
FARMINGTON BOARD OF EDUCATION 
DATE: Monday, December 10, 2007 – 7:30 p.m. 

PLACE:   East Farms Elementary School
     
 

AGENDA 
 
 

I. Call to Order  
 
II. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
III. Special Student, Faculty and/or Citizen Recognition 

A. FHS Girls Soccer Team 
B. Steven Silk:  Garden at Noah Wallace School, Science Courtyard Pond at IAR 

Middle School, and Garden at East Farms School 
 

IV. Approval of Minutes: November 26, 2007    VOTE NEEDED 
 
V. Inviting and Receiving Public Comment and Communications 
 
VI. Consideration of Superintendent's Report 

A. Welcome and Comments from Michael Galluzzo, Principal, East Farms 
B. Comprehensive Prevention Planning and Programs in the Farmington Public 

Schools 
C. Technology and Data Systems Updates and Initiatives:  Preliminary Budget 

Information for 2008-09 
D. Professional Appointments, Resignations, and Professional Development 

Activities 
E. School-Based Information 

 
VII. Consideration of Business Administrator's Report - None 
 
VIII. Consideration of Committee Reports 

A. Curriculum – Patty Stoddard, Chair 
B. Personnel/Negotiations – Kenneth Koos/Tory Stempf, Co-Chairs 
C. Policy – Betsy Kaplan, Chair 
D. Ad Hoc Communications/Public Relations – Melanie Meehan, Chair 

 



IX. Report of Board Chair and Committee Liaisons 
A. Chair Report 
B. Town Council Strategic Planning – Nancy Nickerson/Betsy Kaplan 
C. CABE Liaison – Nancy Nickerson/Betsy Kaplan 
D. CREC Liaison – Mary Grace Reed 
E. FHS School-to-Career Committee – Brian Collins 
F. Library Council – Patty Stoddard 
G. Farmington FOCUS – Patty Stoddard 
H. Farmington Public Schools Foundation – Melanie Meehan 
I. Superintendent’s Interscholastic Athletics Advisory Committee – Melanie 

Meehan  
 
X. Unfinished Business 
 
XI. New Business 

A. Recognition of Service and Contribution of Retiring BOE Members 
B. First Reading – Policy 4212.42 – Drug and Alcohol Testing for School Bus 

Drivers 
 
XII. Consideration of Future Agenda Items  
 
XIII. Inviting and Receiving Public Comments and Communications 
 
XIV. Adjournment 
 
 
For the Chairperson of the Board of Education, 
 
 
 
Robert M. Villanova 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
 
 
cc:  Town Clerk – PLEASE POST 
 



            
CLASSIFICATION:  Superintendent’s Report  Item:  VI-B      12/10/07  
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:    Comprehensive Prevention Planning and Programs in the 

Farmington Public Schools 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Farmington Public Schools Board of Education philosophy supports and 
promotes the healthy development of our students.  The philosophy states that we 
are committed to the belief that all children are capable of attaining high levels of 
educational achievement in preparation for productive and rewarding lives and 
responsible citizenship.  To support this philosophy, the School District Mission 
and Board of Education Goals state that “all Farmington students will meet 
established standards by cultivating the habits of good citizenship, health and 
personal responsibility by demonstrating the cooperative life skills necessary to be 
productive and responsible citizens in our diverse and complex world.”  To support 
this goal, our health, physical education and wellness curriculum seeks to promote 
student personal wellness throughout their schooling.  At the same time, our 
students face an increasingly complex world with many opportunities available to 
them, some of which are neither healthy nor productive.  Unfortunately, increased 
access to alcohol, tobacco and other substances places our students at risk and 
mitigates against healthy and productive living.  This report will summarize the 
districtwide efforts at substance abuse prevention efforts and describes future plans 
for ongoing work in this area. 
 
School Based Programs and Curriculum 
 
Educating students about positive behaviors in a climate that promotes wellness is 
the foundation of our Health Curriculum and wellness-related- programs at each 
school level.  At West Woods Upper Elementary School, the health and wellness 
program is linked directly to the science and social studies curriculum.  During 5th 
and 6th grade, students engage in research and discussion about substance abuse, 
AIDS, nutrition, and human growth and development.  Facilitated by their 
classroom teachers, the health program is designed to provide students with an age-
appropriate awareness of the dangers of risky behavior and the scientific and social 
background knowledge to understand the consequences of their choices in the 
areas of health and wellness.  As students move into IAR, the Health and Wellness 
Curriculum is then taught by health and physical education teachers.  In the past 
several years, we have strengthened the health curriculum and program at the 
middle school by both creating smaller class sizes and offering a “wellness” 
oriented program.  The middle level health program is designed to develop 



 2 

students’ health literacy by increasing their knowledge, skills and awareness of the 
factors that promote healthy living.  IAR Health and Physical Education teachers 
have worked to better connect health, physical education, wellness and nutrition as 
interconnected facets of healthy living.  The current health program stresses a 
positive informed approach to teaching young adolescents how to make “healthy” 
decisions.  Within each content standard that is addressed, the curriculum blends 
scientific facts, current research, coping mechanisms, sources of help, assertive 
techniques for how to say “no” and other decision making skills so that students 
can make responsible decisions about their own behaviors.  Smaller class sizes 
have allowed for more in-depth discussions and have promoted more dialogue 
between and among teachers and students. 
 
The Farmington High School Health Education Curriculum and Program goals 
draw on knowledge from the physical, biological and behavioral sciences.  The 
goals include:  recognize and practice health-enhancing lifestyles; use core 
information to analyze and evaluate health and safety issues; strengthen 
communication skills and promote peaceful resolution to conflicts; and make 
decisions, set goals, and learn to say “no” when appropriate.  Health and Physical 
Education teachers have sought to make clearer connections between health, 
wellness and physical education by refining the 9-12 program.  The program now 
both requires a course in the development of wellness as well as allows for student 
choice of physical activity during their junior and senior level programs, to 
encourage life long healthy behaviors.  The goal of the course in personal wellness 
is to help students to learn the content and skills necessary to practice healthy and 
balanced living beyond Farmington High School.  Students are required to take 
“Personal Wellness I:  Grade 9 Physical Education and Health as well as Personal 
Wellness II:  Grade 10 Physical Education and Health.  In their junior and senior 
years, they are able to self-select various physical education offerings, however, 
they are also required to take ¼ credit, Personal Wellness III.  In this class, 
students focus on wellness in relationship to their own lives and their emerging 
autonomy.  In this class, they have the opportunity to utilize a model of behavioral 
change and goal setting as well as access information about community based 
resources to enhance their wellness.  The essential question of the course is 
designed to have students think about their future wellness beyond the doors of 
FHS. 
 
