
Farmington Board of Education 
Farmington, CT 

Meeting Agenda 
___________________________________________________________ 

Monday, December 13, 2010             7:00 pm                               West District School 
 
I. Call to Order  
 
II. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
III. Special Recognition 

A. Boys’ Soccer Team 
 

IV. Approval of Minutes:  November 8 (re-vote) and November 22, 2010       VOTE NEEDED 
 
V. Inviting and Receiving Public Comment and Communications 
 
VI. Consideration of Superintendent's Report 

A. Welcome and Comments from West District Principal 
B. Farmington Extended Care and Learning (EXCL) 
C. Science Program Review Timeline 
D. New England Regional Consortium’s High School Reform Update 
E. Technology and Instruction Plan for 2011-2012 
F. FHS Pilot Update 
G. Superintendents’ Network Instructional Rounds 
H. Professional Appointments, Resignations, and Professional Development Activities 
I. School-Based Information 

 
VII. Report of Board Chair 
 
VIII. Update of Committee Meeting Dates 
  A. Personnel/Negotiations – Ron Janeczko, Chair 
 B. Policy – Betsy Kaplan, Chair 
 C. Curriculum – Melanie Meehan, Chair 
 D. Communications – Heidi Steir, Chair 
 
IX. Report of Committee Liaisons 
 A.   CREC Liaison – Mary Grace Reed 
 B. FHS School-to-Career Committee – Paula O’Brien 
 C. Library Council – Melanie Meehan 
 D. Farmington FOCUS – Betsy Kaplan (Heidi Steir, Alt) 
 E. Farmington Public Schools Foundation – Bill Beckert (Ellen Siuta, Alt) 
 F. Superintendent’s Interscholastic Athletics Advisory Committee – Ellen Siuta 
 G.   Chamber of Commerce – Paula O’Brien (Mary Grace Reed, Alt) 
 H. Farmington Town and Board Joint Green Initiative – Ron Janeczko/Jon Landry 
 I. Joint Farmington Town and Board of Education Self-Insurance Review Committee –   

Mary Grace Reed/Betsy Kaplan 
 J. Best Practice in Technology Funding – Jon Landry 



  
X. Unfinished Business 
 A. Budget Impact 

B. Joint Town & Board Technology Energy Audit and Project – Tentative Contract 
with Ameresco 

 
XI. New Business 

A. Discussion and Consideration of School District Capital Improvement Projects 
(2011-2012)   VOTE NEEDED 

B. 2011-2012 School Calendar   VOTE NEEDED 
 
XII. Consideration of Future Agenda Items 
 
XIII. Inviting and Receiving Public Comments and Communications 
 
XIV. *Executive Session 

A. Student Matter 
 

XV. Adjournment 
 
 
For the Chair of the Board of Education, 
 
 
 
Kathleen C. Greider 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
cc:  Town Clerk – PLEASE POST 



CLASSIFICATION:  Superintendent’s Report            Item:  VI-B   12/13/10 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE: Farmington Extended Care and Learning (EXCL) 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Farmington Extended Care and Learning Department has seen significant and 
sustained growth since its inception in 1996.  Vince LaFontan, Director of EXCL, 
will be in attendance at Monday’s Board meeting to discuss the incorporation of 
Continuing Education, the expansion of enrichment programs, management of the 
summer program and the implications this evolution has for staffing and 
management. 
 



CLASSIFICATION:  Superintendent's Report  Item:  VI-C     12/13/10 
             
              
TITLE:  Science Program Review Timeline 
              
 
The science program evaluation was proposed during the 2009-2010 school year 
and planning for the science program evaluation began in the late winter of 2009. 
Dr. David Moss of the University of Connecticut was selected as our evaluation 
consultant.  The Science Evaluation Committee was formed in the spring and held 
its initial meeting in May 2010.  At that meeting, members learned that the national 
standards for science education were being revised.   
 
New national science standards will result in changes to the Connecticut state 
standards, which has implications for our evaluation process work.  The National 
Research Council will publish “A Framework for Science Education” during this 
winter, with an anticipated release date of February 2011.  It is likely that the state 
will adopt the national standards based on this Framework, as it did recently with 
the adoption of the Common Core of Learning.  We know that the CMT and CAPT 
will be phased out in 2014, when new national tests will be introduced.  
Connecticut may reintroduce a science testing program, which would be aligned to 
the new standards.  A current posting on the state website recommends that 
districts defer until 2012, when the new standards are expected to be released, 
before revising curriculum.  These developments will prolong the process of 
curriculum revitalization and professional development planning in Farmington. 
 
