recommendations, NEASC 
standards, and the district’s continuous improvement efforts. . 

 



1. FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS  
Office of the Superintendent 

 
Building Level Enrollment Projections for 2015-16 

 
Distribution Formula 

(K-4) 
 

East Farms 
 

Noah Wallace 
 

Union 
 

West District 

Retention 
Ratio Formula 

Total 

Grade K 69 58 52 49 228 

Grade 1 74 62 56 52 244 

Grade 2 78 75 63 62 278 

Grade 3 107 65 59 67 298 

Grade 4 99 71 74 70 314 

Total 427 331 304 300 1362 

 

 
 

Distribution 
Formula (K) Push 

Up #s (1-4) 

 
East Farms 

 
Noah Wallace 

 
Union 

 
West District 

 
          Total 

Grade K 69 58 52 49 228 

Grade 1 68 57 51 48 224 

Grade 2 76 73 61 60 270 

Grade 3 104 63 57 65 289 

Grade 4 97 70 73 68 308 

 
Total 

 
414 321 294 290 1319 

 
 
*Changes noted in bold and italic. 

 



Grade K-12 Projections for 2015-16 
 

Retention Ratio  
Chart Projections K-4 West Woods 

5-6 
IAR Middle 

7-8 
FHS 
9-12       Total 

Grades K-4 1362    1340 

Grade 5  314   314 

Grade 6  340   340 

Grade 7   333  333 

Grade 8   289  289 

Grade 9    278 278 

Grade 10    289 289 

Grade 11    318 318 

Grade 12    332 332 

Subtotal 1362 654 622 1217 3855 

*Spec Ed Out of District     30 

Total by Retention Ratio 
Formula     3885 

 

Push Up Numbers 
(1-12) 

K-4 
(Distribution 
Formula-K & 

Push up #s-1-4) 

 
West Woods 

 
IAR Middle 

School 

 
FHS 

 
      Total 

Grades K-4 1299    1299 

Grade 5  308   308 

Grade 6  340   340 

Grade 7   333  333 

Grade 8   289  289 

Grade 9    281 281 

Grade 10    292 292 

Grade 11    324 324 

Grade 12    332 332 

Subtotal 1299 648 622 1229 3798 

*Spec Ed Out of District     30 

Total by Push-Up/ 
Formula     3828 

*Changes noted in bold and italic. 

 



 
FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Office of the Superintendent 
 

Grade K-12 Projections for 2015-16 
  

 
School 

Retention Ratio 
Enrollment 

Projection Chart 

Push Up #s 1-12 
Distribution 
Formula K 

East Farms 427 408 

Noah Wallace 331 316 

Union 304 289 

West District 300 286 

Elementary Subtotal 1362 1299 

   

West Woods 654 648 

IAR 622 622 

FHS 1217 1229 

Spec Ed Out of District 30 30 

Total 3885 3828 
 
 
 
Retention Ratio Formula Projections – For over 30 years, school districts have utilized formula-driven projections as 
a basis for facilities and budget planning. 
 
“Push-Up” Numbers – In response to grade level fluctuations and continuing caution regarding the formula-based 
projections, recent enrollment reports also include projections derived by simply moving current students forward to 
the next grade or “push up” estimates.  The Kindergarten projections included in the push-up projections are derived 
through the retention ratio formula. 
 
 
 
 
 
*Changes noted in bold and italic.  
 
 
 

 



FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

Retention Ratio Enrollment Projection Chart
K-12 Projections - 2015-2019 - October 1, 2014

11/14/2014

Year **Births School Yr K 1 2 3 4 K-4 5 6 5-6 7 8 7-8 9 10 11 12 9-12 OD K-12

2004 235 2009-10 278 295 282 281 281 1417 316 342 658 337 349 686 341 307 329 346 1323 24 4108

2005 217 2010-11 272 301 313 286 281 1453 289 314 603 344 344 688 347 336 289 334 1306 18 4068

2006 206 2011-12 253 295 300 315 296 1459 279 296 575 311 341 652 336 342 323 290 1291 32 4009

2007 215 2012-13 250 284 299 322 324 1479 297 281 578 298 312 610 329 332 339 319 1319 28 4014

2008 206 2013-14 246 266 290 304 322 1428 335 285 620 276 295 571 322 328 321 335 1306 34 3959

2009 192 2014-15 224 270 289 308 308 1399 340 333 673 289 281 570 292 324 332 326 1274 30 3946

Bottom 5 Year Total: 1245 1416 1491 1535 1531 1540 1509 1518 1573 1626 1662 1604 1604

Top 5 Year Total: 1299 1441 1484 1508 1504 1516 1518 1566 1641 1675 1645 1601 1624

Persistence Ratio: 1.09 1.03 1.03 1.02 1.02 1.00 1.00 1.00 0.99 0.99 0.98 1.00

2010 192 2015-16 228 244 278 298 314 1362 314 340 654 333 289 622 278 289 318 332 1217 30 3885

2011 199 2016-17 235 248 251 286 304 1324 320 314 635 340 333 673 286 275 283 318 1162 27 3821

2012 202 2017-18 238 256 256 259 292 1300 310 320 630 314 340 654 330 283 270 283 1166 27 3778

2013 163 2018-19 199 259 263 263 264 1249 298 310 608 320 314 635 337 326 278 270 1210 27 3728

2014 134 2019-20 170 217 267 271 269 1193 269 298 568 310 320 630 311 333 320 278 1242 27 3659
2

Excludes: 8 students attending E.C. Goodwin Technical; 3 students attending 
Bristol Tech; 4 students attending Farmington Valley Diagnostic Center; 7 students 
attending Farmington Valley Transitional Academy;1 student attending Southington 
Vo-Ag; 0 students attending the Greater Hartford Academy of Math and Science 
(full–time); 2 students attending Greater Hartford Academy of the Arts (full-time); 64 
students attending CREC Magnet Schools (of the 64; 27 preK & 12 K); 39 students 
attending Hartford Host Magnet Schools (of the 39; 10 preK & 3 K); 78 preschool 
students at IAR/NW (28 special education students and 50 community students)

Includes: 120 Choice Program Students; 13 students attending FHS Alternative High School; 
17 students attending Greater Hartford Academy of the Arts (partial day); 1 student attending 
Greater Hartford Academy of Mathy and Science (partial day); 1 tuition student.