FOCUS:  Freedom From Chemical Dependency as a Program Extension 
 
Promoting and supporting healthy and balanced living is a shared responsibility 
between and among the schools, families, and the larger community. In spite of a 
focused Health and Wellness curriculum, our students continue to be at risk for and 
all too often engage in high risk behaviors that can lead to substance use and abuse.  



 3 

Farmington FOCUS, our local Prevention Council, has dedicated their efforts to 
reducing underage substance abuse through education, advocacy and public 
awareness.  FOCUS is a volunteer organization comprised of parents, educators, 
and social service, health care, and law enforcement professionals.  It serves as an 
arm of the town’s social service department and is a non-profit organization 
supported in part by the Capital Area Substance Abuse Council.  FOCUS works 
closely with the Farmington Public Schools to sponsor prevention education for 
students, faculty and parents.  The organization also sponsors activities for 
Farmington youth designed to provide social events which support non-use and 
provide resources to the community regarding underage drug and alcohol use and 
where to seek help.  Ginny Mulpeter, a key leader and liaison from FOCUS will be 
available for questions during the BOE presentation. 
 
With generous support from FOCUS, the Farmington Public Schools have been 
able to utilize the services of FCD, Freedom from Chemical Dependency.  FCD is 
a nonprofit substance abuse prevention organization.  For 30 years, FCD 
Educational Services has worked hand in hand with hundreds of school systems 
across the United States and around the world to provide students with knowledge, 
understanding, and skills they need to make intelligent, healthy choices about 
alcohol and other drug use.  The fundamental beliefs of FCD include the 
following: 

• Substance abuse prevention in schools is not a program.  It is a climate. 
• Prevention should be approached form a health perspective.  Patronizing, 

moralistic, and threatening messages are ineffective and close down 
communication with students. 

• Drug education is not a one-time inoculation.  It must be long-term, ongoing, 
and responsive to the changing cognitive, emotional, and social worlds of 
the growing child. 

• Children and adolescents are more likely to make responsible choices about 
alcohol, tobacco, and other drug use when they are: presented with accurate 
information; respected and listened to; given clear, consistent expectations 
for behaviors; exposed to positive role models, and; rewarded for choosing 
to live drug free. 

 
The FCD educators recognize that the growing years are a critical time for 
becoming an active participant in the world, acquiring social skills, establishing 
values, developing interests and passions, and learning to cope with the depth and 
breadth of one’s emotions.  Young people who depend on alcohol and other drugs 
to relieve boredom, have fun, reduce anxiety, or deal with feelings may never 
develop these capabilities on their own.  FCD is committed to educating young 
people about the risks and realities of alcohol, tobacco, and other drug use to 



 4 

provide our next generation with the knowledge, nurturance, and social skills they 
need to become healthy, responsible adults.   
 
FCD activities in the Farmington Public Schools 
 
FOCUS has raised funds to bring the educational services of FCD to West Woods 
Upper Elementary School, Irving A. Robbins Middle School and Farmington High 
School, reaching over 2,700 students in grades 5-12.  Farmington is the only public 
school system in Hartford County and only one of three public schools in 
Connecticut to use FCD Educational Services.  (Many Connecticut clients include 
private schools such as Miss Porter’s School, Choate Rosemary Hall, The Ethel 
Walker School, Watkinson School, to name a few.)  Farmington’s administration 
and faculty collaborates with FCD educators to design programs which provide age 
appropriate information to help students to make healthy choices.  The format of 
each FCD visit is tailored by school-administration and faculty with feedback from 
faculty and FCD administrators to best address current student needs.  Faculty and 
parent programs are an integral part of the FCD visits.  What follows is a summary 
of recent FCD related activities in our schools, organized in a general timeline. 
 
June 2006:  Irving A. Robbins 
FCD educators conducted workshops for grade 7 students as part of the “Wellness 
Day” event.  FCD provided the key note address, provided an afternoon workshop 
attended by all students and four choice workshops during the morning rotation of 
the day.  In addition, they met with all eighth grade students.  In addition, the FCD 
educators presented an evening program attended by over 150 parents and 
members of the community. 
 
October 2006:  Farmington High School 
Three FCD health educators conducted a four-day visit to Farmington High 
School.  This program included:  FCD’s Four Day Intensive Classroom Course for 
all grade 10 students; grade level assemblies for all grade 9, 11, and 12 students; 
visits with students at the Alternative High School; drop in sessions for students 
and a workshop attended by over 155 faculty members.  In addition, FCD 
educators, joined by Farmington residents, Dr. Fred O’Connor and Mike Daly, 
Esq., participated in an evening forum attended by over 100 parents and members 
of the community. 
 
January 2007:  West Woods Upper Elementary School 
One FCD educator conducted a two-day visit, providing workshops for each team 
of students in grades 5 and 6.  The FCD educator was joined by the school 
administration, guidance counselor and social worker for an evening parent 
program attended by over 60 parents. 
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May 2007:  WWUES, IAR, FHS 
All students in grades 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12 participated in the FCD Attitudes and 
Behavior Survey.  Survey results were received in June 2007.  Those results and 
implications for future prevention planning will be discussed later in this report. 
 
June 2007:  IAR 
Three FCD educators visited IAR for two days in June.  Each educator met with 
the same students over two days.  The program was focused exclusively on grade 
8.  The program was deliberately delivered during the last full week of school and 
allowed for a deeper set of discussions with grade eight students just prior to the 
beginning of their summer as well as just before their entry into FHS.   
 
October 2007:  IAR and FHS 
Three FCD educators provided a four-day program at FHS that included meetings 
with all 10th grade students for four class periods.  These sessions took place on 
four consecutive days during health and physical education classes, study halls, 
and lab periods.  FCD educators also held a two-period assembly for all 9th graders.  
A new addition this fall was an assembly for over 500 varsity athletes and coaches, 
with support from the Athletic Director, Jack Phelan.  In addition, FCD educators 
were available for students and staff on a drop-in basis.  This included 
opportunities for “open” drop-in, where students and staff could simply meet with 
the FCD staff by their own choosing. One mandated discussion was structured for 
students who had recent “substance” related violations; these students were asked 
to speak privately with an FCD health educator as part of the consequence of the 
infraction.  An “invited” drop-in session was also designed for students who had 
substance-related violations in the past year.  In addition to students at FHS, FCD 
educators also met with our Alternative High School students. 
 
