
Farmington Board of Education 
Farmington, CT 

 
Meeting Agenda 

___________________________________________________________ 
Monday, November 26, 2012                7:00 pm                                      FHS Library 
  
I. Call to Order  
 
II. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
III. Approval of Minutes:  November 13, 2012    VOTE NEEDED 
 
IV. Inviting and Receiving Public Comment and Communications 
 
V. Consideration of Superintendent's Report 

A. CAPSS Student Awards 
B. Collaborative Inquiry 
C. PODs – Personally Owned Devices 
D. Strategic Planning and Accountability for Continuous Improvement (School and 

Program Development Plans, 2012-2013) 
E. BOE 2011-2012 Goal Results for Town Council’s Strategic Plan 
F. Technology & Instruction Plan for 2013-2014 
G. Professional Appointments, Resignations, and Professional Development Activities 
H. School-Based Information 

 
VI.     Report of Board Chair 
 
VII. Update of Committee Meeting Dates 
 A. Personnel/Negotiations – Paula O’Brien, Chair 

B. Policy – Betsy Kaplan, Chair 
C. Curriculum – Melanie Meehan, Chair 
D. Communications/Public Relations – Ellen Siuta, Chair 

 
VIII. Report of Committee Liaisons 

A.   CREC Liaison – Mary Grace Reed 
 B. FHS School-to-Career Committee – Bernie Erickson 
 C. FOCUS – Ellen Siuta (Jon Landry, Alt) 
 D. Farmington Public School Foundation – Meredith Trimble (Paula O’Brien, Alt) 
 E Superintendent’s Interscholastic Athletics Advisory Committee – Melanie Meehan 
 F.   Chamber of Commerce – Bill Beckert (Mary Grace Reed, Alt) 
 G. Town and Board Joint Green Initiative – Mary Grace Reed/Bernie Erickson 
 H. Ad-Hoc Cafeteria – Bernie Erickson/Jon Landry 
  
IX. Unfinished Business 
 A. Budget Impact 
 
X. New Business 
 A. Policy Review 1st Reading – Bylaws:  Order of Business, #9325.2  VOTE NEEDED 
 
 
   



XI. Consideration of Future Agenda Items 
 
XII. Inviting and Receiving Public Comments and Communications 
 
XIII. *Executive Session 
 A. Negotiations 
  
XIV. Adjournment 
 
 
For the Chair of the Board of Education, 
 
 
 
Kathleen C. Greider 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
cc:  Town Clerk – PLEASE POST 



CLASSIFICATION: Superintendent's Report Item:  V-A      11/26/12 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:  Connecticut Association of Public Schools Superintendents Award  
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Farmington Valley Superintendents Association will recognize 
Superintendent’s Award recipients from Farmington Valley towns at a special 
luncheon at the Farmington Country Club on November 30.  Superintendents 
invite students, their parents and their principals to participate in this annual award 
luncheon.   
 

Farmington High School – John Mastroianni 
 

John Mastroianni has been exceptional in every respect since he entered 
Farmington High School.  Teachers and peers continually express admiration for 
his accomplishments and his character.  For three years, John has been a soft-
spoken, but determined leader of students.  Given his accomplishments as a 
member of the high school Green Teams, he was appointed the only student 
representative to the Tools for Schools committee.  John is also an accomplished 
musician, having been a member of the school’s elite instrumental ensembles.  In 
addition to challenging himself with a demanding course of study, filled with 
Advanced Placement courses, he is an all-state musician and the captain of the 
crew team.  Key to fulfilling his career goal, which is to be an engineer, John has 
participated actively in Project Lead the Way and he has completed an engineering 
internship under the supervision of the engineering department in the Farmington 
Town Hall.  Last May, John was elected to the presidency of Farmington High 
School’s student council, a position that, in light of his exceptional contributions to 
student government over his first three years, he was deeply qualified to assume.  
His work to this point in his senior year, particularly with respect to his advocacy 
on behalf of students, gives every indication that his legacy will be substantive.  
 
 

Irving A. Robbins Middle School – Navva Sedigh 
 

Navva Sedigh is an eighth grade student at Irving A. Robbins Middle School in 
Farmington.  She attended Noah Wallace School and West Woods Upper 
Elementary School.  According to her teachers, Navva is an intellectually curious 
student with a strong work ethic.  At the same time, she is very modest about her 
accomplishments.  Navva is known as an exceptionally kind, caring and 
compassionate person.  At IAR, Navva has been an active member of IAR’s 
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environmental club, the Green Team, for the past two years.  She currently serves 
as the secretary of the Green Team and leader of its Outreach Committee which 
focuses on eliminating global poverty.  She has participated in the annual 
Farmington River Clean-up event.   Navva is an avid and accomplished soccer 
player and plays in three different leagues in the area.  She also volunteers at 
several soccer camps in town and serves as a referee in two different youth 
leagues.  To round out her busy schedule, Navva served as captain of IAR’s 
volleyball team this year and plays cello in IAR’s Chamber Strings ensemble. 
 