*  ChoiceProgram students are included starting in 2000-01
** Local birth information from Office of the Farmington Town Clerk



 
CLASSIFICATION:  School-Based Information Item:   V-E      11/17/2014 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:  Learning Lab: A Teacher to Teacher Sharing of Emerging Ideas and Practices  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
On Tuesday, November 4th all FPS faculty came together at the high school to engage in a 
visionary kind of professional development experience. The experience was intentionally entitled 
a "Learning Lab: A Teacher to Teacher Sharing of Emerging Ideas and Practices" to evoke the 
characteristics of inquiry, knowledge building, and the collaborative nature of the work that are 
present in cutting edge research laboratories. 
 
Approximately 65 Farmington teachers presented their work to an audience of their peers. 
Teachers attended 3 sessions of their own choosing and were encouraged to seek new ideas 
beyond their own subject area or grade level. The caliber of sessions offered rivaled that of any 
national education conference and showcased the talent and commitment of our faculty. All 
sessions reflected clear connections to Farmington's vision and mission to engage all students as 
leaders of their own learning. 
 
Another remarkable aspect of this day was the collaborative spirit that came across in all of these 
sessions. Teaming and collaboration are hallmarks of the way we do business in Farmington and 
though some presentations were done by individuals and some by teams, the concept of 
"collective capacity" was clearly at the heart of this kind of continuous improvement. 
 
Feedback on the day was resoundingly positive. We are looking forward to replicating this 
format again! 



 
 

  

 Introduction:  
We are looking forward to Farmington’s “Learning Lab” on the morning of November 4th at Farmington 
High School.  The concept behind the morning is to give time and space for the sharing of and reflecting on 
emerging instructional ideas and practices that are consistent with the Framework (FtL), the Vision of the 
Graduate, and of ideas related to helping students become the “leaders of their own learning”.   
 

This morning is being called a “Learning Lab” to evoke ideas such as inquiry, knowledge seeking, and the social 
construction of knowledge that are present in the most successful research laboratories.  In fact, Kevin Dunbar, 
a researcher who studies how scientists study things, has made two very interesting discoveries (Lehrer, 2009): 

 Contrary to popular opinion, most scientific ideas do not emerge from a solitary researcher working 
alone.  Instead, he found, most scientific ideas emerged from lab meetings in which scientists publicly 
presented their data to others and subsequently engaged in a debate.  Often, the debate was what 
triggered the breakthroughs and led to new theories. 

 The more diverse the expertise in the lab meeting, the more quickly the researchers were able to 
experience a breakthrough.  It turns out that putting a group of people together who are expert at the 
same thing does not provoke the kind of divergent thinking that is necessary to solve problems. 

In that spirit, you may want to choose sessions that may not be in your “area of expertise” and expose yourself 
to new ideas that may seem, at first blush, irrelevant to your discipline or level.  If you approach the day with 
this type of learning stance, a presentation on anchor tasks in an elementary mathematics classroom could 
become a perfect fit for a high school English teacher, for example.  Additionally, keep in mind that the 
presenters are sharing their current practice but that you could be influential in helping them identify their 
“next” practice.  This is truly meant to be a morning for the cross-fertilization of ideas and for conversations 
about promising practices. 
 

The sessions are all described in this booklet and are arranged alphabetically. 
 

 

 Logistics:  
 
 
 
 

 

Learning Lab 

A Teacher to Teacher Sharing of Emerging 

Instructional Ideas and Practices 

 

7:30 – 7:50         Arrive at FHS for coffee and session sign-ups 

8:00 – 8:50         Session #1  

9:00 – 9:50         Session #2  

10:00 – 10:50     Session #3  
 

11:00 – 12:00     Lunch and Travel  
 

12:00 – 3:15       Afternoon PD Program 



 

 Protocol for Signing Up for Sessions:  
 Use the worksheet below to plan for your 1st, 2nd, and 3rd choices in each session. 

 Arrive at FHS between 7:30 and 7:50 and find your principal in or near the cafeteria.   

 He/She will give you 3 labels with your name and basic information. 

 Affix these labels to the session sign-up sheets that will be on tables in the cafeteria.   

 Workshops will be filled on a first-come, first-served basis.  If a sign-up sheet is full, please make another 
selection. 

 Please choose one workshop in each session and make note of which workshop you selected.  These sheets will 
be taken by the presenters of the workshops so that they can know who is in their audience. 

 

 

  

Session 1 Options  Session 2 Options  Session 3 Options 
 Bar Model Boot Camp 

 Close Reading in Action 

 Failing Forward:  Capstone Program 
Lessons Learned 

 Finding Your Voice:  “Teaching Voice 
in Writing” 

 Flip the Classroom 

 Google Spreadsheet:  Making 
Glorious Data Tables & Graphs 

 High Quality Feedback for Formative 
Assessment 

 Inquiry Learning: Foundational Skills 

 Inquiry Learning in Math 

 Learning from Marie Clay:  Small 
Group Reading Instruction 

 Leveraging Large-Group Instruction 
to Teach the VoG 

 The Nuts and Bolts of Writer’s 
Workshop 

 PBIS Communication and the Tier 2 
Phone Call Home 

 Problem Based Learning in a History 
Class 

 Project Based Learning 

 Social Thinking and Learning 

 Students as Teachers 

 Students Leading Learning in a Team 
Teaching Model 

 Text-Based Discussions 

 Throwing Out the Line and Securing 
the Anchor 

 Transitioning to More Student 
Centered Experiences  

 Using Hapara as an Instructional Tool 

 Work Smarter, Not Harder! 