FCD educators met with faculty at FHS to provide an overview of the Student 
Attitudes and Behavior Survey results and to begin to address some misperceptions 
about student use and abuse.  One FCD educator also traveled to IAR and provided 
a faculty workshop focused on adolescents and substance abuse.  All faculty 
attended this hour long presentation. 
 
At a parent and community forum held at the Community Center FCD educators, 
joined by Ed Manfredi, Health and Physical Education Department Leader, 
presented summary of the preliminary results of the Student Attitudes and 
Behavior Survey. Local attorney, Mike Daly, Esq., then discussed the legal 
consequences of underage use.  FOCUS sponsored this community-based event. 
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The October FHS Principal’s Newsletter included a principal’s message about 
FCD, the survey results, social norms theory, and the school wellness program.  
This consistent and cohesive message is intended to support comprehensive 
substance abuse prevention. 
 
November 2007:  West Woods Upper Elementary School 
One FCD educator provided a two-day program, conducting workshops for each 
team of students in grades 5 and 6.  The school administration, guidance counselor 
and social worker, supported the FCD educator in providing an evening program 
for parents.  Given a very positive response from the Alternative High School 
students, the FCD educator also extended his visit to Alternative program during 
this visit.  
 
West Woods Upper Elementary Principal, Dr. Peter Cummings; IAR Principal, 
Kelly Lyman; Assistant Principal at FHS, Curt Pandiscio; Dean of Students, 
Veronica Ruzek; Department Leader, Ed Manfredi; and School Social Workers, 
Katie Cartnick and Chris Garrahan; FOCUS leader, Ginny Mulpeter; and Assistant 
Superintendent, Dr. Howley met with Alex J. Packer, Ph.D., the President and 
CEO of FCD Educational Services.  Dr. Packer explained the survey results in 
greater detail and began to assist the group in future planning.  The administrative 
and teacher-based team will continue to plan, based on the assessment results, in 
the weeks and months ahead. 
 
FCD Survey Results for the Farmington Public Schools: Student Attitudes 
and Behavior Survey 
 
The FCD Student Attitudes and Behavior Survey was administered in June 2007, 
to a total of 1494 Farmington students in grades 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12.  The survey is 
based on the social norms model, measuring levels of student alcohol and other 
drug use, as well as students’ perceptions of their peers’ use.  Researchers have 
found that the more use students think there is, the more the use will be—even if 
the perception is wrong.  FCD professionals have shared studies that highlight the 
common finding that these student held perceptions are often wrong:  young 
people consistently over estimate alcohol and other drug use by the peers, which in 
turn leads to greater use.  School-based preventions programs aimed at identifying 
and correcting mistaken normative beliefs have been shown to lower actual levels 
of use.  The use and abuse of alcohol and other drugs decreases when students 
realize that far fewer of their peers are engaging in risky behaviors, and/or support 
such behavior, then they has previously believed. 
 
 



 7 

Social norm theory, described in the previous paragraph, is represented in the data 
collected from Farmington students.  Farmington students consistently and 
dramatically overestimate alcohol and other drug use by their peers.  At the same 
time, they underestimate healthy behaviors practiced by their peers.  There is a 
trend revealed in the data of increasing alcohol use from levels that are below US 
norms for 8th graders to levels that exceed U.S. norms for 12th graders.  The survey 
results reveal both positive and concerning findings.  The following specific 
findings are most relevant for shaping program and actions: 
 
Farmington students consistently and dramatically overestimate alcohol and other 
drug use by their peers.  Farmington students also underestimate healthy behaviors 
practiced by their peers. 

 83% of all students believe “it’s easy to make friends at this school without 
drinking alcohol.” 

 81% of students feel “valued as a person” at FHS. 
 82% of students feel teachers and school staff “care about me as a student.” 
 The majority of students (61%) disagree with the statement “students at this 

school think that heavy drinking and binge drinking is okay.” 
 
Regarding alcohol use, a majority of students report a tolerant environment for 
those who choose not to drink, as indicated by their responses to questions such as 
whether students respect you if you do not drink, whether students let their 
classmates make their own decisions about drinking, and whether students who 
abstain from alcohol fit in.  For example,  

 62% of 9th graders say they never drink.  
 7% of 9th graders assume abstinence on the part of their classmates. 
 71% of 10th graders drink 1-2 times per year, or not at all. 
 7% of 10th graders believe their classmates drink twice a year or less 
 48% of 11th-12th graders either do not drink at all, or typically drink 1-2 

times per year. 
 
While it would be easy to focus on the encouraging statistics, the survey data also 
revealed particular areas of concern.  For example, there is a pattern of increased 
alcohol use as students move up through the grades.  For example: 

 Alcohol use by IAR 8th graders is below U.S. norms for lifetime, past-12-
months, and past-30-days use.  

 Alcohol use by FHS 10th graders is on par with or below U.S. norms for all 
three measures.  

 Alcohol use by FHS 12th graders exceeds U.S. norms for all three measures. 
 
Other measures confirm this pattern: 
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 Levels of lifetime alcohol use by Farmington students rise from 19% in 8th 
grade to 79% in 12th grade. 

 Levels of past-12-months alcohol use rise from 13% in 8th grade to 75% in 
12th grade.  

 Levels of past-30-days alcohol use rise from 6% in 8th   grade to 67% in 
12th grade. 

 
The social norms theory related to perceptions about drinking can be illustrated 
through these findings: 

 33% of 12th graders drink once a week or more.  
 77% of 12th graders believe their classmates drink at that rate. 

  
The next statistic also illustrates social norm theory: 

 14% of students think “it is cool to get drunk.”  
  44% of students believe that their schoolmates think “it is cool to get 

drunk.” 
 

As stated earlier, students’ perceptions are a powerful influence over their future 
behavior.  Dr. Howley will provide additional perceptual/use data at the board 
meeting. 
 
In addition to alcohol use, the survey also explored marijuana and other 
substances.   

 Marijuana use by 8th and 10th graders falls below U.S. norms for lifetime, 
past-12-months, and past-30-days use; use by 12th graders exceeds U.S. 
norms for all three measures. 