The committee generated numerous questions at its May meeting.  During the next 
several months, we will continue the process of collecting data and synthesizing 
information about our current science program.  The following are targeted for data 
collection during this winter and spring: 

• Student performance data from CAPT and CMT 
• Student performance data on standards-based assessments  
• Student success in courses and program examinations, including Advanced 

Placement 
• Description of instructional practices and teaching models K-12 
• Students attitude surveys 
• Teacher data obtained by focus groups - recommended program 

improvements to achieve five-year goals and vision of the graduate 
• Community satisfaction data 



 
The primary frames of reference for comparing our present program to the “ideal 
state” will be the Vision of the Graduate and Five-Year Goals, Connecticut’s 
Statement on Science Education and the “Framework for Science Education.”  The 
committee has read two articles which include ideas about best practices in science 
education. 
 
By June 15, we will have completed this data collection and have developed a full 
description of science teaching and learning.  We have been fortunate to have two 
University of Connecticut Interns placed at Farmington High School.  This winter 
and spring they will devote their time to assisting with the data collection and 
analysis. 
 
During the summer, we plan to enlist a group of science teachers in a special 
curriculum project in which they will conduct an analysis of the performance 
expectations embedded in our major science assessments.  We will design this 
project so that participants apply many of the concepts that the “Framework for 
Science Education” promotes, such as teaching for the big ideas and teaching 
through design or STEM. 
 
We do not anticipate that we will recommend major curriculum revisions or course 
adoptions in the current budget cycle.  The committee will make final 
recommendations for program revisions in the Spring of 2012. 
 
Mike Galluzzo and Kim Wynne will be in attendance at the Board meeting to 
answer questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CLASSIFICATION:  Superintendent’s Report                 Item: VI-D   12/13/10 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:       New England Regional Consortium’s High School Reform  
 Update 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Connecticut State Department of Education and the State Board of Education 
continue to promote high school reform with the goals of increasing high school 
graduation rates, preparing graduates with the skills and dispositions required for 
college and work readiness and citizenship and infusing 21st century learning into 
schools.  In March, the Farmington Board of Education received a report 
summarizing the alliance formed between the Connecticut State Department of 
Education, the New England Consortium and the National Center on Education 
and the Economy.  They presented a proposal to fund innovative pilot programs 
and prepared an application for grant funding under the Race to the Top grant. This 
report provides an updated summary of the state of these reform initiatives and the 
current thinking of district administrators. 
 
During the 2010 calendar year, administrators have been conducting research into 
programs that are promoted through the collaboration of the State Department and 
allied agencies.  The proposal, which they presented for funding under Race to the 
Top, would have provided twenty districts with seed money to fund pilot programs 
at the high school level.  However, Connecticut and the regional consortium did 
not receive federal funds to support this pilot.  Nevertheless, district administrators 
have continued to explore these program options because of the demonstrated 
success of these curricula on the international scene and because of the match 
between some of these programs and the district’s five-year goals.   
 
The five programs promoted by the consortium are:  the ACT Quality Core, 
College Board Advanced Placement, Edexcel, Cambridge International Pre-
College and the International Baccalaureate Diploma Program.  Three of these 
programs have established records in broad international markets.  Their exams are 
the same tests used in Finland, Singapore, England and many other high 
performing nations.  The programs offer well aligned curricula, professional 
development, rigorous exams and technical supports.  Some of these programs, 
insofar as we can determine at this point, have the potential to raise the 
expectations for all of our students to world class levels while addressing our new 
Board of Education Five-Year Goals. 
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Three of the programs merit continued study:  College Board Advanced 
Placement, the International Baccalaureate and Cambridge Pre-College.  
 
Advanced Placement:  This College Board program is the one most familiar to the 
Farmington community.  Farmington High School has successfully offered twenty-
two distinct AP courses and encouraged a significant majority of students to take at 
least one college level course during their high school experience.  However, there 
are limitations to the AP curricula in terms of the amount of content coverage and 
the variability in demand for students to apply skills.  Most courses require mastery 
of a large body of knowledge, but don’t teach students how to think and learn 
independently.      
 
