
Farmington Board of Education 
Farmington, CT 

Meeting Agenda 
___________________________________________________________ 

Monday, February 27, 2012                    7:00 pm        FHS Library 
 
I. Call to Order  
 
II. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
III. Approval of Minutes:  February 11, 13, 14, and 15, 2012    VOTE NEEDED 
 
IV. Inviting and Receiving Public Comment and Communications 
 
V. Consideration of Superintendent's Report 

A. Global Perspectives, Cambridge Pre-U Pilot Update 
B. Professional Appointments, Resignations, and Professional Development Activities 
C. School-Based Information 

 
VI. Consideration of Business Administrator’s Report 

A. January Financial Statement Report    VOTE NEEDED 
 
VII. Report of Board Chair 

A. Budget Presentation 
 
VIII. Update of Committee Meeting Dates  
 A. Personnel/Negotiations – Paula O’Brien, Chair 

B. Policy – Betsy Kaplan, Chair 
C. Curriculum – Melanie Meehan, Chair 
D. Communications – Ellen Siuta, Chair 

 
IX. Report of Committee Liaisons 

A.   CREC Liaison – Mary Grace Reed 
 B. FHS School-to-Career Committee – Bernie Erickson 
 C. FOCUS – Ellen Siuta (Jon Landry, Alt) 
 D. Farmington Public Schools Foundation – Meredith Trimble (Paula O’Brien, Alt) 
 E Superintendent’s Interscholastic Athletics Advisory Committee – Melanie Meehan 
 F.   Chamber of Commerce – Bill Beckert (Mary Grace Reed, Alt) 
 G. Town and Board Joint Green Initiative – Mary Grace Reed/Bernie Erickson 
 
X. Unfinished Business 
 A. Budget Impact 

B. Budget Update 
 
XI. New Business 

A. Discussion and Consideration of School District Capital Improvement Projects 
(2012-13) VOTE NEEDED 

B. Consideration of the Appointment of an Administrator  VOTE NEEDED 
 (*discussion anticipated for Executive Session) 
 

  



XII. Consideration of Future Agenda Items 
 
XIII. Inviting and Receiving Public Comments and Communications 
 
XIV. *Executive Session 
 A. Personnel 
 
XV. Adjournment 
 
 
For the Chair of the Board of Education, 
 
 
Kathleen C. Greider 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
cc:  Town Clerk – PLEASE POST 



CLASSIFICATION:  Superintendent's Report   Item:  V-A    2/27/12 
             
              
TITLE: Global Perspectives, Cambridge Pre-University Program Pilot  
  Update 
              
 
At the March 28, 2011 Board meeting, the administration presented a description 
of the Global Perspectives course offered by Cambridge University, noting that 
Farmington High School was one of six schools invited to participate in a pilot of 
that course.  In May 2011, Dr. Tim Breslin, FHS Principal, presented a proposal 
for a pilot of the course, which the Board approved.  
 
Teachers and students are currently several months into the pilot of the Cambridge 
Pre-University Global Perspectives Course.   There are 31 juniors enrolled in the 
course.  The expectation is that most, if not all, of the students from that group will 
participate in the second year in 2012-2013.  
 
Year One:  Students will engage in an interdisciplinary study of five emerging 
global challenges:  ethics; economics; environment; technology; politics and 
culture. Students will become familiar with these global topics and simultaneously 
strengthen their skills of analysis and evaluation, which would enable them to:  

• Analyze a point of view with respect to an issue of their choosing.  
• Identify and evaluate evidence for and against competing points of view.  
• Reflect on how their own views have been affected by their inquiry.  
• Address the issue holistically and in detail through a presentation.  

 
There will be three assessments of their work during the first year.  
 
Year Two:  Students will engage in an independent research project designed and 
conducted by the student that generates an in-depth analytical progression of an 
interdisciplinary topic from the first year.  
 
There will be one assessment in the second year, which will be an Independent 
Research Report (IRR) of 4,500 to 5,000 words that:  

• Investigates a researchable question identified by the student;  
• Summarizes the related literature;  
• Describes the conceptual framework, research design, data collection and 

data analysis strategies;  



• Reports interpretation and conclusion linked to the data analysis;  
• Communicates complex findings and recommendations.  

 
The following information comes from Cambridge University regarding the 
syllabus: 
 

     “Universities tell us that Global Perspectives and Independent Research 
(GPR) is an excellent preparation for undergraduate study as it gives real 
evidence of independent, critical thinking. 
     GPR will be taught as two successive one-year courses, with the Independent 
Research Report growing seamlessly out of the skills introduced and developed as 
part of the Global Perspectives course. The course is an excellent alternative to 
Critical Thinking, General Studies and the Extended Project, and is very 
attractive for schools looking for curriculum enrichment programs.  It enthuses 
students by offering the opportunity for open debate and research on their own 
topic. 
     Global Perspectives guarantee breadth of study.  It takes key themes of global 
relevance and intrinsic interest to young people, and encourages students to 
explore them in an open, critical, and disciplined way.  Global Perspectives will 
help to develop critical thinking and research skills that are valued in higher 
education. 
     The Independent Research Report gives a student the chance to dig deeper into 
a particular subject, to cross boundaries by doing interdisciplinary work, or to 
make a new departure by investigating a subject not covered by traditional school 
syllabuses.” 