 
  



CLASSIFICATION:  Superintendent's Report   Item:  V-B      11/26/12 
             
              
TITLE:  Collaborative Inquiry 
              
 
Teaming is an essential characteristic of a high performing learning organization. 
In Farmington, teams meet regularly with the primary purpose of improving 
teaching and learning. Through the ongoing and collaborative analysis of student 
work and assessment data, teachers create an internal accountability for continuous 
improvement.  (Results Matter) 
 
Collaborative Inquiry is at the heart of teamwork. It is the process of defining an 
instructional “problem of practice” or inquiry question that arises from a careful 
examination of student learning outcomes and then observing and talking together 
about instruction in order to improve those outcomes. Collaborative Inquiry is 
rooted in the “instructional core” which prompts teachers to consider the 
interaction between and among student, teacher, and content. Through regular 
classroom visits and structured discussion of teaching and learning, teams become 
more skillful in designing highly effective instruction that engages all students in 
meaningful and challenging learning tasks.  (Instruction Matters) 
 
The Collaborative Inquiry process requires a high level of trust so that team 
members can observe one another’s practice, speak openly and candidly about 
what is and is not working, and agree to adjust instructional approaches such that 
“best practice” becomes common practice. To that end, teams develop norms for 
professional dialogue and use these norms to maximize team functioning. Norms 
help teams reach consensus, share responsibilities, balance participation, disagree 
respectfully, and hold each other accountable for student outcomes.  
(Relationships Matter) 
 
Collaborative Inquiry is not an event. Rather, it is a recursive process that leads 
teachers through the collection and analysis of student work, then planning 
instruction responsively, examining that instruction through peer observation and 
returning to another collection of student work. This cycle of inquiry is a powerful 
form of job-embedded professional development that demands high levels of 
professionalism and the pursuit of excellence on behalf of every student.  
(Expectations Matter and Effort Matters) 
 
Kim Wynne, Assistant Superintendent will provide an overview of the 
Collaborative Inquiry process and show a video of teachers engaged in the work. 
 



CLASSIFICATION:  Superintendent's Report   Item:  V-C     11/26/12 
             
            
TITLE:  PODs – Personally Owned Devices 
              
 
With the addition of wireless technology at FHS and IAR, we must develop a plan 
for Personally Owned Devices (PODs) for faculty and students.  Currently, anyone 
who enters either building with a wireless device can receive a guest wireless 
connection which gives limited access to Internet services.  Users who have a login 
assigned to them by the district can login on their device and receive the full 
services they receive when logging in to a networked device.  At this point, some 
faculty and students are bringing in their own devices and using them in 
appropriate locations and manners. 
 
We are currently examining national, state, and local legislation and policies to 
determine the best fit for the Farmington Public Schools.  Central to the discussion 
is the educational use of these devices and how they will enhance or inhibit sound 
practice.  Additionally, we are examining the use of new tools:  Learning 
Management Systems (LMS), on-line testing, and digital portfolios.   
 
This year, stakeholders at FHS will be discussing the impact of these devices on 
teaching and learning.  The question is not if but rather when and how?  By the end 
of the year, a plan and draft policy will be sent to the Superintendent for her review 
with the expectation of a pilot next year. 



































































































































































































































































































































CLASSIFICATION:  Superintendent’s Report  Item: V-E      11/26/12 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:    Board of Education’s 2011-2012 Goal Results for Town Council’s  
  Strategic Plan 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
The attached document is the Board of Education’s five-year goals and indicators 
portrayed in the format that the Town Council’s Strategic Planning Committee 
requested.  New indicators for the five-year goals were finalized in the fall of 2012 
and data will be collected this school year for reporting in the spring of 2013.  
Content specific “results and outcomes” for 2011-2012 are portrayed in the column 
on the far right.  These are the same results portrayed in a different format in the 
Farmington Public Schools 2011-12 Results and Outcomes Booklet.  This 
comprehensive booklet is available on the School District’s website 
(www.fpsct.org).  

http://www.fpsct.org/
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Farmington Public Schools 
Board of Education’s 5-Year Goals for Town Council’s Strategic Plan 

                11-13-12 
 

Farmington Public Schools’ Graduates will acquire an understanding of the essential knowledge and skills in the core 
academic disciplines and develop the thinking and learning skills necessary to meet the challenges of local, national and 
global citizenship in a rapidly changing world. 

 
 

Goal Desired 
Outcome 

Key Indicators  Results -Continuous 
Improvement 

2011-2012 

Results -Continuous 
Improvement 

2012-2013 

Results - Continuous 
Improvement 

2013-2014 
1.  All students will 
demonstrate performance 
standards in critical thinking 
and reasoning and meet 
rigorous core academic 
content* standards by 
accessing, interpreting, 
analyzing, and evaluating 
ideas and information, drawing 
evidence-based conclusions, 
synthesizing new learning with 
prior knowledge and reflecting 
critically on learning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continuous 
improvement of 
student 
performance on 
spotlight 
indicators. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Critical Thinking and 
Reasoning 
 
Grades K – 4 
SS Gr. 3 – Research Project 
 
Grades 5 – 8  
ELA Gr. 6 – Critical Literacy 
Tasks – report card 
 
SS Gr. 8 –Critical Stance 
Tasks – report card 
 
Grades 9 – 12  
SCI Gr. 9 – Physics – 
Research and Advocacy 
Project 
 
ELA Gr. 10 – Critical 
Analytical Essay 
 
Health Gr. 10 – Research 
Project  

  
 
 

94% 
 
 
 

89% 
 
 

85% 
 
 
 

66% 
 
 
 

72% 
 
 

72% 
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2.  All students will 
demonstrate performance 
standards in collaboration 
and communication and meet 
rigorous core academic 
content* standards by 
participating effectively in a 
variety of teams, actively 
listening and responding to the 
ideas of others, sharing 
responsibility for outcomes, 
articulating ideas clearly in 
multiple formats and using 
technology tools to enhance 
communication. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  All students will 
demonstrate performance 
standards in problem solving 
and innovation and meet 
rigorous core academic 
content* standards by 
recognizing problems, 
analyzing data, asking 
questions, utilizing a variety of 
resources, thinking flexibly, 
making connections and 
seeking practical, innovative, 
and entrepreneurial solutions. 