We have learned recently that the College Board is making major revisions to the 
Biology program of studies, which signal a shift from content coverage to deeper 
learning of select content and include application and inquiry skills.  At this time, 
we do not know whether the College Board will be revising other programs; 
however, this merits further investigation.   
 
International Baccalaureate Diploma Program (IB):  The IB program has spread to 
over 130 countries.  Universities worldwide recognize graduates of IB programs as 
prepared for high level work.  Graduates who meet their challenging standards on 
the IB board exams gain advanced standing in college level course work.  Students 
who succeed in many IB courses are eligible for an IB Diploma.    
 
IB curriculum is designed to develop critical thinkers and independent learners 
while developing the dispositions for appreciating different points of view.  Their 
curriculum is developed locally and it focuses teaching and leaning around the 
processes of inquiry.  Students are regularly engaged in developing their 
knowledge and understanding through generating questions, investigation and 
making presentations through oral and written communications.   The following is 
an excerpt from the International Baccalaureate Mission: 
 

“The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, 
knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better and 
more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect. 
To this end the organization works with schools, governments and 
international organizations to develop challenging programs of 
international education and rigorous assessment.  These programs 
encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate 
and lifelong learners…” 

2 



 
Similar to the AP program, the students take exams for high school programs; 
however, these exams are scored externally to ensure the quality of the student 
work.  The IB program is well aligned to our district goals and vision of the 
graduate. 
 
Cambridge Pre-College:   The University of Cambridge International Examinations 
program is the world’s largest provider of exam-based programs for students ages 
14-19.  The Cambridge high school program is organized in two parts:  Secondary 
2 and Advanced.  The following are excerpts from the University of Cambridge 
International Examinations website: 
 

“Cambridge Secondary 2 is typically for learners aged 14-16 years…. 
and supports schools using learner-centered and enquiry-based 
approaches to learning.  Cambridge Secondary 2 offers two 
options….both globally recognized qualifications.  Cambridge Secondary 
2 provides excellent progression to the next stage of Cambridge 
International Education - Cambridge Advanced for 16-19 years - as well 
as other progression routes.” 
 
“Cambridge Advanced, typically for 16-19 year-olds, helps learners to 
develop deep understanding and independent learning and critical 
thinking skills which universities value highly….equipping learners with 
skills they need to succeed at university, and as such, are recognized by 
universities and employers worldwide.”   

 
Students who successfully complete the Secondary 2 level examinations are 
college ready for technical school education or Community College programs.  
Cambridge Advanced prepares students with the credentials and skills needed for 
entrance to highly competitive colleges and universities.  
 
Cambridge, like IB, requires external scorers for exams and major assessments to 
ensure quality at world class levels.  Both the IB and Cambridge Advanced 
programs require that students complete a major independent research project 
during their final year.  The Cambridge program is well aligned to our district 
goals and vision of the graduate. 
 
Mike Galluzzo, Kim Wynne and Ted Donahue will be available to discuss these 
programs further and to answer questions. 
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CLASSIFICATION:  Superintendent’s Report            Item:  VI-E   12/13/10 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE: Technology and Instruction Plan for 2011-2012 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Technology and Instructional Plan presentation on December 13, 2010 will 
provide information on current technology priorities and initiatives. The 2011-
2012 budget will be presented for consideration in January. 
 
The strategic planning cycle of continuous improvement is a data-driven process 
that supports the implementation of our five-year goals. The use of measurable 
outcomes serves as a guide in the school improvement process and requires the use 
of classroom student performance data to help teachers to better diagnose student 
needs and develop appropriate interventions to support student learning. Data 
systems and the technology that support them are all essential to supporting our 
programs and expectations across the school system. In addition, various 
technologies, including software, web-based tools and a range of technologies are 
used as key learning tools for our students to support the achievement of our 
standards-based curriculum.  
 
The Farmington Board of Education adopted new goals in March 2010.  These 
goals depart from the previous goals that were largely content-based, and they 
provide a clear roadmap for incorporating learning/thinking processes into the 
classroom on a daily basis.  Further, the Framework for Teaching and Learning 
provides teaching and learning principles that assist teachers in creating a highly 
engaging classroom that integrates a variety of instructional tools, including 
technology tools.  Through the curriculum writing process, teachers examine the 
appropriate use of technology to increase student knowledge and skill in all the 
disciplines and to examine the appropriate application of technology standards of 
research, data analysis, and communication in all disciplines.   
 