 
Some key findings related to other substances include: 

 4.7% of 11th-12th graders reported using cocaine in the last 12 months 
 1.1% of 11th-12th graders reported using heroin in the last 12 months 
 5.5% of 11th-12th reported using hallucinogens in the last 12 months 
 38.3% of 11th-12th graders reported smoking cigarettes in the last 12 

months 
 
These summary findings provide a backdrop for the continued efforts of the school 
system, community and families.  The findings both affirm our on-going efforts 
and improvements, as well as the modifications that we have recently made to our 
health and wellness curriculum.  At the same time, the results have helped to shape 
our future and continued planning and efforts.   
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The Use of the Findings:  Comprehensive Prevention Planning 
 
This mini snapshot of the data derived from the FCD survey, combined with the 
comprehensive survey results, provides a wealth of data that can be used both to 
reveal healthy behaviors and attitudes within our school community as well as to 
identify critical issues for the school community to focus upon.  The principals and 
their Health and Wellness teams from each of the schools, working with  Assistant 
Superintendent Howley have been analyzing and interpreting the survey results.  
Together, the team has begun to work on specific curriculum and program 
improvement plans for each school and to continue to refine a coherent program 
and intervention model that is both responsive to the developmental needs of 
children and that is responsive to the need to change normative beliefs within the 
school community as a means of reducing student use of alcohol and other drugs.   
 
Dr. Howley convened the Health and Wellness leadership team in late November 
to review the analysis conducted up to this point.  The team started the process of  
defining specific action steps to address issues and needs raised through the survey 
data and program review. 
 
For example, one powerful finding that the planning teams discussed is a 
significant “jump” in student perceptions from 8th to 9h grade regarding alcohol use 
by the students themselves and their classmates.  Addressing this misperception as 
students exit IAR and enter FHS will now be a targeted area for intervention.  The 
need to address this misperception is rooted in the social norms model.  The social 
norms model shows that normative beliefs (student perceptions as to the 
prevalence and acceptability of drug use amongst one’s peer group and close 
friends) are a strong predictor of the level of actual alcohol and other drug use in a 
school community.  Compounding the negative outcomes caused by mistaken 
normative beliefs is something known as anticipatory socialization.  It is a form of 
daydreaming in which young people imagine (anticipate) acting out “normative” 
roles and behaviors that lie ahead.  For example, students may fantasize about what 
it will be like when they get their driver’s license or going to college.  These future 
oriented “psychological videos” are based in large part on normative beliefs and 
plan an important role in maturation.  Anticipatory socialization can be harmful 
when the anticipated behavior is risky, unhealthy, or based on mistaken beliefs.  
The district’s comprehensive intervention model is intended to address student 
misperception by utilizing data demonstrating positive norms collected from the 
survey as the basis for feedback to students, to reinforce positive behaviors and to 
dispel the myth that “everybody” is engaged in unhealthy activities. 
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Based on this analysis as well as the understanding of the social norm theory, the 
Health and Wellness team planning has influenced a number of future steps.  For 
example, IAR Health teachers plan to use the survey data results with students as 
part of the current Health and Wellness Curriculum to help students to understand 
social norms theory and to de-bunk the myth of use as perceived by students.  This 
work will integrate into the district’s existing local health standards related to 
student analysis of influences on their behavior.  The IAR wellness course is and 
curriculum are relatively new and the program and standards will continue to be 
refined based on the data and evolving improvement plans.  At FHS, the Health 
and Wellness team plans to re-examine the 9th grade personal wellness class and its 
connections to the 9th grade guidance seminars.  The team discussed the need to 
share survey results with students in small groups and to continue to open dialogue 
with students about high risk behaviors.  
 
Planning and implementing curriculum and program improvements that will 
positively impact the positive health and wellness behaviors, decisions and 
attitudes of all students will remain a district priority. The support and cooperation 
of FOCUS will continue to be a welcomed and critical component of our school 
and community response to this student health and wellness imperative. This report 
also provides an opportunity for the school district administration to publicly thank 
the leaders of FOCUS for their extraordinary efforts in both stressing the shared 
the responsibility for addressing this area among the schools, the parents and the 
community and then providing significant resources that permit the integration of 
the FCD programs and professionals into the Health and Wellness Programs at 
WWUES, IAR and FHS. 
 
Dr. Howley, principals from WWUES, IAR and FHS, and Ginny Mulpeter 
representing FOCUS will be available on Monday evening for Board questions.  
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                       HELPING TO KEEP KIDS DRUG AND ALCOHOL FREE 
 

Start a conversation.  Parent involvement is critical to effective prevention.  According to the Partnership 
for a Drug-Free America, by having regular conversations with your children, they are up to 50% less likely 
to use.  
 
Get informed.   Check out the FOCUS Collection of over 40 books and DVD’s (including the FCD Parent 
Forums) related to underage drug and alcohol use at the main branch of the Farmington Public Library. 
Visit these web sites:  
 
  Freedom from Chemical Dependency:  www.fcd.org 
  Partnership for a Drug-Free America:  www.drugfree.org 
  The Sam Spady Foundation:  www.samspadyfoundation.org 
  Talking with Kids About Tough Issues:  www.talkingwithkids.org
 
Monitor Your Kids.  Know their friends.  Make sure parties are supervised.  Set a curfew.  Know where 
they are after-school and on weekends.  Don’t leave them home alone on weekends.  Have them call you 
from a “land-line” when they get to where they say they will be. 
 
Encourage your kids to get involved in constructive after-school activities:  Sports, intramurals, clubs, 
volunteer work, instrumental or choral group,  
Fact: Teens who participate in two or more activities are half as likely to use drugs regularly than those 
who participate in only one activity or none at all. (7.8 percent compared to 16.3 percent)   (Source: 
National Household Survey on Drug Abuse 2000) 
 

 

http://www.talkingwithkids.org/
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WHAT PARENTS CAN DO 
 
Talk to your kids.  Make your expectations clear. If you don’t want your kids to use alcohol, tobacco 
and/or other drugs, tell them over and over again. Deciding whether or not to drink or use drugs is not a 
one-time decision for teens. They are constantly reevaluating their decisions.  Learn how to keep the topic 
alive so you can continually reinforce your expectations. However, try not to use every conversation as an 
opportunity to give advice or lecture. Ask open-ended questions that encourage conversation rather than 
those that can be answered with a simple yes or no. Try not to react to what your kids say in a way that will 
cut off further discussion. For example, if your child tells you close friend tried marijuana, try not to 
immediately say, “Who was it? I don’t want you hanging out with them.” Make it clear that you are listening 
and trying to understand their point of view. When your child describes events, repeat what you think they 
have just told you by saying something such as, “Sounds like you are saying…” or “Do you mean that…” 
 
Get to know their teachers, friends, and their friends’ parents.  Talk to other parents about your 
expectations surrounding alcohol and other drug use. Get support from like-minded parents. Make the 
effort to get involved with parent groups. Spend time with your child’s friends. Invite specific feedback 
from teachers, coaches and other adults in your child’s life. Parents of high school and middle school 
students may not have as many opportunities to interact with other parents as they did when their children 
were younger, but you don’t have to parent in isolation. Many parents are relieved to learn that other 
parents are setting early curfews, restricting driving privileges and calling ahead to check on parties. 
 