Communication and 
Collaboration 
 
Grades K – 4  
Math Gr. 4 – Communicating 
Understanding Tasks – report 
card 
 
ELA Gr. 4 – Narrative Writing 
 
Grades 5 – 8  
Sci Gr. 5 – Collaborative 
Inquiry Task 
 
SS Gr. 6 – Advocacy Project 
 
ELA Gr. 7 – Discussion and 
Oral Presentation Tasks – 
report card 
 
Tech Gr. 8 – Technology 
Proficiency 
 
WL Gr. 8 – Oral and Written 
Communication Project 
 
Grades 9 – 12   
WL Gr. 9 FLST Proficiency 
Benchmark Assessment 
 
 
Problem Solving and 
Innovation 
 
Grades K – 4  
Sci. Gr. 3 – Inquiry Lab 
 
Music Gr. 3 Creative 
Composition 
 
Grades 5 – 8  
Math Gr. 7 – Strategic 
Problem Solving Tasks – 
report card 

 
 
 
 

74% 
 
 
 

79% 
 
 

83% 
 
 

96% 
 

90% 
 
 
 

88% 
 
 

80% 
 
 
 

95% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

92% 
 

83% 
 
 
 

83% 
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4.  All students will 
demonstrate performance 
standards in self-direction and 
resourcefulness and meet 
rigorous core academic 
content* standards by 
exploring interests, taking 
initiative, setting learning 
goals, demonstrating persistent 
effort, adapting to change with 
resiliency and exhibiting 
ethical leadership and 
responsible citizenship. 
 

ELA Gr. 8 Social Activism 
Multimedia Presentation 
 
Grades 9 – 12  
Math Gr. 10 – Complex 
Problem Solving Tasks (TBD 
in 2012) 
 
 
 
Self-direction and 
Resourcefulness 
 
Grades K – 4  
ELA Gr. 3 – Independent 
Reading 
 
Grades 5 – 8 
ELA Gr. 5 – Inquiry Project 
 
WL Gr. 6 – Reflection and 
Evaluation Portfolio 
 
Sci Gr. 7 – Design an 
Experiment 
 
Health Gr. 8 – Decision 
Making and Wellness Tasks – 
report card 
 
Grade 9 – 12  
Music Gr. 9 – Service 
Learning and Leadership 
 
SS – Gr. 11 US History 
Research Project 
 
Health Gr. 11 Personal 
Improvement Project 
 
 
 
 

86% 
 
 
 

69% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

92% 
 
 
 

83% 
 

93% 
 
 

90% 
 
 

57% 
 
 
 
 

N/A 
 
 

63% 
 
 

66% 
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Goal Desired 

Outcome 
Key Indicators  Results - Continuous 

Improvement 
2009-2010 

Results - Continuous 
Improvement 

2010-2011 

Results - Continuous 
Improvement 

2011-2012 
1. All students will 
meet established 
performance in core 
academic subjects: 
 
English/Language  
  Arts 
Mathematics 
Science 
Social Studies 
World Language 
Health/PE/Wellness 
Music and Fine and    
  Performing Arts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continuous 
improvement of 
student performance 
in English/ 
Language Arts, 
and World 
Languages 

1. Students meeting the 
State Goal in reading 
on the Connecticut 
Mastery Test in grades 
4, 6, 8 

 
2. Students meeting State 

Goal in writing on the 
Connecticut Mastery 
Test in grades 4, 6, 8 

 
 
3. Students meeting the 

State Goal on 
Connecticut Academic 
Performance Test - 
Reading Across the 
Disciplines 

 
4. Students taking 

Advanced Placement 
English courses 

 
5. Students scoring 3 or 

above on AP English 
tests 

 
 
 
6. FHS juniors taking 

SAT-I 
 
7. SAT-I Verbal mean 

score 
 
8. FHS juniors scoring 

600 and above on SAT 
 
 

 1.  2010 administration of 
CMT Reading 
Gr 4  #276      87.3 % 
Gr 6  #338      93.2% 
Gr 8  #346      92.4% 
 
2.  2010 administration of 
CMT Writing 
Gr 4  #276      82.8% 
Gr 6  #338      84.6% 
Gr 8  #356      85.2% 
 
3.  2010 administration of 
CAPT- Reading Across the 
Disciplines subtest 
Gr 10 #306    68.5% 
 
 
 
4.  2009-10 AP English 
   #229 
 
 
5.  AP English score of 3 or 
greater 
(*Some students take 
multiple exams) 
#179     82% 
 
6.  2009-10 SAT-I 
#323        95 % 
 
7.  SAT-I Verbal mean 
     539 
 
8.  % on SAT scoring 600 
or above 
    30% 
 

1.  2011 administration of 
CMT Reading 
Gr 4  #268         82.8% 
Gr 6  #304         89.8% 
Gr 8  #338         91.1% 
 
2.  2011 administration of 
CMT Writing 
Gr 4  #272          87.5% 
Gr 6  #310          82.3% 
Gr 8  #342          88.3% 
 