The Technology and Instruction Plan presentation will include an overview of the 
following areas: 

• Farmington’s Technology White Paper 
• Current data systems 
• Current inventory 
• Technology priorities for 2011-2012   

 
 



CLASSIFICATION:  Superintendent’s Report  Item:   VI-F    12/13/10 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:     FHS Pilot Update 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
A letter has been sent to Jeff Ollendorf to extend the traffic pilot at Farmington 
High School.  To date, the pilot has been very successful and the administration is 
eager to see its operation during inclement winter weather. 
 
Tim Harris, Director of Facilities, will represent the Board at the December 13, 
2010 Plan & Zoning Commission meeting when the letter will be presented to the 
Plan & Zoning Commission. 



CLASSIFICATION:  Superintendent’s Report            Item:  VI-G   12/13/10 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE: Superintendents’ Network Instructional Rounds 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Center for School Change:  
Superintendents’ Network Visit to West Woods Upper Elementary School 
 
Overview 
On December 1, the Superintendent’s Network conducted Instructional Rounds at 
West Woods Upper Elementary School.  The Superintendents’ Network is a 
clinical study group comprised of Superintendents and guided by Harvard 
professors Richard F. Elmore and Lee Teitel.  The Superintendents’ Network is 
primarily focused upon how to initiate and sustain improvements in the quality of 
instructional practice and in student learning in school districts.  Along with 
Superintendents, District Leadership Council (DLC) members and West Woods’ 
faculty participated in the visiting teams.  Twelve teachers were visited and a West 
Woods teacher leadership team video was viewed as part of the Instructional 
Rounds process.  The Framework for Teaching and Learning (FTL) was the 
primary focus of the visit and extensive data was collected by participants related 
to Active Learning Community, the first principle of the FTL.   
 
Background on Farmington’s Instructional Rounds: 
In 2006 the DLC began to engage in a new professional development process 
entitled Instructional Rounds. Every six to eight weeks, DLC visits a school, 
observes instruction and discusses observations using a structured protocol that 
provides the host principal with feedback about some aspect of school practice. 
The Instructional Rounds process starts with focus questions that the host principal 
sends in advance, often with an article on the subject. These questions form the 
basis for data collection by groups of four or five members that each observe in 
different classrooms. Individuals record information pertinent to the focus 
questions. This includes what the teacher is saying, the organization of students in 
groups or individually at desks and descriptions of the activities the students are 
engaged in. When the observations are complete, the group assembles to share 
descriptions of behaviors and actions that they recorded as evidence or counter 
evidence to the focus. Then members begin to identify patterns in the data. Finally, 
members generate predictions about the impact on students if these patterns 
persisted. With the recognition that the group only observe a small slice of 
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classroom activity, the conversation might also lead to further questions about 
teaching practices for further study by the administration and faculty.  
 
Mike Galluzzo and Kathleen Greider will be available to provide a brief overview 
and answer any questions.   



CLASSIFICATION:  Superintendent's Report   Item:  VI-H    12/13/10 
             
              
TITLE:  Professional Appointments, Resignations and Professional  
  Development Activities 
              
 
Professional Appointments 
Kent Besocke has been appointed English teacher at Farmington High School.  He 
received a BA Degree in English from California State Polytechnic University and 
a MA Degree in Education from The Claremont Graduate University.  He has 17 
years of teaching experience in South El Monte, CA.    
 
Resignations 
None 
 
Leaves of Absence 
None 
 
Retirements
None 
 
 



CLASSIFICATION:  School-Based Information Item:  VI-I    12/13/10 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:     Trick or Treat for UNICEF 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Noah Wallace School students participated in Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF, the 
annual Halloween campaign that empowers children in our country to make a 
difference in the lives of their peers around the globe.   
 
UNICEF is a fund of the United Nations that provides medical care, food, clean 
water, immunizations and school buildings to children in developing countries 
around the world.  Each year at Halloween, UNICEF ask children to collect 
donations to support these worthy projects.   
 
Through this UNICEF campaign our students learned some of the realities that 
countless children around the world endure every day as they struggle to survive in 
the face of disease, disasters, and other hardships.    
 