 Working with Students in the 
Academic Middle 

  Bar Model Boot Camp 

 Differentiation:  Equity, Choice, and 
Rigor 

 Digital Writing Notebooks 

 The 8 Essentials for Project Based 
Learning 

 Finding Time with Google Apps 

 Finding Your Voice:  Teaching Voice 

 Google Sites 

 Google Spreadsheet:  Making 
Glorious Data Tables & Graphs 

 Images of Power:  Art, Inquiry, and 
Student Engagement 

 Inquiry Learning: Foundational Skills 

 Introduction to Chromebooks 

 Learning from Marie Clay:  Small 
Group Reading Instruction  

 Make Just One Change – Teaching 
Students to Ask their Own Questions 

 The Nuts and Bolts of Writer’s 
Workshop 

 Problem Based Learning in a History 
Class 

 Quest Based Learning 

 Reasoning Before Writing:  
Introducing an Argument Talk 
Protocol 

 Social Thinking and Learning 

 Students Leading Learning in a Team 
Teaching Model 

 Teacher Exchange Programs and 
Global Competence 

 Text-Based Discussions 

 Tour the Journalism Room 

 Transitioning to More Student 
Centered Experiences  

 Work Smarter, Not Harder! 

  Close Reading in Action 

 Differentiation:  Equity, Choice, and 
Rigor  

 Digital Writing Notebooks 

 The 8 Essentials for Project Based 
Learning 

 Failing Forward:  Capstone Program 
Lessons Learned 

 Finding Time with Google Apps 

 Flip the Classroom 

 Google Sites 

 High Quality Feedback for Formative 
Assessment 

 Images of Power:  Art, Inquiry, and 
Student Engagement 

 Inquiry Learning in Math 

 Introduction to Chromebooks 

 Leveraging Large-Group Instruction 
to Teach the VoG Skills 

 Make Just One Change – Teaching 
Students to Ask their Own Questions 

 PBIS Communication and the Tier 2 
Phone Call Home 

 Project Based Learning 

 Quest Based Learning 

 Reasoning Before Writing:  
Introducing an Argument Talk 
Protocol 

 Students as Teachers 

 Teacher Exchange Programs and 
Global Competence 

 Throwing Out the Line and Securing 
the Anchor 

 Tour the Journalism Room 

 Using Hapara as an Instructional Tool 

 Working with Students in the 
Academic Middle 

     

Session 1 choices  Session 2 choices  Session 3 choices 

1st:  1st:  1st: 

2nd:  2nd:  2nd: 

3rd:  3rd:  3rd: 
 

 

 



 

 
Bar Model Boot Camp 
 

Do bar models make you a little uncomfortable?  Do you 
wake up screaming “part-part-whole” in the middle of the 
night?  Never fear—the math team is here! 
We will be showing you the development of bar models from 
the basic to the challenging.  We will be sharing strategies to 
help students break down multistep problems and the ways 
that the visual model can help all learners. 
You will explore bar models for addition and subtraction 
(that dreaded part-part-whole), multiplication, division, 
fractions, and ratios.  We will share some web based 
resources and apps.  We promise 100% math + satisfaction= 
mathisfaction or your money back! 

 

Presenter (s):  Mike Buccetti & Christina Garrity (ELEM) 
 

 
Digital Writing Notebooks:   
Using Technology to Enhance Student Learning 
 

The use of technology is a 21st century skill that is becoming 
more evident in our school systems and one day the 
traditional writing notebook may no longer exist.  As most 
writing is beginning to take on the form of digital text, 
students need to learn how to transfer strategies learned 
using a traditional writing notebook with pencil and paper to 
their digital work.  Digital notebooks can be made using 
SMARTboard technology, Microsoft Word, PowerPoint and 
even Google Docs and Slides.  In this session teachers will be 
able to create and learn how to use a digital writing 
notebook as a tool to enhance student learning and will 
practice these skills by creating a digital notebook of their 
own.  Teachers are encouraged to bring samples of their 
own writing so they can transfer it to their digital notebooks.   

Presenter (s):  Lauren Palermino (WWUES) 
 

 
Close Reading in Action 
 

The term close reading can mean many things to many 
different people.  This session will look at close reading rituals 
discussed by Christopher Lehman and Kate Roberts in Falling in 
Love with Close Reading.  We will examine what close reading 
is and when we can use this strategy in our classrooms to meet 
the Common Core State Standards and help our students work 
towards the Vision of the Graduate.  Teachers will engage in 
their own close reading as well as examine close reading in 
action in the classroom.   

 

Presenter (s):  Kim Giesing and Jessica Voloshin (ELEM) 
 

 
The 8 Essentials of Project-Based Learning  
 

Have you always wondered how to make your projects more 
meaningful and engaging to students?  A project is 
meaningful if it fills two criteria—students must perceive it 
as personally meaningful AND it must fulfill an educational 
purpose.  Together, we will look at the eight essential steps 
for project based learning and how to implement them in 
your classroom projects.  Bring a project you would like to 
work on.  Teams of teachers working on the same project 
are encouraged to join. 
 

Presenter (s):  Joanne White & Nyla Tresser (FHS) 
 

 
Differentiation:  Teaching Students to Read  
and Write Complex Texts Through the Lens  
of Equity, Choice, and Rigor  
 

Research indicates that tracking students by ability creates a 
“poverty of learning.”  This session will explore why we must 
recognize and react to the inequity created by ability 
grouping.  With a focus on literacy development across all 
content areas, participating will think about strategies for 
designing curriculum and providing differentiated instruction 
for the diverse learners who populate a “de-leveled” 
classroom. 