3.  2011 administration of 
CAPT- Reading Across the 
Disciplines subtest 
Gr 10  #321         77.2% 
 
 
 
4.  2010-11 AP English 
      #218 
 
 
5.  AP English score of 3 or 
greater 
(*Some students take 
multiple exams) 
#170             81% 
 
6.  2010-11 SAT-I 
#310              96% 
 
7.  SAT-I Verbal mean 
     548 
 
8.  % on SAT scoring 600 
or above 
       32% 
 

1.  2012 administration of 
CMT Reading 
Gr 4  #252       85.1% 
Gr 6  #276       93.6% 
Gr 8  #307       94.2% 
 
2.  2012 administration of 
CMT Writing 
Gr 4   #261       87.9% 
Gr 6   #270       90.6% 
Gr 8   #308       92.8% 
 
3.  2012 administration of 
CAPT – Reading Across the 
Disciplines subtest 
Gr 10 #334 69.8% 
 
 
 
4. 2011-12 AP English 
    #184 
 
 
5. AP English score of 3 or 
greater 
(*Some students take 
multiple exams) 
#152  83% 
 
6.  2011-12 SAT-I 
#273  93% 
 
7.  SAT-I Verbal mean 
 539 
 
8.  % on SAT scoring 600 
or above 
 25% 
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9. Students taking 5 years 
of World Language by 
graduation 
 

9.  World Language 5 years 
or more by Gr 12 
#117    34% 

9.  World Language 5 years 
or more by Gr 12 
#100          31% 

9.  World Language 5 years 
or more by Gr 12 
#94  32% 
 

 Continuous 
improvement of 
student performance  
in Mathematics 

1. Students meeting State 
Goal in mathematics on 
the Connecticut 
Mastery Test in grades 
4, 6, 8 

 
2. Students meeting the 

State Goal on the 
Connecticut Academic 
Performance Test – 
Mathematics 

 
3. Students completing 

one or more high 
school mathematics 
courses by the end of 
Grade 8 

 
4. Students completing 4 

or more years of 
mathematics in high 
school by graduation 

 
5. Students taking 

Advanced Placement 
mathematics courses 

 
6. Students scoring 3 or 

greater on AP 
mathematics tests 

 
 
 
 
7. Juniors taking SAT-I 

Math 
 
8. SAT-I Math mean 

score 
 

 1.  2010 administration of 
CMT Mathematics 
Gr 4  #275     90.9% 
Gr 6  #239     90.2% 
Gr 8  #346     88.9% 
 
2.  2010 administration of 
CAPT Mathematics 
Gr 10 #306      77.6% 
 
 
 
3.  2010 high school 
mathematics courses by 
Grade 8 
 #255     72% 
 
 
4.  2010:  students taking 4 
or more years of 
mathematics in high school 
#299     86% 
 
5.  2009-10:  students taking 
AP mathematics courses 
 #179 
 
6.  2009-10:  students 
scoring 3 or better on AP 
mathematics 
(*Some students take 
multiple exams) 
#132      74% 
 
7. 2009-10:  SAT-I Math 
#289      95% 
 
8. 2009-10 SAT Math mean 
    558 
 

1.  2011 administration of 
CMT Mathematics 
Gr 4  #267          85.4% 
Gr 6  #303          88.8% 
Gr 8  #339          92.6% 
 
2.  2011 administration of 
CAPT Mathematics 
Gr 10 #321          81% 
 
 
 
3.  2011 high school 
mathematics courses by 
Grade 8 
 #244       71% 
 
 
4.  2011:  students taking 4 
or more years of 
mathematics in high school 
#263        82% 
 
5.  2010-11:  students taking 
AP mathematics courses 
 #185 
 
6.  2010-11:  students 
scoring 3 or better on AP 
mathematics 
(*Some students take 
multiple exams) 
#140            77% 
 
7. 2010-11:  SAT-I Math 
#310            96% 
 
8. 2010-11 SAT Math mean 
    551 
 

1.  2012 administration of 
CMT Mathematics 
Gr 4   #254       85.8% 
Gr 6   #272       92.8% 
Gr 8   #300       90.9% 
 
2.  2012 administration of 
CAPT Mathematics 
Gr 10 #334 78.5% 
 
 
 
3.  2012 high school 
mathematics courses by 
Grade 8 
#246                     74% 
 
 
4.  2012:  students taking 4 
or more years of 
mathematics in high school 
#255  86% 
 
5.  2011-12:  students taking 
AP mathematics courses 
#183 
 
6.  2011-12:  students 
scoring 3 or better on AP 
mathematics   
(*Some students taking 
multiple exams) 
#143  78% 
 
7.  2011-12:  SAT-I Math 
#273  93% 
 
8. 2011-12 SAT Math mean 
#559 
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9. Students scoring 600 or 
above on SAT-Math 

9.  2009-10 Math score of    
600 or above 

       37% 
 

9.  2010-11 Math score of   
     600 or above 
     36% 
 

9.  2011-12 Math score of 
     600 or above 
 36% 

 Continuous 
improvement of 
student performance 
in Science 

1. Students meeting State 
Goal in Science on the 
Connecticut Academic 
Performance Test 

 
2. FHS students 

completing 4 or more 
years of science 
courses by graduation 

 
3. Students taking 

Advanced Placement 
science courses 

 
 
 
4. Students scoring 3 or 

better on science 
Advanced Placement 
tests 

 