At Noah Wallace, our Student Council has once again overseen our annual UNICEF 
drive.  We are proud to announce that our students raised over $1,722.  
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:     Give-A-Treat, Get-A-Treat Event 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Shoppes at Farmington Valley sponsored their annual Give-A-Treat, Get-A-
Treat event on October 25.  PreK through 6th grade students from area towns were 
invited to attend for safe Trick or Treating.  Donations of food items were also 
collected for Gifts of Love.  Farmington Public Schools registered for this event 
and, therefore, were guaranteed $250 in gift cards from Barnes and Noble 
bookstore.  Additional gift cards were awarded based on the number of Farmington 
students attending.  This year, Farmington was awarded a total of $500 in gift 
cards.  These were distributed to our K-12 librarians for book purchases. 
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__________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:      Union School Fourth Graders Bring Halloween Cheer to  

Maple Village Seniors 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
On October 28, fourth graders at Union School delivered cheerfully decorated 
pumpkins to the seniors living at Maple Village in Unionville. Students decorated 
the pumpkins to depict characters from children’s literature.  During their visit, the 
students presented the pumpkins and shared their personal narrative writing.  The 
seniors had an opportunity to share some of their personal life stories with the 
students as well.   The seniors and fourth graders enjoyed exchanging stories and 
comparing their holiday experiences, as well as some Halloween treats.   This was 
the first of what teachers and students have decided will be a yearly Halloween 
tradition for Union School fourth graders.   
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:     Veterans Honored at Union School 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
On November 8, the Union School community came together for an assembly to 
honor veterans and learn about the branches of our armed forces.  Students read 
essays about courage; they shared personal experiences about facing their fears, as 
well as stories about courageous veterans in their families.  Fourth graders 
interviewed our guest veterans who served in Vietnam and in both Iraq wars.  Our 
kindergarten students read thank you letters and the entire school community 
joined in singing patriotic songs.  Stories and photographs of Union School 
students’ relatives who have served during peace and war time are displayed in our 
lobby.   
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:     Visiting Artist Creates Quilt with Union School Students 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
On Friday, November 19, Ed Johnetta Miller, an internationally acclaimed quilt 
artist, shared her art and her craft with students at Union School.  Her visit was 
funded by a grant received this fall from Bob’s Furniture. Union School’s art 
teacher, Suzanne Magnee, and department chair, Julie Sawyer, organized and 
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facilitated the visit.  Ed Johnetta Miller is on the cover of the December issue of 
Hartford Magazine.  Her quilts are displayed at the Smithsonian, Nelson Mandela’s 
National Museum in Cape Town, South Africa, as well as closer to home at St. 
Francis Hospital.  During her visit to Union School, Ed Johnetta worked with 
groups of students to create pieces for an abstract quilt representing the diversity of 
our local and larger community.  Students brought in pieces of fabric from their 
own lives, and Ed Johnetta shared fabric she has collected from her worldwide 
travels.  Parents and teachers worked side by side with students, weaving and 
quilting together beautiful fabrics from diverse cultures.  Ed Johnetta will sew 
together the pieces of the quilt students made to create a permanent installation at 
Union School.  Once the quilt is installed, classes will brainstorm and vote on a 
title for the quilt. 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:     Musical Group Boogie Chillun’ Visits Union School 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
On December 7, 2010, the six-piece multi-cultural and multi-talented musical 
group Boogie Chillun’ performed for Union School students and faculty.  The one 
hour assembly was funded by a grant from Bob’s Furniture.  Members of the band 
discussed the history of various music genres. They sang  spirituals, gospel, 
Appalachian, jazz, blues, soul, jazz, disco, folk, funk, and hip-hop.  The group also 
shared several of their own songs including the very popular Read Baby Read a 
bluesy rap song with an easy to remember refrain and perfect message for 
elementary school children.   Through interactive playing and sing alongs, students 
kept beat to the various rhythms and gained a deeper appreciation for the history, 
the breadth, the depth, and roots of our American music.  As one third grader 
exclaimed after the performance, “This music makes me feel alive!”   
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:    FHS Students Win Awards at Tunxis Art & Academic Challenge  
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Approximately 85 area high school juniors and seniors from 11 area high schools 
competed in an Art and Academic Challenge hosted by Tunxis Community 
College on October 23. 
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High school juniors and seniors from Avon High School, Berlin High School, 
Bristol Central High School, Bristol Eastern High School, Canton High School, St. 
Paul Catholic High School, Farmington High School, Lewis S. Mills High School, 
Miss Porter’s School, New Britain High School, and Plainville High School 
participated. 