Be a good role model.  Parents have more influence over their kids than they realize. Kids spend a lot of 
time with friends, television, music, and computers. But they are also tuned in to you. Your words and 
actions impact them in many ways every day. Talk with your kids about how you deal with disappointment, 
stress, peer pressure and anxiety. Show them that you know how to celebrate, socialize and unwind 
without the use of alcohol. You can influence your children’s behavior by observing the rules of a moderate 
drinker or by not drinking. (For adults who choose to drink, moderation is defined as no more than one 
drink per day for women and no more than two drinks per day for men.) Think about what you say and 
how you act in front of your child. Your own actions are the most powerful indicator of what is appropriate 
and acceptable for your family. Do not take part in illegal, unhealthy or dangerous practices related to 
alcohol or other drugs, or your child may believe that these practices are okay, no matter what you say. 
 
Set limits and consequences. Teens crave limits. They want to feel safe and taken care of, but they 
never tell parents this! Setting clear expectations and having clear consequences for failing to meet 
expectations makes children feel secure. Be sure the consequences are ones that you can realistically abide 
by. Setting curfews and guidelines for socializing helps children make healthy choices. According to experts 
in child psychology, kids not only want and need limits, but they see a lack of limits as an opportunity to act 
out. One of the most compelling reasons to set limits with teens is that they simply don’t have the tools:  
the pre-frontal brain development, or the judgment to consistently and appropriately regulate themselves.  
 
Educate yourself about alcohol, other drugs, and addiction.  Often kids know far more than 
adults do about what is going on in the world of alcohol and other drugs. Learn about alcohol and drugs, 
about warning signs of use and about where you can get help in your community should you need it. FCD’s 
website www.fcd.org has tons of information, as well as chat forums where you can ask questions. 
 
 
 
Call ahead for parties.  Call parents before you allow your child to attend a party at their home; ask if 
the party will be chaperoned and get the scoop on the alcohol and drug policy of the parents. Parents are 

http://www.fcd.org/
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generally more comfortable calling each other when kids are younger, but seem to call less as kids get 
older. Some kids won’t appreciate your calling; some may say you are the only parent who calls and be 
embarrassed by your concern. Nevertheless, it is good parenting. Sometimes parents lose sight of the fact 
that they have choices and can fall victim to “peer pressure” as easily as teens can. Certainly some kids try to 
manipulate their parents by saying that “everyone” is allowed to have unsupervised parties. It is crucial that 
when parents have a strong feeling about a subject related to their children that they feel free to choose 
what they believe is the right path, regardless of what others may be doing.  
 
Stay up at night.  Wait up for your kids, or at least make them come in and wake you when they get 
home. Kids who know they will be greeted with a big hug and/or kiss (and sniff test…their breath 
shouldn’t smell minty!) upon returning home may be less likely to drink or smoke.   
 
Don’t leave your teenagers home alone on weekends. This should go without saying, but leaving 
teens home alone for the weekend with no supervision can be a recipe for disaster. There are unlimited true 
stories about good kids who had unsupervised parties that got out of control or had hundreds of uninvited 
guests show up. Sometimes it’s not even your child’s idea to throw the party. Keep in mind that in many 
states, social host laws hold parents responsible for what happens at parties where there is underage 
drinking, regardless of whether the parents were actually home during the party. Consider leaving kids with 
a friend’s parents or another adult family member if you absolutely have to leave them. 
 
Make fun, safe activities available for teens.  If you don’t want your children drinking at parties, just 
driving around or meeting other teens at remote places, offer alternatives.  Get together with local groups 
to plan safe, drug-free activities for teens. Whether it’s at a community level or just offering your house for 
a pizza and movie night, kids appreciate having a safe, fun place to socialize and hang out with their friends.  
 
Help kids develop protective factors.  Kids are more likely to lead healthy and productive lives if they 
have the following internal and external protective factors in place: 

 Strong problem solving skills 
 Social skills such as empathy, good communication and a sense of humor 
 Good self-esteem and a sense of purpose and future for their lives 
 Autonomy and independence 
 Realistic and positive expectations from family, school, community and self 
 Meaningful participation in the world 
 Support of family, school and community 
 Healthy ways to manage stress 

 
If you sense a problem, talk about it with your child immediately.  By the time concrete 
evidence indicating a drug or alcohol problem surfaces in a teen, the problem is often quite serious. Don’t 
wait until you have proof. If you have any inkling that your child may be drinking, smoking or using other 
drugs, talk about it with them immediately. Tell them how concerned you are. Be clear about what you 
have observed in their behavior that worries you. Adolescents who are called on their behavior early are 
often so shocked that they got “caught” that it curtails future use. However, if the issue has progressed to 
the point where your child needs outside help, don’t hesitate to take action. Don’t blame yourself or brush 
it under the rug. Ask for help from a professional in your community, either at school or outside of school. 
 
© 2007 FCD Educational Services 

 
 



CLASSIFICATION:  Superintendent’s Report Item: VI-C    12/10/07 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE: Technology and Data Systems Updates and Initiatives: 

Preliminary Budget Information for 2008-2009 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
This report summarizes some key technology and data system updates and 
initiatives and provides a summary of the preliminary budget requests for the 
2008-2009 school year. The strategic planning cycle of continuous 
improvement is a data-driven process that supports the implementation of 
our standards-based program. The cycle of continuous improvement is 
focused on key priorities that further the mission of the school system and 
that help all students to learn and achieve. This annual process is dependent 
upon the use of quality and meaningful data. Data are used to drive the 
process. The use of measurable outcomes serves as a guide in the school 
improvement process and requires the use of classroom student performance 
data to help teachers to better diagnose student needs and develop 
appropriate interventions to support student learning. This strategic 
improvement process relies upon the ability to access a range of sources of 
data about our students, to monitor these outcomes over time, and to 
continuously record and analyze progress. Data systems and the technology 
that support them are all essential to supporting our programs and 
expectations across the school system. In addition, various technologies, 
including software, web-based tools and a range of technologies are used as 
key learning tools for our students to support the achievement of our 
standards-based curriculum. What follows is a brief summary of our data 
systems, the use of classroom technology to support teaching and learning, 
curricular applications of technology, and a discussion of related personnel.  
 