Presenter (s):  Dan Tartarelli & Jill Pilon (FHS) 
 

 
Failing Forward:  What We’ve Learned About  
Teaching and Learning Through the Capstone  
Program  
 

The FHS Capstone Program has been fraught with challenges 
from the start.  Come learn about the program’s origins, 
development and current format in this session focused on 
how we and our students have taken risks, make mistakes, 
and come to a greater understanding of ourselves and the 
learning process through the experience.  This session will 
provide attendees with a chance to view student work and 
to discuss how we, as a learning community, might foster the 
skills and dispositions necessary for student success. 
 

Presenter (s):  Martha Burr (FHS) 
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Finding Time with Google Apps for Education 
 

Do you want to learn some tips, tricks, extensions, and apps 
that can save you hours over the course of the year?  After 
having just returned from the Google Summit, we will offer 
you some time saving techniques that you can use 
immediately.  Attendees will have the opportunity to work on 
a chromebook or you may bring your own device. (Ipads are 
not ideal for this session.) 
 

Presenter (s):  Nancy Carlson & Kelly Stokoe (FHS) 
 

 
Google Spreadsheet:   
Making Glorious Data Tables & Graphs 
 

Love the ability to remotely access, store and easily share 
Google created documents?  Want to leave Microsoft Office 
products behind, or at least add Google documents to your 
repertoire?  Still want to demand from your students a high 
level of presentation quality tables and graphs?  Come learn 
about using Google spreadsheet to produce top quality data 
tables and graphs.  

Presenter (s):  Eric Tucker (FHS) 
 

 
Finding Your Voice:  
 “Teaching Voice in Writing” 
 

Use mentor texts to teach student writers the concept of 
voice in writing, as well as how to plan and create a strong 
‘voice’ in their writing.  We will examine examples of authors 
creating a particular voice and will examine the use of 
specific techniques to do so.  The focus will be on memoir 
and narrative writing, though the skills can be transferred to 
other types of writing as well.  
 

Presenter (s):  Katie Brennan (IAR) 
 

 
High Quality Feedback for  
Formative Assessment 
 

Participants will learn how to look at student work and 
provide high quality feedback that moves learning forward.  
The difference between providing feedback versus grading 
will be discussed along with techniques to facilitate self and 
peer feedback.  Student work samples will be from the ninth 
grade science curriculum, however, the workshop will be 
applicable to all faculty. 
 

Presenter (s):  James Compton (FHS) 
 

 
Flip the Classroom 
 

Teachers will explore educational media streaming sources that 
can be used to differentiate instruction or “flip the classroom” 
without creating their own multimedia.  Best practice of using 
multimedia for instruction and perspective of the benefits and 
pitfalls from teachers currently using these sources will be 
shared. 
 

Presenter (s):  Andy Marshall (FHS) 

 
Images of Power:   
Art, Inquiry, and Student Engagement 
 

Teachers attending this session will explore ways in which art 
can launch discussions of narrative, history, power and 
culture.  Looking at the work of two contemporary artists, 
participants will learn to deconstruct art as a text, find 
meaning in the narrative, and engage students in the 
process.  Rubrics on culturally-responsive curriculum will be 
shared.  Teachers will have the opportunity to work in 
collaborative teams to begin the planning of a successful 
installation that is narrative, provocative, and visually 
appealing.  Bring your cell phones or digital cameras! 

Presenter (s):  Julie Sawyer and  Lauren Allen-Jones (FHS) 

 
Google Sites:  An Introduction to  
Creating A Transparent Classroom 

 

In this beginners workshop you will learn how to create a 
simple teacher website using Google sites.  A teacher 
website is a direct way to let parents and students see what 
is happening in your classroom.  Online tutorials will be 
available to use after the workshop to help you update and 
maintain your site.  To prepare, please upload a few pictures 
onto your drive account or bring them on a storage device.    
 

Presenter (s):  Suzie Magnee (ELEM) 

 
Inquiry Learning:  Developing Students’  
Foundational Skills and Behaviors 
 

In this workshop, teachers will conduct their own inquiry 
into how they currently develop the VoG skills and work 
habits that students need in order to engage in challenging 
inquiry and research work.  You will reflect on a video of 
students who are engaged in inquiry work and then revise 
our working document of Inquiry Skills, including checklists, 
to fit your individual classroom needs. 

 

Presenter (s):  Heidi DeFlippo and Ann Hughes (ELEM) 
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Inquiry Learning in Math 
 

 
Teachers will learn how to incorporate inquiry into the math 
classroom using our Math in Focus resources.  Teachers will 
see how the take the BIG IDEA from the Chapter 
Opener/Recalling Prior Knowledge of any chapter and make 
it inquiry driven.  This inquiry will allow teachers to 
formatively assess student understanding of skills as they 
begin new chapters.  Presenters will take teachers through a 
math inquiry using a chapter from Math in Focus.  Teachers 
will then have the opportunity to plan with teammates and 
presenters to try this with a future chapter at their grade 
level. 

 

Presenter(s):  Ellen Burstein, Tara Lucidon, Sue Woelfel       
                          (ELEM) 
 

 
Learning from Marie Clay:   
Recharging Small Group Reading  
Instruction for Struggling Readers K-2 
 
Reading Recovery is a research-based literacy intervention for at-risk 
first grade readers with powerful proven results.  Town-wide 
Reading Recovery teachers will highlight segments of a Reading 
Recovery lesson and share instructional techniques that can be used 
in the classroom with struggling readers.  Emphasis will be placed on 
how to support our struggling readers with alternative ways of 
solving new challenges in literacy, while building on the student’s 
strengths. 
 

Presenter (s):  Kathy Jorge, Kathy Klemanski, Meghan 
Lamarre, Erin Nock, Gina Trusiewicz & Julie Witter (ELEM) 
 

 
Introduction to Chromebooks 
 

 

In this beginner’s workshop, teachers will discover how to 
use Chromebooks for maximum efficiency, collaboration and 
engagement.  Topics covered include: Navigating keyboard 
functions and shortcuts, navigating Chromebook apps, 
creating products in GoogleDocs (including GoogleForms), 
and an introduction to GoogleDrive and how to access 
student work through that application.  Additionally, 
teachers will have the opportunity to explore several 
websites that can be accessed through the Chromebooks 
that can be used to enrich learning (Wallwisher, Story 
Jumpers, Spelling City, Think Central, Mr. Nussbaum, 
Starwalk).   