Students competed in 17 categories during the competitions, which included 
Jeopardy-style team contests, sequestered testing, and juried competition. Gold, 
silver and bronze medals were awarded in each discipline. 

 

TUNXIS ART & ACADEMIC CHALLENGE 2010 
Farmington High School Winners 

 
Math Exam 1st Place Edward Fouad 
Digital Art 1st Place Alicja Kowalczyk 

Painting 3rd Place Emily Quallen 
Photography (color) 2nd Place Katia Schutz 
Photography (B/W) 2nd Place Sara Russomanno 
Music Instrument 1st Place Stephen Zaksewicz 

Music Vocal 2nd Place Christina Davis 
Short Story 2nd Place Alexandra Buczek 

Theatre 3rd Place Kia Cullina 
   

Current Events 2nd Place Dan Park 
  Will Siuta 
  Jack Siuta 
  Reid Russell 

 
  



CLASSIFICATION:  Unfinished Business Item:  X-B    12/13/10 
 
 
TITLE:   Joint Town & Board Technology Energy Audit and Project – 
 Tentative Contract with Ameresco 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Board of Education will continue the discussion of the Joint Town and Board 
Technology Energy Audit and Project Tentative Contract with Ameresco at the 
December 13 meeting. 



CLASSIFICATION:  New Business   Item:  XI-A                12/13/10 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE: Discussion and Consideration of School District Capital 

Improvement Projects (2011-2012) 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Capital projects for 2011-2012 are developed by the school district administration 
after a thorough review of the capital needs at each school.  Projects proposed for 
the next fiscal year are then prioritized by the Central Administration and then 
submitted to the Board of Education for review and approval.  The Superintendent 
then presents Board-approved projects to the Town Manager for review and 
consideration.  The Town Manager realigns all capital project requests from school 
and town departments and submits recommendations to the Town Council for their 
final review and approval. 
 
Projects anticipated for the next years are also outlined for discussion and 
reassessed and realigned each year depending on current circumstances. 
 
Capital projects budgets present a five-year forecast on major capital projects 
requested by all the major departments in the town.  To qualify as a capital project, 
the following criteria must be applied: 
 
1. The project must exceed $25,000 in cost. 
2. The life expectancy of the item must exceed five years. 
 
During the Town Meeting, capital projects are presented to the voters with the 
proposed funding source identified as follows: 
 
 G = the project will be funded through the Town’s General Fund, 
 B = the project will be funded through Bonded Funds, or 

O = the project will be funded through Other Funds  
 
Attached is a detailed listing of the proposed 2011-2012 Capital Projects and a 
copy of the proposed five-year Capital Improvement Project Plan. 
 
Michael Ryan and Kathy Greider will be prepared to address the 2011-2012 
Capital Plan priority list at Monday’s meeting.   
 
Recommended Action:  
 

To approve the 2011-2012 Capital Funding Projects, as presented. 
VOTE NEEDED 



 FARMINGTON BOARD OF EDUCATION  
   CAPITAL PROJECT REPORT  
       
 2008-2009 2009-2010 2010-2011 2010-2011 2011-2012
 Project Descriptions Town 

Council
Town 

Council
BOE BOE BOE

 Approved Approved Requested Approved Requested
1. Implementation of Wireless Network at FHS & IAR  $275,000

 Increased access and guaranteed filtering  
  

2. Roof Replacement $402,500 0* $150,000 $150,000 $250,000
 In FY2012, Section B of the IAR roof  would be replaced  
  

3. Roof Replacement $76,000 $76,000 $220,000
 In FY2012, Section C of the IAR roof  would be replaced  
  

4. School Code and Safety Compliance $25,000 $25,000 $50,000 $25,000 $50,000
 Based on recommendations from the Safety Consultant, continue  
  to improve building codes, security and safety in Farmington schools.  
  

5. Relocation/Upgrade of Data Processing Center $0 $99,000 $99,000
 Current space inadequate for personnel and servers  
  

6. Union Elementary School Façade $0 $50,000 $50,000
 Limestone cornice and brick repair  
  

7. Replacement of Auditorium Chiller            0* $0 $0 $0
 Air conditioning will fail if not replaced.  
  

8. FHS Language Lab $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
 The language lab at FHS needs replacement  
  

9. Telephone Systems Replacement $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
 This would address the last phone system in the district. (IAR)  
  

1 Carpet Replacement $0 $0 $0 $0 $0



0. 
  Replace old and worn carpet at Union   
  

1
1 

Union Elementary School Storage  

 Storage area required for physical education equipment  
  

1
2 

FHS Theatrical Lighting Controls/Electrical   

 Outdated dimmers and patch panel  
  

1
3. 