 1.  2010 administration of 
CAPT Science   
Gr 10  #306    69.9% 
 
 
2.  2009-10 FHS science 
courses 
    79% 
 
 
3.  2009-10 students taking 
AP science courses 
(*Some students take 
multiple exams) 
#200  
 
4.  2009-10 Science AP 
scoring 3 or better 
#159    72% 
 

1.  2011 administration of 
CAPT Science   
Gr 10  #321        76.9% 
 
 
2.  2010-11 FHS science 
courses 
      72% 
 
 
3.  2010-11 students taking 
AP science courses 
(*Some students take 
multiple exams) 
#183  
 
4.  2010-11 Science AP 
scoring 3 or better 
#136         79.7% 
 

1.  2012 administration of 
CAPT Science 
Gr 10 #334 73.4% 
 
 
2.  2011-12 FHS science 
courses 
      76% 
 
 
3.  2011-12 students taking 
AP science courses 
(*Some students take 
multiple exams) 
#203 
 
4.  2011-12 Science AP 
Scoring 3 or better 
#153  75.4% 

 Continuous 
improvement of 
student performance 
in Social Studies 

1. Students meeting State 
Goal on the 
Connecticut Academic 
Performance Test – 
Writing Across the 
Disciplines 

 
2. Students taking 

Advanced Placement 
courses in social 
studies, world 
language, music and/or 
art 

 
3. Students scoring 3 or 

better on social studies, 
world language, music 
and/or art Advanced 
Placement Tests 

 1.  2010 Administration of 
CAPT - Writing Across the 
Disciplines 
Gr 10  #306      83.2%  
 
 
 
2.  2009-10 AP participation 
in social studies, world 
language, music and art 
courses 
#271   
 
 
3.  2009-10 AP in social 
studies, world language, 
music and art courses 
scoring 3 or better 
#207      78% 

1.  2011 Administration of 
CAPT - Writing Across the 
Disciplines 
Gr 10  #321           89.5%  
 
 
 
2.  2010-11 AP participation 
in social studies, world 
language, music and art 
courses 
#286   
 
 
3.  2010-11 AP in social 
studies, world language, 
music and art courses 
scoring 3 or better 
#216          80.3% 

1.  2012 Administration of 
CAPT – Writing Across the 
Disciplines 
Gr 10 #334 84.6% 
 
 
 
2.  2011-12 AP participation 
in social studies, world 
language, music and art 
courses 
#287 
 
 
3.  2011-12 AP in social 
studies, world language, 
music and art courses 
scoring 3 or better 
#220  76.7% 
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4. Students participating 
in fine and performing 
arts 

4.  2009-10 participation 
         Fine Arts      Perf. Arts 
Gr 7  100%         #275  79% 
Gr 8  100%         #208  59% 
Gr 9  #94   27%  #162  47% 
Gr10 #100 32%  #142  46% 
Gr11 #59  18%  #127   38% 
Gr12 #88  25%  #105   29% 
 

4.  2010-11 participation 
         Fine Arts      Perf. Arts 
Gr 7  100%         #259  75% 
Gr 8  100%         #244  71% 
Gr 9  #95   27%  #193  56% 
Gr10 #113 34%  #120  36% 
Gr11 #78   27%  #104  36% 
Gr12 #83   25%  #123  36% 
 

4.  2011-12 participation 
     Fine Arts      Perf Arts 
Gr 7 100% #238 76% 
Gr 8 100% #212   63% 
Gr 9 #84 25% #174 52% 
Gr 10 #92 27% #123 35% 
Gr 11 #74 23% #75 24% 
Gr 12 #84 29% #71 24% 
 

 Continuous 
improvement in the 
development of 
students as 
productive and 
responsible citizens 

1. Students meeting State 
Goal in Physical 
Fitness on state 
assessment 

 
 
 
2. Eligible FHS seniors 

registered to vote 
 
 
3. FHS students 

participating in career-
oriented internships 

 
4. FHS students 

participating in the 
interscholastic athletic 
program 

 1.  2009-10 State Goal in 
Physical Fitness 
Gr 4  #180         64 % 
Gr 6  #134          40% 
Gr 8  #216          64%  
Gr10 #158          54% 
 
2.  2009-10 seniors 
registered to vote 
#46          36% 
 
3.  2009-10 internships 
#63 
 
 
4.  2009-10 participating in 
interscholastic athletics at 
FHS 
#844        64 % 
 

1.  2010-11 State Goal in 
Physical Fitness 
Gr 4  #175             63% 
Gr 6  #153             49% 
Gr 8  #231             69%  
Gr10 #170             54% 
 
2.  2010-11 seniors 
registered to vote 
#77                 48% 
 
3.  2010-11 internships 
#42 
 
 
4.  2010-11 participating in 
interscholastic athletics at 
FHS 
#845          65% 
 

1.  2011-12 State Goal in 
Physical Fitness 
Gr 4       #247       64% 
Gr 6       # 95        33% 
Gr 8       #230       72% 
Gr 10 #194 59% 
 
2.  2011-12 seniors 
registered to vote 
#55  51% 
 
3.  2011-12 internships 
#44 
 
 
4.  2011-12 participating in 
interscholastic athletics at 
FHS 
#821  64% 

 Maintain and 
continue to improve 
on indicators 
associated with 
superior 
performance 

1. National Merit 
Scholarship 
Commended Students 

 
2. National Merit 

Scholarship 
Semifinalists 

 
3. National Merit 

Scholarship Finalists 
 
4. Advanced Placement 

Scholars 
 
 