 

Presenter (s):  Angie Simpson (ELEM) 

 
Leveraging Large-Group Instruction 
 to Teach the VoG Skills 
 

This presentation will highlight teaching strategies used to 
support student-directed learning using a variety of feedback 
for large groups of students.  The presenters will provide 
examples of how they use learning targets and peer 
assessments to support student mastery of standards.  The 
presentation will showcase a collaborative project high school 
musicians completed while working towards mastery of the 
Vision of the Graduate skills. 
 

Presenter (s):  Katie Carlson & Tom Johnston (FHS) 
 

 
Journalism as a Case Study:  Students  
Becoming Leaders of Their Own Learning 
 

This seminar will focus on getting students to not only lead 
their own learning but to also assist in the learning of others. 
Strategies will be introduced that assist in student 
engagement and inquiry as students become the teachers of 
each other and continuously reflect throughout the process.  
Participants will first view what the classroom looks like 
before the teacher and a journalism student lead the 
discussion in the implementation of these strategies.  

Presenter (s):  Mary Jo Valenzuela and Journalism Student 
                           (FHS) 

 
Make Just One Change (QFOCUS) –  
Teaching Students to Ask their Own Questions  

 
This workshop session will focus on using instructional 
strategies that improve students’ skills in asking their own 
questions and directing their own research.  Teachers will 
learn about the Question Formulation Technique (QFT) and 
participate in activities using social studies content that 
demonstrate how to improve students’ abilities to ask 
thoughtful questions to use in their research.  Teachers will 
have an opportunity to work on developing a way to utilize 
this instructional technique in their own class/subject area. 
 

Presenter (s):  Evan Belisle, Nate Casarella & George 
Guignino (IAR) 
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The Nuts and Bolts of Writer’s Workshop 
 

In this session, we will introduce some of the fundamental 
components of Writer’s Workshop.  Drawing on the work of 
Penny Kittle, Linda Rief, and Kelly Gallagher, among others, we 
will provide an overview of ways teachers can use the Writer’s 
Workshop model to support developing writers in grades 6-12.  
This session will address: 
• Teaching the writing process with metacognition in mind 
• Using mentor-texts to create mini-lessons 
• The role of the teacher as a coach who shares his or her own 
writing process 
This session will feature a PowerPoint overview of core ideas 
and techniques, videos illustrating the techniques in action in 
classrooms, instructional materials, and time for discussion. 
 

Presenter (s):  Michelle Tardiff & Jessica Tolles (FHS) 
 

 
Project Based Learning  
 

Learn about the essentials of Project-Based Learning through 
a sample project students completed last year.   Students 
took on the role of a Costa Rican study abroad company 
charged with developing the orientation for new 
participants.  One of their tasks was to prepare others for 
how to communicate with others during emergency 
situations.  Students identified the potential emergencies 
and presented the information to their peers.  Students were 
also responsible for monitoring the learning process of their 
peers by developing and monitoring group norms and 
checking for understanding.  The structure and the lessons 
learned can be applied to any classroom. 
 

Presenter (s):  Kelly Vaughn (FHS) 
 

 
PBIS Communication and the  
Tier 2 Phone Call Home  
 

This workshop will provide participants with some practical 
strategies for effective communication with students and 
parents.  Through an exploration of perspective taking, 
classroom rules, and positive behavior techniques, teachers 
will be able to take a more proactive approach to shaping 
positive student behavior.  Teachers will also have a chance to 
learn and practice making productive phone calls to parents.  
Get to “Yes” in 5 minutes or less!  Cases will be reviewed if 
time permits, so bring challenging cases or your classroom 
rules. 
 

Presenter (s):  Chris Garrahan (FHS) 
 

 
Quest Based Learning in the Classroom  
for Personalized Learning 
 

The FHS Biology team has been using game learning to deliver 
content in a personalized, time-independent environment 
where students choose their own path through the curriculum 
for the introductory units in College Prep and Honors Biology. 
In QBL, content is delivered as a series of quests for students 
to complete.  Content strands have unique series of chained 
quests, building on a hierarchy of understanding, that have to 
be mastered before unlocking and moving onto the next 
quest. 
We will share what we have learned, what we have done and 
what we would do differently using this model of content 
delivery. 

Presenter (s):  Charles Forstbauer (FHS) 
 

 
Problem Based Learning in a History Class 
 

How do nations justify the decision to go to war?  How do we 
know those decisions are just? My workshop will demonstrate 
how I planned and taught a problem-based learning project in 
World History II that explores these and other essential questions.  
Participants in the workshop will have an opportunity to discuss 
how to adapt a problem-based learning approach to essential 
understandings and provide students opportunities to research 
and propose solutions to a real-world problem.  The project, 
“Appeasement, Aggression and Diplomacy:  The Sudetenland 
Crisis of 1938 and the Munich Accords”, will demonstrate how to 
create and assess a problem-based investigation through 
research, revision, presentation and debate of diplomatic 
responses to Germany’s takeover of Czechoslovakia on the eve of 
World War II.   

 

Presenter (s):  Louise Campbell (FHS) 

 
Reasoning Before Writing:  Introducing an        
Argument Talk Protocol 
 
 
This workshop will focus on the idea of teaching content 
through the use of argument and helping students build 
their reasoning skills before they start to work on creating a 
piece of argument writing.  Participants will learn the 
protocol process and how to teach their students to use it 
with their content area.  The workshop will provide actual 
materials used in the IAR grade 7 social studies curriculum 
that help students become better at developing a quality 
argument. 
 

