
Farmington Board of Education 
Farmington, CT 

 
Meeting Agenda 

___________________________________________________________ 
Monday, January 7, 2013                7:00 pm                            West Woods School  
 
I. Call to Order  
 
II. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
III. Special Student, Faculty and/or Citizen Recognition 
 A. Boys’ Soccer Team 
 
IV. Approval of Minutes:  November 26 and December 10, 2012    VOTE NEEDED 
 
V. Inviting and Receiving Public Comment and Communications 
 
VI. Consideration of Superintendent's Report 

A. Welcome and Comments from WWUES Principal 
B. Safety and Security 
C. Preliminary Technology Budget Information for 2013-14 
D. Professional Appointments, Resignations, and Professional Development Activities 
E. School-Based Information 

 
VII.      Report of Board Chair 
 
VIII. Update of Committee Meeting Dates 
 A. Personnel/Negotiations – Paula O’Brien, Chair 

B. Policy – Betsy Kaplan, Chair 
C. Curriculum – Melanie Meehan, Chair 
D. Communications/Public Relations – Ellen Siuta, Chair 

 
IX. Report of Committee Liaisons 

A.   CREC Liaison – Mary Grace Reed 
 B. FHS School-to-Career Committee – Bernie Erickson 
 C. FOCUS – Ellen Siuta (Jon Landry, Alt) 
 D. Farmington Public School Foundation – Meredith Trimble (Paula O’Brien, Alt) 
 E Superintendent’s Interscholastic Athletics Advisory Committee – Melanie Meehan 
 F.   Chamber of Commerce – Bill Beckert (Mary Grace Reed, Alt) 
 G. Town and Board Joint Green Initiative – Mary Grace Reed/Bernie Erickson 
 H. Cafeteria Ad-Hoc – Bernie Erickson/Jon Landry 
  
X. Unfinished Business 
 A. Budget Impact 
 B. Budget Update 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
XI. New Business 
 A. Discussion and Consideration of School District Capital Improvement Projects  
  (2013-2014) VOTE NEEDED  
  
XII. Consideration of Future Agenda Items 
 
XIII. Inviting and Receiving Public Comments and Communications 
 
XIV. *Executive Session 
 A. Negotiations 
  
XV. Adjournment 
 
 
For the Chair of the Board of Education, 
 
 
 
Kathleen C. Greider 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
cc:  Town Clerk – PLEASE POST 



CLASSIFICATION:  Superintendent's Report        Item:  VI-B         1/7/13 
              

TITLE:  Safety and Security 

              

The Board of Education will receive information from the School Administration, 
Police Chief Melanson and Farmington School Resource Officers on school 
district safety and security.   

The Superintendent and Board of Education work closely with the Farmington 
Police Department on security issues through regular reviews of the district’s 
security and safety measures in place and when new information is received from 
law enforcement agencies. Security professionals outside of the district are also 
involved in reviews and revision of security procedures.  These processes allow the 
school district to develop, review and revise safety protocols on an ongoing basis. 
A full review of school safety by these security professionals has been initiated.  
The recommendations from this in depth review will include any new information 
from law enforcement and will inform security measures across the school district.   
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CLASSIFICATION:  Superintendent's Report        Item:  VI-D         1/7/13 
             
              
TITLE:  Professional Appointments, Resignations and Professional 

Development Activities 
              
 
 
Professional Appointments 
None 
 
 
 
Resignations 
None 
 
 
 
Leaves of Absence 
None 
 
 
 
Retirements 
None 
 



  

            
CLASSIFICATION:  School-Based Information Item: VI-E        1/7/13  
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE: West District 2nd Graders Reach Out to Troops  
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
A student in Ms. Simpson’s 2nd grade class has an older brother who is in the 
Marines.  The class thought it would be a great idea to send cards of thanks and a 
little present to our troops far away.  They decided to send them “Snowman Soup” 
which is really hot chocolate with all the fixings – hot cocoa mix, a Hershey kiss, a 
candy cane and marshmallows, accompanied by this poem: 
 

I was told you’ve been real good this year. 
Always glad to hear it! 

With this freezing weather drawing near,  
You’ll need to warm your spirit. 