Window Replacement Projects  

 The window replacement projects would be addressed   
 according to the study.  
  

1
4. 

Locker Replacement  

 Banks of lockers at IAR would be replaced.  
TOTAL CAPITAL BUDGET REQUEST FOR 2010-
2011 

$427,500 $25,000 $425,000 $400,000 $795,000

  
 *In 2009-10, the West District Roof ($530,786) and the Chiller ($168,250) were funded from accumulated amounts 
in the Capital Accounts. 
  

 

  



 

 
CLASSIFICATION: New Business   Item:  XI-B    12/13/10 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE: Presentation and Review of 2011-2012 School Calendar 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Farmington Board of Education Policy (#6111 adopted on January 25, 2010) 
guides the development of the annual school calendar.  Those regulations are cited 
below.  Attached is the Farmington Public Schools calendar for 2011-2012 which 
was developed in accordance with these guidelines.  This calendar will be 
distributed to parents, faculty, and surrounding districts within the next month. 
 

“6111 School Calendar.  The board shall determine annually the dates on which the schools 
shall be open, in accordance with law.  The school year shall consist of not less than 180 days.  
Provision shall be made on the school calendar for holidays and other non-session days.  Extra 
days shall be included in the calendar to permit emergency closings in case of inclement weather 
or other emergencies which would make attendance impossible or detrimental to the students’ 
health.  Insofar as possible, the calendar shall coincide with those of the communities in the 
Greater Hartford area….” 
 
“6111 School Calendar – Administrative Regulations.   The Superintendent shall publish a school 
calendar each year using the guidelines below: 
 
1. If Labor Day falls on September 4, 5, 6 or 7, school will begin the Monday prior to Labor Day.  If 

Labor Day falls on September 1, 2 or 3, school will begin on the Tuesday following Labor Day. 

2. There shall be a full week of February vacation beginning with President’s Day. 

3. The December recess shall include December 24 through January 1. If January 2 falls on a 
Friday, it will be a vacation day.  

4.   The first day of January shall be a legal holiday, EXCEPT that whenever any of such days 
(holidays) which are not designated to occur on Monday, occurs upon a Sunday, the Monday next 
following such day shall be a legal holiday.  If a holiday in January or December occurs on a 
school day, there shall be no session of the public schools on such day. 

5.  A spring recess will be scheduled during the third week in April. 

6. Emergency days (days schools are not open) shall be added as follows: 

a.  At the end of the school year in June, but shall not exceed five emergency days to be 
added to the school year in June.  

b. If the additional emergency days are required beyond the five described above, the 
Superintendent will recommend to the Board additional school dates which may include 
the April vacation dates. 

7. The school calendar shall show the beginning and tentative ending dates of school, legal and local 
holidays, meeting days, number of teaching days, vacation periods and other pertinent dates.  

8. The final day before the Thanksgiving recess shall be a shortened day. 

9. The Superintendent shall publish a school calendar in February of each year for the succeeding 
year. That calendar also shall specify the school starting date, vacation weeks and tentative 
closing date for the year following the year of the published calendar. 



10.  The Board of Education may declare a holiday in the schools under its jurisdiction when good 
reason exists. 

11. In cases of emergency, the Superintendent can close a school or schools.  

12. In cases of emergency, the Board can change the adopted calendar upon recommendation of the 
Superintendent.” 

 
Recommended Motion: 
 
 To approve the 2011-2012 School Calendar as presented.  
 
 VOTE NEEDED 
 



FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS  
  

DRAFT 2011-2012 Calendar  DRAFT 
August – 3 Days September – 20 Days October – 20 Days November – 18 Days 

M T W Th F M T W Th F M T W Th F M T W Th F 
1 2 3 4 5     1 2 3 4 5 6 7    1 2 3 4 
8 9 10 11 12  LD 6 7 8 9 CD 11 12 13 14  7 PD 9 10 VET 
15 16 17 18 19 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 14 15 16 17 18 
22 23 PD PD PD 19 20 21 22■ 23 24 25 26♦ 27♦ 28♦ 21○ 22○ 23 24 25 
▲29 30 31   26 27 28 RH 30 31     28 29 30   
                    