 1.  2010   #10 
 
 
 
2.  2010  #2 
 
 
 
3.  2010   #2 
 
 
4.  2010 
#149      22 % of Jrs/Srs 
 
 

1.  2011   #9 
 
 
 
2.  2011  #3 
 
 
 
3.  2011   #3 
 
 
4.  2011 
#161         26% of Jrs/Srs 
 
 

1.  2012   #7 
 
 
 
2.  2012    #3 
 
 
 
3.  2012    #3 
 
 
4.  2012 
#162 27% of Jrs/Srs  
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5. Advanced Placement 
Scholars with Honors 

 
6. Advanced Placement 

Scholars with 
Distinction 

 
7. FHS All State Music 

Festival 
 
8. FHS Northern Regional 

Music Festival 
 
9. FHS Seniors Accepted 

at Most Competitive  & 
Highly Competitive 
Colleges (Barons) 

 
10. FHS Seniors Accepted 

at Ivy League Colleges 
 
11. Elementary Students 

Participating in 
Orchestra Program 

 
12. Students Performing in 

the “Advanced” Level 
on CMT and  CAPT  

5.  2010   #31 
 
 
6.  2010   #56 
 
 
 
7.  2010    #27  
 
 
8.  2010    #125 
 
 
 
9.  2010 
#142       41%  
 
 
 
10.  2010 
#8             2%  
 
11.  2010  #757  
50% total Gr 2, 3, 4, 5, 6  
 
 
12.  2010% total  
        Gr 4, 6, 8, 10 =  49% 
in math, reading and writing 

5.  2011   #30 
 
 
6.  2011   #47 
 
 
 
7.  2011    #22 
 
 
8.  2011    #72 
 
 
 
9.  2011 
#144             45%  
 
 
 
10.  2011 
#7               2%  
 
11.  2011  #831  
   67% total Gr 2, 3, 4, 5, 6  
 
 
12.  2011   % total  
        Gr 4, 6, 8, 10 =    51% 
in math, reading and writing 

5.  2012  #27 
 
 
6.  2012  #60 
 
 
 
7.  2012 #32 
 
 
8.  2012  #74 
 
 
 
9.  2012 
#133  45% 
 
 
 
10.  2012 
#4  1% 
 
11.  2012 #789 
   52% total Gr 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 
 
 
12.  2012 % total 
      Gr 4, 6, 8, 10 = 51% 
In math, reading and writing 

 



CLASSIFICATION: Superintendent's Report Item:  V-F      11/26/12 
__________________________________________________________________ 

TITLE:   Technology and Instruction Plan for 2013-2014  
__________________________________________________________________ 

The Technology and Instruction Plan presentation on November 26, 2012 will 
provide information on current technology priorities and initiatives.  The 2013-
2014 budget will be presented for consideration in January.  
 
The strategic planning cycle of continuous improvement is a data-driven process 
that supports the implementation of our five-year goals. The use of measurable 
outcomes serves as a guide in the school improvement process and requires the use 
of classroom student performance data to help teachers to better diagnose student 
needs and develop appropriate interventions to support student learning. Data 
systems and the technology that support them are all essential to supporting our 
programs and expectations across the school system. In addition, various 
technologies, including software, web-based tools and a range of technologies are 
used as key learning tools for our students to support the achievement of our 
standards-based curriculum.  
 
The Farmington Board of Education adopted new goals in March 2010. These 
goals depart from the previous goals that were largely content-based, and they 
provide a clear roadmap for incorporating learning/thinking processes into the 
classroom on a daily basis. Further, the Framework for Teaching and Learning is 
aligned to the expectations of the Common Core State Standards and provides 
teaching and learning principles that assist teachers in creating a highly engaging 
classroom that integrates a variety of instructional tools, including technology 
tools. Through the curriculum writing process, teachers examine the appropriate 
use of technology to increase student knowledge and skill in all the disciplines and 
to examine the appropriate application of technology standards of research, data 
analysis, and communication in all disciplines.  
 
In 2010-2011, the BOE convened a Best Practice in Technology Funding 
Committee meeting to create a long-range technology purchase plan and to 
examine available resources outside of the regular BOE budget.  In the 2011-2012 
year and the 2012-2013 year, technology was funded from BOE funds and a 
capital project from the town. 
 



The Technology and Instruction Plan presentation will include an overview of the 
following areas:  current data systems, current inventory, a review of purchases for 
this year, a review of SBAC Readiness and technology priorities for 2012-2013. In 
the plan, you will see an increase in computers and devices (tablets, laptops) to 
address the needs from the FHS Design Team, the implementation of Common 
Core State Standards, and personalized learning for all students.  Wireless in the K-
6 arena is a necessity to fully prepare students for on-line test taking and to offer 
the wide range of teaching and learning opportunities necessary for students to 
achieve at high levels with the Common Core.  By infusing technology in the 
curriculum and having access to the electronic research and production tools they 
need, students will use technology in transparent ways to refine their problem-
solving skills, collaborate with each other and world experts, examine and create 
models based on current research, and demonstrate understandings in video, text, 
and sound.  Through this, students will engage in learning with an active, 
participatory voice leading them to a realization of Farmington’s Vision of the 
Graduate. 
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CLASSIFICATION:  Superintendent's Report        Item:  V-G        11/26/12 
             
              
TITLE:  Professional Appointments, Resignations and Professional 

Development Activities 
              
 
 
Professional Appointments 
Mary Lundquist, Math Department Chair at Farmington High School, has been 
appointed as Dean of Students at Farmington High School. 
 