 
So here’s a little Snowman Soup,  

Complete with stirring stick. 
Just add hot water and sip it slow, 

It’s sure to do the trick! 
 
Here are a few excerpts from the thank you cards the students sent along with their 
Snowman Soup:  
  “I know you miss your family, but thank you Marines!” 
  “Thank you for protecting my country.” 
  “Thank you man and woman for serving our country and being my hero.”    
 “Thank you people for the things you do for us to keep us safe.” 
 “Thank you Marines, I hope you can get back to your family.” 
 
At this time of year it is nice to know that Ms. Simpson’s class has the right idea 
about the spirit of giving.  Now, doesn’t that warm you all the way to your toes! 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:   Interdisciplinary Study through the Inquiry Process at  
  East Farms School 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Specialists in Art, P.E., Music, Library Media and Third Grade classroom teachers 
collaborated on an interdisciplinary inquiry unit on Native American life and 
culture.  Students explored Native American art work, video clips, informational 
texts and websites to generate questions for their investigations.  This work 



  

culminated in a celebration of the Native American Pow Wow on Thursday, 
November 29.  Medicine shields created in Art were showcased, Native American 
songs learned in Music were performed, a slide show was presented to show the 
different games learned in P.E. and students gave a presentation about their 
museum exhibits in their classrooms.   
 
ART 
Third grade students created medicine shields in connection with the 
interdisciplinary unit of study on Native Americans.  In the art room, the focal 
point of the work was a totem animal which symbolizes the inner characteristics of 
a person and “protects” them.  Students worked with partners to explore each 
other’s personality traits, drew sketches, and learned about Native American 
symbols and designs to be used on their final work. Students used special 
watercolor paper to discover the challenges and learn techniques of painting with 
watercolor paints.  Embellishments of colorful beads and feathers were added as 
finishing touches to a very rich art experience! 
 

                   
 
MUSIC 
In Music, students watched a video featuring the Pow Wow to generate questions 
about Native American song and dance. Students explored these questions through 
the practice of singing and playing instruments through traditional Native 
American songs. During an investigation of the musical structure of Native 
American songs, we discussed the importance of the steady beat in Native 
American music and how it communicates the cultural belief of the importance of 
each individual to the tribe.  We discovered that in order to be successful in our 
hand and rock passing game, each individual student needed to keep a steady beat. 
Students practiced keeping a steady beat while performing rhythm patterns on the 
buffalo drum, rattles and bells.  The next level of work challenged students to use 
the skills learned when keeping a steady beat to maintain their own melody against 
another melody in a partner song to create a harmony.  These songs and games 
were presented at the Third Grade Celebration of the Native American Pow Wow.  
 
 



  

P.E. 
Our third grade students were introduced to thirteen traditional Native American 
games during their physical education classes.  In order to develop a deeper 
understanding of the role that Native American culture had on their game 
development, we first reviewed the history of one of our most popular sports - 
basketball.  We revisited the problem facing the inventor, James Naismith, which 
led him to design the sport in the manner in which he did in 1891.  
   
We discussed the objective/purpose of the game of basketball and looked at Native 
games through the same lens.  The students were initially surprised when they 
discovered that the concept of “fun” was absent in Native American games.  
Through questioning and reasoning, they arrived at the conclusion that 
environment played a major role in the design of many Native American games.  
Students then understood the reason that survival had to be the strongest theme 
associated with the skills embedded within each game.  
  
Many Native American games were played at various developmental skill levels.  
The third grade students were challenged to participate at a level slightly higher 
than their own.  They soon realized the important role that perseverance played in 
skill development, and were able to make the connection to learning a new skill in 
any classroom setting. 
 
The Native American games unit was designed to provide students with 
opportunities for questioning, reasoning, connecting, investigation, and 
exploration.   

                           
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:   There’s a Lesson in Giving  
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
West District School is one of the most caring communities.  Every year the 
faculty, staff, students and their families take on many worthwhile services to our 
community.   
 
Individual classrooms reach out to soldiers far from home with cards, students 
collect food items for the Farmington Food Pantry and the student council runs 
fund raisers (this year funds are going to the Connecticut Children’s Medical 
Center). 
 