Presenter (s):  Dan Mikulak & Sophie Nuccio (IAR) 
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Social Thinking and Learning 
 

Social Thinking and Learning will help FPS teachers                   
(K-12) understand students with social learning/pragmatic 
challenges.  We will describe the development of social 
learning and social communication and their relationship to 
social skills, peer relationships and collaboration.  A training 
and treatment framework referred to as “Social Thinking” will 
be introduced.  The training aspect of Social Thinking is 
referred to as the ILAUGH Model, an acronym representing 
how different aspects of the school and home day require core 
social knowledge and then how we use this knowledge to 
produce our social skills as well as participate successfully in 
specific academic tasks.  This presentation will include videos 
and group activities. 

Presenter (s):  Denise Sanady & Colleen Occhino (IAR) 

 
Teacher Exchange Programs and  
Global Competence 
 

During this past year, we participated in a teacher exchange 
program with teachers from South Korea, Australia and the 
UK.  The purpose of this session is to share our experiences 
and reflections with Farmington teachers and administrators.  
The experience helped us to analyze the different education 
styles and reflect on our personal teaching practices. 
As a district that embraces the ever-evolving 21st century skills, 
we hope to begin a dialogue in this session on the idea of Global 
Competence.  What is Global Competence?  What does a globally 
competent student look like?  What does Global Competence look 
like in your classroom? 
 

Presenter (s):  Shannon Borror, Amy Clark-Garcia & Jean 
Molloy (WWUES & IAR) 

 
Students as Teachers 
 

This workshop will demonstrate a method for teachers to 
help students become teachers and leaders of their own 
learning.  Teachers will see examples of “quick and easy” 
ways to empower students to lead in the classroom.  The 
presenter will walk teachers through the planning process of 
setting students up for leadership success.  Teachers will 
then have an opportunity to try it out and think about how 
to incorporate this method in reading, writing or math. 
 

Presenter (s):  Vicky Chu (ELEM) 

 
Text-Based Discussions: 
How to Make Conversations Meaningful  
 

Teaching students to talk perceptively and seriously about 
literature requires a guided and gradual approach.  This 
workshop will explore ways to build a classroom 
environment in which students feel comfortable and 
confident talking about literature.  We will also discuss how 
to ensure that students actively and appropriately 
participate in discussion.  Furthermore, teaching students to 
think deeply about what they read is necessary for a 
discussion that goes beyond a superficial plot summary.  
Participants will leave with suggestions to use in their own 
classroom.  
 

Presenter (s):  Elizabeth Smith & Tricia Troxell (IAR) 
 

 
Students Leading Their Learning in a  
Team Teaching Model 
 

In this session, presenters will demonstrate a model lesson 
from their 6

th
 grade co-taught math class highlighting 

strategic planning, unpacking learning targets, 
differentiation, quick checks for understanding throughout 
the lesson, and students leading their own learning.  
Participants are encouraged to bring materials for an 
upcoming lesson or unit and may want to attend with their 
team teaching partner.  A team teaching partner could be a 
co-teacher, push-in support person, or subject area partner.  
A template will be provided and time will be given to help 
you/your team choose and plan aspects of this design that 
work well in your classroom. 
 

Presenter (s):  Vanessa Therrien & Christine Todd (WWUES) 
 

 
Throwing Out the Line and  
Securing the Anchor 
 
Are you experimenting with anchor tasks in math?  Are you 
finding it tricky to stay afloat and keep your ship from sinking 
as you work to meet the needs of a diverse group of 
learners?  Feeling, at times, like the line is coming loose and 
some of your passengers might be drifting out to sea?  This 
workshop will provide you with tips and teacher moves to 
manage, support, and extend student thinking before, during 
and after a math anchor task.  Examples of anchor tasks, 
student responses and teacher led debriefing will focus on 
elementary level math, but strategies are applicable to all 
levels. 

Presenter (s):  Emily Dube & Katherine Helfrich (ELEM) 
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Transitioning to More  
Student-Centered Experiences  
 

 

This session will being with an overview of changes in middle 
school math experiences for students.  The team will share how 
they support each other in continually working to improve those 
experiences.  A variety of examples of ways we are guiding 
students to take ownership for their own learning will be given 
throughout the session.  While the examples will be from math 
classes, teachers of other subjects will be able to transfer some 
ideas to their own classrooms.  The team will also discuss some of 
the struggles we have had.  Participants in the session will have 
opportunities to join the discussion. 

Presenter (s):  Christine Bonini, Ashley Burke, Jim McNamara 
& Judy Narvesen (IAR) 
 

 
Working with Students in the Academic Middle  
 

AVID--Advancement via Individual Determination 
 

Do you want to learn more about the AVID elective at FHS?  Do 
you need instructional strategies for struggling students?  Join us 
for a brief presentation and Q&A session about AVID, the WICOR 
method (writing, inquiry, collaboration, organization and reading) 
and a lesson using AVID instructional strategies.  We will show you 
a research based note-taking strategy to improve student 
performance that you can employ in your classroom immediately. 
 

Presenter (s):  Jessica Schirano & Brooke Stanziale (FHS) 

 
Using Hapara as an Instructional Tool 
 

 

Have you ever wondered how to efficiently and quickly create 
and share documents and resources with all your students?  
Or, have you wondered how to access and view all your 
students’ files?  Using the Google application called Hapara, 
teachers can do just that.  With the dashboard capabilities, 
teachers can view student work to provide feedback and 
share different versions of documents with students, directly 
into organized folders.  In this professional development 
session, you will practice the process of sharing files and 
resources as well as learn ways to use this tool in reading, 
writing, and math to both provide feedback and content 
areas resources. 

Presenter (s):  Ashley  Cole & Kim Nardini (ELEM) 
 

 

 
Work Smarter, Not Harder!  
 