Data Systems  
A variety of data systems continue to assist the district in keeping track of 
student achievement as well as demographic information, payroll, budgeting, 
human resources, library inventories, continuing education units and student 
accounts. In the 2007-2008 school year, the Farmington Public Schools 
continued to systematize the use of three key data systems which allow for 
the exchange of data between systems to be more productive: PowerSchool, 
VersaTrans, and SNAP health systems. PowerSchool is our student 
information system that keeps track of student attendance, schedules, 
demographics, and transcript data for students K-12. VersaTrans is an 
updated transportation data system that tracks bus routes and automatically 
assigns students to appropriate bus routes. SNAP health system is a state of 
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the art health information system which operates in compliance with all state 
regulations regarding health information and privacy laws. In addition, we 
are using ProCare, our data system for Extended Learning and Care 
(EXCL), that tracks both student attendance and fiscal records, and we have 
fully implemented and now require an on-line application for educators who 
are interested in teaching in Farmington.   We also continue to use data base 
specifically for special education data system: IEP Direct. This system 
works in conjunction with the PowerSchool data system and keeps track of 
all special education data from student identification through the annual 
review process.  As a new addition to our systems, and supported through 
this year’s board of education budget, we have implemented Inform – a data 
analysis tool that aggregates data from PowerSchool  and allows us to 
analyze data in increasingly complex ways, such as comparing student 
corporate test scores with students’ grades in particular courses.  We also 
added Aesop – an automatic substitute notification system that has increased 
the efficiency of how we assign and use substitute teachers across the school 
system. 
 
Financial and Human Resource Systems 
It was deemed necessary to issue a request for proposals in October 2007 for 
a new financial system and human resource system.  The current system runs 
on technology systems that are outdated.  The school district administration 
was informed in April 2007 that the current financial and human resource 
systems would no longer be supported by Microsoft and our current vendor.  
Michael Ryan will elaborate on the steps now necessary to purchase and 
implement a new system over the next six months.  This unanticipated 
requirement will need to be funded through the current operating budget.  
Possible budget re-allocations and fund re-directing will be described on 
Monday evening. 
 
The 2008-2009 budget includes an update to the library catalog system 
which will allow librarians, teachers, and students to search each other’s 
collections and allow access from the internet and remote sites.   The 
technology budget continues to support important communications programs 
including Finalsite for email; ParentLink for emergency communications as 
well as the power to communicate student information such as attendance, 
grades; PowerSchool for maintaining attendance, grades; and Zoomerang for 
electronic surveys.  
 
Classroom Technology to Support Teaching and Learning  
One key stated goal of the Board of Education is to use technology to 
support and extend student learning. This is accomplished through a well-  
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defined program that links the use of technology to our major standards 
based initiatives, for example, word processing in writing and graphing 
calculators in mathematics. Currently, the Farmington Public Schools have 
1,495 computers across the district. In the 2008-2009 technology budget, 
resources are proposed to replace West Woods Upper Elementary School 
computers. These classroom computers support core elements of the grade 5 
and grade 6 curricula and are an important support to the West Woods 
programs.  Also represented in the budget is the replacement of computers at 
FHS in science labs and a set of laptops for student use in classrooms.  This 
plan continues the shifting of computers across buildings and will allow 
computers to remain current and at the appropriate level of sophistication for 
the users. This hardware replacement plan is essential both for students as 
well as for teachers, as we have increased our expectations for the use of 
data, for technology web-based report cards, and for communication tools 
across schools. Replacement computers are anticipated for IAR and 
elementary labs. A key infrastructure of our system is the reliance on 33 
servers that support data storage and communication throughout the district. 
This year, we propose to replace some servers allowing us to consolidate 
services and streamline backup procedures—procedures that are critical to 
our effective operations.  
 
Curricular Applications  
The townwide technology budget, as well as individual school budgets, also 
contains important technology resources. These technology programs 
support curriculum software and data bases the support our standards based 
curriculum. For example, this year’s technology budget will include funds 
for on-line courses.  This is a pilot study of the usefulness of this software, 
Funds are allocated to continue purchasing software for our EveryDay 
Mathematics resources as well as an on-line typing program, Custom 
Typing.  The budget includes dollars for continuing our website and 
individual school budgets support a range of databases for student use.  
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FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

TOWNWIDE TECHNOLOGY BUDGET 
December 10, 2007 

    

  
ACCOUNT NUMBERS 

2006/2007 
BUDGET 

2007/2008
BUDGET

2008/2009
PROPOSED

Personnel  $204,788  $261,510 $271,254 
Townwide Technology Coordinator 1-11-01371 1 1 1 
 Network Support Specialist 1-11-01855 0.9 1 1 
 Technology Support Technician  0.9 1 1 
 Technology Support     1 1 

Data Processing Services  $119,500 $120,434 $80,400 
Systemwide Administrative Software and Licenses 1-11-25335 
Systemwide Administrative Software Updates 1-11-25175 
Computer Software Maintenance  

      

Analytic Software  $15,000  $35,000 $5,000 
Student Information Data Warehouse and Data    Analysis 
Tools 

1-11-25180       

Data Storage and Website  $36,500  $41,000 $51,000 
Systemwide Data Storage, Website Upgrades and 
Maintenance 

1-11-73189       

Technology Training & Development  $7,400  $7,400 $7,400 
Support for Training at all Levels including Administrative 
Systems 

1-11-25770 1-11-25429 
1-11-25430 1-11-25485 

Implementation of New Software Upgrades  

      

 

THE ACCOUNTS BELOW WILL REPRESENT A COMPILATION OF ALL SCHOOL AND CENTRAL OFFICE ACCOUNTS.  
IN THE FINAL BUDGET DOCUMENT, THE ACCOUNTS WILL BE CONNECTED TO SPECIFIC LOCATIONS. 

 
 

Repair  $34,000  $34,000 $34,000 
Technology Repairs for all Schools and all Administrative 
Applications 

1-11-73181 1-11-73182 
1-11-73183 1-11-73188 

      

Supplies  $34,130  $46,434 $40,000 
Total Cost for all School and District Technology-related 
Supplies 

1-11-24052 1-11-24101 
1-11-24102 1-11-24103 
1-11-24104 1-11-24184 
1-11-24188 1-11-24194 
1-11-25118 1-11-25119 

      

Software  $46,703  $44,433 $88,800 
School and District Software Licenses, Library Software 
Enhancements and All Other Software 

1-11-23210 1-11-23225 
1-11-23226 1-11-23227 
1-11-23228 1-11-23229 
1-11-23251 1-11-23262 
1-11-23248 

      

Replace Equipment  $0  $234,500 $216,000 
Total Cost for Replacement Equipment at all Schools and 
District 

1-11-74099 1-11-74182 
1-11-74134 1-11-74111 
1-11-74095 1-11-74194 
1-11-74180 1-11-74241 

      

New Equipment  $9,116  $125,348 $179,000 
Total Cost for New Equipment at all Schools and District  1-11-12624 1-11-12528 

1-11-12996 1-11-12325 
1-11-12740 1-11-12745 
1-11-12810 1-11-12990 

      

Total $507,137  $950,059 $972,854
 



CLASSIFICATION:  Superintendent's Report   Item:  VI-D    12/10/07 
             
              
TITLE:  Professional Appointments, Resignations and Professional  
  Development Activities 
              
 
Professional Appointments 
None 
 
Resignations 
None 
 
Leaves of Absence 
None 
 
Retirements 
Betsy Rosenthal, grade 4 teacher at Noah Wallace School, is retiring effective December 
21, 2007.  She has been a teacher in Farmington for 35 years. 
 