December – 17 Days January – 20 Days February – 16 Days March – 21 Days 
M T W Th F M T W Th F M T W Th F M T W Th F 
   1 2  NY 3 4 5 6   1 2 3    1 2 
5 6 7 8 9  9 10 11 12 13 6 7 8 9 10 5 6 7 8 9 
12 13 14 15 16 MLK 17 18 19 20 13 14 15 16 17 12 13 14 15 16 
19 20 21 22 23 23 24 25 26 27 20 21 22 23 24 PD 20 21 22 23 
26 27 28 29 30 30 31    27 28 29   26○ 27○ 28 29 30 

               
April – 15 Days May – 22 Days June – 8 Days 

M T W Th F M T W Th F M T W Th F 
 2 3 4 5 GF   1 2 3 4     1 
9  10 11 12 13 7 8 9 10 11 4 5 6 7 8 
16 17 18 19 20 14 15 16 17 18 11 12**   *TM  *14 *15 
23 24 25 26 27 21 22 23 24 25 *18  *19 20 21 22 
30     MD 29 30 31  25 26 27 28 29 

180 Instructional Days 
(as mandated by the State of Connecticut) 

185.5 Teacher workdays 
 

School Hours: 
Farmington High School     7:29 AM–2:23 PM 
IAR Middle School             8:00 AM–2:31 PM 
West Woods Upper Elem  
    and Elementary               8:45 AM–3:15 PM 
 

 
                                           EXPLANATION OF DATES: 

August 22 and 23  New Teacher Orientation Days (2 days)  
August 24, 25, 26  Teacher Professional Development Days (PD) 
August 29   First Day of School for All Students  ▲ 
September 5   Labor Day – Schools/Offices Closed 
September 29   Rosh Hashanah – Schools Closed 
October 10   Columbus Day – Schools/Offices Closed  
November 8   Teacher Professional Development Day (Election Day) (PD) 
November 11   Veterans’ Day – Schools/Offices Closed 
November 23   Early Closing for Thanksgiving Recess 
November 24-25  Thanksgiving Recess – Schools/Offices Closed 
December 24-January 2 Holiday Recess 
January 16   Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – Schools/Offices Closed 
February 20-24  Winter Recess (includes Presidents Day) 
March 19   Teacher Professional Development Day (PD) 
April 6    Good Friday – Schools/Offices Closed 
April 16-20   Spring Recess 
May 28    Memorial Day – Schools/Offices Closed 
June12    Tentative Last Day for Students (Early closing schedule TBD)** 
June 13   Tentative last half/day for teachers (TM) 
June 13, 14, 15, 18, 19 Make-up Days for Emergency Closings* 

 
*If the number of emergency closing days exceeds five (5) days, any additional days may be taken from the Spring Recess beginning April 16. 
Please note:  There is no school for students on Professional Development Days (noted as PD on the calendar above) 
 

Parent/Teacher Conferences:  
Parent conferences are held at various times throughout the school year; however, the school day is  
modified at the elementary schools and middle school on the following dates: 

  ■  Farmington High School     Evening Open House – September 22 
  ♦ IAR Middle School     12:31 PM Dismissal – October 26, 27, 28 
  ○ West Woods Upper Elementary School      1:15 PM Dismissal – Nov 21, 22, March 26, 27 
  ○ Elementary Schools               1:15 PM Dismissal – Nov 21, 22, March 26, 27 
     K-AM 8:45-11:00 AM      K-PM 11:00-1:15 PM 

 
 

Stations that announce school closings or delays are: 
WTIC, Channel 3, 6, 8 or 30 or check our website at www.fpsct.org

http://www.fpsct.org/


CLASSIFICATION:  Executive Session   Item:  XIV-A    12/13/10 
 
 
TITLE:   To Discuss Matters Concerning Student Matter 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Executive Session  
To adjourn the meeting to executive session as permitted by Connecticut General 
Statutes Section 1-225(a) for the following purposes as allowed by Section 1-
200(6), that is 
 

Discussion of any matter which would result in the disclosure of public 
records or the information contained therein described in subsection (b) of 
section 1-210. 
 
That attendance in the Executive Session shall be limited to: 
 Members of the Board of Education 
 Superintendent of Schools 
 Assistant Superintendent 
 Business Administrator 
 Others whose “testimony or opinion” is required for the period their 

presence is necessary to present information related to the purpose of 
the Executive Session. 
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