We tell our students this all the time, but guess what?  It 
goes for teachers too!  Are you looking for new ways to 
make your teaching stick?  Are you a fan of well-made charts 
that really teach AND increase student independence?  This 
workshop is based on the book Smarter Charts by Martinelli 
and Mraz, authors of favorite teacher blog, Chart Chums! In 
this workshop you will learn how to create smarter charts 
that differ based on purpose, deepen student engagement, 
help students retain more, and help YOU focus your 
teaching! 

Presenter (s):  Jessica Jusseaume (ELEM) 
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CLASSIFICATION:  School-Based Information Item: V-E    11/17/2014 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:  Farmington High School Connect  
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
FHS Connect, the high school advisory program, will be conducting a Community 
Giveback Day on Friday, November 7.  This year’s event is an expanded version 
of last year's program, which was very successful and helped to inspire this year's 
school slogan, "One school--one community--one us." 
 
The plan is below. 

 
Giveback Plan: 

Giveback # of 
Groups 

In-class Activity 
(to be done first) 

Group Activity 
(to be done after in-

class activity) 

Drop off 
Location & 

Point 
Person 

Give 2 
Troops 

50 Write individual letters in 
your classroom to soldiers 
that are serving overseas. 
Paper will be available in the 
teachers lounge on Thursday 
afternoon and Friday 
morning. Letters should not 
be placed in envelopes 
because they must be 
screened first. (see 
suggestions below) 

Bring your donations 
down to the large gym. 
 There will be tables 
identified by signs for the 
sorting of items.  You 
will be sorting them 
based on the type of item 
being donated.  You will 
also be boxing the items 
for delivery.  

Large Gym 
(Carl Johnson 
and Kim 
Ambroise) 

Books for 
Burns 

31 Write a message inside each 
of the books that will be 
donated. (see suggestions 
below) 

Bring books down to the 
Large section of the 
cafeteria.  You will then 
assist in the sorting and 
boxing of books for 
delivery to the school. 
 There will be signs in 
different locations 
marking the different age 
groups for books.   

Large section 
of Cafeteria 
(Brooke 
Stanziale, 
Jessica 
Schirano and 
Jill Pilon) 

Toys for 
Kids 

8 Write letters in your 
classroom for each of the 
presents that you are giving. 
 There will be paper and 

Bring the presents down 
to the Staples House 
located in front of the 
Public Library as a group. 

Staples House 
(Mike Baxer & 
Eric Tucker) 



  

envelopes available in the 
teachers lounge on Thursday 
afternoon and Friday 
morning. Try to give a brief 
message and why you chose 
this gift.  

Meals for 
Farmington 

8 None, take some time to sort 
your food items in the 
classroom.   

Bring your food 
donations to the small 
section of the cafe where 
you will help sort and 
box up the donations. 
 You will then bring 
them down to the 
auditorium loading dock. 

Small Section 
of Cafeteria & 
auditorium 
loading dock. 
(Tom 
McGinnis) 

Campus 
Crawl 

16 None, immediately head out 
after the 905 News to begin 
your work. There will be 2 
material stations (student 
parking lot entrance and 
main office entrance) for 
gloves and garbage bags as 
you head out. 
 

Complete the cleanup or 
project that your group 
has committed to doing. 
 If another group is in an 
area picking up find 
another one to work on. 
 Keep track of the time. 
   

Student 
parking lot 
entrance and 
Main office 
entrance 
(Mike 
O’Connell)  

 



  

            
 
TITLE:   Former IAR student welcomed back to school for Veterans Day. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
On Monday, November 10, 2014 IAR math teacher Jim McNamara addressed students about the 
significance of Veterans Day.  Mr. McNamara spent 28 years in the United States Air Force 
Reserves.  He served tours of duty in Operations Just Cause, Desert Storm and Iraqi Freedom 
before retiring in 2011 year with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel.  Mr. McNamara shared with 
students the hardships and 
sacrifices veterans often face 
while defending the United 
States and protecting our 
freedoms.  He urged students to 
reach out and thank veterans for 
their tremendous service to and 
sacrifice for our nation.  Mr. 
McNamara then thanked Lance 
Corporal Kyle Burt who visited 
IAR that day.  LCpl. Burt 
attended IAR from 2003 to 2005 
and graduated from Farmington 
High School in 2009.  He joined 
the Marines the following year 
and in April 2011 was deployed 
to Helmand Province in southern 
Afghanistan where he served for 
more than a year.  LCpl. Burt, 
who was injured in the line of duty and subsequently awarded the Purple Heart, now serves in 
the U.S. Marine Reserves.  LCpl. Burt also addressed the students and shared how the Marines 
provided him with both discipline and direction and how grateful veterans are when their service 
and sacrifice are acknowledged by civilians.  After Mr. McNamara’s remarks, LCpl. Burt visited 
a number of classes to greet students and to see his former teachers.  It was very touching to see 
so many of our current students coming up to LCpl. Burt in the hallways to shake his hand and 
thank him for his service. 
 
 
 



West Woods Upper Elementary 2014 Fun Run Wrap Up 

On Thursday, October 9, the West Woods Physical Education staff hosted their annual fun run after 
school.  Almost 150 5th and 6th graders participated in the run.  The course runs through the school 
grounds.  In addition to our incredible West Woods students, 23 teachers showed up to support our 
runners either as course marshals or runners themselves. The Fun Run provides all West Woods 
students the opportunity to participate in a fun, encouraging environment with the sole purpose of 
getting students moving! 

  

 

 



EAST FARMS KINDERGARTNERS WORKIN GCOOPERATIVELY 

East Farms Kindergartners are learning to work cooperatively with teachers and friends. In 
school, they lead and advance their learning when they think and talk about ideas with 
classmates. 

 

Kindergartners are leaders and group members in the classroom. 