Bruce Wearne, physical education teacher at West Woods School, is retiring effective 
February 15, 2008.  He has been a teacher in Farmington for 35 years. 
 



            
CLASSIFICATION:  School-Based Information Item: VI-E      12/10/07  
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:    Beth Bren Receives the Local Heroes Award 

from the Ronald McDonald Charities 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
East Farms School teacher, Beth Bren, who is the Connecticut Association of 
Schools’ 2007 Exemplary Elementary Educator for Connecticut, spoke to the 600 
participants at the CAS Program Recognition Banquet at the invitation of the 
association.  Later in the program, the Ronald McDonald Charities presented her 
with their Local Heroes Award, one of ten granted in New England.  In addition to 
the public recognition and engraved plaque, they presented her with a $500 check 
for use in the school for a purpose of her choice. 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:    Governor Selects Student’s Art for Use on Official Holiday 

Stationary 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Lieutenant Governor Fedele came to East Farms School on Tuesday, December 4, 
to present a certificate of achievement and appreciation to Natalie Kasir, a fourth 
grade student.  Natalie entered her drawing depicting the Capital Building in 
Hartford into a statewide competition sponsored by the Governor’s office.  
Lieutenant Governor Fedele selected the work from the many entries submitted for 
this competition.  He came to the school to announce his selection personally to 
Natalie, who had no knowledge of the selection of her work.  
 
Natalie’s drawing will be used as the image for the 500 holiday cards that the 
Governor sends this season to residents and officials in the Fifth Congressional 
District.  Natalie is the daughter of Dr. Latith Kasir and Angham Zakko.  Her art 
teacher is Mrs. Andriana Donlon. 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:   Noah Wallace Tree on Display at the Wadsworth Atheneum 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
Noah Wallace art teacher, Mrs. Avis Turner and many of our students have 
designed a fairy and elf themed tree entitled, A Fairy Merry Christmas, that is 
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proudly on display at this year’s Festival of Trees.  The Festival is presented 
annually by the Women’s Committee of the Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art 
in Hartford.  Visit the Festival of Trees from December 1-9 (10 am – 5 pm daily 
and 10 am – 4 pm on weekends).  There are special activities in Candy Land for 
children, hands-on craft activities that celebrate global holiday traditions, along 
with story telling and face painting. 
  
Special thanks to Mrs. Turner and her elves for creating this beautiful tree and 
representing Noah Wallace School at the Festival of Trees.   The tree and art 
supplies were made possible by a generous donation from the Farmington 
Community Chest.  
 
 __________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE: Connecticut State Department of Education 

Immigrant Children and Youth Grant 
__________________________________________________________________ 

           
The Connecticut State Department of Education recently notified the school 
district administration that the district is now eligible for an Immigrant Children 
and Youth Program Grant for 2007-2008 in the amount of $19,991.   
 
Funding will be applied to a project at Noah Wallace School where the district’s 
highest concentration of elementary grade second language learners attend school.  
The project is entitled "Success for E.L.L. Learners.”  Funding will provide 
resources to hire a part-time teacher to work with E.L.L. students, fund the 
purchase of instruction materials and computer software for students, and support a 
series of workshops for the parents of E L L. students.  Dr. Diane B. Cloud, 
Principal, and Mrs. Jeanne Liptak, Noah Wallace School E.L.L. teacher, will 
oversee the project. 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE: West District School Olympic Ceremonies Begin 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
The traditional March of Athletes entered the West District Olympic Stadium to a 
standing room only crowd.  Master of Ceremonies, retired West District teacher, 
Mrs. Peggy Haskell announced the countries and also told the crowd that this was 
Mr. O’Connor’s eighth Olympics at West District School.  Principal, Mrs. Sharon 
Lowery, declared the games of the 8th West District Olympiad opened and the 
crowd was introduced to former West District Olympians who have gone on to 
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become outstanding student athletes.  Former students honored were:  Shannon 
Debari, Michael Moskowitz, Bridget Kelley, Tristan Morin, Spencer Noon, Taylor 
Escajeda and Tim Abromaitis.   
 
The ceremonies continued with performances from Miss Mattie and the orchestra, 
Mrs. Raczkowski and the 4th grade chorus, and demonstrations from the student 
athletes that included parachute routines, ball handling skills and tumbling.  Mr. 
O’Connor gave the Dr. Marilyn Fenner Olympic Spirit & Courage award to 
Michelle Laraia.  Elizabeth Gurski and Michael Tuttle, 4th graders, read the 
Olympic oath and pledge. 
 
The tradition of the West District Olympics is a hallmark of West District’s P.E. 
Teacher Bob O’Connor’s physical education and community outreach program 
every four years.  Mr. O’Connor will lead and coordinate West District Olympic 
events throughout this school year. 



  

CLASSIFICATION:  New Business    Item:   XI-A    12/10/07  
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:    Proclamation for Board Members:   

Tad Diesel and Nancy Nickerson 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
The December 10, 2007 Board of Education meeting will be the last Board 
meeting for members Tad Diesel and Nancy Nickerson.  In honor of their 
dedicated service to the Farmington community in general and the Farmington 
Board of Education in particular, the Board will consider the approval of special 
proclamations at Monday’s meeting.   
 