 
 
Resignations 
None 
 
 
 
Leaves of Absence 
Alysson Olsen, social studies teacher at Irving A. Robbins Middle School, has 
requested maternity leave through the end of the 2012-2013 school year. 
 
Pamela Clarke, .6 math teacher at Farmington High School, has requested 
maternity leave through the end of the 2012-2013 school year. 
 
 
 
Retirements 
None  
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CLASSIFICATION:  School-Based Information Item: V-H      11/26/12  
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:   Veteran’s Day Assembly at West Woods 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
On Friday, November 9, 2012, West Woods held a Veteran’s Day Assembly for 
fifth grade classes. It was hosted by five sixth grade students who read about the 
significance and history of the holiday. West Woods welcomed two local veterans: 
Sergeant Pachnieski and Captain Todd (husband of Christine Todd, West Woods 
teacher).  Each spoke about his experience in the armed service and promoted 
values such as honesty, commitment, and service to the community. The orchestra 
and the chorus performed several patriotic songs, and one student played Taps on 
the trumpet. Following Assistant Principal Giolito’s presentation of a floral 
arrangement to the guest veterans, a student speaker closed with the following: 
“We are grateful to the brave, selfless men and women in our armed forces that 
have fought and sacrificed for us. Thank you all for coming here today to honor 
and celebrate our nation’s veterans.” 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:   West Woods Students Define Citizenship, Collecting Over $2,800 
        for UNICEF and Voting in a Mock Presidential Election 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
On Halloween day, West Woods Upper Elementary School students bounded into 
the gymnasium for an all-school assembly. The assembly served two purposes: to 
kick off the annual Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF assembly and to introduce the 
school-wide Presidential Election.  Social Studies Resource teacher Jeremy 
Forgione connected the fundraiser to the idea of global citizenship and announced 
this year’s goal of $3,000, then invited West Woods faculty and staff up to the 
giant school UNICEF box to kick off the assembly in style. Students were also 
treated to a video of sixth graders Mae Hickey, Tuck Meehan, Alexa Mezzanotte, 
and Kael Williams demonstrating how to trick-or-treat for UNICEF. The skit was a 
big hit and drew lots of laughs.  
 
Students in the audience were excited to learn that in addition to collecting for 
UNICEF, they would also have an opportunity to demonstrate their citizenship by 
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voting in a real, old-fashioned voting booth in the West Woods mock Presidential 
Election.  
 
Former Secretary of the State Susan Bysiewicz served as the guest of honor and 
explained the important role of elections in our state and country. She explained 
how responsible citizens elect representatives who will work together to create a 
better future for all Americans. At one point, Mrs. Bysiewicz invited two students 
up to the podium to explain why each was supporting President Obama and 
Governor Romney, respectively. During their lunch waves later that day, over 98% 
of West Woods students registered to vote by signing their names on homeroom 
voter registration lists.  
 
In the days following the assembly, hundreds of UNICEF boxes poured in, and 
West Woods students collected over $2,892, earning recognition from UNICEF as 
an “Ambassador” school. “Our students feel a responsibility to help those less 
fortunate, and they came through in a big way,” Mr. Forgione said of their efforts. 
Since West Woods opened its doors in 2002, students have raised over $28,700 for 
UNICEF, a global organization that works in more than 190 countries around the 
world to provide children with lifesaving medicine, proper nutrition, clean water, 
education, and emergency relief.  
 
Friday, November 2 served as Election Day at West Woods. Students who 
registered to vote each had an opportunity to step into the booth and pull the lever 
for his/her candidate of choice in the old-fashioned voting booth set up by West 
Woods Librarian Rhonda Idleman. After the polls closed and the results were 
tallied, West Woods students were read the results of the Election. President 
Obama and Vice President Biden defeated Governor Romney and Congressman 
Ryan by a margin of 310 to 229 votes, or 57% to 43%. Students were encouraged 
to tune in to the actual election results to see which candidate would capture 
Connecticut’s seven electoral votes and lead our country for the next four years. 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:   What West District’s 4th Graders Think of Meaningful Knowledge 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Ask 4th grade students what they think of “Meaningful Knowledge” and they will 
tell you a lot of things.   

• To become a great problem solver, you must be willing to take risks and 
learn from your mistakes.  You must stay focused on the topic and become a 
critical thinker. 
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• A critical thinker is a hard worker who keeps searching for a ways to solve a 
problem – looking for connections between what they are learning and what 
they already know.   

• 4th graders believe they are resourceful, that they will try many different 
ways to solve a problem and every resource available before they will ask a 
friend.  He/She will sometimes look to others for cooperation in solving a 
problem. 

• Cooperation/Collaboration means listening to one another’s ideas and 
strategies for solving the problem.  It may mean working with a partner and 
sharing the work load while reasoning and comparing ideas. 

• Reasoning shows that you can back your answers with evidence, that you 
understand what you have learned and why it is important.   