 

 

 

Kindergarten teachers teach children that they not only learn from the teacher, but that they learn 
from each other. Teachers facilitate students being leaders of their own learning by giving them 
opportunities for choice.  A child who chooses to read to a small group of peers, may be 
replicating what the teacher has modeled during a read-aloud.  The teacher encourages writers to 
choose stories to share on the document camera.  The student can show and tell the class what 
she has been working on as a writer. Teacher prompting enables kindergartners to practice and 
reflect on skills they are learning and to begin to see that they can be leaders of their own 
learning.  
 

 

 



Noah Wallace’s SMARTE Space in Action! 
 
Last spring, our school was awarded a Noah Wallace Fund grant to convert our computer 
lab into a Maker Space. We named it the Noah Wallace SMARTE Space because it provides 
time, space, opportunity, tools, and resources to integrate learning in the areas of science, 
math, the arts, reading writing, technology, and engineering (SMARTE.)  Now, our space is 
up and running and students have been busy with several projects in our new SMARTE 
Space! 

 
Fourth graders have been working in the space on a 
number of projects. First, they worked in groups of four 
to use problem solving, and innovation to design 
obstacle courses to slow the speed of a ball down a 
ramp.  Throughout the process, students also studied 
effective teamwork skills as a way to develop norms for 
collaboration.  Then, they completed a science unit on 
land and water.  In small inquiry groups, they used 
critical thinking and reasoning skills to investigate 
research questions, such as: 

 
● How does the sun’s energy affect the water cycle? 
● How do natural disasters affect the face of the land? 
● How does the earth’s surface change? 

 
Students used materials in the SMARTE space to design creative and engaging ways to 
communicate their research findings to their peers.  Some examples of final projects 
included stop motion video, simulations of natural disasters, and Prezi presentations.  
 
Kindergarten students in the EXCL program visited the SMARTE space to create musical 
instruments with recycled materials.  They learned about ‘upcycling,’ transforming an item 
that is no longer needed into something useful.  They used a variety  
of cardboard materials to design and create different instruments, including stringed 
instruments, kazoos, and drums.  They ended with a jam session led by Mrs. Kenyon, our 
music teacher. 
 
These are just a few of the ways our new SMARTE Space is supporting students as they 
experience integrated learning across content areas and develop the thinking and learning 
skills needed to reach high levels of achievement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Union School Kindergarten Students Visit to Unionville Museum 

 

 

 

On October 21st the kindergarteners went on a field trip to the Unionville Museum to visit the 
“Happy 75th Birthday, Union School” exhibit. A tour of the museum was given by Unionville 
residents and graduates of Union School, Rick Labadia and Patty LeBouthillier. The exhibit 
opened in March and closes on November 9th. The older students in the school had visited in the 
spring of 2014. Kindergarteners learned what the school and village looked like throughout the 
years as well as what it was like to be a student in years past.  



 
 
            
 
TITLE:   Grade 1 Writers Get to Work at West District School 
 
Author and Reading Specialist, Mrs. Shamburg, stopped by to talk about how 
“real” writers plan out their story ideas before they write.  Authors share their 
stories with friends and classmates to get feedback to make their stories better. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First grade writers are learning how to plan a story by “touching and telling”. The 
first graders choose a small idea topic; tell the story to their partner by touching the 
pages and telling the partner what they will write on each page.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
 



CLASSIFICATION:  Superintendent's Report         Item:  V-F  11/17/2014 
             
              
TITLE:  Professional Appointments, Resignations and Professional Development 

Activities 
              
 
 
 
Professional Appointments 
None 
 
 
 
Resignations 
Sanjay Rambhia, a math teacher at Farmington High School, has resigned his position effective 
November 26, 2014. 
 
Sherri Pereira, a math teacher at Farmington High School, has resigned her position effective 
Novemer 26, 2014. 
 
 
 
Leaves of Absence 
None 
 
 
 
 
Retirements 
None 

 



CLASSIFICATION:  Unfinished Business         Item:  VI-B          11/17/2014 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:  Approval of 6000 Policy Series Revisions and Updates 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The following policies have been updated or are newly recommended policies recommended by 
the Board’s attorney and are aligned to the Connecticut General State Statutes. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
To approve the revisions and updates to the 6000 policy series. 
 
VOTE REQUIRED 
 



FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
INSTRUCTION

SERIES 6000

Curriculum - Administrative Regulation REVISED 6140A

Grading/Assssment Systems REVISED 6146.1

IDEA - Alternative Assessments for Students NEW 6147

Credit for Online Courses NEW 6148

Instructional Departments/Teams

Instructional Departments REVISED 6150

Instructional Resources

Home Schooling - Administrative Regulation REVISED 6172.3A

Promotion & Retention NEW 6203

Parental Communication/Involvement

Parental Access to Instructional Material NEW 6210



























CLASSIFICATION:  Unfinished Business     Item: VI-C           11/17/2014 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:  Approval of Revisions to Policy #9325.2 – Order of Business 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Policy #9325.2 has been revised to include a consent agenda to all future Board of Education 
Agendas. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
To approve the revisions to policy #9325.2 Order of Business. 
 
VOTE REQUIRED 





CLASSIFICATION:  Superintendent’s Report     Item:  VII-A                    11/17/14 
             
              
TITLE:  Full Day Kindergarten Update and Discussion 
              
 
 
The Board of Education will continue its review and discussion of full day kindergarten.  
 
(VOTE REQUIRED) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CLASSIFICATION:  Executive Session    Item:   XIII-A   11/17/2014 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:  Legal Matter 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Executive Session  
To adjourn the meeting to executive session as permitted by Connecticut General Statutes 
Section 1-225(a) for the following purposes as allowed by Section 1-200(6), that is 
 

Discussion of a matter which would result in the disclosure of public records or the 
information contained therein except from disclosure under the FOIC described in 
subsection (b) section 1-201.  

 
That attendance in the Executive Session shall be limited to: 
 Members of the Board of Education 
 Superintendent of Schools 
 Assistant Superintendent 
 Business Administrator 
 
 Others whose “testimony or opinion” is required for the period their presence is 

necessary to present information related to the purpose of the Executive Session.  
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