Motion for Consideration: 
 

Be it hereby resolved that the Farmington Board of Education honors 
the Board of Education service of Tad Diesel as described in the 
following proclamation: 
 

WHEREAS, the Farmington Board of Education is committed to providing an educational 
program that will enable all students to attain high levels of achievement in preparation for 
productive, rewarding lives and responsible citizenship; and  
 
WHEREAS, students in the Farmington Public Schools effectively learn important academic 
content, demonstrate skills and achievement at high levels, and develop their individual talents 
and interests in an atmosphere that promotes cooperation, respect, and lifelong learning; and  
 
WHEREAS, Tad Diesel has served as a member of the Farmington Board of Education for seven 
years and as Chairperson of the Policy Committee and has shown a tireless commitment to high 
quality education in the public schools by his dedication to the Board of Education; and  
 
WHEREAS, Tad Diesel has provided dedicated service to the Board for the school district’s 
strategic planning for continuous improvement process, including an accountability system 
grounded in measurable student achievement, provided an unwavering stewardship and oversight 
of the funds provided by the community in support of its public education system and worked 
diligently in the development of annual budgets that aligned with and supported the five-year 
goals established by the Board and that are the foundation of teaching and learning in the 
Farmington Public Schools; and 
 
WHEREAS, Tad Diesel has applied his expertise in the area of communications in order to 
provide a foundation for community-based understanding of the accomplishments of the 
Farmington Public Schools in their mission to achieve a high quality education for all students; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, Tad Diesel has served on numerous committees during his tenure including ad-hoc 
and search committees, as well as provided his trademark brand of wit, wisdom and wise 



  

guidance to the Board and administration along with his consistent steady hand and firm 
conviction in his steadfast belief in public education. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, I, Mary Grace Reed, on behalf of the Farmington Board of Education and 
the Farmington community, hereby commend Board of Education member Tad Diesel for his 
excellent work on behalf of our community; and I hereby thank him for his selfless dedication 
and commitment to quality education for the children of Farmington. 
 

VOTE NEEDED 
 
 
Motion for Consideration: 
 

Be it hereby resolved that the Farmington Board of Education honors 
the Board of Education service of Nancy Nickerson as described in 
the following proclamation: 
 

WHEREAS, the Farmington Board of Education is committed to providing an educational 
program that will enable all students to attain high levels of achievement in preparation for 
productive, rewarding lives and responsible citizenship; and  
 
WHEREAS, students in the Farmington Public Schools effectively learn important academic 
content, demonstrate skills and achievement at high levels, and develop their individual talents 
and interests in an atmosphere that promotes cooperation, respect, and lifelong learning; and  
 
WHEREAS, Nancy Nickerson has served as a member of the Farmington Board of Education 
for 16 years and as the Chairperson for 10 years and has shown a tireless commitment to high 
quality education in the public schools by her dedication to the Board of Education; and 
 
WHEREAS, Nancy Nickerson has provided dedicated service to the Board for the school 
district’s strategic planning for continuous improvement process, including an accountability 
system grounded in measurable student achievement, provided an unwavering stewardship and 
oversight of the funds provided by the community in support of its public education system and 
worked diligently in the development of annual budgets that aligned with and supported the five-
year goals established by the Board and that are the foundation of teaching and learning in the 
Farmington Public Schools; and 
 
WHEREAS, Nancy Nickerson has provided Board leadership during a time of unprecedented 
school enrollment growth that led to the need for expanded and new school facilities, including 
two Farmington High School addition/renovation projects and the construction of the new Grade 
5-6 West Woods Upper Elementary School; and 
 
WHEREAS, Nancy Nickerson has worked with the Board and administration to organize and 
coordinate the work of task forces, study groups, Board standing and ad-hoc committees in 
support of the Board’s work and has also served as the Board liaison to the Town Council’s 
Strategic Planning Committee; and   
 



  

WHEREAS, Nancy Nickerson has applied her broad and deep knowledge of the Town of 
Farmington in order to provide a foundation for community-based Board leadership to achieve a 
high quality education for all students; and  
 
WHEREAS, Nancy Nickerson has applied her broad and deep knowledge of the Town of 
Farmington in support of community-based Board leadership to achieve a high quality education 
for all students.   
 
NOW THEREFORE, I, Mary Grace Reed, on behalf of the Farmington Board of Education and 
the Farmington community, hereby commend Board of Education member Nancy Nickerson for 
her excellent work on behalf of our community; and I hereby thank her for her selfless dedication 
and commitment to quality education for the children of Farmington. 
 

 
VOTE NEEDED 
 

 
There will be a brief recess following the approval of these proclamations so that 
Board members and guests can personally thank Tad and Nancy. 



  

 



            
CLASSIFICATION:  New Business   Item:   XI-B     12/10/07  
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:    First Reading – Policy 4212.42 – Drug and Alcohol Testing for 

Bus Drivers 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
The following Board of Education policy changes were discussed and reviewed at 
the November 27, 2007 Board of Education Policy Committee meeting.  The 
Policy Committee recommends the revisions as presented. 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:   

 
To accept Policy 4212.42 – Drug and Alcohol Testing for Bus Drivers 
as presented for a First Reading. 
    
VOTE NEEDED 
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4212.42 
 
 
 
Personnel -- Non-Certified 
 
Drug and Alcohol Testing For School Bus Drivers 
 
 
The Farmington Public School district is committed to the establishment of a drug and alcohol 
misuse prevention program that meets all applicable requirements of the Omnibus Transportation 
Employee Testing Act of 1991 (OTETA) and applicable state statutes pertaining to pre-employment 
and random drug testing of school bus drivers.  The district shall adhere to federal and state law and 
regulations requiring a school bus driver’s drug and alcohol testing program. 
 
Contracts for transportation approved by this district shall contain assurance that the contractor will 
establish a drug and alcohol testing program that meets the requirements of federal regulations and 
this policy and will actively enforce the regulations of this policy as well as federal requirements 
state law pertaining to a required pre-employment and random drug testing program for drivers of 
school buses and school transportation vehicles (STVs) that carry ten or fewer students.
 
Legal Reference: United States Code, Title 49 

   2717 Alcohol and controlled substances testing (Omnibus Transportation 
Employee Testing Act of 1991) and C.G.S. 14-276a

   Code of Federal Regulations, Title 49 

   40 Procedures for Transportation Workplace Drug and Alcohol Testing 
Programs 

   382 Controlled Substance and Alcohol Use and Testing 

   395 Hours of Service Drivers 

   Holiday v. City of Modesto (1991) 229 Cal. App. 3d. 528, 540. 

   International Brotherhood of Teamsters v. Department of Transportation  

   932 F. 2d 1292 (1991) 

   American Trucking Association, Inc. v. Federal Highway Administration, 
(1995) WL 136022 (4th circuit) 

   Connecticut General Statutes 

   PA 95-140 An Act Authorizing Drug Testing of Drivers 
of certain commercial motor vehicle. 
 
 
Policy adopted: November 19, 2001 FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 Farmington, Connecticut 
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