 
4th graders believe that the learning skills and knowledge of a great problem solver 
can be transferred to any problem in any subject area.  They also believe that these 
skills can be used not only in school, but in the real world to help them in their 
scout groups, their team sports, the planning of their day and even who they would 
vote for President if they could! 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:  Many Thanks to Farmington Police Department 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Noah Wallace Art teacher Suzie Magnee worked with Vicky Chu’s fourth grade 
class on a giant card for the Farmington Police Department to thank them for their 
work during Storm Sandy. All students at Noah Wallace School signed the card. 
Police Chief Paul Melanson came to Noah Wallace to accept the card from Miss 
Magnee, Dr. Cloud and Noah Wallace students. 
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__________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:   Farmington Food Pantry Food Drive at Noah Wallace School 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
During November, Noah Wallace Student Council members gathered food 
donations for the Farmington Food Pantry. They made posters to advertise the 
drive, announced reminders on the PA system, and brought in food themselves. On 
November 7, the Student Council members gathered the food donations together 
and used wagons and push carts to bring the food to the Farmington Food Pantry 
located in the First Church Congregational, just in front of Noah Wallace School. 
Food Pantry worker, Ann Oberg, met with the children to tell them what the Food 
Pantry does with the food and how Noah Wallace’s donation helps the Farmington 
community. Student Council members collected over 400 pounds of food for the 
Farmington Food Pantry. 
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__________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:  Former IAR Student Welcomed Back to School for Veterans’ Day    
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
On Friday, November 9, 2012, IAR math 
teacher Jim McNamara addressed students 
about the meaning of Veterans’ Day.  Mr. 
McNamara spent 28 years in the United 
States Air Force Reserves.  He served tours 
of duty in Operations Desert Storm and 
Iraqi Freedom before retiring last year with 
the rank of lieutenant colonel.  Mr. 
McNamara shared with students the 
hardships and sacrifices veterans often face 
while defending the United States and 
protecting our freedoms.  He urged 
students to reach out and thank veterans for 
their service to our country.  Mr. 
McNamara did so himself by thanking 
Staff Sgt. John Krause, a former IAR 
student (1998-2001), who returned to our 
school that day for a visit.  Staff Sgt. 
Krause, who serves as an Army medic, had 
returned from his second tour of duty in 
Afghanistan just the week before.  After Mr. McNamara’s remarks, Staff Sgt. 
Krause visited a number of classes to greet students and answer questions about his 
experiences in Kuwait, Iraq and Afghanistan.  It was very moving to see so many 
of our students coming up to Staff Sgt. Krause in the hallways to shake his hand 
and thank him for his service. 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



CLASSIFICATION:  New Business                  Item:  X-A        11/26/12 
             
              
TITLE:  Policy Review 1st Reading – Bylaws: Order of Business, #9325.2 
              
 
The attached policy change was requested by Mary Grace Reed, Board Chair, to 
change the order of business for all Board of Education meetings to allow 
discussion of Unfinished Business and New Business items to follow the 
Superintendent’s Report on the agenda. 

 

MOTION FOR CONSIDERATION: 

 

To approve Policy 9325.2, Bylaws:  Order of Business, as presented for its 1st 
reading.   

 

VOTE NEEDED  



9325.2 
 
Bylaws of the Board 
 
Order of Business 
 
1. Order of Business - The order of business at each regular meeting of the Board shall be as 

follows, unless changed by the Chairperson at the meeting: 
 
 a. Call to order 
 b. Pledge of Allegiance 
 c. Approval of minutes 
 d. Inviting and receiving public comments. 
 e. Consideration of the Superintendent’s Report. 

f. Unfinished Business. 
g. New Business. 
h. Consideration of Business Administrator’s Report. 
i. Consideration of Committee Reports. 

 h. Unfinished business. 
 i. New business. 
 j. Consideration of future agenda items. 
 k. Inviting and receiving public comments and communications. 
 l. Adjournment. 
 
 To the extent possible specific items to be discussed shall be listed on the agenda. Board 

members are encouraged to request items to be discussed either under new business, or prior 
to the meeting so they can be placed on the printed agenda with the concurrence of the 
Chairperson. 

 
2. Agenda Procedures - The Chairperson shall decide the items to be discussed under 

unfinished and new business, considering requests from the Superintendent and Board 
members. Such items shall be separately assembled in a manner which includes all 
supporting material and necessary recommendations, and each such assembled item shall be 
supplied to the Board with the notice of meeting and be received by members four days in 
advance of meeting. Committee and representative reports may also accompany the notice 
of meeting. 

 
3. Roll Call - Any vote not unanimous shall be taken by roll call and the vote recorded. 
 
4. New Business - New business items shall be included on the agenda sent prior to the regular 

meeting at which an item is to be voted upon; however, one day’s notice to Board members 
of such business shall be sufficient to fulfill this requirement, and the requirement may be 
waived by majority vote of the members of the Board. 

 
Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes 
   1-225 Meetings of government agencies to be public. 
 
Bylaw adopted by the Board: February 7, 2000 FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 Farmington, Connecticut 



CLASSIFICATION:  Executive Session   Item:  XIII        11/26/12 
 
 
TITLE:   To Discuss Executive Session Items  
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Executive Session  
To adjourn the meeting to executive session as permitted by Connecticut General 
Statutes Section 1-225(a) for the following purposes as allowed by Section 1-
200(6), that is 
 

Discussion concerning strategy and negotiations. 
 
 
That attendance in the Executive Session shall be limited to: 
 Members of the Board of Education 
 Superintendent of Schools 
 Assistant Superintendent 
 Business Administrator 
 Others whose “testimony or opinion” is required for the period their 

presence is necessary to present information related to the purpose of 
the Executive Session. 
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