 
Global Perspectives draws on contemporary themes and topics which are relevant 
to the lives of students now and for their futures.  Here are two examples of 
contemporary themes and topics: 
Ethics 

“Genetic engineering, Medical ethics and priorities, Standards of 
living vs. quality of life, Ethical foreign policies, Religious-secular 
divide. 
Economics 
Globalization of economic activity, Migration and work, Impact of the 
internet, Global trade, Ethics and economics of food, Economic role 
of women.” 
 

We believe that the Cambridge Pre-University Global Perspectives course is 
responsive to the key aspirations of the Farmington Public Schools for its students 
as stated in the district’s Vision of the Graduate and Five-Year Goals.  
 



We have invited the teachers of this program as well as a group of their students to 
come to the Board of Education meeting to discuss their experiences and to answer 
questions. 
 
 
 



CLASSIFICATION:  Superintendent's Report   Item:  V-B    2/27/12 
             
              
TITLE:  Professional Appointments, Resignations and Professional  
  Development Activities 
              
 
Professional Appointments 
None 
 
Resignations 
None 
 
Leaves of Absence 
None 
 
Retirements 
Sue Drapela, librarian at West District School, is retiring at the end of the school 
year.  She has been a librarian in Farmington for 27 years. 
 
Wendy Huntington, grade 8 social studies teacher at Irving A. Robbins Middle 
School, is retiring at the end of the school year.  She has taught in Farmington for 
37 years. 
 
John Norton, chemistry teacher at Farmington High School, is retiring at the end 
of the school year.  He has taught in Farmington for 11 years. 
 
Katie Oakleaf, grade 2 teacher at Union School, is retiring at the end of the school 
year.  She has taught in Farmington for 22 years. 
 



  

            
CLASSIFICATION:  School-Based Information Item:  V-C   2/27/12  
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:   West District PTO Fashion Show – A real FUNraiser  
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
The West District PTO held a Valentine’s Day fashion show at the Farmington 
Club on February 2, 2012.  It was an evening with fashion stylist and author of 
Inspired Style, Debbie Wright.  The night was full of revealing makeovers, beauty 
and fashion tips and ideas to help us look and feel our best.  Debbie is a fashion 
and lifestyle consultant who is also a self-esteem speaker and spokesperson for 
Project Closet. 
 
The fashion show was ablaze with supermodels (alias good sports) including our 
principal and several teachers and staff.  It showcased clothing from Body Talk in 
Avon and Up Town Consignment in Southington.  Models wore everything from 
casual attire and business chic to evening wear; with the grand finale of a stunning 
wedding dress worn by the bell of the ball, Ms. Maryanne Mattie (West District 
Strings Teacher).  It was a great night for parents, teachers, staff and the 
community to mingle and enjoy each other’s company. 
 
The West District PTO is a warm and welcoming group that is responsible for 
many great social events for parents and their children.  They also support the 
Good Start Program with literacy bags full of pre-kindergarten goodies (books, 
pencils, crayons, etc.), run our Publishing Center and School Store, fund special 
programs that all students enjoy, and contribute to many purchases that help all 
students at West District continue to achieve at their very best.   
 
The entire West District community owes a big THANK YOU to our awesome 
PTO! 
 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:   Noah Wallace School Showcases Student Art 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Each month Noah Wallace joins the other district schools in showcasing student art 
in the conference room of the Board of Education at town hall.  This monthly 
exhibit features student art works from all art faculty members teaching K – 12. 
The annual townwide K-12 exhibit is held in January at the town’s main library. 



  

Again, each arts faculty chooses four to five exemplary student works for 
recognition.  Additionally, Noah Wallace hosts ongoing exhibits in our Monet Way 
Gallery and at several other display spaces throughout our school.   
 
This month at town hall, we have art exhibits by first grade students Noah Kim and 
Gayathri Arivazhagan, and second grade student Sarah Hileman.  This year’s 
annual K-12 exhibit displayed art by fourth grade students Ally Kann and Alyssa 
Patrick,  third grader Alexander Piteo, second grader Jack Ginter, and first grade 
student Gianna Coletti. 
 
The Noah Wallace Art Atelier is informed by methodology of two well-known 
educational scaffoldings ~ Arts Propel and Reggio Emilia; both of which promote 
the value of student as constructor of knowledge and protagonist of learning.   The 
Noah Wallace Arts Fest, held annually for 17 years now, (in May/June) displays 
the best of every student K-4, as well as art from the year’s special arts related 
theme(s).   

 

 
 
 
  
 
 













































CLASSIFICATION:  Executive Session   Item:  XIV        2/27/12 
 
 
TITLE:   To Discuss Executive Session Items  
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Executive Session  
To adjourn the meeting to executive session as permitted by Connecticut General 
Statutes Section 1-225(a) for the following purposes as allowed by Section 1-
200(6), that is 
 

Discussion of any matter which would result in the disclosure of public 
records or the information contained therein described in subsection (b) of 
section 1-210. 

 
That attendance in the Executive Session shall be limited to: 
 Members of the Board of Education 
 Superintendent of Schools 
 Assistant Superintendent 
 Business Administrator 
 Others whose “testimony or opinion” is required for the period their 

presence is necessary to present information related to the purpose of 
the Executive Session. 
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