Faculty and staff get into the fun of giving through their Dress Down Friday 
contributions to the Farmington Food Pantry and our own Project Choice breakfast 
funds.  We buy “t-shirts” for United Way and raise money for holiday gift cards 
with our “Mitten Money” – both are paper cut outs that are decorated and 
displayed on a clothesline in the office.   
 
Students, faculty and staff wait in early December for the appearance of our 
Holiday Giving Penguin, who has a basket full of gift cards for families of 
Farmington students who are in need of some extra holiday cheer.   
 
With all these examples of giving it is not surprising that we have individual 
students who go above and beyond what they have seen and organize their own 
giving – through lemonade stands for cancer, birthday parties with donations to the 
Humane Society and Gifts of Love, and a neighborhood collection of toys for a 
family who has a mother going through brain cancer treatment. 
 
Yes, the spirit of giving is alive and well at West District School, and although we 
may be known for our great educational system, there is often an even greater 
lesson in giving, in helping children see that by helping others we help ourselves. 
 



  

__________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:   Irving Robbins Middle School - Portrait of George Washington 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Next time you visit IAR, please take a moment to notice the new piece of art 
hanging in our foyer, a copy of Rembrandt Peale’s famous Porthole Portrait of 
George Washington.  We were fortunate to obtain this portrait because of the 
initiative and hard work of a group of students and their teacher, Mrs. Margaret 
Mayr. 
 
In October Mrs. Mayr’s students, Michael, Isaac, Nick, Andrew and Micha, wrote 
a letter asking Principal Ted Donahue to request a copy of the portrait from the Mt. 
Vernon Ladies’ Association in Virginia.  According to their letter, George 
Washington exemplified IAR’s “Three R’s: Respect, Responsibility and 
Resilience,” and displaying the portrait in the lobby would remind students about 
the importance of these three characteristics for success in school and in life.  
Principal Ted Donahue met with the students who made excellent arguments using 
evidence from materials they had studied about the life of George Washington.  
Last month the portrait arrived and, with the support of Superintendent Kathy 
Greider, a small ceremony was held to hang the portrait and recognize these 
students’ accomplishment.   
 
Thanks to Michael, Isaac, Nick, Andrew 
and Micha – whose efforts embody the 
Vision of the Farmington Graduate’s goals 
of Self-Direction and Resourcefulness – as 
well as the guidance and support of Mrs. 
Margaret Mayr, IAR now has a beautiful, 
lasting reminder of our first president, 
someone who truly lived the 3 R’s.   
 
 
 



  

__________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:  FHS Music Department Brings Music to the Community 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
FHS Musicians are busy performing and sharing their talents with community 
groups throughout Farmington in December.     
 
The Jazz Combo, under the direction of Thomas Johnston, performed at 
Middlewoods on December 4.    Residents enjoyed some toe-tapping holiday tunes 
with improvisation in the ensemble and many solos. 
 
The Treble Choir, directed by Christen Hernandez, performed for preschoolers and 
young families at the Annual Tree Trimming Party held at the Farmington Public 
Library on December 4. 
 
The Madrigal Singers were featured at the Festival of Trees at the Wadsworth 
Atheneum Museum in Hartford on December 5.  In addition, the Madrigal Singers 
performed for the Rotary Club on December 11 for the Annual Senior Citizen 
luncheon at Tunxis Plantation Golf Club. 
 
More community events in December involved the Farmington Exchange Club, the 
Farmington Senior Center, and the Wood Library in South Windsor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 































CLASSIFICATION:  Executive Session   Item:  XIV        1/70/13 
 
 
TITLE:   To Discuss Executive Session Items  
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Executive Session  
To adjourn the meeting to executive session as permitted by Connecticut General 
Statutes Section 1-225(a) for the following purposes as allowed by Section 1-
200(6), that is 
 

Discussion concerning strategy and negotiations. 
 
 
That attendance in the Executive Session shall be limited to: 
 Members of the Board of Education 
 Superintendent of Schools 
 Assistant Superintendent 
 Business Administrator 
 Others whose “testimony or opinion” is required for the period their 

presence is necessary to present information related to the purpose of 
the Executive Session. 
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